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I am quite happy that the contributions made by ZSI to the knowledge 

on the biodiversity information through its scientific activities have 

continued to prosper with the discovery of a few more species of 

animals new to science. Intensity of the bleaching of corals, revealed 

by further undersea surveys conducted by the scientists of ZSI in 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is quite alarming. The scientists also 

rendered commendable service to the Crime Control of Wildlife and 

their products by identifying the confiscated animal body parts, and 

rendered advisory services on issues related to the biodiversity and 

its conservation. 

Dr. Ramakrishna

From the Director's Desk
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Extensive field surveys were undertaken in East Khasi Hills District, 

Meghalaya; Bhadrak and Balasore Districts of Orissa and local surveys 

were carried out in and around the Wetland areas of North 24 Parganas, 

West Bengal. 

During the month, a trematode parasite Phyllodistomum lachmii 

(Gorgoderidae: Gorgoderinae) from a fish host and a nematode 

Lagenonema thornei (Nematoda: Thornenematidae) associated with 

banana plant have been described as new to science. Besides, scientists 

of Headquarters identified 6 species of free living Protozoa, 4 species of 

Collembola, 8 species of Hemiptera, 2 species of Hymenoptera, 8 

species of Isoptera, 9 species of Lepidoptera, 7 species of Odonata, 15 

species of Orthoptera, 15 species of spiders, 14 species of Mollusca, 2 

http://www.zsi.gov.in/zoological-survey-of-india/zsi-data/checklist/index.htm
http://www.zsi.gov.in/zoological-survey-of-india/zsi-data/archives/index.htm
http://www.zsi.gov.in/zoological-survey-of-india/zsi-data/animal_call_1.htm
http://www.zsi.gov.in/zoological-survey-of-india/zsi-data/animal_call_1.htm
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species of Crustacea and 12 species of endemic 

and threatened freshwater fishes from the 

States of Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 

Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, 

Kanniyakumari Wildlife Sanctuary, Tamil 

Nadu and North Bengal.

Identification services were rendered on eight 

lots of specimens, received from different 

organisations. 

Two detained export shipment materials of 

molluscan shells received from the Regional 

Deputy Director, Wildlife Crime Control 

Bureau, Northern Region, New Delhi and a 

sample of molluscan shell received from  

Regional Deputy Director, Wildlife Crime 

Control Bureau, Eastern Region, Kolkata were 

studied and identified. Besides, 934 bird skins 

received from the Crime Control Bureau, 

MoEF, Kolkata were identified as belonging to 

the Grey Jungle Fowl, Gallus sonnerati.

Three research papers were published, nine 

accepted  for  publ i ca t ion  and e ight  

communicated.

Two research scholars from Calcutta University 

and a research scholar from Kalyani University, 

West Bengal, visited the different sections of 

Headquarters. 

A scientist from the Headquarters attended the 

training on “Technology Diplomacy” at CUTS 
st

Centre for International Trade, Jaipur from 31  
th

May to 4  June.

 

The “World Environment Day” was celebrated 
that ZSI Headquarters on 7  June in collaboration 

with the New Alipore College, Kolkata. The 

occasion was graced by Dr. Ajit Banerjee, Retd. 

IFS official, Directorate of Forests, West Bengal 

and Prof. Sujit Kumar Das, Principal, New 

Alipore College, Kolkata.

Dr. Ramakrishna, Director, Zoological Survey 

of India received the “Janaki Ammal Award for 

Taxonomy”, from His Excellency Dr. A.P.J. 

Abdul Kalam, former President of India, on the 
th

occasion of the World Environment Day (5  

June), at New Delhi.

