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Introduction: Millepeds are largest soil arthropods which are often called as "thousand legged worms" 
or "rain worms". They are major saprophagous arthropods in the temperate and tropical ecosystems. 
They are detritivores and enhance soil microbial activity and redistribute organic material and facilitate 
release of soil nutrients. 

Global diversity: Diplopoda includes around 12,979 species under 14 orders distributed globally 
except Antarctica.

Diversity in India: In India, 287 species belonging to 95 genera and 26 families in 12 orders are 
recorded. 
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Diversity in States

1 Andhra Pradesh 6 5 

Sl.No. State/Union Territory No. Species No. Endemic Species 

2 Arunachal Pradesh 3 3 

3 Assam 29 25 

4 Bihar 7 6 

5 Chhattisgarh 3 3 

6 Gujarat 6 5 

7 Goa 3 3 

8 Haryana 4 3 

9 Himachal Pradesh 7 7 

10 Jharkhand 3 3 

11 Karnataka 17 14 

12 Kerala 62 53 

13 Madhya Pradesh 5 4 

14 Maharashtra 28 28 

15 Manipur 3 3 

16 Meghalaya 5 5 

17 Mizoram 3 3 

18 Nagaland 3 3 

19 Odisha 10 9 

20 Punjab 4 4 

21 Rajasthan 3 3
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22 Sikkim 10 9 

23 Tamil Nadu 131 121 

24 Telangana 5 4 

25 Tripura 3 3 

26 Uttar Pradesh 9 7 

27 Uttarakhand 7 7 

28 West Bengal 43 34 

29 Andaman & Nicobar 5 4 

30 Chandigarh 3 3 

31 Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu 3 3 

32 Delhi 5 5 

33 Jammu & Kashmir 8 7 

34 Ladakh 3 3 

35 Lakshadweep 3 3 

36 Puducherry 4 4 

37 State Unknown 14 14 

 INDIA TOTAL 287 256 

Sl.No. State/Union Territory No. Species No. Endemic Species 

Endemism: 256 species are endemic to India. High endemism is reported from the Western Ghats of 
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, West Bengal and Assam.

Habitat: Millipedes are found in soil and leaf litter. They prefer moist conditions. Some species are 
found in canopies also.

Ecological Significance:  Millipedes have an important role in ecology especially in the food chain as a 
“decomposer”. They are the major saprophagous in temperate and tropical ecosystems.

Human Significance: Tymbodesmus falcatus (Karsch, 1881) and Sphenodesmus sheribongensis 
(Schiøtz, 1966) are used as food and some are used as medicine by tribals of Africa.

Threatened species: Species from India are not assessed for IUCN threat categories.

Protected Species as per WPA (2022): Millipedes are not listed under any schedules of Wildlife 
Protection Act (2022).

Species under CITES: Indian Millipedes are not listed under any appendices of CITES.

Invasive alien species: Not record regarding Invasive alien species in Millipedes.

Gap areas: Millipedes are poorly documented from many states, especially from western Himalaya 
(Uttarakhand), north-east (Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura etc.) Tripura, Mizoram, Nagaland, Jharkhand, 
Goa, Chhattisgarh, Arunachal Pradesh and Indian Islands. Many species are known only from type 
collection and not reported for more than last fifty years.

