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The research work carried out in Headquarters and the 16 Regional 

Centres during the month has been excellent with the discovery of 

two freshwater fishes, eight insect species and a trematode, all new to 

science. The month has also been very eventful with book releases, 

seminars and various functions. Some of the Regional Centres and the 

Headquarters have been equipped with the Compact Insect Storage 

Systems, advanced microscopes etc.

I wish to place on record my deep sense of gratitude for the support, 

encouragement and best wishes from you all, for successfully 

completing my assigned work. Wishing the best in future!

Dr. Ramakrishna

From the Director's Desk
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A status survey of the Khasi Hills Rock Toad (Bufoides meghalayana) was 

undertaken in Cherrapunjee, East Khasi Hills, Meghalaya, apart from 

the local surveys undertaken in and around the Wetland areas 

(Bortibeel) of North 24 Parganas, West Bengal. 

During the month, Halticoptera shimlica (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea: 

Pteromalidae) from Himachal Pradesh, and a trematode, Patagifer 

sanyali (Echinostomatidae) from Agasthyamalai Tiger Reserve vicinity, 

Tirunelvelli Dist., Tamil Nadu, were described as new to science. Out of 

the material studied, a species of the genus Eurytermes Wasmann  

(Isoptera: Termitidae) from Uttar Pradesh and  2 genera and 6  species 

of Encyrtidae (Hymenoptera) from Namdapha Tiger Reserve, 

Arunachal Pradesh, also turned out to be new to science. 

SRC, Canning

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Maharashtra 
Bush Frog

Headquarters, Kolkata
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Discovery of five species of coccidian parasites 

viz., Eimeria knowlesi, E. hemidactyli, E. columbae, 

E. debliecki, and E. zuernii turned out to be new 

records for Maharashtra State. 

During the month,  the scientists  of  

Headquarters identified 6 species of free living 

Protozoa, 5 species of Coleoptera, 6 species of 

Collembola, 20 species of Hemiptera, 9 species 

of Hymenoptera, 9 species of Isoptera, 10 

species of Lepidoptera, 6 species of Odonata, 8 

species of Orthoptera, 25 species of spiders, 12 

species of Mollusca, 16 species of endemic and 

threatened freshwater fishes and 6 species of 

Anurans from the States of Himachal Pradesh, 

Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh, West 

Bengal and the Namdapha Tiger Reserve, 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

Identification services were rendered on five 

lots of specimens, received from different 

organisations. 

Seven research papers were published, eight 

accepted for publication and eleven 

communicated. 

Six Research Scholars from the Calcutta 

University and a Research Scholar from 

Burdwan University, visited different sections 

of the Headquarters.

Scientists of the Headquarters attended the 

training on “Technology Diplomacy”                     
st nd

at New Delhi on 1  and 2  July. 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) Headquarters 

thcelebrated the “95  Anniversary of Foundation 
th thDay of Zoological Survey of India” from 12  to 16  

July, 2010. During the celebration, a 

Photography exhibition on Biodiversity was 

organized by ZSI in collaboration with the 
th th

Indian Museum, Kolkata, from 12  to 18  July at 

Ashutosh Birth Centenary Hall, Indian 

Museum Campus, Kolkata. Shri Sabyasachi 

Chakraborty, Wildlife photographer and 

eminent Actor, inaugurated the exhibition and 

Dr. K. Basa, Director, Indian Museum and Dr. 

Ramakrishna, Director, ZSI, addressed the 

function.  Inter-School Sit & Draw competition 

and Quiz Contest, Inter-College Extempore 

Speech and Slide Show competition on 

Biodiversity also were organized during the 

occasion. A seminar on “Faunal Diversity and 
th

Climate Change” was organized on 16  July. Dr. 

A. K. Ghosh, Former Director, ZSI, inaugurated 

the Seminar. Dr. J. R. B. Alfred, Former Director, 

ZSI, delivered a Lecture on “Climate Change 

and Biodiversity” and the occasion was also 

graced by Prof. R. N. Basu, Former Vice 

Chancellor, Calcutta University and Dr. Sugata 

Hazra, Professor, Jadavpur University, 

Kolkata, who delivered lectures on “Climate 

Change and Agriculture” and “Climate Change 

and Sundarbans”, respectively. During this 

occasion, a book “Biography and Bibliography of 

Dr. Thomas Nelson Annandale (1876-1924)” was 

released.

Training and Extension Division of ZSI 

Headquarters organized a Trainers' Training 

Programme on “Biodiversity Conservation” in 

collaboration with the Zoological Society, 

Kolkata for faculty members of colleges, from 
st rd

21  to 23  July.  The Training programme was 

inaugurated by Prof. S. Bhattacharya, Former 

Principal, Moulana Azad College, Kolkata. 

Publications:

1. Bindu, L., Nikam, S.R. and Nandi, R. 2010. 

Diversity of Coccidian parasites (Coccidia: 

Eimeriidae) from Maharashtra. J. Environ. 

Sociobiol., 7 (1): 37-44.
Halticoptera shimlica (Insecta: Hymenoptera: Pteromalidae),

a newly described species from Himachal Pradesh
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2. Bohra, P., Sanyal, A.K., Hussain, A. and 

Mitra, B. 2010. Five new records of 

nematodes from East Antarctica. JoTT, 2 (6): 

974-977. 

