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[n th k'ngd Animali_ th _ mammals which inc Iud human sp ci s ar,_ tr at d as 
th u lig til ta ' nomic gr up in t y. y ar ' 0 na ed a th y 
p _ s mam' ary gla ds. In f mal ,lands b com functional for producing milk 
to n uri th i y ung . In fac , f, _ al _ s of each and v ry mammal s _ ell s including t 
g-l yi , mammal lil< th Duck il d Platypu possess I am ae or tats to suckl 

tll iT Y g n .. An ,th _ r _ h _ ract _ ri He £ _ a tuv _ of mammal i th pr _ sene f hair 
th ir b dy at 1_ ast during om _ ar of h ir!if, eye . 

A in , th -r ' , th ' iz varie t a eat exte t. 'The a1s 
f h w r d 's th ygmy Whit - ooth d Slu w, Suncu etruscus whos _ h _,ad a d b dy 

gt . 3,. - . ' fi, tail 2.5~3..0 em an wight ab ut 2.5 gm. S e p' p' ,e s (bats) and 
aint d bats ar also very s all in siz with h ad and body I 'ngth abou'_ 3.5 em and 

W • ght abou gm. To th _ contrary, the la1ge' t livin. m al of t e wor d, the Blue 
What , Balaenoptera mu culus ay b as larg as 2440 em and maximum we' g t ecorded 
a 12 tonn . Int stingly, b th th large t and the alle t ammal of h glob _ r _ 
fo d in dia. 



Introduction 



h global mammalian pi " The Indian mammal rep esent 180 general 45 fanuHes 
and 13 rd r a l d " cud 45 sp ci s nd mic to this country (Tab 1). - c 0 ·dated 
sy: t, mati list 0 thes mamma s and their current conservation status as pe IUCN 
(2003), Indian _ data Book (1994)1 Indian Wildlt~ (Prot ction) etl 1972, C TES a d 
CAMP (1997) 's pr s _nt d in Table 2. List of the ndian endemic mamma s and their 
di tribu'o a _ als aee mmodated ~ ab Ie 3" This . s to mention he e the presen . st of 
India ammals i pr'marily bas d on Wilson and Reeder (1993) and Alfred et at" (2002) 

th gIl bal . c nario rodents const~ tute the si gle largest group a , ongstmammal' 
nu b r of p c'es follow d by bat (Ch·roptera). But, in Ind'a t' "s ju t e rever e as 
bats r pre ent maximum numbe of species (113) followed by rodents (104) and thse two 
gr up j intly con titute 54.1 p r cent of the total Ind' an mainmal species. Ab ut 62.2 per 
c nt f t total ndem'c sp cie f _nd'an mammals (28 species out of 45) a so belong to 
th tw, ord r . dian Icamiv re are also diverse and belong to 59 species followed by 

rtiodactyl and Cetacea s with 31 species a , d 28 speciesrespect'vle y. 
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Animals of India : Mammals 

Table 2. Systematic ist of Indian mam . . 

Order I SECTIVORA 
Fa 'Iy ERINACEIDAE 

1. Hemiechinus collaris Sch. V LRle (Nationally 
Indian ong-eared Hledgehog 1& Globally) 

2. Hem iechin u micropu Seh. V Ric (Natio ally 
Indian edgehog '& Globally) 

* HemiecJzi11u nudiventris VU -- ( atio ally) 
South Indian Hedg h g 

Family RI 0 

*4. Crocidura andamanen i DD DD ( ationally) 
Andam,an Wh't -tooth Shr w 

5. Crocidura attenuafa Ric (Nationally) 
ray hr w DD (Globally) 

6. Crocidura futi ino a. OD ( ationally 
1 uthe t ian Whit -t th d hr w & Globally) 

7, 
hr w 

* E 1 N ( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

9. DO ( ationally & 
Globally) 

*' 0.. DO DD (I ,ationally) 

*11. 'I· idura nioobari, a DO -
I 

DD Cati ally) 
ic< ar Spriny uw 

*12. Crocidura per r;sea VU E ( ationaUy) 
a1 r,_y 1 hrew DO ( I, bally) 

1 Crocidura pullata DD (Nationally & 
Mill r ' Whit --t th d Shr w obally) 

4. VU Cationaliy) 
DD ( I bally) 

*1 VU 

16. e ( ationally 
& Globally) 

hr w 

1'7. VU VU ( 
DD ( 
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Tabl 2. olltd. 

'Order CHIROPT RA 
Family PTEROPODID 

34.. Cynop.terus b,~achyotis 

e Dog-faced Fruit Bat 

35.. Cynopterus sphinx 
Short~nosed ruit Bat 

*36. Latidens al.im,alii 
Salim Ali" mit Bat 

37.. Megaerops n'ipltanae 
Niphan's Tail-less Fruit Bat 

*38. Pteropus faunul.u 
Nicobar Flying Fox 

39. Pteropus gig,anteus 
Indian ly'ng Fox 

40. Pteropus hypom,eianu 
Island FlyLng Fo 

41. Pte,~opus .me/,anohts 
Blyth's Flying Fox 

·42. Pteropu vampyrus 
Malayan arge Flying Fox 

43. Rou ettus leschenaulti 
Fulv us Fruit Bat 

44. Sphaerias blanfordi 
Blanford's Fruit Bat 

45. £onyct1cris spe/aea 
Dawn Bat 

46. Macroglo us sobrinus 
Hill ong~tol1gued ru' t Bat 

Family I OPOM DAE 

7. Rhinopoma hardwickei 
esser M, u eetaHed Bat 

48. Rilinopoma microphyllum 
reater M u e-tailed Bat 

amily EMB ' ONURID 

49. Saccolaimu accolaimu 
P uch -bearing Bat 

50. Taphozou longimanu 
onge\l\ring d Tomb Bat 

Sch. V 

CR 

VU Sch. V App.n 

App.n 

Sch. V App. 

Sch. V 

Seh. V 

Ric (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

LRlc (Nationa y) 
DO (Glob y) 

EN 

DO 

VU 

LRnt 

DD (Nationally 
'& G obally) 

DO (Nationally 
1& G obally) 

Ric (Nationally) 
DD (G obally) 

DD (Nationally 
& G obally) 

VU (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

DD (Nationally 
'& G obally) 

Rnt (Nationally) 
o (G obally) 

LRnt (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

DD (Nationally 
'& Globally) 

LRk (I ationally) 
DO (Global y) 
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69.. Rhinolophus trifioliatus 
Tr, f - ho Bat 

7 '. Rltinolophus yunanensis 
Dobson" H r e-sho Bat 

Family HIPPOSIDERIDAE 

71. Coelops frithi 
Tail~less Leaf-nosed Bat 

72,. Hipposideros armiger 
Great Himalay.an L al-n d Bat 

73,. Hipposidero ater 
Du ky L af-n d Bat 

74,. Hipposi,deros ineraceus 
Least L af-n d Bat 

75.. Hipposideros diadema 
Diadem Leaf no d Bat 

~76. ipposideros durgadasi 
Khajuria's Leaf nosed Bat 

'77. HIppo ideros fulvus 
Fulvu af-nosed Bat 

78. Hipposidero galeritus 
Cant r" L ai-nosed Bat, 
Fawn L af-n d Bat 

*79.. 'ipposideros hypophyUus 
K ar af-nosed Bat 

80. Hippo ideros lankadiva 
Kelaart af-nosed Bat 

81. 

82. ipposideros pomona 
Ander n' eaf-nosed Bat 

*, 3. Hipposideros schistaceous 
L_af-nosed Bat 

4. ipposideros speoris 
' chneider' eafenosed Bat 

amily V SP RTILIONID E 

5. Kerivoula Ilardwickei 
Hardwicke", F est Bat 

Kerivotda 'papiUosa 
a pillose Bat 

t 

vu 

vu 

DO 

DD (Nationa y 
& Globally) 

DD ( ationally 
& Globally) 

DO (Na, 'onally 
& Globally) 

Rnt (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

LRntationally) 
DO (Globally) 

DO (Nationally 
& Globally) 

NE 

NE 

Rn (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

DD ( ationally 
'& lob ally) 

NE 

VU (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

DD ( ationally 
'& Globally) 

DO (Nationa y 
& Globally) 

DO (Nationally) 

Rnt ( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

DD ( ,ationally 
& Globally) 

DD (I ationally 
& Globa y) 
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06, Myoh iii orensis 
Hirnalay. Whiskered Bat, 
Siligori Bat, T'erai Bat 

107. Nyctalus leis,leri 
isler's Bat; Lesser Noctule; 

airy-armed Bat 

1 8. Nyct,alus montanus 
Mountain N ctul 

109.. Nyctalus noctula 
Common Noctul 

110. Otonycteris hemprichii 
e prich's Long-ear d Bat 

1 

112. Pipist~ell:us babu 
Ba u's Pipi tr n 

1 PipistreUus cadomae 
Thoma! Pipistr lle 

114. Pipistrellus ceylonicus 
K laart's Pipistr'ell -

115. Pipi trellus drcumdatus 
Black-gilded Pipi tr 11 

1 6. Pipist~ellus ooromandr,a 
Indian Pipi ·. tr e, 

ro I andel Pipi tr, 1I 

117. Pip,; trellus ,dormeri 
Dorm r's Bat 

118. Pipistrellus ]av,anicus 
Javan Pipistrelle 

19.. Pipistrellu kuhlii 
Kuhl" ipist~elle 

120. Pipistrellu5 paterculus 
Mount opa Pipitr lle 

121. Pip; trellus peguensis 
egu's Pipi trelle 

122. Pipistr,ellu pipistr,ellus 
mmon Plpistrelle 

123.. PipistreUus savii 
Savi' Pipistrelle 

LRnt 

LRnt 

LRnt 

DD (Nation a y 
& Globally) 

DD (Nationally 
& Globally) 

DD (Nationally 
& G obally) 

DD (Nationally 
& Globally) 

VU (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

DD ( ationally 
& Globally) 

NE 

DO <Natio I ally 
& Globally) 

LRlc (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

NE 

LRnt (Nationally) 
DD (G obally) 

LRnt (N ti~ ) __ _ _ __ a _ ona y 
DD (Globally) 

NE 

DD (Nationally 
& Globally) 

LRnt (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

NE 

VU ( ationally) 
DD (Glob a y) 

DD (Nationally 
& Globally) 



Introduction 

Ta 2. Contd .. 

140. 

141. 

142. 



Table 2. Contd. 