Publications:

1. Barman, R.P., 2010. Fish biodiversity of 

India, threats and conservation. In: CAFT 

Programme on Fisheries Resource Management, 

Dr Ramakrishna, Director, Zoological Survey of India, receiving 
the 'Janaki Ammal National Award for Taxonomy', from His 
Excellency Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam (former President of India) 
on the occasion of the 'World Environment Day' (5th June 
2010), at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

Honourable Minister for communication Sri. Sachin Pilot 
releasing the book 'Animal Discoveries 2009' at Vigyan Bhawan

Confisicated Grey Jungle Fowl (Gallus sonnerati) skins received
 for identification from the Crime Control Bureau, MoEF, Kolkata 
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Training Manual, (Eds. Chakraborty, S.K., 

Jaiswar, A.K., Shenoy, L., Deshmukhe, G. 

and Landge, A.T.), Central Institute of 

Fisheries Education, Versova, Mumbai, pp. 

99-107. 

2. Gantait, V.V., Bhattacharya, T. and 

Chatterjee, A., 2010. A new species of the 

g e n u s  L a g e n o n e m a  ( N e m a t o d e :  

Thornenematidae) associated with banana 

from India. Opuscla Zoologica Budapest, 41 (1): 

77-81.

3. Shuvajit Chakrabarti, 2010. On a new 

trematode parasite Phyllodistomum lachmii n. 

sp. (Gorgoderidae: Gorgoderinae) from fish 

host Septipinna phasa of Haridevpur fish 

market, Kolkata, West Bengal.  J. Interacad., 

14 (2): 199-203. 
In this Issue

Central Zone Regional Centre, Jabalpur

A field survey was conducted in Veerangana 
rd thDurgavati Wildlife Sanctuary from 23  to 29  of 

the month for faunal studies. Twenty one 

species of Lepidoptera, from Veerangana 

Durgavati Wildlife Sanctuary and 8 species of 

Mantodea  f rom Madhya Pradesh  & 

Chhattisgarh were identified during the month. 

A checklist of Orthoptera was uploaded in the 

ZSI website. Two research papers were 

published and 2 communicated. A scientist of 

the Centre attended the training course on 
th th

“Good Governance” from 14  - 18  June at 

ISTM, New Delhi. One research paper was 

reviewed for an outside journal. Mr. Sanjay 

Paunikar, Forest Entomology Division, TFRI, 

Jabalpur was provided identification & 

advisory service on Jungle Cat and information 

and literature on the classification of “Birds of 

India. Dr. Nidhi Kakkar, Department of 

Zoology, University College, Kurukshetra was 

provided the reprints on Aphodiinae 

(Scarabaeidae:  Coleoptera)  of  India.  

Identification services were also rendered on 

aquatic insects to an outside party. Information 

on Mecoptera & Embioptera (Insecta) of West 

Bengal was provided to a senior scientist of the 

Headquarters. The correspondent of Haribhumi 

newspaper was provided with the information 

on Museum Display of  the  Centre .  

Correspondent, Peoples Samachar, Jabalpur was 

given the information on the 'Crows' known 

from Madhya Pradesh. A senior scientist was 

invited as Chief Guest at Shri Ram Institute of 

Technology, Jabalpur on the occasion of the 

celebration of the World Environment Day and 

he delivered a lecture on “Biodiversity and its 

Conservation”. The World Environment Day 

was celebrated at the Centre on 5th June. 

Fauna of Veerangna Durgavati Wildlife Sanctuary 

Canis aureus indicus Linnaeus Asiatic Jackal Leptoptilos javanicus (Horsefield) Lesser Adjutaut Stork 
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Ciconia episcopus (Boddaert) White-necked Stork Sarkidiornis melanotos (Pennant) Comb Duck

Publications:

1. Chandra, Kailash, 2007. Observations of sea 

birds during XXI Indian Expedition to 

Antartica (2001-2002). Twenty First Indian 

Expedition to Antatartica, Scientific Report, 

Ministry of Earth Sciences, Technical 

Publication No. 19, pp. 135-153. 

2. Chandra, Kailash and Rajan, P.T., 2010. 

Biodiversity of Barren Island, Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands. In: Recent Trends in 

Biodiversity of Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

(Published by ZSI, Kolkata) p. 443-448. 