3. Narendran, T.C. and Girish Kumar, P. 2010. 

A new species of Halticoptera Spinola 

(Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea: Pteromalidae) 

from Himachal Pradesh, India with revised 

key to Indian subcontinent species. J. 

Environ. Sociobiol., 7 (1): 1-5.

4. Karmakar, P., Layek, U., Mitra, B. and Pal, 

P.K. 2010. Floral visitors on Bauhinia 

racemosa, a threatened medicinal plant of 

Asiatic tropics. Bionotes, 12 (2): 60-61.  

5. Mitra, B. and Parui, P. 2010. Dipteran insects 

from the Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve. 

Bionotes, 12 (2): 54-55.   

6. Roy Mahato, A. K., Ramakrishna and 

Raziuddin, M. 2010. Activities of Blackbuck 

(Antelope cervicapra Linn. 1758) in rainy 

season: A study in the agricultural pastures 

of Ganjam District, Orissa, India. J. Environ. 

Sociobiol., 7 (1): 57-64. 

7. Shuvajit Chakrabarti and Anindita Ghosh, 

2010. A new trematode Patagifer sanyali 

(Echinostomatidae: Echinostomatinae) from 

a site nearby to Agasthyamalai Tiger Reserve 

Forest, Tirunelvelli (Dist.), Tamil Nadu, 

India.  J. Environ. Sociobiol., 7 (1): 23-27.

thDuring the celebrations of the 95  Anniversary of Zoological Survey of India In this Issue

Marine Biology Regional Centre, Chennai
thThe 95  Anniversary of Foundation Day 

Zoological Survey of India, was celebrated at 

MBRC, Chennai and Dr. Ramakrishna Director, 

ZSI presided over the function. 

During the month, five species of marine 

sponges, 9 species of harpacticoid copepods 

and 43 species of marine molluscs were 

identified and registered. A senior scientist of 

the Centre delivered a lecture on “Fauna of 

Schirmacher Oasis, Indian Station in Antartica” 

to the students in CAS in Marine Biology, 

Annamalai University. A senior scientist of the 

Centre had discussions with the Director 

General, Fishery Survey of India, to conduct a 

training programme on the “Taxonomy 

training on identification of marine Fishes” in 

collaboration with CMFRI and FSI, Chennai.    

    Starry blow fish - Arothron stellatus (Bloch)
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A scientist of the Centre attended the awareness 

programme on the “New Pension Scheme” 

organized by NSDL, Mumbai at Chennai and 

submitted a preliminary research proposal on 

avifauna to DST, New Delhi for funding. The 

live octopus in the marine aquarium of the 

Centre turned out to be a major attraction for 

the 1385 tourists and students who visited the 

Centre during the month. Sergeant Major, Blue 

Damsel, Mototang, and a variety of fishes were 

also introduced. Two papers were published 

and one research paper was submitted. One 

advisory service was rendered to a research 

scholar of the University of Madras.

Publications:

1. M. Wafar, K. Venkataraman, B. Ingole, S. 

Ajmal Khan and P. A. Lokabharathi, 2010. 

State of knowledge of coastal and marine 

biodiversity of Indian Ocean countries, 

http://one.plosjms.org/cgi

bin/main.plex?form_type=view_ms&ms_i

d=135538&ms_rev_no=0&ms_id_key=XIqX

JqIjyXHnpnivVM2wMg&j_id=125.

2. Venkataraman, K. 2010. “Chennaiyil octopus 

annachigal”. Popular article in “Kungumam, 

26.7. 2010” -- (in Tamil).

PLoS 

Comput Biol. 

Echinaster purpures During the celebration of 95th Anniversary 
of Foundation day of ZSI at MBRC

In this Issue

Desert Regional Centre, Jodhpur

Two Scientists of the Centre conducted an 

Environmental Impact Assessment Survey in 

Hadla Rawaleton, Hadla Bhatiyan and Mokha 
st thLignite Block, Bikaner from 21  to 26  July. 

Scientists of the Centre identified 10 species of 

Nematoda, 24 species of Lepidoptera, 9 species 

of Odonata and 4 species of Coleoptera from 

various environs of Rajasthan and 3 species of 

Nematodes from Gujarat. On the occasion of the 

Golden Jubilee Celebration of DRC, ZSI, 

Jodhpur, a National seminar on 'Impact of 

climate change on biodiversity and challenges 
thin Thar Desert' was organized on 9  July. 248 

persons attended the Golden Jubilee 

Celebration and participated in the National 

Seminar. The Golden Jubilee Souvenir of DRC, 

ZSI, Jodhpur and the National Seminar 

Abstract Book were released during the 

occasion. Identification and advisory services 

were provided to Ph.D. students of Govt. 

Dunger College, Bikaner and Govt. College, 

Kota on Lepidoptera, Odonata and Coleoptera. 

47 entries of identified fauna were made in the 

faunal Database of the Centre. 29 entries 

pertaining to the books in the Centre's library 

were made, employing the software, e-

granthalaya. 
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In this Issue
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Estuarine Biology Regional Centre, Gopalpur-on-Sea

A field survey was conducted in and around the 

Budhabalang Estuary, Chandipur, Baleswar 

Dist, Orissa, for a period of nine days during the 

first week of July and collected the 

representative faunal samples for taxonomic 

studies. The sea coast of Chandipur and the 

estuarine belt of Budhabalanga River near 

Balaramgadi are the breeding grounds for the 

Horseshoe crabs. A few dead and live 

horseshoe crabs, Tachypleus gigas (Müller), 

essentially a coastal species, were found along 

the coast near the mouth of the estuary. 6 

species of crabs were identified out of the 

collections from the Brahmani-Baitarani 

Estuary, Orissa. Besides, crabs under 7 species 

and fishes of 13 species were identified from the 

Nuanai Estuary, Puri Dist., Orissa. 14 visitors 

paid their visits to the museum.