Family MOLOSSIDAE 

143. Chaerephon plicat,a 
Wrinkle-lipp d Fr -ta' d Bat 

*144. Otomops wroughtoni 
Wr ughto 's Fre~tailed Bat 

145 Tadarida aegtJPtiaca 
E,gyptian Free tail d Bat 

146.. Tadanda teniotis 
European ree-ta;' d Bat 

Order PRIMA T 5 
Fam' y ORIDAE 

l47. Loris tardigradus 
SI d r Loris 

148. Nycticebus coucang 
Slow Lori 

Family CRCOPITHECIDAE 

49. Macaea arctoid,es 
Stump-tailed Macaqu 

150. Macaca assamensis 
Assame Maca 'ue 

151. Macaca fascicularis 
Crab-eating Macaque 

152. Maca,ca mulatta 
esus Macaqu 

53. Maca,ca nemestrina 
Pig~tail d M,acaque 

*154. Macaea radi,at,a 
Bonnet Macaque 

*155,. Macaea silenus 
Lion-tailed Macaque 

156. Semnopithecus entellus 
Ha oman La gur 

157. Trachypithecus gee; 
Golden an,gur 

Trachypithecus johnii 
Nilgiri Langur 

59. Trachypithecus phayrei 
Phayre"s Leaf Monkey 

CR 

vu 

DO 

vu 

vu 

LRnt 

LRnt 

EN 

LRnt 

EN 

vu 

Sch. I 

Sch. I 

Sch. II 

Sch. II 

Sch,. I 

Sch. II 

Sch. II 

Sch. II 

Sch. I 

Sch. U 

Sch. I 

Sch. I 

Sch. I 

DO (N,ationally 
& Glob y) 

CR 

LRn (Nationally) 
o (Globally) 

DO (Nation y 
& Globally) 

VU pp. II LRnt (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

II< App. II LRnt 

VU App. II LRnt (I ationaUy) 
DO ~Globally) 

App. II LRnt (Nation a y) 
DD (G obally) 

VU CR (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

LRlc (Nationally) 
DO (G obally) 

VU App. II DO (Nationally 
& Globally) 

App,. LRlc 

EN App.. I EN 

App. I L c (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

VU App I CR (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

VU App. II VU 

VU App. II E (ationaUy) 
DD (G obally) 
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166. 

167. 

168. 

169 .. 

170. 

171. f, lis chaus 
Jungl 

172. 

173. 

174. 

175. 

• 'The Cheetah, Aci;no:nyx juba,tus belon,ging to the family FeUd.e bec.m'e '.l(Unct in Indi_ in th. 'r«'(tnt ,.., So Ie t; nt.lt 

listed here. 



Tabl 2. Con.td. 

Prionailuru rubi inosus VU c . I IKll App. I LRnt (Nationally) 
u ty ' p u d at art I DO (Globally) 

VU Sch. I VUt2 VU (Nation y) 
Part I DD (Globally) 

178 .. NeoteU n, bulo a VU Sch. I E App. I Rnt (Nationally) 
Clouded L pard . art DO (G obally) 

179. Panther,a leo VU Sch. I EN13 A p. I CR 
Lion Part I 

1 O. Panthera pardus Sch. VU App. I VU (Nationally) 
Leopar ; Panth art I DO (Globally) 

1 l. Panth ra tigri EN , ch. I VUl App. I EN ( ationally) 
Tiger PartI DO (G obally) 

82. Pardofelis tnantlorata VU Sch. I EN1 pp. I LRnt (Na 'onally) 
Marb1 d Cat a t o (Globally) 

8 . Unda uncia EN Sch. I 16 App. I 
Snow Leop,ard; OWlce Part I 

Family HERPESTIDAE 

1 Herpe te br:achyurus DO h. IV App.m VU 
Brown Mongoose 

185. Herpest,e edwardsi; Sch. IV pp.m LRlc (N,ationally) 
Grey Mongoose DO (Globally) 

186. H rpe tes javanicus Sch. IV c (Nationally) 
Small Ind' an Mongoos'_ DO (Gl bally) 

*187. Herp ste palustris EN S h. IV E 
Marsh M goose 

188. Herpeste smith,i ch. V App.m LRlc (Nationally) 
Ruddy Mongoose DO (Globally) 

89. Herpe te tlYVQ Sch. IV App. VU ( atio ally) 
C ab"eating Mongoose DO ('Globally) 

190 .. Herpeste vitticollis Sch.. IV Rnt( ationally) 
Stri e n c ed Mong 0 e 

Family MUSTELIDAE 

191. Ambolyn cinereus LRnt VU17 App.II NE (National y) 
Small-claw dOtter DO (Globally) 

192 Lutra lutra VU Sch. I App. I NE ( ,ationally) 
Part II DD (G obally) 

93. VU Sch. II App.1I N 
Part II 
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Tab 1 2. Contd, 

211. Ursus ,thib,etanus 
s' atic Black Bear 

Family VIVEI 

212,. Arctictis binturo~g 
Binturong; B · ar Cat 

213. Arctogalidia trivirgata 
11u striped Palm Civet 
5 aU-toothed Palm Civ, t 

2 4,. Paguma larvata 
asked Palm Civet 

215. Paradoxurus hermaphrodi,tus 
on Palm Civet 

Toddy cat 

*2 6. Paradoxuru jerdoni 

'erdon's Palm C'v t 

217.. Prionodon ,pa~dico'or 

Spotted insang; Tig r Civ, t 

*218. Viver~a civetlina 
Malabar C' v t 

219. ViverT:a zibe:tha 
arg'€ Indian 'v t 

220. Vive:rricula in,dica 
Small Indi C'v t; asse 

Order CETA' EA 

Family B NIOAE 

221. Bala na mysticetus 
r-eenland Right Wh 

B 'wh ad Whale 

R1DAE 

222 Ba,laenoptera acutorostrata 
Mink Whale 

223. Balaenoptera borealis 
i Whal -

224. Balaenoptera edeni 
Bryd ~ s Whal 

225. Balaenoptera musculus 
Blue Whale 

vu 

vu 

CR 

t 

EN 

Sch I 
Part I 

Sch. n 
Part I 

Sch. II 
Part n 

Sch 
Part IT 

Sch. I 
Part I 

S . I 
Part n 
Sch,. n 

art 

Sch. n 
art 

Sc . II 
Part I 

Sc _. II 
Part I 

Sch. IT 
Pa t I 

Sc . II 
Pa t I 

EN App. 

Ric (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

DO (N,ationally 
& Globally) 

VU <Nationally) 
DO (G obally) 

App. m LRlc (N,ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

App. 

EN pp. I 

EN20 App. 

App 

LRlc (Nation y) 
DD <Gob , y) . 

vu 

VU (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

CR 

VU (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

App. m LRnt (Natio ally) 
DO (Globally) 

pp.. 

App.. I LRnt (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

App. Rnt (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

App. I LRnt (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

App C ( ationally) 
DO (Glob all ) 
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241. Tursiops truncatu 
Bott -n d 

242. 
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i 
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. 11 

. 11 

• 



Tabl 2. CQntd. 

Family PHYSETERIDAE 

24 .. Kogia ,lJrevkep 
Pygmy Sp rm W 

244. K,o in imu 
Dwarf Sperm Whale 

245. Physeter macrocephalu 
perm Whal 

Fa 'Iy P ATANISTIDAE 

246. Platanista an' etica 
G g s River Dolphin 

,amity ZIPHIID 

247. Ziphius caviri tri 
Cuvier's Beaked Whal 

b ak d Whale 

2 

249. 

250. 
lephant 

d r PERIS DACTYLA 
Famly EQUID 

251. Equus kiang 
Ki g; Tib t n Wild Ass 

252. quus on~ger 
Indi _n Wild A ; Kulan 

Family RHINOC ROTIDAE 

253. Rflinoceros unicornis 
Indian Rhinoc r , 

rater On -horned I ocero 

254. S,u ' a,lvaniu 
Pygm og 

VU 

DD 

vu 

EN 

VU 

EN 

CR 

Sch. n 
P,ar~ I 

Sch .. n 
Part I 

Sch. I 
Part I 

h. 

h. 

S . I 
Part I 

Sch. I 
art I 

Sch. 121 

Part I 

Sch. 122 
Part I 

Sch. I 
Part I 

Sch. 
Part I 

VU 

vu 

VU 

23 

E 

E 

App.II 

App.n 

App. I 

App. I 

App.U 

pp. 

App. I 

App.IIll 

App.I22 

pp. I 

LRnt ( ationally) 
DD (Globally) 

LRnt ( a tion ally) 
DD (G obally) 

Rnt (Nationally) 
DO (G obally) 

CR (Nati nally) 
DO (G obally) 

LRnt 
(Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

CR (Nationally) 
DO ( .lobally) 

VU (Nationally) 
DO (Globa y) 

vu ( ationally) 
DO ( I bally) 

E (ationally) 
DD (Globally) 

App. I CR Cationally) 
DD (Glob a y) 
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Tab 2. Contd. 

27 . Bos grunniens VU Sch. I CR32 App. I EN (Na 'onally) 
Yak Part I DO (Globally) 

272. Boselaphus ,tr,ag,ocatnelus Red Sch. m LRlc (N,atio ally) 
Blue Bull; Nilgai DO (Globally) 

273,. Bubalus bubalis E Seh. EN App. EN (Nationally) 
W' d Buffalo Part I 

274 Tetracerus ,qu,adricornis VU ' ch. VU LRnt (Na 'ona y) 
Four-h rn Itelope Part I DO (Globally) 

275. Budorcas taxicolor VU II< pp. 
Takin 

276,. Capra falconeri EN ch. I N App. CR (Nationally) 
Markh , Punj Part I DD (Globally) 

277. Capra sib,lnca S h .. 133 EN33 VU (Nationally) 
Ibex; Siberian x DD (Globally) 

*278 .. Hemitr:agus h.ylocrius EN Seh. I VU E 
I ilg' '. Tahr Part I 

279. Hemitragus jeml,ahicus VU Se I. EN LRnt (Nationally) 
imalayan Tahr Part 1 DO (Globally) 

280. Naemorhedus goral LRnt App. I 
Go ,a 

281. Naemorhedus sumatraensis VU34 Seh. VU34 App.1 VU (Nationally) 
Serow; Mainla:nd Serow Part I DO (Globa y) 

282. Ovis ammon VU Se . I IK35 App. I EN (Nationally) 
Arg,ali; Nayan; Great T beta Sheep Part I DO (Globally) 

283. ,Ovis vign,ei Sch.1 EN pp .. E ( ationa y) 
Ur', i Shapu; Punj art I 

284. Pseudo is nayaur LRnt 5ch. I VU LRlc (N,ationally) 
Bharal; Blue Sheep Part I DD (Globally) 

Ode PHOLIDOTA 
Family DAE 

285. Manis crassicaudata LRnt Seh. I VU App.II LRnt <Natio ally) 
Indian Pango ~ n art I DO (Globally) 

286. Manis pentadactyla LRnt Sch. I IK App..11 LRnt ( ,ationally) 
Chinese Pangolin Part I DD (Globally) 

Ord _r RODENTIA 
F.amily SCIURIDA 

287. 
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30 . Eupetaurus cinereus E Sch. I L t (Nationally) 
Woolly FIymg , quirr I Par DO ( lobally) 

307. Hylope,tes alboniger VU (Nationally) 
Particolour d Flying quirr I o (Glo ally) 

308. Hylop tes bab rl 0 (Nationally 
. yth', lying quirrel; & I bally) 

Large Kashmir FIying quir I 

309. Hylopetes fimbriatu LRnt 
Sm Ka ·hmir lying Squirrel; LRnt (Nationally) 
Pygmy Flying Squirrel DD ( I, bally) 

310. Hylopetes phayr,ei 
h yr ' Fly g quirr 1 

1 . 

