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Introduction: Bryozoans are one of the lophotrochozoan protostomes. These are commonly known as 
moss animals. The distribution of these animalsis recorded from freshwater, brackish and marine 
ecosystems across the world including all depths and latitudes (Brusca and Brusca, 2003, Ramel, 
2012).These sessile colonial invertebrates are known to calcifying their structural organization and 
form colonies of intricate patterns. Different kinds of growth patterns and orientations are seen among 
the bryozoan colonies like arborescent, frondose, flat, spreading, and encrusting. They are found on 
wide ranges of natural objects such as shells, seaweeds, rocks and or anthropogenic objects like made 
seafront structures like jetties, pillars, pontoons and, any floating objects like plastic bottles, etc. Each 
colony is composed of individual Bryozoans called zooids, which are enclosed in a calcified 
exoskeletal case termed as zooecium. The phylum Bryozoa is divided into three classes, class 
Gymnolaemata is a marine form of bryozoans, which exhibit a greater degree of abundance and 
diversity in the oceans. 

Global diversity: A total of 6589 species of bryozoans are recorded till date across the world including 
6461 species from marine habitat.

Diversity in India: In India, 315 species of bryozoans are reported till date. 

Diversity in States Presented in table 1.
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Table 1: Bryozoansof India, State-wise distribution

Endemism: No endemism is reported for bryozoans from India.
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Habitat: All are aquatic, mostly marine and few species found in fresh water and brackish waters also. 
They found from intertidal region to the greater depths of the oceans. 

Ecological Significance: They play an active role in the balancing ecosystem being filter feeders. 
Bryozoans are controlling the planktonic environments.  

Human Significance: They take major role in the filtration process of marine ecosystem by filter 
feeding whereas some species are known to take negative roles by hosting myxosporean parasites.

Threatened species: No species of bryozoans from India is assessed for IUCN threatened categories.

Protected Species as per WPA (2022):No bryozoan species is protected under the =Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Amendment Act, 2022.

Species under CITES: There is no species enlisted under the CITES Appendices.

Invasive Alien Species: Six invasive species of bryozoan such as Amathia verticillata (delleChiaje, 
1822), Bugula neritina (Linnaeus, 1758), Bugulina stolonifera (Ryland, 1960), Bugulinaflabellata 
(Thompson in Gray, 1848), Cryptosulapallasiana (Moll, 1803), and Membraniporamembranacea 
(Linnaeus, 1767) are reported in Indian waters.

Gap areas:The majority of bryozoans species have been reported from Tamil Nadu (Gulf of Mannar), 
Kerala, Gujarat whereas some studies were carried out from Andhra Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Karnataka and Lakshadweep and other coastal areas.Lack of taxonomic expertise is the major 
constrains for bryozoans exploration in Indian waters.

Systematic list:Species list cited below (Table 2).

Table 2:Bryozoans of India
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