A view of Budhabalang estuary, Chandipur, Orissa    

Fish fauna of Budhabalang Estuary, Chandipur, Orissa

Brown Triple tail, 
Lobotes surinamensis

Giant seaperch, Lates calcarifer                                  Common sciaenid, Daysciaena albida

In this Issue

High Altitude Regional Centre, Solan 

Three species of butterflies from Kalatop-

Khajjiar Wildlife Sanctuary were identified. 

Chapters on Reptiles for the faunal documents 

on Pangi valley and the Churdhar Wildlife 

Sanctuary were compiled. Chapters on 

Rhopalocera for the same documents are under 

preparation. Two papers were published in 

national Journals and one is under review. A 

scientist of the Centre attended a training 

programme “Financial management in 

scientific organizations for scientists” at the 

National Institute of Financial Management in 
th nd

Faridabad, from 28  June to 2  July. 

Publications: 

1. Kumar, A. (2010): Communication values of 

displays and postures in Red-vented Bulbul, 

Pycnonotus cafer (Aves: Pycnonotidae). Journal 

of Threatened Taxa 2(6): 919-929.

2. Sharma, I. (2010): Diversity and status of fish 

fauna of the river drainage systems of 

Himachal Pradesh in western Himalaya, India. 

Biosystematica, 4(1): 15-23.



ZSI e-NEWS 7 Vol.2 - No.7.

Collared Grossbeak in Kalatop-Khajjiar WLS                             Limenitis trivena in Pangi valley

In this Issue

Freshwater Biology Regional Center, Hyderabad

Field and follow-up laboratory studies-

physicochemical evaluation of lake water 

quality, analyses of seasonal data, literature 

search and taxonomic identification studies on 

various groups of wetland faunae in smaller 

lakes, raw water reservoirs (Khammam district) 

and Kolleru Lake in Andhra Pradesh were 

continued. Of the five research programmes in 

progress, studies on 3 programmes are nearing 

completion. In general, the current studies 

revealed declining entomofaunal species 

diversity in lakes around Hyderabad, 

poor/depaurate wetland faunae in raw water 

reservoir and ecological resilience in the 

extensive, Kolleru wetlands. Adhoc researches 

on developmental/allied aspects of Indian 

fairy shrimp (Streptocephalus sp.), inhabiting 

freshwaters in temporary ponds around 

Attapur, Hyderabad have been taken up.

The Center's library holdings (4800 nos.)-titles 

as books/ reference works and periodicals, 

have been uploaded in the Centralised 

database, employing the software e-granthalaya, 

version 3.0. 

Ramanella variegata                                            Ischnura senegalensis

In this Issue

A monthly faunistic survey was conducted in 

and around Canning and also along the coast of 

Matla Estuary, to study the faunal diversity in 

nd
the fish landing centers of Sunderbans on 22  

July. A total of 30 fishes, 22 Gastropods 

(Telescopium spp., cerithrids, etc.), lobsters 



ZSI e-NEWS 8 Vol.2 - No.7.

(Panulirus polyphagus) and brachyuran crabs 

(Portunus sanguinolentus) were collected. Other 

species including the mud crab Scylla serrata 

were observed along with fishes like Hilsa, 

Tunas, Mackeral, Bombay duck, Eagle Rays, Eel 

fishes etc. Comparatively, the landing of 

Bombay Duck (Harpadon nehereus) was 

dominant. 

Penaeus monodon

In this Issue

The undersea and terrestrial surveys were 

conducted in Car Nicobar Island and Rutland 
th th rd thIsland during 7  - 14  and 23  - 24  July 

respectively, to assess the status of coral reef 

and its associated faunal communities in the 

marine ecosystem and the diversity of 

invertebrate and vertebrate faunal components 

in the terrestrial ecosystem. It is revealed that 

the bleaching of corals in various parts of 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, observed 

during May to June 2010, is restricted to 15-20m 

depth of water column. However, the corals 

thriving beyond the depth of 20m had no 

impact of bleaching. It is also noticed that 

recuperation on partially bleached corals is 

under process in Rutland Island. Apart from 

these observations, 76 species of corals, 45 

species of molluscs, 30 species of echinoderms, 

22 species of phytoplankton and 31 species of 

zooplankton were identified from the marine 

ecosystem of the two aforementioned islands. 

Besides, 20 species of odonates were identified 

from Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve. A moth, 

Barsine lineatus Walker, collected from Great 

Nicobar Islands turned out to be a new record to 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  A book 

entitled, 'Guide to Opisthobranchs of Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands' was released by the Director, 
thZSI on 14  July. Annual report on the National 

Coral Reef Research Institute has been prepared 

and submitted to the administrative Ministry. 