In this Issue

High Altitude Regional Centre, Solan 

Three species of Orthoptera, 2 species of 

butterflies and 1 saurian species from Kalatop-

Khajjiar Wildlife Sanctuary were identified. 

Two papers were published in an International 

Journal. Scientists of the Centre attended a 

brainstorming session with the theme 

“Commemoration of 200 years of Charles 

Darwin's Birth”, at Shoolini University, Solan 
st ndon 21 & 22  June. 

Publications: 

1. Sidhu, A. K. (2010): Puddling on edges of 

brakish water lakes in high altitude butterflies 

(Lepidoptera: Papilionoidea) in cold desert 

of Ladakh, India. Association of Tropical 

Lepidoptera Notes, USA June issue: 3-4.

2. Rose, H. S., M. Kaur and A. K. Sidhu (2010): 

New larval host plant of Phalanta phalanta 

(Drury) (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae) with 

some notes on its life history. Association of 

Tropical Lepidoptera Notes, USA June issue: 4.

A Goral doe in Kalatop-Khajjiar WLS  Aulocera saraswati at Pangi Valley Oriotaris major (Jerdon)in 
Kalatop-Khajjiar WLS

In this Issue
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Northern Regional Center, Dehra Dun

The Regional Centre conducted four surveys 

during the month, two in Dehra Dun Distt., one 

in Jhilmil Jheel Conservation Reserve and one in 

Haridwar for Ecological and Molecular study of 

freshwater turtles.

Nematodes belonging to 5 species and 

butterflies belonging to 25 species have been 

identified and 326 species of birds were 

checklisted from Kalesar National Park which 

included 17 first records of birds. Contacts have 

been made with the Governor of Uttarakhand 

seeking her consent for the release of the 

document, Fauna of Uttarakhand.  Also the 

preparations for celebration of Golden Jubilee 

of the Centre in the month of August 2010 are 

also underway.

Four research manuscripts received for reviews 

from an International Foreign journal were 

offered suitable comments by a scientist of the 

Centre.

Publication:

Rizvi, A.N.2010.  Soil Nematode Fauna of 

Ladakh, Envis Newsl., ZSI, 16(1&2): 15-16.
In this Issue

Estuarine Biology Regional Centre, Gopalpur-on-Sea

Eleven species of prawns 

from Brahmani-Baitarani 

Estuary, Orissa, 11 species of 

fishes from Nuanai Estuary, 

Orissa and 4 species of 

freshwater f ishes from 

Namdapha National Park, 

Arunachal Pradesh were 

identified during the month. 

16 visitors paid their visits to 

the Centre's museum.
Indian pond heron-Ardeola grayii                          Monodactylus argenteus

In this Issue

Southern Regional Centre, Chennai

Thirteen species of fishes and 4 species of 

reptiles from Kanniyakumari Wildlife 

Sanctuary were identified. Scientists of the 

Centre delivered a series of lectures on the 

objectives and ongoing research activities of 

Zoological Survey of India, basic principles of 

taxonomy, collection, preservation & 

identification of fauna to M.Sc students from 

the Department of Zoology, University of 

Madras, as a part of their Internship training 
th thprogramme during 4  -11  June. A senior 

scientist refereed two scientific articles for an 

outside journal and attended the IUCN meeting 

on fresh water Fishes of Eastern Himalayas and 

thBiodiversity Assessment Evaluation from 10  -
th14  June, at Coimbatore. Another scientist 

participated and a delivered lecture on “Blood-

sucking midges Culicoides sp. (Diptera: 

Ceratopogonidae) and Blue tongue virus 

disease in India” at the Indo-UK workshop 
th

organized by Madras Veterinary College on 7  

of the month.

