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from the 
Director’s Desk

Dear Colleagues, Readers, Partners and 
Friends,

As we embark on a new year, I wish 
to convey my heartfelt gratitude, 
on behalf of our institution, to all 
individuals who support and engage 
with our mission. I extend my best 
wishes to you and your families for a 
joyful, prosperous, and environmentally 
conscious New Year 2025 ahead.

I am extremely happy to present 
the December 2024 edition of our 
monthly E-News. This publication 
highlights the vibrant activities of 
ZSI related to faunal exploration, 
identification, documentation, and 
discoveries. It also emphasizes our 
notable achievements in faunal 
inventorisation, the publication and 
conservation of biodiversity, as well 
as the unwavering dedication of our 
team to enhancing conservation 
efficiencies, strategies, and planning 
for the preservation of India’s rich 
faunal resources. The past months 
have been particularly remarkable, 
characterized by significant milestones 
in research, conservation initiatives, 
and collaborative endeavors. Our 
teams have made noteworthy 
detections concerning India’s unique 
ecosystems, and we take pride in 
our role in protecting the invaluable 
biodiversity heritage of our nation. The 
newsletter highlights the key aspects 
of these initiatives, encompassing field 
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studies, addition of species in Indian database as well 
as world faunal database, and impactful outreach 
programs. It stands as a testament to the enthusiasm 
and dedication of our staff, partners, and the wider 
community who are tirelessly working towards the 
cause of conservation.

Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Natural History Museum, London, Zoological 
Survey of India is instrumental for the development 
of bilateral studies on the digitizing process of Indian 
fauna housed in NHM, London and scientists of 
ZSI are making their regular visit to accomplish the 
task. A recent initiative was under taken to develop 
strategies where LinSoc can work together with 
NHM and ZSI for the conservation of faunal diversity. 
The GBIF-CESP-HKH project related to Enhancing 
institutional capacity for data management in the 
Hindu Kush Himalayan region under the Capacity 
Enhancement Support Programme funded by Global 
Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) was initiated in 
this month where Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) is 
one of the partners. 

In this month, scientists and researchers at ZSI have 
successfully identified a total of 1402 species of 
faunal communities covering diverse ecosystems of 
India. This achievement includes the identification 
of six new species, which consist of one new 
Scolopendromorpha species, one new Frog species, 
one species of Hymenoptera, and three new 
Lepidoptera species. It is particularly noteworthy that 
one diptera species, one hymenoptera species, and 
one polychaeta species have been newly recorded 
in India.

I wish to extend my sincere congratulations to all 
those who contributed to this publication for their 
meticulous work in assembling and articulating our 
findings with accuracy and clarity. Their dedication 
ensures that India’s unique and invaluable wildlife, 
especially regarding faunal communities, continues 
to advance in conservation initiatives. Let us unite in 
our commitment to preserving the natural heritage 
of our nation. As we navigate the opportunities 
and challenges of 2025, let us renew our pledge to 
protect and honor the natural world. May this year 
draw us nearer to our common goal of a sustainable 
future, enhanced by the remarkable biodiversity we 
cherish.

Jai Hind,
Dr. Dhriti Banerjee
Director
5th January 2025
Kolkata