Confiscated Schedule-I  holothurians,  

Andaman and Nicobar Regional Centre, Port Blair

Holothuria leucospilota (Brandt, 1835) and 

Actinopyga mauritiana (Quoy & Gaimard, 1833), 

were identified for the Range Officers of Port 

Blair and Little Andaman respectively, on 

request.  In addition, as per the request of the 

Deputy Conservator of Forests, Wildlife 

Division, the confiscated fins of ScheduleI 

shark, Glyphis gangeticus (Muller and Henle, 

1839), was identified. A scientist of the Centre 

attended the meeting on 'Development of 

Handicraft Sectors in Andaman and Nicobar 
th

Islands' on 5  July, and discussed the issues 

pertaining to delisting of the gastropod, Trochus 

niloticus, out of Schedule-IV category, as 

recommended by ZSI. One of the Scientists of 

the Centre p

entitled 'An analysis of bird 

communities and vegetation structure in the 

Saddle Peak National Park, A & N Islands' has 

been submitted to the Department of Science & 

Technology, New Delhi, for financial support. 

articipated and presented a paper 

in the National seminar on 'Impact of climate 

change on biodiversity and challenges in Thar 
thDesert', at DRC, ZSI, Jodhpur, on 9  July. Three 

manuscripts received from different journals 

were refereed and returned to the editors of the 

journals concerned.  Prof. S. Antony Fernando, 

Centre of Advanced Study in Marine Biology, 

Annamalai University, Tamil Nadu visited the 
th nd

Centre during 20   22  July and imparted the 

training to the research fellows of the Centre on 

the identification of Gorgonians. A project 

proposal 



ZSI e-NEWS 9 Vol.2 - No.7.

Publications:

1. Ramakrishna, C. Raghunathan and C. 

Sivapeurman, 2010. Recent trends in 

Biodiversity of Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. Published by Zoological Survey of 

India, Kolkata, 542p.

2. Ramakrishna, C.R. Sreeraj, C. Raghunathan, 

C. Sivaperuman, J.S. Yogesh Kumar, R. 

Raghuraman, Titus Immanuel and P.T. 

Rajan, 2010. Guide to Opisthobranchs of  

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Published by 

Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, 196p.

3. Jayson, E.A. and C. Sivaperuman. 2010. 

Community Ecology of Tropical Birds. New 

Indian Publishing Agency, New Delhi. 258p.

4. Ramakrishna, Q. H. Baqri and Sivaperuman, 

C., 2010. Faunal Ecology and Conservation of 

the Great Indian Desert. In: National seminar 

on impact of climate change on biodiversity and 

challenges in Thar Desert, (Eds.) Ramakrishna, 

K. Chandra, P. Bhora, G. Sharma and R. 

Sewak. pp. 3-41.

Books published Confiscated caudal Fins of Schedule-I Shark, Glyphis gangeticus 

In this Issue

Northern Regional Center, Dehra Dun

Maha Mahim Mrs. Margaret Alva, the Hon'ble 

Governor of Uttarakhand released three 

volumes of the Fauna of Uttarakhand and a 

publication entitled 'Nematodes Associated with 

Insect Pests and Soil of Teak and Sal Forests of Dehra 
thDun' on 19  July 2010”, in the auditorium of the 

Raj Bhawan at Dehra Dun. In the volumes on 

the Fauna of uttarakhand, nine chapters were 

contributed by the scientists of the Centre. The 

Fauna of Uttarakhand (2010), published in three 

parts (part-I dealing with 1060 species of 

vertebrates), (part- II dealing with 2020 species 

of insects) and (part-III dealing with 668 species 

of invertebrates other than insects) contains an 

inventory of 3748 species from the State, of 

which 3 species are new to science, 22 new 

records for India and 451 new records for the 

State. 

The manuscript on the Aves (326 species) and 

Mammals (49 species) of Kalesar National Park 

is almost in its final stages for submission. 

Apart from these, during the month, 22 species 

Butterflies were also identified and registered.

Two research manuscripts received for reviews 

from an International Foreign journal were 

offered suitable comments.  

Publications:

1. Editor-Director, Zoological Survey of India, 

2010. Fauna of Uttarakhand, State, State Fauna 

Series 18: Part 1, Part-II, and Part III.

2. Rizvi, A. N. 2010. Nematodes Associated with 

Insect Pests and Soil of Teak and Sal Forests of 

Dehra Dun, Uttarakhand, India. Occasional 

Paper No.317, Rec. zool. Surv. India, pp.1-141.

3. Khanna, V. 2010. Inventorying Myriapoda 
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Diversity in India. Soil Biota (Ed. Dr. P. 

Kathireshwari), Agrobios, India, pp.107-147.

4. Rizvi, A. N. 2010. Soil Nematodes, Soil Biota, 

(Ed.Dr.P.Kathireshwari), Agrobios, India, 

pp.79-95.

Contributions from NRC in the document, 
Fauna of Uttarakhand: 

1. Bahuguna, A. (2010) Reptiles: Zool.Surv.India, 

State fauna series 18 (1) Uttarakhand. Pp.445-

503 +3 plates 

2. Bahuguna, A. and Bhutia, P.T (2010) 

Amphibia: Zool.Surv.India, State fauna series, 

18 (1) Uttarakhand .pp 505-532

3. K h a n n a ,  V .  2 0 1 0 .   C h i l o p o d a :  

S c o l o p e n d r o m o r p h a :  C e n t i p e d e s .  

Zool.Surv.India, Fauna of States, State Fauna 

Series, 18(Part-3), 209-241.

4. Parmod Kumar, 2010. Lepidoptera: 

Rhopalocera. Zool.Surv.India, Fauna of States, 

State Fauna Series, 18(Part-2), 2010, 611-689.