312. Pefaurista magnificus LRnt 
H, dg n' Flying quirr 1 

3 3. Rnt 

314. 

1; 

315. Petauri ta philippen i 
Indian Giant Flying Squirrel 

16. Petenomys fuscocapillus Sch. I EN VU (Nationally) 
Small Travanc f ' Fly' g Squirr 1 Part I DO (Globally) 

Famiy DIPODIDAE 

317. Siclsta conco,lor DO ( ationally 
Chinese Birch MoU' & Globally) 

Family MURIDAE 

*3 8. Alt,icola albicauda LRnt DO ( ationa y) 
Balti tan ountain Vole 

3 9. Altico,la largen,tatus 
Silvery M untain Vole; 
Silv ry igh Mounta' Vole 

*320. Al.ticola montosa VU 
M ,untain Vol 

*321. LRnt DD ( a tiona lly 
& Globally) 
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339. Bandicota indica 
Greater Bandkoot Rat; 
Large Bandicoot Rat 

340. Berylmys Ibowersi 
Bow rls Rat 

341. Berylmys mackenziei 
Mackenzie's Rat 

342. Berylmy manipulus 
anipur Rat 

343. Clziropodomy gliroides 
ncO -t ' d Tre Mou 

344. Cremnomys blanford; 
Bl d Ra 

lt345. Cremnomys cutchicus 
eu cock Rat 

*346. Cremnomys elvira 
Large Rock Rat 

347. Dacnomy millar,d; 
ard at; arge-toothed Rat 

348. Diomys crumpi 
Crump's Mouse; Manipur MOllS 

349. Golunda ellioti 
Ind' an Bus Rat 

350. a,dromys humei 
ampur Bush Rat 

35 . eopoldamys edwardsi 
Edward', t 

3 2. Micromy minutus 
Harv t Mou 

353. Millardia gleadowi 
and- oloured Metad 

*3 4. Milla~dia kondan,a 
Lrg Mtad 

355.. Millardia meUada 
ft-Eu d M tad 

356. 
,...-- ..... n lndi n i Id 

7,. Mu 

Schoo V 

Sch V 

Sch. V 

vu Sch. V 

Seh. V 

Sch. V 

vu Sch. V 

Sch. V 

Rnt Sch. V 

Sch. V 

Sch. V 

Seh. V 

Rnt Sch. V 

Sch. V 

EN Sch. V 

Sch. V 

Sch. V 

Sch V 

LRnt 
( ationally) 
DD (G oba y) 

EN ( ationally) 
DD (Globa y) 

LRle (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

DO (Nationally 
& Globally) 

VU (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

Rnt (Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

LRlc 

vu 

VU (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

EN (Nationally) 
DD (Globally) 

LRle (Nationally) 
D (G obally) 

DO (Nationally 
& G oba y) 

DO (Nationally 
& Globally) 

VU ( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

Ric ( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

VU 

L c ( I ati a l y) 
o (Globally) 

c ( ationa y) 
DD (Globa y) 

LRlc ( , tionally) 
DD (Globally) 
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*376. 

*377. 

37 '. 

, I 

Rattu palmarum 
Z 1 bors icobar Rat 

RaUus ranjiniae 
Ranjini's Field Rat 

Rattu rattu 
Black Rat; 
Roof Rat; S 

T mmine 's Rat 

Rattu turkestanicus 
Turk 'an Ra 

House Rat; 

383. Rattus vicerex 
Short-tail d urk tan Rat 

~andeleuria oleracea 
aIm Mouse; 

Indian g-tail d Tree MOll 

*3 5. P,latacanthom,Ys lasiurus 
Ma ab iny Dorm U' e 

86. Cannomy badiu 
Bay Bam Rat; 

sser Bamb Rat 

3 7. Rhiz my pruinosus 
oary B mb Rat 

amily HYSTRICIOAE 

3 Atherurus macrourus 
A i ti Bush tail d P rcupin 

89,. Hys,trix brachyura 
H' alayan r tless Porcupin 

390. 

91. 

VU Seh. V 

VU Seh. V 

Seh. V 

VU Seh. V 

VU Seh. V 

ch, V 

Sch. V 

Sch.V 

Sch. V 

h. V 

Sch. II 

vu 

Sch. IV 

vu 

VU (Nationally) 
DO (Glob y) 

LRle 
( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

DO (Nationally 
& Globally) 

VU 

DO ( atio ally 
& Globally) 

LRlc 

LRlc 
(Nationally) 
DO (Globally) 

LRnt ( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

EN ( ationally) 
DO (Globally) 

VU ( ationally) 
DD (IGlobally) 

LRlc (N,ationally) 
DO (G obally) 

E (ationally) 
DO (Globally) 



Introduction 

' . ontd. 

IUCN : International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resourte&; IWPA: Indian Wildhh.­
(protection) Act 1972; ROB: Red Data 'Book; CAMP: Conservation Assessment a:nd MlRa,plnenl rlan of 
Biodiversity Conservation 'Prioritisation Project; CITES: Convens:ion on I:nternationa'i Trade in Endan,~red 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora; Ex : Extinct; CR : Critical; EN ~ Endanger; VU : Vulnerable; :R : Ran:; IK: 
Insufficiently known; LRcd : Lower Risk-conservation dependent; LRnt : Lower Riskwneer thlftt~nc.-d; lR ( 
: Lower Risk-least concem; DO : Data Deficient; NE : not evaluated; '. Endemic to Indial. 

Conservation status of the mammals with superscripts 1 to 35 (in the present list) has been r¥COrded und,,-r 
their earlier scientific names in the IWP Al RBD documents, as presented below. 

(1) as Presby tis pileatus; (2) as Hylobates hoolock; (3) as C. '"pus palliptS; (4)15 C. t, C_"CO; (5) as V. c'. ""$'''.; 
(6) as Felis caracal schmi,t,zi; (7) as Felis temminckij (8) as L. t. ;sabtllinus; (9) as F~'ts "","tli ; no) u fri.!­
bengale",is; (11) as Felis rubiginosa; (12) as Felis V;W";n4; (1.3) as P. I. I'tniCd; (14) as P. tigris "IN; (15) as FrI'$ 
nuJrmor4tai (16) as Panthera uniea; (17) as Aonyx c:inertd; (18) as M. t'rmi"td ft'sIuJUt; (19) 1& UJI. """"""$; (20' 
u Viverra megaspila; (2'1) as E. .hem;onus kiang; (22) as £. Iltm;O'UIS kI,",; (2..1) as £. 0, kit,,,,,; (24) as S. S, 
antu""anensis; (25) as Tragulus .mem;n.na; (26) as .M. rnose/,iftr"s (27)85 M. ,'nosc"i~rus; (28) as C. c. Iw"~'" ; (lQt 
as C. eld; tldi; (30) Gazella dorcas bennett;; (31) as 805 gat~r'~s; (32) as 8,. mutus; (33) as C. ;"".1'; ()4) 4S Clll,,.t(""'''~ 
sumatraensis; (35) O. am,mQn I,odgsoni. 
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10. 
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Ta Ie 3. Li 

r r [ TIV RA 
Family ERIN ACE DA -

,em;,ecllinu nudiventr.is 
uth Indian H'edgehog 

amily S RICIDAE 

Crocidur.a andamanensls 
Andaman White~toothed Shr w 

Crocidura hispida 
_ ndaman Spiny Shrew 

CrQcldura jenkins; 
Jenkein's Spmy Shr w 

Crocidura nicobarica 
',coba Sp'ny Sh w 

Crocidur.a pergrisea 
al Gr y Shr w 

Suncus dayi 
Day's Shr \¥ 

Order SCANDENTIA 
Family TUP AIIDAE 

Anathana ,elliot'; 
Madras Tree Shrew 

Tupaia nicobarica 
I icobar Tree Shrew 

Order CH ROPTERA 
Family PTE~OPODIDAE 

atid,ens salimalii 
Salim Ali's FrUIt Bat 

Pteropus faunu.lus 
icobar Flying Fox 

Family OLOPHIDAE 

Rhinolophus cognatus 
Andaman orse-shoe Bat 

Rhinolophus mUratus 
Milted H r -' hoe Bat 

Family HIPPOSIDERIDA -

"c mammals of India ,and their di t"but on 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

South And,amar lSi ands 

Midd 

South Andaman ands 

G at ie, bar Island 

J.ammu & Kashmir 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

Peninsular India, up to Bihar in the orth, W' st ngal 
in the east and Satpura Hills (Madhy rade h) in ,th w . t 

Gr at kobar and LitH Nicobar Islands 

Tamil Nadu 

'cobar Is' ands I~Car _ icobar, Camorta, 
N,ancowry Islands) 

Andaman Islands 

Chaibassa . n Bihar (known from one p dm n only) 

Madhya Pradesh 



Intl1oduction 

ntd. 

SI. Name of rhe species ~ :b ,iJtdhlUlioli 
:No. Conllnon English tunlte, 

5. 

16. 

2. 

2 . 1 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

27. 

_ mitra u I, ,10 rirl' 
jigiri _hr 
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I I 

- - -- - -



Table 3. ontd, 
~ ~ 

51. I Name of the species & Distribution 
No. COlnmOI1 English name 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

3,3. 