Publication:

G. Thirumalai. 2010. Aquatic and semi-aquatic 

Heteroptera (Insecta) from the cold desert of 

Ladakh., ENVIS Newsletter (ZSI) 16(1&2): 13-14.
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Indian Gaur, Bos gaurus    Indian Giant Squirrel, Ratufa indica 

In this Issue

Marine Biology Regional Centre, Chennai

Thirty four species of marine nematodes and 10 

species of marine mollusks were identified and 

registered during this month. A senior scientist 

of the Centre attended the workshop on “EIA 

Biodiversity Data Discovery and Publishing” at 

Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun and 

presented a theme paper on “What is needed 

for EIA Faunal Diversity Information System-

Zoological Survey of India”. Scientists of the 

Centre participated in the 'National 

consultation workshop for identification of 

Research gaps in Coastal and Marine 

Biodiversity conservation in India' at Chennai 

organized by WII, Dehradun and the 

Institutional Animal Ethics Committee (IAEC) 

meeting at Stanley Medical College, Chennai as 

a CPCSEA nominee.  A senior scientist of the 

Centre submitted comments on a Project 

Proposal submitted to MoEF for financial 

support. Internship for M.Sc., Zoology students 

from University of Madras was undertaken at 

the Centre and the procedures for collection, 

preservation and identification of marine 

organisms were taught. One of the scientists of 

the Centre delivered a lecture on 'Corals and 

coral reefs of Andaman Nicobar Islands' to 

School Children of the 'Vacation Training 

Programme on bioresources', organized by the 

Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural 

History, at Port Blair. 554 tourists visited the 

marine aquarium during the month. Octopus, 

marine snakes and variety of fishes were 

introduced in to the marine aquarium. One 

research paper was communicated. Two 

advisory services were rendered. 

Coral fish                                               Manta ray                                         Parrot fish

In this Issue
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Four species of Hymenoptera (Pteromalidae) 

from Namdapha National Park, Arunachal 

Pradesh which include one new species, 8 

species of moths (Lepidoptera) from Tawang 

district, Arunachal Pradesh and 15 species of 

fishes from river Subernarekha, Jharkhand and 

4 species of Pteromalidae of Maharashtra out of  

a collection received from ZSI, Kolkata were 

identified. Identification service on some 

benthic-macro-invertebrates and zooplankton 

has been rendered to the M.Sc. Students of 

Patna University. A scientist of the Centre 

attended the training programme on “Cyber 

Laws, information security and computers” 

sponsored by DST at the Indian Institute of 

Gangetic Plains Regional Centre, Patna

th th
Public Administration, New Delhi on 14  to 20  

June. A Workshop on Official language (Hindi) 

was organized on the topic “Implementation of 
th

Official Language Act 3(3)” on 28  June 2010.

Dipara sp.nov. (Insecta: Hymenoptera: Pteromalidae)
 from Namdapha National Park

Bagarius yarelli Sykes from 
River Subernarekha, Jharkhand

Chitala chitala (Ham. Buch.) from 
River Subernarekha, Jharkhand

Asian Open billed stork, 
Anastomus oscitans at Banks of river Ganga

In this Issue

Marine Aquarium cum Regional Centre, Digha

Thirty six different varieties of ornamental 

marine species and 52 fresh water species were 

procured for exhibition during this month. 

Apart from the earlier ornamental stock, during 

the month, the major attraction among visitors 

was the recently collected Porcupine fish 

Porcupinefish                                                        Bicolor tang



ZSI e-NEWS 8 Vol.2 - No.6.

(Diodon sp.) and varieties of cichlids. The newly 

renovated fish community tank and freshwater 

pond in the aquarium premises also caught 

attention of many visitors. Through local 

surveys, 55 examples of marine invertebrates 

from different group viz. molluscs, crustaceans, 

cnidarians, etc. were collected under the 

Annual Plan of Research Work. Project work of 

a PG student (M.Sc. - Environmental Science) 

from the Vidya Sagar University, Midnapore 

was supervised.

