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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA (zSI)

Prani Vigyan Bhawan, M-Block, New Alipore, Kolkata-700053
Website: www.zsi.gov.in

ADVERTISEMENT

Contractual Recruitment for 05 Research Positions

The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) invites applications from Indian nationals for the
recruitment of 05 research personnel on a purely temporary and contractual basis, initially for
one year and extendable up to three years or longer based on the performance and or project
duration. The positions are co-terminus with the respective projects, and details are given in

Annexure 1.
Projects:

e Project : Site-Specific Biodiversity Assessment in and around the Turga Pumped
Storage Project, Ajodhya Hills, Purulia, West Bengal (Henceforth, ZS1-Biodiversity

assessment in Purulia)

Last Date for receiving application (Soft copy as well as hard copy): 05" May 2025, 6:00

PM IST. No application will be entertained received after the mentioned date/time.
Application Procedure:

Candidates must submit a hard copy of the duly filled application in the prescribed format
(Annexure 2) along with self-attested copies of:

o Educational qualifications and mark sheets
e Proof of date of birth

o Relevant experience certificates

e No Objection Certificate (if employed)

o Certified/ attested documents supporting any claim for relaxation or exemption, other

than the prescribed qualifications (if applicable)


http://www.zsi.gov.in/

Send applications via Speed/Registered Post to:

The Director, Zoological Survey of India,

M-Block, New Alipore, Kolkata — 700053, West Bengal

Email (by 05" May 2025): zsiresearchproject@gmail.com

Envelope must be clearly marked with:

“Application for the post of PS- 11l / PA / TFA [ZSI-Biodiversity assessment in Purulia/ with
kind attention to Dr. Mukesh Thakur, Sci D and PI of the project.”

Note: Candidates applying for multiple position has to mention this under the Annexure
2.

Place of Work:
Selected candidates will be required to travel extensively across Purulia (West Bengal) or in ZSI
Headquarters in Kolkata and or any other locations as per project needs. Field assignments may

involve extended durations.

PROJECTS:

Project: Site-Specific Biodiversity Assessment in and around the Turga Pumped Storage
Project, Ajodhya Hills, Purulia, West Bengal

Rationale

The Turga Pumped Storage Project in Ajodhya Hills, Purulia, West Bengal, entails significant
infrastructure development, including the construction of upper and lower dams, an underground
power house, and water diversion structures. These activities, while critical for energy security,
are likely to alter the region’s ecological balance and impact local biodiversity through habitat
fragmentation, changes in water regimes, noise pollution, and human encroachment. ZSI has
been entrusted with the responsibility of scientifically assessing and monitoring the biodiversity
implications of this project across pre-construction, construction, and post-construction phases
over a span of eight years. Given the ecological sensitivity of the area, especially its role as a
habitat for numerous fish, bird, and mammal species—including some listed in the [UCN Red
List—the implementation of a science-driven, multi-taxa monitoring framework is imperative to
guide adaptive management and ensure compliance with environmental safeguards. The project
aims to generate a robust biodiversity baseline and develop adaptive mitigation strategies for
conserving fish, bird, and mammal populations affected by the Turga Pumped Storage Project.
Through the integration of conventional field surveys and advanced molecular and acoustic tools,

the project will provide science-based recommendations for long-term ecological sustainability


mailto:zsiresearchproject@gmail.com

and regulatory compliance, reinforcing India's commitment to environmentally responsible

infrastructure development.

Objectives:

Objectivel: To establish baseline data on species diversity, distribution, and population trends
before, during, and after project construction by applying advanced scientific tools such as
environmental DNA (eDNA) analysis, passive acoustic monitoring (PAM), and camera
trapping for effective biodiversity monitoring.

Objective 2: To assess and monitor the impact of the Turga Pumped Storage Project on local
and regional biodiversity, focusing on fish, bird, and mammal populations.

Objective 3: To generate evidence-based recommendations for biodiversity conservation and
environmental management to support compliance with environmental regulations.

Project Implementing sites: Purulia, West Bengal.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Candidates for all positions will undergo screening, and only shortlisted candidates will be
invited for the interview. The shortlisted candidate may attend the interview through
ONLINE (Google meet) or in person at ZSI, Kolkata. Date and time of Interview will be
separately communicated to the shortlisted candidates well in advance by email or phone
call. Final selection will be based on interview performance and merit.

2. Meeting the essential qualifications does not guarantee for the person to be called for
interview. Document verification will be held on the date of interview. Any attempt to
conceal, misrepresent, or canvas facts will result in disqualification or debarring the
candidate for interview.