35. 

3. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

4. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

• 

I rd r RODENT! 
Family S IURIDAE 

unumbulu tristriatus 
Jungi - . triped SqUID I 

Ratufa indica 
Indian iant Squirt I, alabar : quirrel 

Bi wamoyopteru ,biswasi 
Namdhapa Flying Squier I 

Family MURID E 

Alticola albicauda 
Baltistan Mountain V 

Alticola montosa 
Mountain Vole 

Alticola royle; 
Rye's M unta' Vole 

Apodemus rusiges 
Ka hmir Field M u or Wo d Mouse 

Cremnomy cutchicus 
Cute Rock Rat 

Cremnomy · ,elvira 
Larg Rock Rat 

Millar,dia kondana 
arge M tad 

Mus famulus 
Bonhote"S Mouse 

Mus p,latythrix 
Ind' an Brown Spiny Mous 

Rattus ,burrus 
Mer's Nicobar Rat 

Rattus pa,lmarum 
Zelebor's Nicobar Rat 

Rattus ranjiniae 
Ranjinl' Field Rat 

Rattus stoicus 
Miller' Andaman Rat; 
Mil res Long-footed Rat 

Plat,acanthomys lasiurus 
Malabar Spiny Dormice . 

Karnataka, Goa, M arastra, K rala 

Widely di tributed in India in th ' tates of B' ar, 
Andhra cade h, Orissa, Tal Nadu, K rala, 
Karnataka, Maharastra, Madhya Prad sh and Gujarat 

Namdhapa ' . Arunachal Pradesh 

ammu & Kas mir 

Jammu & Ka 

Lah and Kull Va ey (Himac al Prade · h), Ladak 
(Jammu & ashmir), Kumaon (Uttaranchal) 

ammu & Kashmir, ' ahcal Pr,ad and 
Uttaranchal 

Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Ka ataka, Raja, t an 
,ami! Nadu 

Known only from th type locality (Kuramb p, tti, 
Sa am District, T ami! ,adu) 

Known only from the type locality (Singhgarh, Pun 
Maharastra) 

Reported only from Kalapatti a d A valanch' 
(about 1540 m altitude) in N' gir' Hills, Tamil Nadu 

And a Pradesh, B' ar, Gujarat, K rala, Karnataka, 
adhya Prades , Mahara tra, Punjab, Raja than, 

T,amil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh 

Tr' ,et Island in 'cobar 

Nicobar Islands (probab y Great Nicobar) 

~erala (from Alleppy, Trichur and Thiruanthapuc,am) 

Andama Islands (Henry Lawrance, Littl Anda an 
and South Andaman Islands) 

South Western Pininsular India in Kamataka and Kerala 



Insectivores are the small m,ammals with long narrow snout that projects far ~yond tht.­
lower jaw. As their names imply they are principally insect eaters althuugh tht.·y alsu ft.'..,j 
on other anima s. The smaJest mammal of the world, the Pygmy Whitc..~toothed Shn-'\\', 
Suncus etruscus belongs to this order and occurs in India. 

Indian insectivores include hedgehogs, shrews and moles. They are repn.-sent'l~ by 30 
species under 11 genera. Out of these, 7 species are endemic to this country. Indian insectivon~ 
belong to the following 3 families: 

2. 

Members of this family are popularly cat(.~ h\,~,g~hogs bt.'Caus..! ut thl';r li~ ·h~t" ~n .. nl' 
They can be recognised conveniently by the pn.~net.t of numl-n'us shurt ~pint.'" \\lhilh l~l\'\'r 
their back and sides fuUyleaving facial part ,and undt.'r part. Th ... ~· 'Spin\~ _In- u\t\"ttr ~h oJ 
like porcupines. Their external ears are largl' unHkl' Shfll'\\'S ,lnd nl .. )ll~ . \\'h .. ·n thn.",,,-,, .. ,t 
with danger they curl up their body tightly forming a ball (If llristJ4."S, \\·ithdr.,,\' thl'ir hl.ld 
and limbs under that ball and lie motionless, making thl'"" \~'l-U pnltl'\"'h.'\i Ir\lfll t.l\l-ir t·nl·nl~' . 
Three species of hedgehogs occur in ndi'l, out u( which \ nt.' is .. -n,1"I11;" h- (hb ,'uuntT\' . 



nd· o g- red dg og, Renli chlnus col ar·s 

Deep brow I almost black with long legs and large external ears; head and body length 
14-18 cm; also popularly called the Collared Hedgehog; found in dry scrubs of arid and 

semi-arid regions; feeds on 
insects, slugs, worms and 
even eggs of ground nesting 
birds; nocturnal and 
terrestrial in habit. 

Distribution : India : 
Maharastra, Gujarat, Delhi, 
Uttar Pradesh and ,also from 
Himachal Pradesh and 
Jammu & Kashmir. Elsewhere 
: Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Conseroa,Hon status: IWP A 
: Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc 
(Nationally & Globally). 

Indian ong-eared Hedgehog, Hem;echi,nus colla~;s 

· n H g og, ent "echinu 
. 

mlCrOpllS 

Light coloured species with greyish~white hairs on its forehead and c_ eeks; ea~s, . bs 
and claws smaller; head and body length 14-23 cm; also known as the Pale Hedgehog; 

Indian Hedgehog, Hemlechlnus mlcropus 

found in rocky areas and grasslands; feeds on insects, slugs and sma m,ammais; nocturnal 
and terrestrial in habit. 

Distribution: India : Gujarat, Maharastra, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. Elsewhere 
: Pakistan. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: LRlc (Nationally & Globally) 



w 

B,ack brownish, a brown 
bangle above wrist and a brown 
collar on throat; he,ad and body 
length 16.5 cm; endemic to India, 
confined to scrubs and bushes; 
feeds on insects, worms and 
small animals; nocturnal and 
terrestrial in habit. 

Distrib,ution "India: Ker:ala and 
Tami Nadu. 

Conservation status : IUCN 
'VU; CAMP: NE '(Nationally) 

So h nd 

H 

Shrewsar~ rat-like in appearance but ,their long pninh.ad snout prujl'l'hng l'(tn~idt.·r,.'hl~· 

beyond the lower lip, depressed rounded ears and teeth make them distin..:'. frulll T\ldc.j>nts. 
These ,animals are ,clad with soft .fur and, their (~t and tail ana sparst.aty 'l~()'·c.·n-d \\tith h.lir.. , 
'These are the most widely distributed insectivores of India ,eomprisinK (ill tWC.l subt.ln\ihl~ 

Crocidurinae and Soricinae. Like hedgehogs, diet of shrl'ws lompri~as of inS4.'\'t~, wtlrms 

and other small animals. 

HIT -TOO o R 

Genus 3 
Species 16 

Endemllc species 16 

This subfamily possesses unpigmented white teeth as it,~ pllpul4lr n~Ulll· si~niht~ . H 
includes the smallest mammals of the world as well ,as the conlnlont.'S't shnt \\. "'In,,ti.l. 'l",'th 

of which belong to the genus Su,ncus. Under this subfamily h,'o other ~\.\n(·ra ("n"",.I"rd _lnd 
Fe~oculus are ais,o present in India. Following ,6 species of the Whit(~·t(l4.,t:hla\i Shn'\" 'K~'ur 
in India,. 



The smallest mammal of the world; velvety dark greyish brown above, silvery brown 
below; ears pink; head and body length 3-5..5 cm, tail2.5-3.S em; nocturuat terrestrial and 
sernifossorial in habit. 

IPygmy White-toothed Shrew, ,Suncus e,truscus 

Distribution: India: 'Throughout India except the arod regions of Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Jammu '& Kashmir. ElseuJhere : Afghanistan, Arabian Peninsula, Asia Minor, Bhutan, China, 
Iraq, Malaysia, Nepal, North America, Pakistan, South Europe, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Ethiop' a, 
N,ewGuinea and Nigleria. 

Conservation status: CAMP: LRlc (Nationally & Globally). 

o " lY11 l 

Greyish brown; head and body length 10-16 cm; tail 4.5-:9 cm; also called the Grey Musk 
Shrew as it 'emits characteristic strong musk odour from the glands located at the sides of 
the body, when alarmed; very aggressive and vocal, making squeaking sound; nocturnal 
and semi-fossorial in habit; the commonest s rew of Ind' a 



A 

Distribution : India : Throughout ,the 
country. E,l.sewhere : Afghanistan, B utan, 
China, Japan, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
'Contimental and peninsular ndo-Malayan 
region; introduced in Guam, Maldive islands 
arid pr10bably in many other islands; 
introduced also in coastal Africa, "-Jr~~ 
M,adagascar, Comores, Mauritius, Reunion 
and coastal Arabia. 

Conservation status : CAMP : LR c 
(N,ationally), DO (Globally). 

In addition to these, the following 3 
species of Suncus ,are found in India. These 
are having restricted distribution within 
Indian limit. Out of these, one species, the 
Day's Shrew, Suncus day; is endemic to this 
country. 

Hou .. Shrew. Suncu. ,"urlnu. 

Also called the Hill Shrew; dark 'brown, almost black in colour; il~ head and h..k1y )t.·n~th 
8-10.5 em and tail 4.5-6.5 emi inhabits humid forests of hilly region. 

Distribution: India: Karn.ataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. fJ~(~{" J(·rt· : Sri l..tlnka, 

ConservaUon s,ta,tus . IUCN : VU; CAMP : VU (Nationally), DO <Globally) , 

un 

Dark brown above, dark with silvery sheen below; head and body-length 7.1 ,,·m; h'ind 
foot relatively large; endemic to India and inhabits montane humid fontsts; nu('turn,ll .lnd 
semi-fossorial in habit. 

Distribution : India : Palni, Anamalai and Nilgiri hills in Tami N.ldu .lnd Kt'r"I.l .. 

Conservation status : IUCN .: VU; CAMP: VU (Nationally), 



rso '5 Sh W, SUIl us stoli 
Silvery grey above, paler below; bead and body length 6-8 cm; 'nocturnal and semi­

fossorial in bab' t. 

Distribution : India: From Punjab and Rajasthan in 'the north to Tamil Nadu in the south. 
Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan. 

Anderson"S Shrew, Suncus stollczkanus 

Conservation status: CAMP. LRlc (Nationa y), DO (Globally). 

Shrews belonging to the genus Crocidura are represented by 10 species. Out of these, 
following 5 species are endemic to this country and have restricted range of distribution.. 