FAUNA OF INDIA CHECKLIST



4 Arthropoda: Myriapoda: Diplopoda

SYSTEMATIC  LIST

Class: Diplopoda

Order: Polyxenida

Family: Lophoproctidae Silvestri, 1897

Genus: Lophoturus 

1. Lophoturus difficilis (Condé & Jacquemin, 1963)

Family: Polyxenidae Lucas, 1840

Genus: Anopsxenus 

2. Anopsxenus indicus Condé & Jacquemin, 1963

Genus: Monographis 

3. Monographis annandalei (Silvestri, 1948)

4. Monographis mirus (Turk, 1947)

Genus: Polyxenus 

5. Polyxenus lagurus (Linneaus, 1758)

Genus: Polyxenella 

6. Polyxenella krishnani Rajulu, 1963

Genus: Silvestrus 

7. Silvestrus seminudus Jones, 1937

Genus: Unixenus 

8. Unixenus padmanabhai (Jones, 1937)

Order: Glomeridesmida

Family: Glomeridesmidae Latzel, 1884

Genus: Glomeridesmus

9. Glomeridesmus indus Carl, 1942

Family: Termitodesmidae Silvestri, 1911

Genus: Termitodesmus 

10. Termitodesmus fletcheri Hirst, 1913

11. Termitodesmus lefroyi Hirst, 1911

Order: Sphaerotheriida

Family: Zephroniidae Gray, 1843

Genus: Indosphaera 

12. Indosphaera feae Attems, 1935

Genus: Kophosphaera 

13. Kophosphaera brevilamina Attems, 1936

14. Kophosphaera devolvens Attems, 1936

15. Kophosphaera excavata (Butler, 1874)

16. Kophosphaera mammifera Attems, 1936

17. Kophosphaera politissima Attems, 1935

Genus: Zephronia 

18. Zephronia alticola alticola Attems, 1936

19. Zephronia alticola bengalica Attems, 1936

20. Zephronia debilis Attems, 1936

21. Zephronia densipora Attems, 1936

22. Zephronia disparipora Attems, 1936

23. Zephronia hirta Attems, 1936

24. Zephronia hysophila Attems, 1936

25. Zephronia juvenis Attems, 1936

26. Zephronia lignivora Attems, 1936

27. Zephronia maculata (Butler, 1874)

28. Zephronia manca Attems, 1936
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5 Arthropoda: Myriapoda: Diplopoda

29. Zephronia montana (Karsch, 1881)

30. Zephronia nigrinota Butler, 1872

31. Zephronia specularis Attems, 1936

32. Zephronia tigrina Butler, 1872

33. Zephronia tigrinoides Attems, 1936

34. Zephronia tumida Butler, 1882

Family: Arthrosphaeridae Jeekel, 1974

Genus: Arthrosphaera 

35. Arthrosphaera atrisparsa (Butler, 1878)

36. Arthrosphaera attemsi Jeekel, 2001

37. Arthrosphaera aurocincta Pocock, 1899

38. Arthrosphaera bicolor Pocock, 1895

39. Arthrosphaera brandtii (Humbert, 1865)

40. Arthrosphaera carinata Attems, 1936

41. Arthrosphaera craspedota Attems, 1936

42. Arthrosphaera dalyi Pocock, 1895

43. Arthrosphaera davisoni Pocock, 1895

44. Arthrosphaera disticta Pocock, 1895

45. Arthrosphaera fumosa Pocock, 1895

46. Arthrosphaera fusca (Attems, 1944)

47. Arthrosphaera gracilis Attems, 1936

48. Arthrosphaera hendersoni Pocock, 1895

49. Arthrosphaera heterostictica (Newport, 1844)

50. Arthrosphaera inermis (Humbert, 1865)

51. Arthrosphaera lutescens (Butler, 1872)

52. Arthrosphaera madura Pandian, 1966

53. Arthrosphaera magna Attems, 1936

54. Arthrosphaera marginella Silvestri, 1897

55. Arthrosphaera marmorata (Butler, 1882)

56. Arthrosphaera nitida Pocock, 1895

57. Arthrosphaera pelloceps (Chamberlin, 1921)

58. Arthrosphaera pygostolis Attems, 1935

59. Arthrosphaera scholastica Attems, 1936

60. Arthrosphaera severa Attems, 1935

61. Arthrosphaera silvestrii Jeekel, 2001

62. Arthrosphaera stridula (Verhoeff, 1937)

63. Arthrosphaera thurstoni Pocock, 1895

64. Arthrosphaera transitiva Attems, 1936

65. Arthrosphaera versicolor White, 1859

66. Arthrosphaera wroughtoni Pocock, 1895

67. Arthrosphaera zebraica (Butler, 1872)

Order: Glomerida 

Family: Glomeridae Leach, 1815

Genus: Hyleoglomeris 

68. Hyleoglomeris electa (Silvestri, 1917)

69. Hyleoglomeris modesta (Silvestri, 1917)

70. Hyleoglomeris venustula (Silvestri, 1917)

Order: Siphonophorida

Family: Siphonorhinidae Cook, 1895

Genus: Siphonorhinus 

71. Siphonorhinus cingulatus (Attems, 1936)
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72. Siphonorhinus coniceps (Attems, 1936)