Renovated freshwater tank                                       Renovated salt water tank

In this Issue

Freshwater Biology Regional Center, Hyderabad

Regular field and follow-up laboratory 

taxonomic identification / ecological studies on 

four research programmes assigned to the 

Centre were continued.  One sewage-fed water 

body (Langer House Lake, Hyderabad) was 

taken up for random limnobiological studies 

under the programme  semiurban and urban 

lakes. Ecological evaluation of the trophic 

(nutrient) status vis-à-vis physico-chemical/ 

biological indicators indicated that the overall 

ecological quality of the water is not good even 

from the recreational standards and the circa    

1-2 hectares is apparently devoid of 

microscopic zooplankton elements and plays 

host to barely 2 spp. of water fowls.  Laboratory 

identification studies on the major wetland 

faunae from Palair Lake, a raw water reservoir, 

were continued and the vertebrate nekton 

component  predominantly food fish groups 

and their respective species identified (7 spp.).  

A research report on the studies on the entomo-

faunal diversity, predominantly aquatic bugs 

(Hemiptera) and beetles (Coleoptera) from 

various lake types in and around Hyderabad is 

under finalisation. Final observations and 

analysis  based up on 6 seasonal field studies  

on the 90,000 hectares sprawling shallow water  

lake (Kolleru, a Ramsar site), are being drawn 

up for an exhaustive inventory of  all major 

wetland faunae observed / collected from over 

200 odd sampling sites spread over various bed 

and belt villages within the swampy grass land.  

Despite ecological threats and habitat 

fragmentation in the past (primarily due to 

extensive, often illegal aqua cultural farms), the 

over all inventory of wetland birds and 
A flock of Asian open bill Stork 

(Anastomus oscitans) in flight around Kolleru Lake
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associated fauna shows good diversity, both in 

terms of content (nos.) and species (diversity).  

Advisory service was rendered, on request, to 

the Member Environment, Hyderabad 

Metropolitan Development Authority, on the 

bio-remediation options as restoration 

measures towards remediation of Hussain 

Sagar, through desilting / dredging of different 

major nallahs / streams flowing into the lake. 

In this Issue

Desert Regional Centre, Jodhpur

Scientists of the Centre identified 4 species of 

Nematoda, 8 species of Lepidoptera and 6 

species of Odonata and 3 species of Coleoptera 

from various environs of Rajasthan. On the 

occasion of Golden Jubilee Celebration of the 

Centre, preparations were made to conduct a 

National seminar on Impact of climate change on 
thbiodiversity and challenges in Thar Desert on 9  

July, 2010. The“Compact Insect Storage System” 

has been installed in the Museum for upkeep of 

Insect collections. 59 entries of identified fauna 

were made in the faunal Database of the Centre. 

42 entries pertaining to the books in the Centre's 

library was made employing the software,        

e-granthalaya. 

“Compact Insect Storage System” installed at DRC/ZSIBlack Buck at Guda Bishnoi 
village, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Blue Bull at Kumbhalgarh
Wildlife Sanctuary, Rajasthan

In this Issue

Andaman and Nicobar Regional Centre, Port Blair

In continuation to the mass bleaching of corals 

reported from Mahatma Gandhi Marine 

National Park and North Andaman Islands 

during May 2010, undersea surveys were 

intensified in the Rani Jhansi Marine National 
th th

Park and Ritchie's Archipelago during 7  to 12  

June to monitor the health of corals.  It is 

observed that the extent of coral bleaching 

ranged from 23.5 to 56.89% in the islands such 

as Havelock, Outram, South Button, Inglis, 

Wilson, Nicholson, John Lawrence, Wall and 

Peel. It is also found that 41.24% of beached 

corals were over grown by algae while 3.63% of 

corals bleached partially. A total of 57 species of 

scleractinian corals were affected by the present 

bleaching phenomena and among them 19 

species lack the possibility of recovery as these 

corals are overgrown by algae. Apart from that, 

116 species of corals, 38 species of molluscs, 32 

species of echinoderms, 15 species of 

phytoplankton and 27 species of zooplankton 

were identified from the marine ecosystem of 

Ritichie's Archipelago. Besides, 7 species of 

moths were identified from previous 

collections made at North Andaman and 26 

species of fishes from the unnamed collections 

of the Centre. Among them, a moth Saroba 

maculicosta Walker turned out to be a new 

distributional record to A&N Islands. 32 

species of corals were registered in the National 
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Zoological Collection. Manuscripts on new records 