A W· . 
w, r I r n 11 

Dorsal fur soft, long and medium brown in colour, ventral fur grey; head and body 
W length 11.4 em, tail ,about 8 em; nocturnal and semi-fossorial in habit. 

Distr.ibution : India : Confined to South Andaman islands. 

Conservation s,tatus : IUCN : DO; CAMP ,:DO (Nationally). 

A w, . 
t p y 

Dorsal fur bristly, grey in colour with brownish wash, tail longer than head and body; 
head and body length 8.5 em and tail about 10.,3 cm; nocturnal and semi-fossorial in habit .. 

Distribution : India : Confined to Middle Andaman islands. 

Conservation status: IUeN : EN; CAMP: EN (Nationally), D'D (Globally). 



A D~tlll. 

Dorsal fur long, br-own and bristly, head and body length JOe 10.7 em and tail about ~ .H 

em; prefers scrub jungle adjacent to human vegetation; nocturnal and s\'-nli-iossori,ll in 
hab"t. 

Distribution: India: Confined to South Andaman islands. 

Con.s,ervaUon status: UCN: DD; C.AMP : DO (Nationally). 

Dorsal fur short, bristly, sooty brown in colour; head and body lttngth IO.i-12 enl. tall 
about 7.5-8 em; noetum,al and semi·fossorial in habit 

Distribution .: India :: Confined to Great Nicohar island. 

Conseroation status: lUCN: DD; 'CAMP .: DO (Nationally). 

Dorsal fur pale grey and under parts creamy grey; ht'ad Clnd budy ,!n~th 5,h l '"l _.n..1 
tail about 4.5 em; inhabits mostly lito the dry hill re~ion, west of ndus d~\"-t.·U .,l~ inn,,-r 
drier Himalayan r,anges"; noetum,al and semi .. fossorial in habit. 

Distribution : India: Confined to Jammu & Kashmir. 

Conservation st,atus : IUCN ,: VU; CAMP: E.N (Nationally)' D[) (Glob«lUy) , 

Of the 5 nonendemic species of Crocidura unly .one Spt~jcs, the (;ra~1 Shn'\,·, Cnlt',.lf4'41 
,attenuata is widely distributed and the others hav~ restrict'l·d distribution \,-ithin Inda.tll 
limit. 

Dorsal fur greyish brown and under parts y~llowish .. gre)'; head and bud~' Il'n~th (l .. ~ . 

8.9 em, tail 4.3-6 em; inhabits secondary forests, farm lands clnd Opt'" Icu"Js; nc.Kturn,') .l"d 
semi-fossori,al in habit. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, UUar.ulch,ti, LTlt.lf Pra\.it-sh , 
Punjab, Sikkim, West Beng.al Arunachal Pradesh and Assanl. Els(·r,cl,('n· .: Bhut,ul, l-hin.l . 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP: RIc (N,abonaUy), DO (GI~lbaHy). 

Dark grey .abovewith lighter under parts; head ,and body Il)n~th 7·)0 \.-nl, ',lil (l . ~-·~Cln ; 

nocturnal and semi .. fossorial in habit. 



Distribution: India: North-east .India in Assam and Meghalaya. Elsewhere: China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 'Thailand ,and Vietnam. 

Conseroatlon status : ,CAMP : DO (Nationally & Globally). 

or fi d's Sew, rocidu a horsfieldi 

'G!eyish brown above and dark grey below, tail with silvery hair; head and body length 
5.'7 em and tail 3-4.8 emj nocturnal and semi-fossorial in habit. 

Dis,tributio~n : India : Jammu & Kashmir and 'montane fo~ests of Karnataka. Elsewhere : 
China, Japan, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand to Vietnam. 

Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally). 

M· e's W -te toot ed Sew, CrocI ura pu lata 

Mousy grey~brown with long fur; head and body length 8.3 CUl, tail 4.5 ,em; nocturnal 
and semi-fossorial in habit. 

Distribution: India: Confined to Jammu & Kashmir. Elsewhere: Afghanistan, China, 
Pakistan and Thailand. 

Conservation status : CAMP : DO (Nationally '& Globally).. 

G e de staedt's Whi e too hed Sew, Croci ttr gue ns e t" 

Dorsal fur grey ... brown, under parts lighter; head and body length 10.7-12 em, tail 9-9.5 
'cm; nocturnal and semi-fossorial in habit. 

,Distribution : India : Confined to Jammu & Kashmir. 

Conserva,tion st,atus : Not known. 

The following species ·of white ... toothed shrew belonging to the genus Feroculus is found 
in India .. 

Ke rt's Lo g c awe Sew, Feroculus fi r 

Dorsal fur ashy black, underparts paler; head and body length 10-12 em; tail 5.6-7.3 em; 
forefeet large and whitish, hind feet smaller and pale; inhabiting montane swamps and 
marshes; nocturnal and semi ... fossorial. 

Distribution : In.dia : 'Kerala. Elsewhere : Sri Lanka. 

Conserva,tion status: CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



ALFRED et al. : IU. 
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Genus 5 

Species 9 

In India this subfamily is represented by 5 ,genera, t,iz., Sorex, Sor;clllus, A'ICJUr;OSl,r(·.l. 

Chi,mar.rogale and Nectogale. These Shrews possess reddish pigmentation in their tt.'eth for 
which these are popularly known ,as the Red-toothed Shre'ws. 

In India Soriculus is represented by followin,g 4 species 

I t H 

Grey brown; head and body length 4.7-7.4 em" tail 4.5-6.9 em; inhabits cunifen.us 
forests; nocturnal and semi fossorial. 

Distribution: Indin :: In the Hima aya from Jammu & Kashmir to Manipur all·l~vahons 
1800-3500 m. Elsewhere: Cambodia, China, Laos, Formosa, Myanmar, Nt.-pal and Vit.-tnam. 

Conseroation status: CAMP: VU (N,ationally), DO (GlubaUy). 

, I 
Dark brown, tail much longer than body; head and body ength 5.5-7.1 l'm; t.liJ " 105 

em; nocturnal ,and semi:.fossorial in habit. 

Distribution: India: Northeastern states and Sikkim. [ISt'1t",~·rt· : 8hut,ln, <.:hin.1, My.lnn\~lr, 
N,epal and Vietnam. 

Conseroation status ,; C.AMP : VU (Nationally)' DO (Globally) 

, 
Grey, tail longer than body; head ,and body length 4.'7-6.,K ('nl .lnd t •• U 7 .. i-l0.:l (.,1\ ; 

inhabits bamboo and scrub forests; nocturnal and senli f(.l~s\lr:i41J in h.lhit. 

Distribution: India: West Bengal (Oarjeeling distri~ .. t) an,,1 SiJ..kirn. rl~"I"/rc·r'f· : (. 'hin.,. 
Myanmar, :Nepal and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP .: VU (Nationally), DO (Gloh.llly). 

I 

Also called the Himalayan Shrew; brown with largtl t~·t .lnJ l~I,l\"s; h,,-.\\i .Uh.t h\ld~' 
length '7-9,.4 em, t.ail 3,.4-4.8 em; nocturnal and semi-fossoria:l in h.,bit 

Distribution: In,dia .:In the Himalaya in Kumaon (IUttclr,anchaJ), Sikkinl, \V,'·~t 1~'n~,,'1 

(Oarjeeling) and N,ortheastern states. Eisewl,ere : Bhutan, China, MY,clnm.\r,Uld N\,p.'1. 

Conservation status: 'CAMP ; VU (Nationally), DD (Globally). 



ollowingtwo species of Sorex ar ~ found in India 

Bicolour-ed, dark grey brown above, dull grey below; head and body length 4.6-7.4 em 
and tail 3.7-5.2 em; nocturnal and semi~fossorial in habit. 

Distribution : India: J.ammu &t Kashmir. Elsewhere: Europe to Yenesei River and Lake 
B,~, south to Altai and Tienshan Mountains, China, Nepal, Pakistan and Turkey.. 

Conseroation status: CAMP: VU (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Grey brown with long and weB-furred tail; head and body length 5.7-7.4 em and tail 
3.7-4.8 ; nocturnal and se ·-fo.ssorial in habit. 

Distribution : India: High elevations of Jammu & Kashmir. 

Conservation status: Not known. 

In addition to these, Red-toothed Shrew include also the foUowing .species within 
Indian limit. 

, 
Body with velvety olive grey fur, short naked feet, minute ears and ,eyes and truncated 

tail;- head and body length 8-11 COl; tail 0.8-1.5 ,em; nocturnal and semi-fossorial. 

Distribution; India: Northeastern states. Elsewhne : Bhutan, C '. a, Myanmar, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP: VU (Natio ally), DD (Globally). 

e , 
Bluish grey, head and body length ~13 em; tail 8-10 em; small eyes, reduced ears closed 

by a flap while diving, water proof fur, long white bristles on feet and whiskers on nose; 
swims well under water, feeds on insects, crustaceans and small fishes; nocturnal and 
semi-a'quatic in habit. 

Distribution. India: In streams in the Himalaya m Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal PradeSh, 
Uttaranchal, Sikldm and West Bengal (Dcujeeling district). Elsewhere: China, Myanmar and 
Vietnam. 

Conseroation status: CAMP! LRnt (Nationally), DD (G obally). 

w s 
Slate grey above, silver under parts, t.ail with four fringes and with a long tuft of white 

hairs; head and body ength 9.9-12.5 em, tail 9.6-12.3 em; nocturnal and semi-aquatic in 
habit; diet similar to that of the Himalayan Water Shrew. 



Dis,tribution : India: Mountain streams of Sikkim, West Benga_ '(Oarjeeling district) and 
Northh-eastem Hima aya at elevation 900-2300 m. Els(wlrt!rt! : Bhutan, Chinil, My41nmclr 
and Nepal. 

Conservation status: VU (Nationally), DD (Globa Iy). 

Moles are efficient soil diggers and subterran.ian in habits. Their body is (.'ylindri<.'at 
neck c,onsiderably short and taU also very short, completely hidden undt~r their denst.- fur. 
Their eyes are minute and fur so dense and velveti t at no soil adhen.as to thtam whilt­
burrowing. 

Moles feed on insects, small aniamls ,and even eggs of ground n(;asting birds. Tw\, 
species of moles are found within India's limit. 

, 

Fur dense, velveti black with silvery grey ,gloss and a very short t.lil hiddt-n \\tithin th ... 
fur; head and body length 10-16 em; forefee'l large shovt..I- ike; ,also l'",Ulad tht'EtlSlt-nl Mult-; 
found at altitude of 1525-2440 m; nocturnal and semi-fossorial in habit . 