5. Rizvi, A.N. 2010. Nematoda (Plant and Soil 

Nematodes) Zool.Surv.India, Fauna of States, 

State Fauna Series 18(Part-3), 2010: 81-166.

6. Sati, J.P. and Tak, P.C. (2010) Mammals. 

Zool.Surv.India, State fauna series 18 (1) 

Uttarakhand, pp.27-76.

7. Tak, P.C. and Sati, J.P. (2010) Aves. 

Zool.Surv.India, State fauna series 18 (1) 

Uttarakhand, pp 77-443.

8. Tak, P. C., Sati, J. P. and Bhutia, P. T. (2010). 

Overview. Zool.Surv.India, State fauna series 

18 (1) Uttarakhand. pp. 1-26; two maps; & I-

XV plates. Zool. Surv. India, Kolkata.

9. Uniyal, D.P. (2010) .Pisces. Zool.Surv.India, 

State fauna series 18 (1) U t t a r a k h a n d .  

Pp.533-621.

.

Maha Mahim Mrs. Margaret Alva, the Hon'ble Governor of 
Uttarakhand releasing the volumes of the 

Fauna of Uttarakhand at Raj Bhawan, Dehra Dun

Books brought out by the scientists of NRC 

In this Issue

Central Zone Regional Centre, Jabalpur

During the month, 10 species of fishes from 

Veerangana Durgavati Wildlife Sanctuary, 6 

species of Protozoa and 8 species of Cladocera 

from Singhori Wildlife Sanctuary, 12 species of 

O d o n a t a ,  f r o m  M a d h y a  P r a d e s h  &  

Chhattisgarh and 7 species of Lepidoptera 

(butterflies) from Damoh, Katni & Satna 

districts were identified. A chapter on 

Simuliidae (Diptera) from Karnataka was 

contributed to the State Fauna Series, to be 

published by the department. A checklist of 

Indian Blackflies (Diptera: Simuliidae) dealing 

with 67 species was prepared jointly with a 

scientist from ZSI, Kolkata and another 

checklist of Indian Neuropterids (Insecta: 

Megaloptera: Raphidioptera: Neuroptera), 

with information on 342 species, was prepared 

for uploading in the departmental website. 

Literature on the fresh-water fishes of Madhya 

Pradesh and Chhattisgarh was provided to 
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officials from the Fisheries department at 

Bhopal and Jabalpur. A Correspondent of the 

newspaper, 'Peoples Samachar', was provided 

with information on Asian Paradise Flycatcher - 

the State Bird of Madhya Pradesh, and 

Butterflies of Jabalpur and its environs. A 

Senior Scientist of the Centre attended the 

National Seminar, 'Impact of Climate Change 

on Biodiversity and Challenges in Thar Desert' 

that DRC, ZSI, Jodhpur on 9  July, 2010.  In 

connection with the 'Golden Jubilee 

Celebration' of CZRC, Jabalpur, a movie on 

'Deadly Neighbors' was shown to 55 children. 

During the occasion, a drawing competition 

was organised for the children and a slide show 

highlighting the importance of wildlife, 

conservation of water and on carbon foot prints 
th

was presented on 15  July, at the Centre. 

Avifauna recorded from Veerangna Durgavati Wildlife Sancturay

Eudynamys scolpacea (Linnaeus)  Asian Koel Caprimulgus asiaticus Latham Common Indian Nightjar

Ceryle rudis (Linnaeus)Lesser Pied Kingfisher Melophus lathami (Gray)Crested Bunting

In this Issue

Southern Regional Centre, Chennai

The Southern Regional Centre celebrated the 
t h95  Foundation Day of ZSI with the 

inauguration of modern Insect Storage System 

(recently installed in the Entomological 
th

Museum Section of the Centre) on 15  July by 

the Director, ZSI, Kolkata. 

During the month, scientists of SRC identified 

12 species of fishes from Kanniyakumari 

Wildlife Sanctuary and Eastern Ghats. 

Betadevario ramachandrani Pramod et. al., a new 

genus and species was described and the 

Holotype and Paratypes registered. 

Identification service on 3 species of fishes was 

rendered to Adayar Poonga of Govt. of Tamil 

Nadu. 

A senior scientist prepared identification sheets 



ZSI e-NEWS 12 Vol.2 - No.7.

for 129 species of fishes of Kalpakkam with 

photographs and basic information. Besides, 5 

species of reptiles were also identified. A scientist 

was nominated as a member of the “Core 

Advisory Committee” for Vector Biology 

constituted under ICMR. Another scientist of 

the Centre attended the training course on 

“Knowledge Management” held at the Institute 

of Secretariat Training and Management, 

Department of Personnel and Training, New 
st ndDelhi on 1  & 2  of the month. A scientist of the 

Centre participated in the awareness 

programme on 'New Pension System (NPS)', 
rdheld at Chennai, on 3  July. 

Publication: 

Pramod, P. K., Fang Fang, K. Rema Devi, Te-

YuLiao,T. J. Indra, K. S. Jameela Beevi & Sven O. 

Kullander, 2010. Betadevario ramachandrani, a 

new danionine genus and species from the 

Western Ghats of India (Teleostei: Cyprinidae: 

Danioninae). Zootaxa 2519: 31-47. 

