Seminar puts spotlight on
role of floral, faunal species
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LUDHIANA : A two-day national
seminar on ‘Environmental
changesand the1r1mpact onfau-
nal diversity in Indian agro eco-
systems’, organised jointly by
Punjab Agricultural University
and Zoological Survey of India,

kicked off here on Monday. As [

many as 200 delegates from 10
universities from across the
country are participatinginthe
seminar. .

HIGHLIGHTING

ROLE OF SPECIES

In his inaugural address, chief
guestKaﬂash Chandra, director,
Zdological Survey of India, high-
lighted the importance of each
and every species, floral or fau-
nal, towards balancing theagro
ecosystem. °

Elaborating therole of Zoolog-
ical Survey of India in inventory-
ingfaunalspecies of the country,
Chandradisclosed that outof 36
bio- diversity hot spots across
the world, four are in India, mak-
ingit one of the 17 most ecologi-
cally diverse countries in the
world.

“We need to save biodiversity
to prevent extinction of a large
number of animal species,pecu-
liarly prevalent in India,that
formitsmajor geneticresource,”
heremarked.

Chandra said Punjab has a
documented number of 2,500 fau-
nalspecies, whichisagood num-

ber consideringthatahugearea -

ofthe stateis under agricu&ture.

‘TRACK CHANGES
WITHSURVEYS’ i
“Rodent specialist AMK Mohan
Rao, Union mihistry of agricul-
ture, and consultant, FAO,
stressed on theneed of doing sur-

* Director, Zoological Survey of India, Kailash Chandra, speaking
during a national seminar on“Environmental changes and their
impact on faunal diversity in Indian agro ecosystems’ at Punjab

Agncultural University in Ludhlana on Monday.

veys toassess biological changes
intrinsically and how they
impact biodiversity of animals
and human beings. “Time has
cometodevelop ecological inter-
ventions withoutdisturbing the
environment,” he said, while
addingthatresearchinthisarea
would ultimately generate more
employment leading to social
security and a more aware
public.

While delivering his presiden-
tialremarks, NS Bains, director
research, PAU, discussed the
impact of agriculture on faunal
diversity. Referringto biodiver-
sity as the basis of human exis-
tence, Bains highlighted how the
extinction of any species causes
loss of an energy and nutrient
palliway foreverand (s farger
impact on alllife formsisnot yet
fully understood.

Highlighting PAU’s effortsin
shifting towards sustainable
agriculture, Bains explained
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how with the help of integrated
pestmanagement for controlling
whitefly, there wasa decrease in
the use of broad spectrum pesti-
cides by farmers as they opted
for targeted pesticides requiring
fewer sprays. “This has led to
restoration ofanumber of faunal
species in the fields,” explained
Bains.

Earlier, Gurinder Kaur
Sangha, patron of the seminar,
and dean, College of Basic Scien-
ces and Humanities, formally
welcomed the dignitaries, uni-
versity officers, delegates and
guests.

In hisintroductory remarks,
SS Hundal, professor and head,
department of zoology, dis-
cussed theimportance of faunal
darversity with respect to agri
ecosystemsand how research to
study impact of climate change
on faunal and bio diversity is
essentialtoattainasustainable
ecosystem.