Distribution: India: Central ,and Eastern Himalnya in Sikkim, Wl~t lx-ng.,l «().,rj(",-Iin~ 
district) and North-eastem states. Els('l(,/u',r(' : Banglad~ ,Nt'p~d, duu llfu y :in Pl*nln~\tI •• r 
Malaysia. 

Conservation status : Not known. 

, 
Resembles the Himalayan Mole, but sparsely l"'lal1 , .. ith "'hilt· I'_lirs .uld pt.' . . ~~~~ 

longer ,club-shaped tail, thicker tow,ards its terminal p«lrt th.ln n-,:'"r it!" h.lSt'; •• lil hI' ''''\l\'('n~t 

withw ite hairs; noctuma and semi-fossorial in ha l 'it. 

Distribution: India : Khasi and Jayantia hills of North-...',lst Indi.l . 

Conservation status: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally) . E/~t·u~/I(·r(· : (.\lll1 "It),h.,, l'h'n., . .. '~l~ . 

Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand. 



Order seA D A 

Thi or r ontains a ;" 19 family Tupaiidal wh e tax n mic tatu has ' n a 
m tt r frat c ntr _r .y. EarH r this f ,mily was p ac ·d und r th order In ' ctiv ra 
and th n under Pr"mates. At pr ent a parat rd r Scand ntia ha b t d for it 

WU. 
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i tribution India 
lin uL r I 'dia , rth up to 

ihar, W t ng. 1 in th 
ld t 

( adh 

: LRnt; 

Genus 2 

Species 3 
Endemic species 2 

Madras Tree Shrew, Anathana ,ellioti 



s'teri" lr pe:lrt of b~ll'k bla~: kl 

. o( hl·ad _,nd neck .lod 
id.... of Ii mb~ Vt.-Il(l\\· i ~h 
en bro~'n; ,1 band 4'-~h,·ndin~ 

1 tht) back ,ot hl-ad to lx·h"'l'\.·n 
-huuldltrs, undl'r(,lft.· pelle 
n; cnden'll( to h di~' ; 

' nl~d tu thl- rain furl~t~ . 

I i~tr ,f"uti(t" : hr.i", : (,n~·4't 

and L,ull' \li(ob.lr 

Upper parts olive brown, under parts pale br<n-.'o, (1 light shouldl'T ~trl~~ pn·~~ .. nt ; hl·c,d 
and body length 15-20 em, tail almost of same sizt:t; confined tu fun.·sts. plan't ,atic.ln~ .lnd 
gardens. 

Distribution: India: Nort -east India and Darj(~ling dis'trict ,in "'l~t Bt·n~,l1 'Up h' 

1850 m elevation. Elsewhere : Cambodia, China, Laos, Malaysia North " Itl ·, ~ l,thtudlJ
, 

Myanmar, Nepal, Thai and, Vietnam and ,adjacent islands-

Conservation status: CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO '(Gl\lball~' ) . 

Com _ on hr 



RO E A 
The chiropterans are popularly known as bats. They are the only mammals which are 

true fliers and capable of sustained flight by upward and downward beat of wings. Some 
other rna mals, viz, Flying Squirr'els can also Ifly'. But they are not true rue s. They 
simply glide through the air with the aid of parachute--like ,extensions of their skin, called 
patagium. The term Chiroptera is derived from two Greek words~hierosfa hand and 
pteron, awing. As a matter of fact, fore imbs and fingers .of the forelimbs of bats are 
remarkably modified to act like the ribs of an umbrella for supporting, folding and 
unfolding the integumental flight membrane or wing. Only the first digit of the forelimbs 
of bats possesses ,claw. But in the majority of the Fruit Bats there is an additional claw at 
the end .of the second digit. Their hind feet are also with curv,ed claws. 

The bats are class' fied under two suborders, name y, Mega,chiropteraw ich are fruit­
eaters and comparatively large and, Microchiroptera which are principally inse·ct-eaters 
and usually small in size. 

Mega 
This suborder is represented by only one family Pteropidae, members of which are 

popularly known as Fruit Bats and Flying Foxes. The diet of tbese bats primarily includes 
varieties of fruits, pollen and even nectar. 



AU the Indian Fruit Bats exe,ept the Dawn Bat, [o"y, .. tl!r;s !Jl't'lat'Q possess II claw onth .. , 
second finger in ,addition to the claw on the thumb. This claw helps the Fruit Bats in 
scrambling and climbing among the twigs and branches of the t~ during S(.-arching a,nJ 
procuring their food. The Fruit 8a'ts are normally gregarious during the! day, hanging th .. -ir 
heads downwards from the roosting ~ with win,gs folded cloak .. like around th~ body. 
At dusk they fly from their roosting places ,to their food 'trees. I.k-sidl~ tn .... 'S, soml' of tht'm 
roosts in caves ,and under the eaves o.f buildings. 

In IndiaJ la~e Fruit Bats belonging ,to the genus Pteropus are representl~ by 5 sp<'Cies, ,all 
of which ,are found in Andaman ,and Nicobar islands. Out of these, only one spt.","it-s, Iht' 

Indian Flying Fox, P,terop,us ,g~ganteus is distributed all ov'cr India. The largl-st living bait of 

the world, Pteropus va mpyru 5" having a wingspre,ad of 1. 7ml'tt.'r is reportt..,j tu u('("ur in 
Andaman and Nic'obar islands. It is possibly a seasonal 'mi,grant fnlm South·t-ast Asia 
(Andersen, 1'912). 'The foUowing are the Indian species of Ptt·ropu~ . 



y y x, 1'11 yrus 

Blackish brown on 'the back with a few paler hairs; ears tong pointed; head and body 
length 25.9-30 em, forearm length 19.5-20.9 em; gf'egarious, roosting in ,groups exceed'ng 
100 individuals .. 

Distribution : India! Reported from Andaman ,and Nieobar islands .as season.a migrant 
Elsewhere: Indonesia, MalaysIa, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam ,and its adjacent 
small islands. 

Conservation status: IWPA Sch. V, CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally). 

t · pll lit 

Rich chestnut brown on crown and head; ear black, aIm I hairl ' ,tall a d point d; 

head and body length 19.8-30 an, forearm length 
15.2 .. 18.3 cm; ~oosts on trees in large colonies of 
even 1000 individuals; roosting trees located in 
busy towns and villages. 

Distribution ! India : Throughout India 
including Andaman islands. Elsewhe17e : China, 
Maldive islands, Myanmar, N,epal, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand. 

Conservation status ! CAMP : LRnt; CITES : 
Appendix II. 

y tl ' , 

Variable in colour; brown head, golden 
tawny or reddish mantle, pale and bright 
ventral surface in Nicobar forms; head 
blackish, sprinkled with f.ew grey hairs, 
ventral surface dark brown or blackish brown 
in Andaman forms; ears arge and broad, tips 
~ounded off; fore,arm length 14 . .8-16.3 ,cm; 
gr'egariou5, roosting in huge ,colony upto 
several thousands. 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar 
islands in mangroves (Andersen, 1912). 
Elsewhere : Indonesia. 

Conserv,ati,on status : IWPA : Sch. V; 
CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally); CITES 
: Appendix II. 

Indian Fly'ng Fox, Pteropus g;ganteus 

Blyth"s lLarge Flying Fox, 
Pteropus melsnotus 



Hairs on the back g'fey~brown to blackish brown; l()rehead~ ch(.~ks and chin d.trk 
brown, crown taw, ; ears short and broad; head and body len,gth 19.922 em and fon-arm 
lengt~ 13.5--14.5 em; gregarious; roos'ts in tall trees or ,coconut palm in groups uptu St.·V ·r~ll 

thousands. 

Distribut,ion : India: ,Andaman islands including Narcondam island and Barren island. 

Co,nseroation status : Not 'known.. 

c 

Dark brownish black above, . ntermixed with some white hairs, ventral surfa,C\,a unifonn 
grey chestnut brown; ears "triangular pointt.ad" ; head and body It~ngth 17 em, furearm 
length 11-11.6 em; endem"c to India; holotype was shot in a dark fon.ast. 

Distribution: India: Confined to Nicobar islands (Car Nil'Obar, Camorta an~ Nanl"\'wry 
islands). 

Conservation status: ruCN : VU; IWPA: Sch. V; CAMP : VU; ,CITES ; Appn.·ndi~ II . 

In addition to these, the folowing Fruit B,ats are also distributl-d in lndid . 

Dorsal hairs brown to black, grizzledwitl somt.' p,d~r h .. irs on 'sh~)ul~ .. ar dnd l,_"·,,,; 
wings black throughout; ears oval with nam,wly point(.~ tip.; h .... ilJ dnd body It·ngth IU.1· 
10.9 em and forearm length 6.6--6.9 em; endemi,cto India; inhabits bnl.ld·lt'.1V .. ,t n'ttl tc'n~· 
forests; habits not much known. 

Distribution : India : Known only from hi,gh wavy mount.lins ut TdmilN.hiu .,. _tn 
altitude460~770 m. 

Conservation sta,tlls : IUCN : CR; CAMP : EN. 

Medium sized Fruit Bat, fur soft and 
silky in texture; ears large" mocha bmwn 
in colour with well developed p,ale 
anterior and pos)erior border; wings 
dark brown marked by pale 'fingers'; ~ .... -'~ 
head and body length '7.6-11.3 c'm, 
forearm ength 6.4-7.9 em; m,ost 
com:mon ,amongst Indian Fruit Bats; 
roosts in small group, gener,ally of 3-4 
individuals a'mong palm leaves! in tree 
hollows, Ficus trees and sometimes in 
eaves of houses. hort-no 



5 

Distribution. India :OcCtrrS throughout this country except higher Himalaya and deserts. 
Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Bhutan, Campuchia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and many south-east Asian islands. 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DO (Globally).. 

ss og fac d , Cynopterus brachyotis 
Similar to the Short-nosed Fruit Bat in ,appearance, but smaller in size; e,ar smaller 

(never ,e~cced 1.8 em) without (or with poorly developed) pale anterior and posterior 
bOJlders and without pale "fin,gers'; inhabits fores~" orchards or open country as well as 
dimly lit cav'es or houses; roosts in small groups. 

,Distribu:ticm : India : Southern 
India and Andaman and Nicobar 
islands at altitude up to 1500 m. 
Elsew,here : Chin.a, Indonesia, 
M,alaysia, Mayanmar, Nepal, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Vietnam and adjacent islands. 