73. Siphonorhinus larwoodi (Turk, 1947)

Order: Chordeumatida

Family: Megalotylidae Golovatch, 1978

Genus: Kashmireuma 

74. Kashmireuma nielseni Mauriès, 1982

Family: Pygmaeosomatidae Carl, 1941

Genus: Hendersonula

75. Hendersonula collina Pocock, 1903

76. Hendersonula palnensis (Carl, 1941)

Order: Stemmiulida

Family: Stemmiulidae Pocock, 1894

Genus: Stemmiulus 

77. Stemmiulus crassipes (Carl, 1941)

78. Stemmiulus insolitus (Carl, 1941)

79. Stemmiulus mulierosus (Carl, 1937)

80. Stemmiulus plumipes (Carl, 1941)

81. Stemmiulus vagans (Carl, 1941)

Order: Julida

Family: Blaniulidae C.L. Koch, 1847

Genus: Nopoiulus 

82. Nopoiulus kochii (Gervais, 1847)

Family: Julidae Leach, 1814

Genus: Anaulaciulus 

83. Anaulaciulus acaudatus Korsós, 2001

84. Anaulaciulus kashmirensis Korsós, 2001

85. Anaulaciulus tibetanus Korsós, 2001

86. Anaulaciulus topali Korsós, 2001

Genus: Cylindroiulus

87. Cylindroiulus britannicus (Verhoeff, 1894)

Genus: Julus 

88. Julus fuscus Linnaeus, 1758

Genus: Nepalmatoiulus

89. Nepalmatoiulus appendiculatus Enghoff, 1987

90. Nepalmatoiulus birmanicus (Pocock, 1893)

Order: Spirostreptida

Family: Cambalopsidae Cook, 1895

Genus: Podoglyphiulus 

91. Podoglyphiulus doriae (Pocock, 1893)

92. Podoglyphiulus elegans elegans (Silvestri, 1923)

93. Podoglyphiulus elegans wroughtoni (Carl, 1941)

94. Podoglyphiulus errabundus (Carl, 1941)

95. Podoglyphiulus jonesii Verhoeff, 1936

96. Podoglyphiulus nubilus (Carl, 1941)

Genus: Trachyjulus 

97. Trachyjulus annectens Silvestri, 1923

98. Trachyjulus calvus (Pocock, 1893)

99. Trachyjulus ceylanicus Peters, 1864

100. Trachyjulus mimus Silvestri, 1924

101. Trachyjulus modestior Silvestri, 1923

102. Trachyjulus pauper Silvestri, 1923
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103. Trachyjulus proximatus Silvestri, 1923