Betadevario ramachandrani, a new genus and 
species of fish from Western Ghats 

During the inauguration of the 
Compact Insect storage System at SRC

In this Issue

Western Regional Centre, Pune

Identification of faunal samples from 

Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary and Chandoli 

National Park is in progress. A unit of the 

Compact Insect Storage System was installed in 

the entomology laboratory of the Centre. The 

th95  anniversary of Zoological Survey of India 
thwas celebrated at the Centre on 16  July. 

Current and former officers and staff 

participated in the programme and shared their 

experiences about the early days of WRC, Pune. 

Compact Insect Storage System installed at WRC, Pune
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thDuring the 95  Anniversary of ZSI celebrated at WRC, Pune

Harpegnathos saltator preying on a litter cockroach                                           Scolopendra hardwickei

In this Issue

Gangetic Plains Regional Centre, Patna

Two species of Pteromalidae (Hymenoptera) 

from Namdapha National Park, Arunachal 

Pradesh and one species of Mantodea (Insecta) 

from Jharkhand (new record from the state) 

were identified. Taxonomic revision of the 

genus Psilocera Walker (Pteromalidae) from the 

Oriental Region dealing with nine species has 

been completed which include the descriptions 

of two new species from Namdapha National 

Park. Four species of moths (Insecta: 

Lepidoptera) from Tawang district, Arunachal 

Pradesh and ten species of zooplankton from 

river Subernarekha, Jharkhand were identified. 

Two manuscripts, one on Butterflies and Moths 

comprising of 150 species and subspecies, and 

the other on coccinellid beetles (Insecta: 

Coleoptera) dealing with 10 species from 

Tawang District, Arunachal Pradesh, were 

made ready for submission. One manuscript on 

Hymenoptera was reviewed for  the 

departmental journal. 

Identification services on aquatic fauna and 

zooplankton from Ganga River were rendered 

to the M.Sc. Students of Patna University. 

Dipara sp.nov.
(Insecta: Hymenoptera: Pteromalidae)

    from Namdapha National Park, Arunachal Pradesh
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First records from Tawang district, Arunachal Pradesh

Harmonia dimidata Fabricius 
(Insecta: Coleoptera: Coccinellidae)                       

Xandarames albofasciata  Moore 
(Insecta: Lepidoptera: Heterocera) In this Issue

Arunachal Pradesh Regional Centre, Itanagar

During the month, a scientist of the Centre 

attended the 'Butterfly India Meet, 2010', 

organized by Nemcheck Valley Society for Eco-

Tourism and Wildlife Conservation (NSEWC) 

and Society for Environment Awareness & 

Conservation of Wildlife at Miao, Arunachal 

Pradesh. During the meet, 164 species of 

butterflies were recorded from in and around 

Namdapha Tiger Reserve and of these, 146 

species were identified. The Singleton, Una usta, 

a rare butterfly, has been recorded from the 

Tiger Reserve. The meet aimed at creating 

awareness to the common people about the 

conservation of Butterflies, and its subsequent 

role in nature. School Children, NGOs, Military 

Officials, and people of the local Panchayat 

The Singleton-Una usta  

participated in the programme. During this 

month, a research paper from the Centre has 

been accepted for publication.  

During the 'Butterfly India Meet, 2010'
In this Issue
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Marine Aquarium cum Regional Centre, Digha

The aquarium of the Centre received an average 

of 300 visitors per day. Around 136 examples of 

ornamental marine species were collected for 

exhibition during the month. The main exhibits 

were Sergeant major (Abudefduf bengalensis), 

Brown surgeonfish (Acanthurus nigrofuscus), 

Indian threadfin (Alectis indicus), Collared 

Buterfly (Chaetodon collare), Indian Grouper 

(Epinephelus feveatus), Sea snake (Hydrophis sp.), 

Red squirrel (Sargocentron sp.), Smoke angel 

(Apolemechthys xanthurus), Vagabond butterfly 

(Chaetodon decussates), Xanculus cornatus 

(Moorish idol), Octopus (Octopus vulgaris), 

Mullet (Mugil sp.), Travelly (Carangoides sp.) 

and Small scale terapon (Terepon puta). 

Advisory services were rendered to various 
thcolleges and institutions. The 95  Foundation 

day of ZSI was celebrated at the Centre by 

involving local school student and arranging a 

wildlife film show. Around 72 school students 

and visitors viewed the film show. Three 

research papers were published. 

Publications:

1. Yennawar, Prasanna & Tudu, Prasad, 2010. 

New record of occurrence of Indian Yellow 

Boxfish: Ostracion cubicus (Linnaeus, 1758) 

from Digha, Northern East Coast of India. 

Rec. zool. Surv. India, 110(Part 1): 115-118. 

2. Yennawar, Prasanna & Chatterjee, T.K., 

2010. Indigenous technique of converting 

selected marine fishes to fresh water 

conditions for ornamental purpose. Rec. zool. 

Surv. India, 110(Part 2): 27-30. 

3. Yennawar, Prasanna. 2010. Indigenous 

technique to achieve maximum survival and 

mating behavior of stingrays under captivity. 

Rec. zool. Surv. India, 110(Part 2): 31-34.   

