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Sl. No. State / Union Territory No. of Species 

 1. Gujarat 2

2. Maharashtra 1

3. West Bengal 1

4. Andaman & Nicobar 2

 Total number of species 3
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Introduction: The faunal communities under 

the Phylum Phoronida are commonly known as 

Horse-shoe worms. They are sedentary animals 

living in borrows and tubes structure. The body 

divided in to two parts consists of a bunch of 

lophopores and anus. External part of the body 

has no coating but they form a rigid chitionuous 

tube and they can grow up to 2 to 20 cm long and 

1.5 mm width. They follow hermaphroditic or 

dioecious mode of reproductive process to 

complete its life cycle and produce actinotroch 

larvae.

Global diversity: The phylum comprises of 

only 13 described species.

Diversity in India: A total of only 3 species (2 

species level and 1 genus level) belonging to 2 

genera of family Phoronidae are recorded. 
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Endemism: No endemism has been recorded 

from India. 

Habitat: They found in all oceans except Polar 

Regions, along coastlines, from intertidal 

regions to subtidal regions up to approximately 

400 meters. They live inside flexible tube like 

structures.

Ecological Significance: They are an important 

food source for grazers. 

H u m a n  S i g n i fi c a n c e :  D i r e c t  h u m a n 

significance not yet reported. 

Threatened species: Not yet assessed.

Protected Species as per WPA: Phoronids are 

not listed under any schedules of Indian Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972.

Species under CITES: There is no species 

enlisted under the CITES Appendices.

Invasive alien species: No horse-shoe worm 

species is reported as invasive in Indian waters.

Gap areas: Phoronids are poorly documented in 

India. Morphological studies on the phylum is 

scarce but recent years most of researchers 

Table 1: Phoronida of India, State-wise distribution

Diversity in States: Presented in table 1.  



applying molecular techniques to discover more 

species. Comprehensive studies are required to 

explore the faunal group from the coasts of 

India.

 

Table 2:  Phoronids of India

Sl. No. Species 

Systematic list: Species list cited below (Table 2).

1. Phoronis australis Haswell, 1883

2. Phoronis psammophila Cori, 1889

3. Phoronopsis sp.
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