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Sl. No. State / Union Territory No. of Species 

 1. Gujarat 1

2. Kerala 1

3. Tamil Nadu 3

4. Andaman & Nicobar 2

5. Lakshadweep 6

 Total number of species 10 

NEMERTEA

NEMERTEA
Tamal Mondal* and C. Raghunathan

Zoological Survey of India, Prani Vigyan Bhavan, M-Block, New Alipore – 700053, Kolkata, 
West Bengal  *Correspondence author: t_genetics@yahoo.com

Introduction: Nemerteans also known as 

ribbon worms or proboscis worms belong to the 

Phylum Nemertea. They are characterized by 

unsegmen ted ,  coe loma te ,  b i l a t e r a l l y 

symmetrical as well as dorsoventrally flattened 

structural organization of slim body, usually 

only a few millimetres wide, although a few 

have relatively short but wide bodies. Most of 

the species are brightly colored with different 

patterns of pigmentation such as yellow, orange, 

red and green coloration.

Global diversity: The Phylum comprises of 
1371 described species under 5 classes.

Diversity in India: In India, 10 species 
belonging to 9 genera and 7 families in four 
orders are recorded. 
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Endemism: No endemism has been recorded 

from India. 

Habitat: The majority of nemerteans are found 

in marine benthic habitats, but several species 

are limnic, terrestrial, or marine pelagic. 

Ecological Significance: Nemertea plays an 

important ecological role in the food chain. 

Most species are carnivores, and few are 

voracious predators in food chain.

Human Significance: No human significance 

has been reported yet. However, few ribbon 

worms produce tetrodotoxin which may have 

some pharmacological significance. 

Threatened species: No species of nemertea 

from India is assessed for IUCN threatened 

categories.

Protected Species as per WPA: Nemerteans 

are not listed under any schedules of Indian 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

Species under CITES: There is no species 

enlisted under the CITES Appendices.

Invasive alien species: No nemertea species is 

Table 1: Nemertea of India, State-wise distribution

Diversity in States: Presented in table 1. 



 

Table 2:  Nemerteans of India

Sl. No. Species 

reported to be invasive in Indian waters.

Gap areas: Nemertea studies from India were 

poorly recorded with only 10 species from the 

coastal areas of states and union territories. The 

discovery of new species or a lack of knowledge 

about nemertean species from India may be due 

to challenges in field collection, preservation, or 

a lack of literature. Thus, more focus is required 

to studies on nemertean from Indian waters.

Systematic list: Species list cited below (Table 2).

1. Prosadenoporus buergeri Punnett, 1903

2. Dinonemertes investigatoris Laidlaw, 1906

3. Drepanophorella rosea (Punnett, 1903)

4. Balionemertes australiensis Sundberg, Gibson & Olsson, 2003

5. Gorgonorhynchus repens Dakin & Fordham, 1931

6. Cerebratulus gardineri Punnett, 1903

7. Evelineus mcintoshii (Langerhans, 1880)

8. Baseodiscus hemprichii (Ehrenberg, 1831)

9. Notospermus tricuspidatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1833)

10. Notospermus albovittatus (Stimpson, 1855)
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