of corals (85 species), fishes (74 species) along 

with Fungiids (46 species) of A&N Islands were 

submitted for publication. Annual report on the 

Lead Institution-Great Nicobar Biosphere 

Reserve has been prepared and submitted to the 

administrative Ministry.  Confiscated elephant 

tusks and 6 species of spiders were identified 

for Wildlife Division of Andaman & Nicobar 

Administration on request. An estranged mammal 

(endemic Crab Eating Macaque) was rescued 

and retained in the Zoo as requested by Deputy 

Conservator of Forests, Mini Zoo, Port Blair.  A 

scientist of the Centre attended the Consultation 

Meeting on Strengthening the Partnership for 

the Man and Biosphere Reserve Programme 
nd rdheld at Munnar, Kerala during 22  to 23  June, 

and served as a expert in the Brain Storming 

Session for Issues of Animals for Dissection in 

Laboratory Experiments in University and 
th

Colleges held at UGC, New Delhi during 25  

June. A lecture on Activities and Achievements 

of ZSI/ANRC, Port Blair was delivered by a 

scientist on the eve of World Environment Day 
th(5  June), organized by Department of 

Environment and Forests, A&N Islands. 

Bleached coral, Acropora gemmifera Bleached coral, Acropora monticulosa Bleached coral, Ctenactis crassa

Bleached coral, Pocillopora eydouxi Reef fish, Amphiprion ocellaris Confiscated elephant tusk

In this Issue

A field survey was undertaken in West Khasi 
st thHills district, Meghalaya from 21  - 26  of the 

month, to study the earthworm fauna of the area 

and collected representative faunal samples. 

The amphibians collected from recent survey to 

East Khasi Hills district, Meghalaya were 

subject to taxonomic studies. Identification 

services were rendered to the Department of 

Zoology, North Eastern Hill University, 

Shillong, on the identity of 16 species of fishes 

and also to St. Anthony's College, Shillong, on 6 

species of fishes. The manuscript on Faunal 

Inventory of Nokrek Biosphere Reserve is being 

finalized for submission. Scientists from 

Botanical Survey of India, Shillong and officials 

from the state forest department, Govt. of 

Meghalaya, visited the Centre during the 

month. 2 staff of the Centre attended the first 

meeting of Town official language Implementation 
th

Committee at Shillong on the 10  June, 2010. 

In this Issue

North Eastern Regional Centre, Shillong
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Arunachal Pradesh Regional Centre, Itanagar

106 species of birds were identified from 

Tawang and surrounding places, most of them 

belonging to the Order Passeriformes such as 

laughingthrushes, flycatchers, redstarts, 

warblers etc. Besides, 7 species of Orthoptera 

and 4 species of Lepidoptera were also 

identified during the month. Two research 

manuscripts on birds were reviewed and 

offered suitable comments by a scientist of the 

Centre. A scientist from G.B. Pant Institute of 

Himalayan Environment and Development, 

North-east unit deposited one Holotype and 

two Paratypes of a new species of catfish 

Glyptothorax dikrongensis at the Centre. 15 

school and college students visited the library 

and museum. 

Publication:

Maheswaran, G. (2010) Birds of Leh and the 

surrounding places in Ladakh. ENVIS Newsletter 

(ZSI) 16 (1&2): 5-12.

Atrophaneura sp.                                        Attractomorpha sp.

Gandaca harina                                                       Rufous Sibia    

Russet Sparrow                                               Striated Laughingthrush In this Issue
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Western Regional Centre, Pune

Scientists of the Centre identified 

7 species of mollusca, 9 species of 

C l a d o c e r a ,  9  s p e c i e s  o f  

Rhopalocera (Lepidoptera), 6 

species of Pisces and 1 genus of 

Acrididae (Orthoptera) from 

Radhanagari Wildlife sanctuary  

and Chandoli National Park.  