Conserva,tion status :: IWPA :: 
Sch. V; CAMP ': LRlc (Nationally), 
DO (Globally). 

Leeser: Dog-faced Fruit Bat, Cynopferus brachyotls 

vo s - - t, ousettus leschenaulti 

Fur soft, fine and silky; fulvous brown on crown of the bead, back, flanks and throat; 
belly more greyish in the ffi'edian ,area, head and body length 11.1-14.7 em, forearm length 

Fulvous IFruit Bat" Rousettus leschenaultl 

'7.5-8"6 em; having a wide h ,abitat 
tolerance from arid re:gion to humid 
forests ,and from se,a-Iev'els to high 
'mountain ranges of the Himalaya; 
generally r'oosts in caves, desert'ed 
buildings, disused tunnels in colonies of 
2 .. 3 to even 10,000 individuals ,as 
observed in a subterranean lat-erite cave 
of Karnataka (Bates and Harrison, 1997) .. 

Distrilrntion : India : Throughout India 
ex,eept des,erts ,and high mountains. 
E.lsewhere : China, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakist,an, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: ,CAMP: LRIc 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 



Fur short, velvety, dark brown above, underside mottled grey-brown; having a claw 

only on its thumb but not having any additional claw on the second d:i,gi,t as in other Fruit 
Bats; unlike the Short ... nosed Fruit Bat ears lack pale outer margins and Ufinger#t markingti 
,on uniform dark brown membrane,; head ,and body length 9.2·13 ,cm, forearm length 6.&. 

7.8 em; inhabits variety ,of habitats including forest clad hill slopes ,and cultivat'l-d ,areas; 
roosts in e,aves sometimes in large groups in thousands. 

Distrib,ution : Indill · North-east India, West Bengal, Sikkim" Uttaranchal, ,Andhra Pradl-sit, 
Kamataka and Andaman island. ,Elsewhere: 'China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Sulawesi, Thailand and seversladjacent islands,. 

Conservation ,s,tatus : CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Fur long and dense, dull ,~yish brown on dorsal ,and v,entral 5urface;" wing membraRl­

~onnly brown; tail entirely absent; head and body len,gth 8.4-8;9 (.-m; fon.-arm It-ngth 
5.1 ~ em; occurs in v,alleys between the Himalayan high ranges (2700 m) and foo't hUts; 
habits less known 

Blanford'. Fruit 8.t, Sph..nu. blanfotdl 

Distribution: India: Uttaranchal, OarjeeUng p.a:rt of West bengal, Sik'kinl, Arun",,'h.tl 

Pradesh and Miz'oram. Elsewhere: Bhutan, China, My,anmar and Thailand. 

Conserva,tion status : IWPA : Sch. V, C.AMP : DO (Nationally ,&: Globally). 



52 
H- ong- ong dFruet Ba , Macroglossus sobrinus 

Uniiormly clay brown on dorsal surface, buffy brown on v,entral surface; ears uniformly 
brown with narrowly rounded tips and small antitragallobesj tail absent as in the Blanford's 
Fruit Bat; head and body length 7.8-8.9 cm, forearm length 4.45.2 cm; 'nhabits forests; 
prefers to feed on pollen and nectar; roosts in groups of 5-10 individuals . 

. '. 
,~ 
~ 
~ 
~ o 
16: 

Hill Long-tongued Fruit Bat, "'actogloS$us sobrlnus 

Distribution : In.dia: Darjeeling district of West Benga , Sikkim and North .. east India. 
Elsewhere: Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam and many south .. east Asian 
small islands. 

Conservation s,tatus : CAMP: DD (Nationally '& Globa Iy). 

N·p a 's Tai less F -t Ba , Megaerops niphanae 

Fur soft and fine, uniformly greyish brown on the back, slightly paler across the 
shoulder; ventral surface grey with flanks darker and belly olivaceousi tail ,absent; head 
and body length 8.1-9 em and forearm length 5.2-6.3 cmj Inhabits the forest-ed areas; 
habits less known. 

Distribution: India: West Bengal (Oarjeeling distriet), Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland. Elsewhere : Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation s;tatus : DO. 



Microchiropter,ans are popularly known as insectivorous bats. In fact, majority of 
microchiropterans live exclussively on insects while some are cam.ivorous preying on 
small mammals, birds, lizards, frogs and even fishes. These ba'ts possess only one claw on 
the forelimb. As many ,as 100 speciesmicrochiropterans are distributed in India, ,comprising 
'of the following families. 

This is a small family of insectivorous ba'ts containing ,only one ,genus .Rhi"olJOmll. 
These bats are also popularly known as the Long-tailed bats because these are the only 
microchiropterans whose tails are as long as their head ,and body length. Their ,ears are 
jO'ned across the Eorehead by a connecting membrane and the nose with a pad and a 
rudimentary nose-leaf. These bats are usually found in treeless and arid regions. They 
roost in caves, rocks, clefts, wens, tunnels, 'tombs, palaces and disused houses. Two specil"S 
of mouse-tailed bats OCalr in India. 

Hairs short and fine, grey brown on dorsal surface and paler below; head and body 
len,gth 6-8,.4 em, Eorearm length 5.'9 .. '7.4 em, tail 5 .. 7.7 em; found in arid ,a:nd semi·arid 
regionsiroosts in ,caves, rocks, tunnels, crevices and disused houses; gregarious, colony 
size varying from a few ind'viduals to 2,3 thousands. 

Distribution: India: Rajasthan, Gujarat, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Maharastra~ OrisS44 

Bihar, West Bengal and Unar Pradesh. Elsewhere: Afghanistan, !'ndonesia, Myanmar, 
Pakistan, Thailand, Egypt, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal and Sudan. 

Conservation sta,t,us : CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally), 



j'lf;' ~". :" 
:: j " fl'~l' " , !'c, !\. ~ 

. Animals of India : Mammals 

es e M • • B , hinopoma har w·c ei 

Fur ,grey-brown above, belly grey; smaller than the Greater Mouse---tailed Bat, feet also 
sma er :and more delicate, but tail larger, exceeding forearm length; he,ad and body len,gth 
S.S--6.9 em, forearm length 5.2-6.4 em, tail 5.6":7.8 cm; recorded from aird and semi-arid 
regions; roosts in groups of usually few ind·vidua s. 

Dis,tribu ,tion : India ! Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, 'Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu 
&r. Kashm ·r, Maharastra, K,arnataka, 
I<;erala, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Prades~, 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Bihar, West 
Bengal, Assam, NagaIand and Manipur. 
Elsewhere:Afghanistan,Myanma , 
Pakistan, Thailand, ¥eman, some other 
parts of south-w,estAsia, Kenya and 
N'·geria. 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally), DD (G obally). esser ouse--ta~ ~ed Bat, Rhinopoma hardwiclce; 

a ily B L u 
TOftll ....... 

Bats of this family are popularly ,called Tomb bats as they are &equently found to ~oost . 
in tombs besides rocky crevices, old buildings, cliffs along the sea-shore, crevices in rocky 
deserts, 'trees, ,curled eav,es and hollow logs. They feed primarily on flying insects. 

'These bats are also ,called the Sbeath-t,ai ed Bats implying the nature of their 
charae~eristic tail attachment. Their tails are loosely enclosed in the membrane at the base 
and completely free ,at the tip. 

Six species of Tomb bats occur in India,. 

w· g ~ 

Fur short and soft, reddish brown to black, be y lighter brown; males with gular sac; 
head and body length 7.3-8.6 cm, forearm length 5.5~.2 cm; having wide habitat tolerance 
and found in diverse abitats ranging from arid areas to humid climes; roosts singly lor 
in groups up .to 40. 

Dis,tribuUon : India: From Tamil Nadu in the south, Gujarat ,and Rajasthan in the north 
and west and Tripura and Nagaland in the east. Elsewhere: B,angladesh, Combodia, 
Indonesia, Ma aysla, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



Colour variable, ranging from russet brown ,to almost black on the back, belly usually 
paler, males at about six month age grow a characteris'tic beard with 'Usually jet black 
central part (for which its popular name given); no gular sac present; head and body 
ength 6.7-8,.6 em and fore,arm length 6-6.8 em; favours hilly and forested areas with 
enough water sources at the vionity, like rivers, lakes and ponds; highly greganous, 
co ony size varying from a few individuals to a few thousands. 

Distribution: India: Throughout Ind" a except J,ammu&: Kashmir. £Isewh~"' : Bangladt'Sh, 
China, Indonesia, Malaysia" Myanmar, Phi lipp,i nes" Lesser Sunda Islands, Sri lanka, 
Thailand, Vietnam and many neighbouring islands. 

Conservation st,atus : CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Naked e 

Hairs short, fine and dense, dark brown on dorsa:1 surface, paler bn)w'n un ventral 
surface, hairs not extending on the 'wing-'membrane on dorsal surface, humerus ,and 
forearm quite naked (for whieh its popula:r name given); males with large and femah .. ~ 
with less visible gular pouch; head and body length 9-10..5 em and foreann length 7.1-M 
cm; colony generally of a few individuals. 

Distribution: India : Wide spread in Indian subcontine:nt but prefers arid and semi-arid 
areas. Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, .Pakistan, also West Israel and West 
Africa. 

Conservation status: CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (GlobaUy.). 

eobald's To b a I I, 0 l tlr di 

Co ,our grey ... brown Oil dorsal .surface, uniform grey on ventral surface, no gular sac 
present; head and body-Ien,gth 8,.8-8.9 em, forearm length 1.1-7.6 ,em; its roost located in 
cave in the forests; gre,garious, ,roosts in groups of few hundreds to a thousand. 

Distributio:n : India: Rarely found in 'India, so far n!ported from 'M,adhya Pradesh and 
Kamataka. Elsewhere indonesia, Mayanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO '(Nationally ,&: Globally). 

omb t, ,ap" z " p r tit 

Upper body pale grey brown, ventral surface pale mouse grey, chin always hairy, 
gular sac present in males; head and body length 7.1-8 em and forearm length 5.9--6.3 em; 
favours tropical thorn for'ests; colony size varying from few individua'is to 2-3 thousands. 

Distribution: India! Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. ElstU'h~rt : Iran~ South 
Arabia, Pakistan and, Egypt and ,other parts ,of Africa. 