3. The application form is available for download on the Zoological Survey of India website:

https://zsi.gov.in/advertisement.

4. A pdf copy of the filled application form should be submitted online to email :

zsiresearchproject@gmail.com, with self-attested copies of relevant documents with the

Subject” Application for the post of PS- Il / PA / TFA [ZSI-Biodiversity assessment in
Purulia/”

5. The Selection Committee shall recommend a panel of candidates based on the interview

process, including a waitlist of at least three candidates for each category. Candidates on
the waitlist may be offered the position in the event that any of the initially selected

candidates decline the offer or vacate the position within six months of joining the project.


https://zsi.gov.in/advertisement
mailto:zsiresearchproject@gmail.com

10.

11.

12.

Selected candidate has to join the project within two weeks of selection and h/she may be
posted anywhere as per project requirements.

Appointments are on a contractual basis for one year initially, and likely extendable based
on project candidate performance up to three years or longer.

Incomplete or misrepresented applications will not be considered.

No employment, paid or honorary, is permitted during the Associateship tenure.
Candidates currently employed must provide a No Objection Certificate' during the
interview.

The Director, of the Zoological Survey of India reserves the right to increase and decrease
the number of posts in different categories and also the selection or rejection of a
candidature including cancellation of the advertisement without assigning any reason.

NO TA/DA will be paid to any candidate to attend the interview at ZSI-HQ, Kolkata.

Director

Zoological Survey of India



DETAILS OF THE POSITIONS ADVERTISED

Annexure 1

Qualification Maximu Work Description
Project Position Nos Monthly - - m Age
Emoluments Essential Desirable (Years)'
PhD in Zoology/ |e Proven expertise in field-based - Plan and execute field surveys using
Wildlife Sciences/ Biotechnology/ wildlife studies, particularly in modern and traditional methods,
Microbiology/ Environmental vertebrate taxa (fishes, birds, or including e-DNA analysis, camera
78,000 /- +plus | . ' ' 1 ing both traditional 45 | trapping, passive acoustic monitorin
Sciences/  Veterinary  Science/ mammals), using both traditio ppmng, p g
HRA as Bioinformatics and modern techniques (e.g., (PAM), and habitat assessments.
admissible eDNA analysis, passive acoustic -Undertake environmental DNA (eDNA)
Project or monitoring, camera trapping). analysis for aquatic and terrestrial
Project: (ZSI- Scientist 01 e Demonstrated experience in biodiversity assessment, including water
Biodiversity | III (PS-II) . . . molecular techniques such as sampling, filtration, DNA extraction, and
assessment in Eq}llvalent degree mn Llfe DNA extraction, PCR, and amplification.
Purulia) Sciences  from a  recognized sequencing for wildlife genetics -Conduct  genomic analysis  using
University with minimum three years or biodiversity assessment. Ilumina and Oxford Nanopore
of post- PhD  experience in|e Strong knowledge of e-DNA Technologies (ONT) platforms to

biodiversity monitoring, ecological
surveys, or conservation biology
using modern techniques including e-
IDNA analysis

analysis using Illumina and or
ONT platforms and biodiversity
data interpretation, with
proficiency in software such as R,
QGIS, or relevant ecological
modeling tools.

Experience in writing scientific
reports, peer-reviewed
publications, and biodiversity
conservation management plans.
Excellent communication and
coordination skills for liaising
with project stakeholders,
government agencies, and
technical teams.

At-least three relevant research
publications in peer-reviewed
SCI journals.

generate high-throughput biodiversity
data for species detection and population
structure assessment.

-Analyze large datasets  using
bioinformatics, R, QGIS, and other
ecological tools to interpret species
diversity, habitat use, and ecosystem
health.

- Ensure smooth execution of project
deliverables, including coordination with
field teams, scheduling of surveys, and
equipment management.

-Prepare scientific reports, policy briefs,
and publish research findings in peer-
reviewed SCI journals to contribute to
evidence-based conservation.

- Supervise and mentor junior
researchers, ensuring technical quality
and timely execution of tasks.

- Undertake regular field visits to the
Purulia project site and oversee on-
ground implementation of biodiversity
monitoring protocols.




research projects.

Proficiency in financial software
tools (e.g., Tally, PFMS, Excel)
and online
procurement/administrative
portals used in public sector
organizations.

Sound knowledge of Government
of India financial rules, audit
requirements, and procurement
procedures, including GeM and
GFR norms.

Experience in budget preparation,
expenditure tracking, and
financial reporting with
documentation for audits and
funding agencies.