Identification service was 

rendered on 25 species of to the 

Department of Zoology, Shivaji 

University. A scientist of the 

Centre participated in a training 

course on “Good Governance” at 

the Institute of Secretarial 

Training & Management, New Delhi during the month. A 

student of M.Sc. Biodiversity programme, Garware College, 

Pune has been guided for her dissertation work on Odonata 

diversity of Pune district. 

A herd of Chinkara (Gazella bennettii) observed at Mayureshwar W.L.S, near Pune

In this Issue

A field survey was conducted at Bhadra Wildlife 
th stSanctuary (Karnataka) from 15  to 21  June. 10 

species of Platygastridae (Hymenoptera: Insecta) 

were identified and the Genus Cremastobaeus 

Ashmead turned out to be collected for the first 

time from India. Two species identified under 

this genus turned out to be new to science. 

Western Ghat Regional Centre, Kozhikode (Calicut)

Another species under the genus Duta Nixon has 

also been confirmed as new to science. 

Compilation of a checklist of two subfamilies 

viz, Platygstrinae and Sceliotrachelinae 

(Platygastridae) is in progress.  Besides, 9 species 

of Odonata were identified from Kanniyakumari 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu. During the 

Scientists of WGRC/ZSI delivering lectures to school students on the topic, 'Biodiversity of Kerala' 
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month, one research paper was published and 

four papers processed for submission.  

Identification service on 21 species of Odonata 

(Insecta) was rendered to a M.Sc. (Zoology) 

student of Farook College, Kozhikode. Two 

advisory services (on the faunal resources of 

Parambikulam Tiger Reserve in connection with 

the preparation of new Conservation Plan for 

the Tiger Reserve and on the Kozhikode Forest 

Division in connection with the preparation of 

new Working Plan for the Kozhikode Forest 

Division)were also rendered.

Scientists of the Centre delivered the following 

talks:

“Biodiversity of Kerala” to the students of Govt. 

Higher Secondary School, Kuttikkattor, 
thKozhikode on 15  June; students of Govt.Upper 

Primary School, Thiruvannur, Kozhikode on 

nd22  June and on “Biodiversity of Western 

Ghats” to the students of Providence Women's 
thCollege, Kozhikode on 16  June. 

A scientist of the Centre attended the training on 

“Technology Diplomacy” at CUTS Centre for 
st thInternational Trade, Jaipur from 31  May to 4  June.

Advertisement Call of the frog, Raorchestes 

glandulosus, recorded by the scientists of the 

Centre has been uploaded in the ZSI website, 

.

108 visitors paid their visits to the museum.

Publication:

K. P. Dinesh, C. Radhakrishnan, K. V. Gururaja 

& Anil Zacariya. 2010. New locality records of 

Rhacophorus lateral is  Boulenger,  1883 

(Amphibia: Anura: Rhacophoridae), in Western 

Ghats, India. Journal of Threatened Taxa, 2(6): 986-

989.

www.zsi.gov.in

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

PYGMY HOG

Porcula salvania Hodgson, 1847

[Text & Photo: A. K. Sanyal and J. K. De, Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata 700 053]

The Pygmy hog (Porcula salvania Hodgson, 1847) was first 

described by Hodgson in 1847 from Sikkim terai, India, as the 

sole surviving species under the genus Porcula. 

Pygmy hog, the smallest, rarest and the specialized wild suid, 

lives in typical floodplain habitats such as secondary 

successional forests or dense tall riverine grasslands. 

Adult males are longer (61-71 cm) and more robust than 

females (55-62 cm). They weigh 8 to 9 kg. Hogs are about 10-20 

times less in body mass than wild pigs (Sus scrofa). Their skin is 

dark brownish-black and the coat is grey-brown along the 

back and pale on under parts. The head is sharply tapered and 

have a slight crest of hair on the forehead and on the back of the 

neck. The males have visible tushes (upper canine teeth) on the 

sides of the mouth and a band of dark hair along the ridge of 

the nose. They are omnivorous.

