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Ateam of scientistsfrom the
Znological Survey of India, Uni-
versity of Kalyaniand Alexan-
der Koenig Leibniz Institute
(Bonn, Germany) has unveiled
a precious gift for the City of
Jow.

This enthusiastic group,
comprising Debika Bhunia,
Devanshu Gupta, Subhankar
Kumar Sarkar and Dirk Ahrens
has identified a new phy-
tophagous beetle species
from Behala, Kolkata, aptly
named Maladera kolkataen-
sis Bhunia, Gupta, Sarkar,
and Ahrens 2023, after its
place of discovery.

The remarkable find, now
preserved at the National
Zoological CollectionofZoo-
logical Survey of India, Kolkata,
is reminiscent ofan unpolished
diamond waiting to be dis-
covered.

This newly-discovered bee-
tle, along with 21 other pre-
viously unknown records
from Bihar and Bengal, was

recently documented in the
prestigiousinternational jour-
nal "Zootaxa.”

Debika Bhunia, the first
author of the article and a
research fellow at the Zoo-
logical Surveyof India and Uni-
versity ofKalyani, expressed
herexcitement aboutthe dis-
Covery.

She emphasized theimpor-
tance of the find in the con-
text of India’s rich biodiver-
sity. Ms Bhuniaplayed a piv-
otal role in the research.

Thedirector of Zoological
Survey of India, Dr Dhriti
Banerjee, shared her opti-
mism, stating, "Biudiversir}-'
is not diminishing; there is

hope, and the measures taken
by the ministry of environ-
ment, forest and climate
change (MOEFCC) are bear-
ing fruit.”

DrBanerjee underscored
the relevance of the study,
especially for the lower Ga-
ngetic plains, a crucial agri-
cultural region.

She pointed out that these
beetles, while notreported as
significant pests, are closely
related tomajor agricultural
pests, making the study vital
for agricultural research.

Dr Devanshu Gupta, the in-
charge of the Coleoptera sec-
tion at Zoological Survey of
India, elaborated on the sig-

nificance of museum speci-
mens insuch discoveries.

He highlighted that many
new taxa emerge from these
preserved specimens, akin
to unpolished diamondswait-
ing to be recognized.

He also emphasized that
Maladera kolkataensis Bhu-
nia, Gupta, Sarkar, and Ahrens
2023 would contribute sub-
stantially to India’s entomo-
fauna, strengthening the
knowledge of this insect
group's fauna and taxonomy.

Dr. Subhankar Kumar
Sarkar, professor of zoolo
atUniversityof Kalyani, noted
that there are 4,500 described
species of the tribe Sericini
worldwide, with 682 report-
ed from India. Mostof these
Indian species hail from the
Himalayan and Southern
regions.

This groundbreaking dis-
covery not only enriches
India's biodiversity but also
underscores the significance
ofpreservingmuseum spec-
imens for future scientific
exploration.