104. Trachyjulus simulans (Carl, 1941)

Family: Adiaphorostreptidae Hoffman, 1977

Genus: Adiaphorostreptus 

105. Adiaphorostreptus leviventer (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Picrogonopus 

106. Picrogonopus gracillimus Carl, 1941

Family: Harpagophoridae Attems, 1909

Genus: Carlogonus 

107. Carlogonus acifer Demange, 1977

108. Carlogonus auriculus Demange, 1983

109. Carlogonus chowdaiahi Demange, 1977

110. Carlogonus exaratus (Attems, 1936)

111. Carlogonus palmatus Demange, 1977

112. Carlogonus spinicaudus (Gervais, 1847)

113. Carlogonus subvalidus (Carl, 1941)

114. Carlogonus verhoeffi Demange, 1981

Genus: Cercostreptus 

115. Cercostreptus mundus (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Dametus 

116. Dametus crenulatus (Attems, 1936)

117. Dametus falcatus (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Fageostreptus 

118. Fageostreptus hyatti Demange, 1961

Genus: Gnomognathus 

119. Gnomognathus eremitus (Carl, 1941)

120. Gnomognathus helicogonus (Carl, 1941)

121. Gnomognathus interfectus (Carl, 1941)

122. Gnomognathus macracanthus (Carl, 1941)

123. Gnomognathus minusculus minusculus (Attems, 1936)

124. Gnomognathus minusculus discretus (Carl, 1941)

125. Gnomognathus minusculus striatus (Carl, 1941)

126. Gnomognathus minusculus suspectus (Carl, 1941)

127. Gnomognathus minusculus vicinus (Carl, 1941)

128. Gnomognathus nanus (Carl, 1941)

129. Gnomognathus tricolor (Carl, 1941)

130. Gnomognathus vicarius (Carl, 1941)

Genus: Gonoplectus 

131. Gonoplectus alius Demange, 1961

132. Gonoplectus cautus (Attems, 1936)

133. Gonoplectus corniger (Attems, 1936)

134. Gonoplectus gracilis (Attems, 1936)

135. Gonoplectus malayus malayus (Carl, 1909)

136. Gonoplectus malayus lindbergi Demange, 1961

137. Gonoplectus probus (Attems, 1936)

138. Gonoplectus remyi Demange, 1961

139. Gonoplectus repertus (Attems, 1936)

140. Gonoplectus sausssurei (Carl, 1909)

141. Gonoplectus sulcatus (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Harpurostreptus 

142. Harpurostreptus hamifer (Humbert, 1865)

143. Harpurostreptus jonesi jonesi (Verhoeff, 1938)
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144. Harpurostreptus jonesi hamus Demange, 1961

145. Harpurostreptus krausi Demange, 1962

146. Harpurostreptus montivagus Carl, 1941

147. Harpurostreptus prasadani Demange, 1989

148. Harpurostreptus virgatus Attems, 1936

Genus: Janardananeptus 

149. Janardananeptus cannanorensis Demange, 1989

Genus: Ktenostreptus 

150. Ktenostreptus acceptus Carl, 1941

151. Ktenostreptus calcaratus Demange, 1962

152. Ktenostreptus debilis Attems, 1936

153. Ktenostreptus specularis Attems, 1936

Genus: Leptostreptus 

154. Leptostreptus caudiculatus (Karsch, 1881)

Genus: Organognathus 

155. Organognathus janardhanani Demange, 1977

156. Organognathus multidentatus Verhoeff, 1936

157. Organognathus victori Demange, 1961

Genus: Phyllogonostreptus 

158. Phyllogonostreptus amballae (Chamberlin, 1921)

159. Phyllogonostreptus descriptus (Attems, 1936)

160. Phyllogonostreptus negotiosus (Carl, 1941)

161. Phyllogonostreptus nigrolabiatus (Newport, 1844)

162. Phyllogonostreptus poculifer Demange, 1975

163. Phyllogonostreptus silvestris Demange, 1970

Family: Spirostreptidae Brandt, 1833

Genus: Mardonius 

164. Mardonius importatus Demange, 1977

Genus: Spirostreptus 

165. Spirostreptus indus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Order: Spirobolida

Family: Pachybolidae Cook, 1897

Genus: Aulacobolus 

166. Aulacobolus dysoni Carl, 1941

167. Aulacobolus ejaculans ejaculans Carl, 1941

168. Aulacobolus ejaculans vallensis Carl, 1941

169. Aulacobolus excellens Silvestri, 1916

170. Aulacobolus gravelyi Silvestri, 1916

171. Aulacobolus newtoni Silvestri, 1916

172. Aulacobolus perfidus Carl, 1941

173. Aulacobolus thurstoni (Pocock, 1892)

174. Aulacobolus uncopygus (Chamberlin, 1920)

175. Aulacobolus uroceros (Pocock, 1892)

176. Aulacobolus variolosus Silvestri, 1916

Genus: Cingalobolus 

177. Cingalobolus bugnioni Carl, 1918

178. Cingalobolus carli Attems, 1936

Genus: Epombrophilus 

179. Epombrophilus rufipes Attems, 1936

Genus: Eucentrobolus 

180. Eucentrobolus maindroni (Bouvier, 1903)

Genus: Komphobolus 
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181. Komphobolus mimicus Carl, 1941