In this Issue

http://www.zsi.gov.in/zoological-survey-of-india/zsi-data/animal_call_1.htm
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Males are solitary throughout the year, except 

during the mating season towards the end of 

November. Female hogs are usually found in 

small groups, known as 'sounders', formed of 

one or two adults and their young. The 

gestation period is about 100 days. These suids 

live for about 8 to 10 years, becoming sexually 

mature at 1-2 years. The nests used by both 

sexes at all times of the year, are built by digging 

a small trench and covering it with grass. Their 

home range is about 25 hectares. Through soft 

grunting calls, they maintain contact between 

individuals within their dense habitat.

Pygmy hogs formerly occurred along the 

southern Himalayan foothills, through the terai 

region of India, Bhutan and Nepal. They were 

feared to be extinct by 1960, till a very small 

population was rediscovered by a British 

Naturalist Jeremy Mallinson in 1971 from 

Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary in north-western 

Assam. But as of now, the only known 

surviving wild population (about a little more 

than 150 individuals) occurs in Manas National 

Park. 

Considering its critical state of existence, IUCN 

has accorded the highest priority rating (The 

Critically Endangered) to the species placing it 

among the most endangered of all animals. It is 

also included in Schedule I, Part I, of the Indian 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. The species is 

listed as Endangered in the Red Data Book, in 

Appendix I in CITES.  

The main threat to the survival of pygmy hogs 

is loss and destruction of habitat due to 

anthropogenic activities. 

Owing to the critical status of the pygmy hog, 

The Pygmy Hog Conservation Programme 

(PHCP) - a broad based research and 

conservation programme - is being conducted 

under the aegis of International Conservation 

Management and Research Agreement 

(ICMRA). Objectives of the programme include 

conservat ion  through breeding  and 

reintroductions.

Apart from this, Scientists in ZSI, Kolkata have 

initiated a project, funded by the State 

Government, to study the feasibility of 

reintroduction of pygmy hogs at Gorumara 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Jalpaiguri district, West 

Bengal.

Further reading:

http://zsienvis.nic.in/newsletter/Vol.%2012.

pdf

http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/de

tails/21172/0
In this Issue

http://zsienvis.nic.in/newsletter/Vol.%2012.pdf
http://zsienvis.nic.in/newsletter/Vol.%2012.pdf
http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/21172/0
http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/21172/0
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OUT OF THE BOX

Threatened bird species in India rise to 154

http://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?683297

Toads as astrologers of earthquakes

http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/10jun2010/1429.pdf

Lilliput jumbos- a subject of debate (India)

Mountains may be cradles of evolution

http://www.nature.com/news/2009/090925/full/news.2009.952.html?s=news_rss

The Making of India: Geodynamic Evolution

http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/10jun2010/1524.pdf

Nature at Work: Ongoing Saga of Evolution

http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/10jun2010/1526.pdf

From Butterflies' Wings to Bank Notes: How Nature's Colors Could Cut Bank Fraud

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/05/100530144025.htm

http://www.savetheelephants.org/news-reader/items/
lilliput-jumbos--a-subject-of-debate-40india41.html

In this Issue

ZSI IN NEWS
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Massive fall in the number of butterflies in the Himalayas

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2010/20100627/spectrum/nature.htm

http://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?683297
http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/10jun2010/1429.pdf
http://www.savetheelephants.org/news-reader/items/lilliput-jumbos--a-subject-of-debate-40india41.html
http://www.nature.com/news/2009/090925/full/news.2009.952.html?s=news_rss
http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/10jun2010/1524.pdf
http://www.ias.ac.in/currsci/10jun2010/1526.pdf
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/05/100530144025.htm
http://www.tribuneindia.com/2010/20100627/spectrum/nature.htm
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Lion

Panthera leo persica (Meyer, 1826)

Compiled by C. Radhakrishnan, Scientist-F & Officer-in-Charge, ZSI, Calicut.
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