Project 03 31,000 +plus  [Masters in Zoology/ |¢  Working experience in field- 35 - Conduct field sampling, and collect of
Associate (PA) HRA as Wildlife Sciences/ Biotechnology/ based wildlife studies, particularly biological specimens of large vertebrates
admissible Microbiology/ Environmental in vertebrate taxa (fishes, birds, or using both traditional and modern
Sciences/  Veterinary  Science/ mammals), using both traditional techniques
Bioinformatics and modern techniques (e.g., - Perform molecular biology techniques
eDNA analysis, passive acoustic such as DNA/RNA extraction, PCR, and
or monitoring, camera trapping). RT-PCR
e Demonstrated experience in - Prepare samples for and assist in Sanger
Eaquivalent d . Lif molecular techniques such as sequencing, as well as Next-Generation
q}llva cht degree n . e DNA extraction, PCR, and Sequencing (NGS) and/or Oxford
Sc1§nce§ from a recognized sequencing for wildlife genetics Nanopore Technology (ONT) platforms
University with minimum two years or biodiversity assessment. - Coordinate and document field-to-lab
of experience in  biodiversity | Working experience of e-DNA sample transfer, including proper
monitoring, ecological surveys, or analysis using Illumina and or metadata and storage protocols
conservation biology using modern ONT platforms and biodiversity -Work independently and logistically
techniques including e-DNA analysis data interpretation, with challenging conditions as part of a
proficiency in software such as R, multidisciplinary team
QGIS, or relevant ecological - Contribute to data analysis, sample
modeling tools. documentation, and preparation of
technical notes, field reports, and
scientific publications
Technical-cum-|01 25,000 +plus  [B.Sc./B.Com/B.Tech/ BCA e  Atleast 2 years of experience in 35 - Manage project accounts by maintaining
Financial HRA as handling project accounts, accurate records of  expenditures,
Assistant admissible procurement, and administrative processing bills, and ensuring adherence
(TFA) coordination, preferably in to the approved budget.
government or externally funded - Handle procurement processes,

including preparation of purchase orders,
vendor coordination, and compliance with
GeM, GFR norms, and institutional
procurement policies.

- Maintain and update inventory records
for all equipment and consumables
procured under the project.

- Prepare and submit financial reports,
utilization  certificates, and  audit
documentation in coordination with the
host institution’s finance department.

- Coordinate with scientific and
administrative units for timely
procurement, reporting, and compliance
with funding agency guidelines.

-Assist in the preparation of annual and

final financial statements, and facilitate




Ability to manage inventory
records, maintain documentation
for equipment procurement, and
handle service contracts.

audits as per
igovernment norms.

funding

agency or

# - As on date of application, and Upper age limit may be relaxed as per Government of India rules and regulations for SC/OBC/ST candidates.; * JRF will be promoted to SRF after

completion of two years and fellowship will be revised as per the norms.




Annexure 2

Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF PS-III/PA/ TFA (STRIKE OUT WHICHEVER
IS NOT APPLICABLE)

Paste a recent

L. Project Name : passport size
photograph with
2. Post Name: : signature

3. Name in full (in block
letters)

4. Sex and Date of Birth
Nationality

5.
6. Father’s /Husband name
7. Address for correspondence

a) Email:

b) Mobile No.

8. Permanent Address

9.  Whether SC/ST/OBC
(attach certificate)

10. Educational / Professional Qualifications from Matriculation onwards

Examination Year School/College/ University [Subjects Marks
passed obtained/CGPA

Matriculate

[ntermediate
Bachelor degree
Master Degree
PhD
Net/Gate/SLET
Any other




11. Details of Previous Employment, if any in chronological order

SL. Name of the Post Name of the Duration Title of Work
No. Institution/
Organization
From To

12. Present pay scale, position held, basic pay, and total emoluments drawn

13. Title of Dissertation/ Thesis including a One Page Summary: [Attach separate sheet]
14. List of Publications:

Type of publication Numbers*
Peer-reviewed journal articles SCI
Technical/ Research Reports
Books/ Book Chapters/ Manuals
Others

* Please enclose the list of Publication separately in a APA style [Authors details, year of Publication,
title of Paper, Journal Name, DOI/Page Number/ Impact Factor]

15. Enclose copies of the three best scientific Publications:
16. Name and complete addresses of three Referees:

17. Statement of Purpose (Write in one page for the motive to apply):

Declaration

I hereby declare that all the information furnished above are true to the best of my knowledge

and belief. I shall abide by the terms and conditions specified in the project.

Applicant’s signature with date