Genus: Stenobolus 

182. Stenobolus insularis Carl, 1918

Genus: Trigoniulus 

183. Trigoniulus corallinus (Gervais, 1847)

Genus: Xenobolus 

184. Xenobolus acuticonus Attems, 1936

185. Xenobolus carnifex (Fabricius, 1775)

Family: Pseudospirobolellidae Brölemann, 1913

Genus: Physobolus 

186. Physobolus olivaceus Attems, 1936

Order: Polydesmida

Family: Cryptodesmidae Karsch, 1880

Genus: Trichopeltis 

187. Trichopeltis watsoni Pocock, 1895

Family: Haplodesmidae Cook, 1895

Genus: Koponenius 

188. Koponenius unicornis Golovatch & VandenSpiegel, 2014

Genus: Prosopodesmus 

189. Prosopodesmus jacobsoni Silvestri, 1910

Family: Polydesmidae Leach, 1815

Genus: Glenniea 

190. Glenniea indica Turk, 1945

Genus: Polydesmus 

191. Polydesmus depressus Fabricius, 1775

192. Polydesmus stigma (Fabricius, 1775)

Genus: Typhlopygmaeosoma 

193. Typhlopygmaeosoma hazeltonae Turk, 1972

Family: Trichopolydesmidae Verhoeff, 1910

Genus: Assamodesmus 

194. Assamodesmus lindbergi Manfredi, 1954

Genus: Coonoorophilus 

195. Coonoorophilus monstruosus Carl, 1932

Genus: Kukkalodesmus 

196. Kukkalodesmus exiguus Carl, 1932

Genus: Ootacadesmus

197. Ootacadesmus humilis Carl, 1932

Genus: Pseudosphaeroparia 

198. Pseudosphaeroparia cardamomi Carl, 1932

199. Pseudosphaeroparia cavernicola Turk, 1945

200. Pseudosphaeroparia nilgirensis Carl, 1932

201. Pseudosphaeroparia palnensis palnensis Carl, 1932

202. Pseudosphaeroparia palnensis soror Carl, 1932

Genus: Sholaphilus 

203. Sholaphilus albidus Carl, 1932

Genus: Topalodesmus 

204. Topalodesmus communis Golovatch, 1988

Family: Pyrgodesmidae Silvestri, 1896

Genus: Akreiodesmus 

205. Akreiodesmus minutus Carl, 1932

206. Akreiodesmus simulans Carl, 1932

Genus: Cryptocorypha 
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207. Cryptocorypha areata (Carl, 1932)