Seaperch                    Red squirrel fish

Chaetodon collare smoke angel
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thDuring the 95  Foundation day of ZSI celebrated at MARC 

During the month, 8 species of Amphibia from 

East Khasi Hills were identified. Morphometric 

measurements of individuals of Euphlyctis 

cyanophlyctis (Schneider) and Euphlyctis 

hexadactylus (Lesson) were also analysed.  One 

research paper was published. Identification 

services were rendered to St. Peter's College, 

Shillong on the identity of 10 species of reptiles 

and 13 species of Pisces. A team of curators from 

Central Research and Training Laboratory, 

National Council of Science Museum, Kolkata 

and Regional Science Centre, Khanapara, 

Guwahati, visited the Museum of NERC/ZSI, 

North Eastern Regional Centre, Shillong

In this Issue

Shillong in connection with the proposed 

museum development work. The Compact 

Insect Storage System was received by the 

Centre during the month. Officers and staff of 

the Centre attended the Hindi teaching course 

on Prabodh and Pravin, conducted in the Centre 
th

thrice a week w.e.f. 19  July, 2010. 

Publication:

EditorDirector, 2010. Faunal Diversity of 

Baghmara  Rese rve  Fore s t ,  Megha laya ,  

Conservation Area Series, 44: 1-99. (Published by 

the Director, Zool.Surv.India, Kolkata).

In this Issue

Western Ghat Regional Centre, Kozhikode (Calicut)

Nineteen species of Odonata (Insecta) were 

identified from Kanniyakumari Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu.  3 research papers (two 

in foreign International journals and one in a 

domestic journal), and a popular article in 

Malayalam were published.  One research 

paper was accepted and four communicated. 

Six advisory services were rendered during the 

month. Three papers were reviewed for a 

foreign, international journal and three for 

different national journals.

Scientists of the Centre delivered 5 talks as 

detailed below: 

1. 'Faunal diversity of Kerala' at the inaugural 

function of Kakkavayal Conservation Park, 
rdCalicut on 3  July, organized by the Kerala 

Forests & Wildlife Department. 

2. 'Biodiversity of Kerala' to the students of 

Government Vocational Higher Secondary 

Glyptothorax malabarensis, 
a new species of catfish from Western Ghats 
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th
School, Nadakkavu, Calicut, on 14  July, 

organized at ZSI auditorium, by the Centre.

3. 'Importance of Biodiversity and its 

conservation' to upper primary students of 
th

Karuvattur Govt. High School, Calicut, on 16  

July, organized at ZSI auditorium, by the Centre. 

4. 'Biodiversity of Kerala' to the students of 

Government Upper Primary School School, 
rdKuruvattur, Kozhikode district, on 23  July, 

organized at ZSI Museum, by the Centre.

5. 'Biodiversity of Kerala' to the students of 

Kallamalai Upper Primary School, Vadakara, 
th

Kozhikode district, on 29  July, organized at 

ZSI auditorium, by the Centre.

A junior research fellow joined the Centre and 

initiated work on the topic, 'Studies on two little 

known super familiesCeraphronoidea and 

Cynipoidea (Hymenoptera: Insecta) of South 

Western Ghats and adjacent areas'. 

A unit of the Compact Insect Storage System 

was installed at WGRC, Calicut.

Dr. Mark Wilkinson, Head of the Reptile, 

Amphibia and Fish Section of the Natural 

History Museum, London, visited WGRC, 
th

Calicut on 6  July 2010 to study the type 

specimens and other collections of caecilians 

(Amphibia) in the faunal holdings of the Centre.

Advertisement Call of the frog, Raorchestes 

bombayensis, recorded by the scientists of the Centre 

has been uploaded in the ZSI website,  

.

1129 visitors paid their visits to the museum.                  

www.zsi.gov.in

Publications:

1. G o p i ,  K .  C .  2 0 1 0 .  G l y p t o t h o r a x  

malabarensis, a new catfish (Teleostei: 

Sisoridae) from the Western Ghats of 

Kerala, India. Zootaxa, 2528: 5360.

2. Charuwat Taekul1, Norman F. Johnson1, 

Lubomír Masner, Andrew Polaszek and 

Rajmohana. K. 2010. World species of the 

genus Platyscelio Kieffer (Hymenoptera, 

Platygastridae). ZooKeys, 50: 97126.

3. K. Kishore Kumar, Muhamed Jafer Palot and 

C. Radhakrishnan. 2010. On the distribution 

of the Slender Coral Snake, Calliophis 

melanurus (Shaw) in north Kerala, South 

India. Cobra, III (2): 14  17. 

4. Muhamed Jafer Palot. 2010. Keralthinte 

Jaivavivadyam. (Biodiversity of Kerala). 

Eureka (A Malayalam Science Fortnightly for 

Children). Vol.III. issue 2: 14-17.

 

Dr. Mark Wilkinson, Natural History Museum, London, 
thin WGRC, Calicut, on 6  July 2010, studying the 

caecilian (Amphibia) collections of the Centre

The Compact Insect Storage System installed at WGRC, Calicut

http://www.zsi.gov.in/zoological-survey-of-india/zsi-data/animal_call_1.htm
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Scientists of the WGRC delivering lectures to the student visitors In this Issue

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

SMALL TREE FROG

Rhacophorus lateralis Boulenger, 1883

[Text & Photo: K. P. Dinesh and C. Radhakrishnan, Zoological Survey of India, Calicut]

The Small Tree Frog, Rhacophorus lateralis is a 
small, slender, species reaching a Snout Vent 
Length (SVL) of 32 mm. It has a short head with 
large eyes and a short, obtusely pointed snout. 
Its fingers and toes are with enlarged discs.  It 
has a smooth dorsum and granular belly. A 
prominent dorsolateral yellow streak on each 
side from the nostril to the groin is a distinctive 
character.
This arboreal frog is mostly known from the 
lower canopy and under storey levels of the 
forests and most of its reports are from coffee 

plantations. Breeding takes place in small nests constructed on vegetation overhanging small pools, 
and the larvae develop in those pools. The species is known only from limited localities in Kerala 
and Karnataka and is endemic to the Western Ghats.
Further reading: http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/59000/0 In this Issue

http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/59000/0
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ZSI IN NEWS