208. Cryptocorypha riparia (Carl, 1932)

209. Cryptocorypha tuberculata (Carl, 1932)

Genus: Klimakodesmus 

210. Klimakodesmus bilobocaudatus Aswathy, Golovatch  & Sudhikumar, 2021

211. Klimakodesmus gravelyi Carl, 1932

Genus: Pagodesmus 

212. Pagodesmus biporus Carl, 1932

213. Pagodesmus eremitus Carl, 1932

214. Pagodesmus sulcifer Carl, 1932

Genus: Propyrgodesmus 

215. Propyrgodesmus frater Carl, 1932

216. Propyrgodesmus lobulatus Silvestri, 1920

217. Propyrgodesmus bulbogonopus Aswathy & Sudhikumar, 2022

Genus: Skotodesmus 

218. Skotodesmus crepuscularis Carl, 1932

Genus: Steganostigmus 

219. Steganostigmus anonicus Carl, 1932

220. Steganostigmus contortipes Carl, 1932

221. Steganostigmus patruelis Carl, 1932

Family: Paradoxosomatidae Daday, 1889

Genus: Anoplodesmus 

222. Anoplodesmus anthracinus Pocock, 1895

223. Anoplodesmus cylindricus (Carl, 1935)

224. Anoplodesmus elongissimus (Golovatch, 1984)

225. Anoplodesmus insignis Attems, 1936

226. Anoplodesmus rufocinctus (Carl, 1932)

227. Anoplodesmus sabulosus Attems, 1898

228. Anoplodesmus saussurii (Humbert, 1865)

229. Anoplodesmus splendidus (Verhoeff, 1936)

230. Anoplodesmus subcylindricus (Carl, 1932)

231. Anoplodesmus tanjoricus (Pocock, 1892)

232. Anoplodesmus ursula (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Antichirogonus 

233. Antichirogonus hirtus (Carl, 1932)

234. Antichirogonus laevisulcatus (Carl, 1932)

Genus: Carlogonopus 

235. Carlogonopus implicatum (Carl, 1941)

Genus: Chondromorpha 

236. Chondromorpha atopus (Chamberlin, 1920)

237. Chondromorpha indus (Chamberlin, 1920)

238. Chondromorpha kaimura Turk, 1947

239. Chondromorpha kelaarti kelaarti (Humbert, 1865)

240. Chondromorpha kelaarti longipes (Verhoeff, 1936)

241. Chondromorpha kelaarti valparaiensis Carl, 1932

242. Chondromorpha mammifera Attems, 1936

243. Chondromorpha severini Silvestri, 1897

Genus: Curiosoma 

244. Curiosoma bispinosum Golovatch, 1984

Genus: Dasypharkis 

245. Dasypharkis rugulosa (Carl, 1932)

Genus: Delarthrum 
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246. Delarthrum anomalans Golovatch, Aswathy, Bhagirathan & Sudhikumar, 2021

247. Delarthrum pumilum (Attems, 1944)

248. Delarthrum rugulosum (Carl, 1932)

249. Delarthrum spiniger (Attems, 1936)

250. Delarthrum unicolor (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Desmoxytes 

251. Desmoxytes planata (Pocock, 1892)

Genus: Grammorhabdus 

252. Grammorhabdus fissus (Sankaran & Sebastian, 2018)

Genus: Gyrodrepanum 

253. Gyrodrepanum lamprum (Chamberlin, 1920)

Genus: Harpagomorpha 

254. Harpagomorpha dentata (Carl, 1932)

Genus: Hindomorpha 

255. Hindomorpha granulifera (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Kaschmiriosoma 

256. Kaschmiriosoma contortipes Schubart, 1935

257. Kaschmiriosoma nulla (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Kronopolites 

258. Kronopolites occidentalis Golovatch, 1983

Genus: Laterogonopus 

259. Laterogonopus simplex Golovatch, 1984

Genus: Orthomorpha 

260. Orthomorpha coarctata (de Saussure, 1860)

261. Orthomorpha almorensis Turk, 1947

Genus: Oxidus 

262. Oxidus gracilis (C.L. Koch, 1847)

Genus: Parchondromorpha 

263. Parchondromorpha coonoorensis Carl, 1932

264. Parchondromorpha indica Golovatch, 1984

265. Parchondromorpha similis Golovatch, 1984

Genus: Polydrepanum 

266. Polydrepanum asperrimum (Carl, 1932)

267. Polydrepanum granuliferum (Attems, 1936)

268. Polydrepanum horridum Golovatch, 1984

269. Polydrepanum lamprum (Chamberlin, 1920)

270. Polydrepanum tamilum Carl, 1932

Genus: Streptogonopus 

271. Streptogonopus jerdani (Pocock, 1892)

272. Streptogonopus nitens Attems, 1936

273. Streptogonopus phipsoni (Pocock, 1892)

Genus: Substrongylosoma 

274. Substrongylosoma distinctum Golovatch, 1984

275. Substrongylosoma falcatum Golovatch, 1984

276. Substrongylosoma montigena (Carl, 1935)

Genus: Sundanina 

277. Sundanina septentrionalis Turk, 1947

278. Sundanina trifida Carl, 1941

Genus: Telodrepanum 

279. Telodrepanum badaga Carl, 1932

Genus: Topalosoma 

280. Topalosoma setiferum Golovatch, 1984
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Genus: Trogodesmus 

281. Trogodesmus uncinatus (Attems, 1936)

Genus: Xiphidiogonus 

282. Xiphidiogonus dravidus Carl, 1932

283. Xiphidiogonus hendersoni Carl, 1932

284. Xiphidiogonus spinipleurus Carl, 1932

Order: Polyzoniida

Family: Theratta Anilkumar, Wesener & Moritz, 2022

Genus: Theratta 

285. Theratta mannavan Anilkumar, Wesener & Moritz, 2022

286. Theratta eravikulam Anilkumar, Wesener & Moritz, 2022

287. Theratta shola Anilkumar, Wesener & Moritz, 2022
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