New catfish species discovered in Uruttyppuzha

Major project to build DNA database of birds  contribution from ZSI   

http://www.hindu.com/2010/07/11/stories/2010071150840200.htm

http://expressbuzz.com/search/new-catfish-species-discovered-in-

uruttyppuzha/187995.html

http://www.petfrd.com/forum/showthread.php?t=26473

http://www.keralaflashnews.com/zsi-found-new-fish-in-aralam-

sanctuary.html#respond

http://www.hindu.com/2010/07/19/stories/2010071954671400.htm

News from CZRC, Jabalpur

http://www.hindu.com/2010/07/11/stories/2010071150840200.htm
http://expressbuzz.com/search/new-catfish-species-discovered-in-uruttyppuzha/187995.html
http://expressbuzz.com/search/new-catfish-species-discovered-in-uruttyppuzha/187995.html
http://www.petfrd.com/forum/showthread.php?t=26473
http://www.keralaflashnews.com/zsi-found-new-fish-in-aralam-sanctuary.html#respond
http://www.keralaflashnews.com/zsi-found-new-fish-in-aralam-sanctuary.html#respond
http://www.hindu.com/2010/07/19/stories/2010071954671400.htm
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News from DRC, Jodhpur  

News from NRC, Dehradun

In this Issue



ZSI e-NEWS 21 Vol.2 - No.7.

In this Issue

OUT OF THE BOX

DNA fingerprinting of 85 shark species carried out

Pearlspot leaps from frying pan to State fish

Vulture conservation takes wing 

Big bird bills help with heat

Lice genes 'decoded'

Cancer clues from pregnant lizards

World's smallest whale population faces extinction

Complex, Multicellular Life from Over Two Billion Years Ago Discovered

Scientists discover prehistoric fish under Great Barrier Reef 

Scientists discover new marine species in the hidden depths of the Atlantic Ocean

http://thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/article503370.ece

http://deepwarriors.com/karimeen-declared-as-the-state-fish-of-kerala/

http://www.thehindu.com/news/states/kerala/article506189.ece

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/article494004.ece

ttp://www.sciencealert.com.au/news/20102506-21087.html

http://www.indiareport.com/India-usa-uk-news/latest-news/854133/Health/10/13/10

http://www.news-medical.net/news/20100628/Cancer-clues-from-pregnant-lizards.aspx

http://www.physorg.com/news197093671.html

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/06/100630171711.htm

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/7891737/Scientists-discover-
prehistoric-fish-under-Great-Barrier-Reef.html

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100715/wl_asia_afp/australiaenvironmentcoralreef

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthpicturegalleries/7875310/Scientists-discover-
new-marine-species-in-the-hidden-depths-of-the-Atlantic-Ocean.html

http://deepwarriors.com/karimeen-declared-as-the-state-fish-of-kerala/
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/article494004.ece
ttp://www.sciencealert.com.au/news/20102506-21087.html
http://www.indiareport.com/India-usa-uk-news/latest-news/854133/Health/10/13/10
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20100628/Cancer-clues-from-pregnant-lizards.aspx
http://www.physorg.com/news197093671.html
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/06/100630171711.htm
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/7891737/Scientists-discover-prehistoric-fish-under-Great-Barrier-Reef.html
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100715/wl_asia_afp/australiaenvironmentcoralreef
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthpicturegalleries/7875310/Scientists-discover-new-marine-species-in-the-hidden-depths-of-the-Atlantic-Ocean.html
http://thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/article503370.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/states/kerala/article506189.ece
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/science-news/7891737/Scientists-discover-prehistoric-fish-under-Great-Barrier-Reef.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthpicturegalleries/7875310/Scientists-discover-new-marine-species-in-the-hidden-depths-of-the-Atlantic-Ocean.html
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PICTURE GALLERY

SRC, Chennai

 

SRC, Chennai
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ANRC, Port Blair

Cerberilla annulata
(Quoy & Gaimard, 1832)

Hypselodoris maculosa 
(Pease, 1871)

Phyllidiella zeylanica
(Kelaart, 1859)

Chromodoris striatella 
Bergh, 1876

Phyllidiacoelestis

Bergh,1905
Phyllidiella cooraburrama 
Brunckhorst, 1993

Phyllidiopsis phiphiensis
Brunckhorst, 1993

Phyllidia madangensis 
Brunckhorst, 1993

Risbecia pulchella 
(Ruppell & Leuckart, 1828)

Glossodoris atromarginata 
(Cuvier, 1804)

Gymnodorisrubropapulosa
(Bergh, 1905)

Jorunna rubescens
Bergh, 1876

New Records of Nudibrnachs to Indian waters reported from A&N Islands

In this Issue

7

POSTER SERIES

MBRC, Chennai In this Issue
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In this Issue

PAINTINGS FROM ZSI HERITAGE ALBUM

6

Pink-headed Duck

Rhodonessa caryophyllacea (Latham, 1790)

Compiled by C. Radhakrishnan, Scientist-F & Officer-in-Charge, ZSI, Calicut.