Conserva.tion status: CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



Pouch-bearing Bat, Saccolaimus saccolaimus 
Hairs usually dark b own or black .on dorsal surface, underparts usually grey brown, 

gular pouch well developed in males and less developed in females; head and body 
length 8-9.3 cm, forearm length 6.3-6.8 cm; some authorities treat this species under the 
genus Taphozous; inhabits jungle areas, rubber plantations and swamp; roosts in few 
individuals .. 

Distribution : India : Gujarat, Maharastra, Karnataka, I<;erala, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, West 
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Andaman ,a~d Nieobar islands. Elsewhere: Bangladesh, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sulawesi, Thailand, New Guinea, Solomon 
islands and Australia. 

Conservation status: CAMP :00 (Nationally & Globally). 

am- y MA DA 
FALSE V ARIDII:)CS 

The true Vampives (Family Phyllostomatidae) which are known to feed on fresh blood 
do not occur in the Old World including India. Instead, the False vampires belonging to 
the family Megadermtidae are found in India. These bats are carruvorous and feed 
princ·pal y on small vertebrates like rodents, sma ler bats, birds, lizards and frogs. These 
bats can be identified externally by the presence of larg,e oval ears joined over forehead, 
distinctly bifid tragus ("nner ear') of each ear and by absence tail. The following two 
species of False v.ampires are found i India. 

Great r Fa se ¥ p. -e, Megaderma lyra 

Fur fine, soft and mod,erately long, upper surfaQe of body uniform mouse grey, faintly 
washed with brown, be y white; noseleaf tall about 1 em, straight sided with simple 

rounded horizontal base; head and body length 7 .. 9 .. 5 em, 
forearm length 5.6-7.1 cm; roosts in cav,es, temples, dilapidated 
buildings, underground tunnels and atties of houses; singly or 
in groups up to several hundreds. 

Gt'leater Fallse Vampilre 
Megaderma lyra 



Distrib,ution : lnd.ia : Throughout India except deserts and high Himalaya. EISt"W',~" : 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri lanka, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP: LRlc (N,ationaUy), DO (Globally). 

Hairs deep grey on upper :surface, paler on the belly; noseleaf short about 0.6 em with 
convex sides and distinctly he.art-shaped base; head and body length 5.,·4-8.1 em, fo:rearm 
length 5.4-6.2 cm; inhabits humid and forested biomes; roosts singly or in groups of ,a few 
individuals in ca'Ves, dilapidated hOuse5,w'e Is and underg.round tunnels. 

Distribution. India: Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala .. Kamalaka, Goa, 
Gujarat, West Bengal, Assam and Andaman & Nicobar is.lands. E.IstWhnr : Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Myanma'r, ·Malaysia., Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam, lA.-sser Sundas 
and many adjacent islands. 

Co.nse.rvation status :: C.AMP : DO (Nationally ,. GlobaUy). 

'This family includes ,single genus Rhi"olopllllS, members of which are characterist-d by 
the presence of a nose eaf with a horse-shoe shaped projection sumlunding th .. - nosmt for 
whic these ,are popularly called the Horse-shoe Bats. While roosting,thl~ bats do not 
close the wings alon,gside the body as most bats do so but wrap them around til ... • budy. 
Horse-shoe bats occur in diversified habitats of forested ,a'nd non·fol'\;asted ·a ...... as at hi~h 
mountains and low altitudes. These bats roost in caves, tunnels, old hOUk'S, (,)Ii.'g\' ,and 
hollow trees. 

In, aU 14 species of Horse-shoe Bat occur in India. Out of these two S~il-S .In.' .. -ndt'mi,," 
to this ,country. 

Hairs long" soft and dense, uniform light greyish or drab hl'll"'n .,bu"l-, lighh.-r tluff~' 
brown below; head and body length 5 .. 6 .. 7.9 em, forearm length 5 ..... .(').2 ,,'nl; found in th .. , 
mountainous region; ,colony size ittle known. 

Distribution: I,ndia .: Jammu & K,8shmir, U ttara'ncha 1., West Bt-ngal., Sikkim, Arun.l,,"h.d 
Pradesh and Nagaland. Elsewhere : China, Iran, Nepal, Pakistan, Japan and also tu "~l~t 

Europe. 

Conservation status: lU'CN : LRnt; CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (GlobaU)' ), 



nee · a e orse-s oe Bat, Rhinolophus affinis 

Colour ranging from buffy brown to distinctive orange, females darker; head and 
body length 4.6-6.8 cm; ~orearm length 5 ... 5.5 cm; inhabits mountains and pains; habits 
little known in India. 

DistribuUon : Uttaranchal, West Bengal (D,arjeeling district), Arunachal Pradesh, 
Megha aya, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu and Andaman & Nicobar islands. Elsewhere : 
Bangladesh, B utan, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Lesser Sunda ,and many adjacent islands. 

Conservation status! C.AMP: LRnt (Nationally), DD (~loba y). 

-0 S orse-s 0 at, Rhinolophus roux"· 

Fur soft and silky; colour ranging from orange to russet brown, buffy brown and grey; 
head and body length 4 .. 2-6,.6 ; forearm length 4 .. 5-5.2 em; a forested species resbicted 
to ,cueas with relatively high rainfall; roosts· groups of few individuals to severnl bWldreds. 

Distribution : India: :. achal Pradesh, 
Uttaranehal, Sikk"m, Aru aeha Pradesh, 
Mizoram, West Bengal, Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, Pondicheri, Tamil Nadu,Kerala, 
Karnataka, Maharastra, Goa and Madhya 
Pradesh" Elsewhere: China, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally), DD <Globally). 

ufo s Horse-shoe Bat, Rhinolophus raux;; 

SS r 0 se-s 0 at, Rhinolophus hippos ·dero 
Colour ranging from pale buffy brown to darker grey brown; tail relatively long; head 

and body length 3.8-4.8 em, forearm length 3.5-4 cm; habits 'ttle known. 

Distribution : India : Repoted from Bumzov cave in Jammu & Kashmir. Elsewhere : 
Afghanistan, Iran, west to Morocco and West Europe. 

Conservation status: (UeN · VU; CAMP: VU (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

eas ors -s oe at, hinolophus pusil us 

Fur very .fine ,and soft, colour ranging from light buffy brown to dark teak brown on 
dorsal surface and paler on ventral surface; head and body length 3-4 em, forearm length 
3.4-3.7 em; habits little known .. 



A 

Distribution: In,dia :: Uttaranchal, West Bengal, 
Sikkim,Arunachal Pr,adesh, Meghalaya, Assam, 

Kerala (Malabar) and Kamataka. Elsewhere: China, 
Indonesia, Lesser Sunda Islands, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Thailand Vietnam and many small adjacent islands. 

Conservation ,s,ta,tus : CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), 
DO (Globally). 

· tIe epales , 0 s sho at I ,," , I: 

Fur cinnamon brown ,above, slightly paler on ventral surface, h~ad and body length 
3.5 .. 3;7 em, forearm length 3.~3.5 em; habits little known. 

Distrib:ution : India: Arunachal Pradesh and Me,ghalaya. EISt~"'t·r(-: Myanmar; Nl-p_,1 
and Vietnam. 

Conseroa,tion status: ruCN : 0 ,0; C,AMP : CR (NationaUy), DO (Globally) , 

81yt 's 0 ' se- I,inol 

Hairs typic,ally grey brown above ,and slight'ly paler bt!IO'w; h~,ad and 'body I~ngth 3 .~ 

5.4 em, forearm length 3.7-4.1 em; prefers forest(.'<i areas. 

Distribution: In,din : Throughout the country and reported hum Mt;aghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, West Beng,al, Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradl~h, "[an,il Nadu, 'Klt'rala, 'Kamala'l.'l, 
Maharastra, Madhy.a Pradesh, Gujara't., Rajasthan, Uttar Pr<ldl-sh <lnJ 1l...·lhi.I]sc-,,·I,Nr : 
Afghanistan, China, Indonesia" Myanmar, Nepal and ThclU,tnd. 

Conservation st,atu.s: CAMP: LRnt (Nationany), DO (GI(lbaUy). 

Wolly Ho se s' oe Ba , RI,i"ol pi,,, II 

Fur dark, long and of woolly texture, usuaUy black \\'ith paler tillS; hl'.,d ,In\1 l""kl~' 

length 8.5~9cm, forearm len,gth '7-8 em; inhabits forests and mount'linuus ,1n.',lS; h"l'it~ 

little known. 

Distribution: India: Widely distnbuted and reported fnlm Uttarcln\.'hat W\~I n •. -",.;"I 
(Darj:eeling district), Sikkim, Assam, M,eghalaya, Nagaland, Bihar, ()ris., .... l, Andhr., Pr,ldl~h, 
Tamil Nadu Ker,ala, I<amataka and Madhya Pradesh. EI$~(·"t·n· : China, ndonl'Sia,M'll,'~"Si.'. 

Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : CAMP : NE,. 



hino,lophus macrotis 
Fur soft with a woolly texture, buffy b.,own on dorsal surface and slightly paler on 

ventral surfac,e; head and body length 3.9-4.8 cm, forearm length 3.'9-4.6 cm; roosting sites 
'reported to be in caves and mines; habits little known. 

Distribution ,: India: Uttaranchal, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. Elsewhere: China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conser-vation st,atU$ : CAMP: NE. 

Pea SO'S Horse-s ,oe Bat, hinolophus pearsonii 
Fur long, soft a d woolly in texture, chestnut brown in colour; head and body ength 

5.1 6.4 em, forearm length 5-5.4 em; inhabiting mountaneous areas; habits little ,known. 

Distribution: India: Uttaranchal,West Bengal (Darj'e,eling district), Sikkim,Mizoram 
,and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Malaysia, Myan ar, N,epal, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Trefoil orse-shoe Bat, Rhinolophus trifoliatus 
Fur long, soft and woolly as in the Pearson's Horse-shoe Bat, but buffy brown above 

and be OW; head and body length 6.2-6.5 em, forearm l~n.gth 5-5.3 ,em; inhabiting evergreen 
forests; habits not known. 

Distribution: India: 'West Bengal (Darjeeling) and Assam,. Elsewhere .: Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanm,ar, Thailand and some adja'cent small islands. 

Conservation station: DD (Nationally & 'Glob a Iy). 

D,obson's Ho se-s oe at, Rhinolophus yunanensis 
SImilar to the Pearson' s Horse~shoe Bat in appearance ,and structure of noseleaf, but 

larger in size, head and body length 6-6.8 em, forearm length, 5..4-5.9 em,. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram,. Elsewhere: China, Myanmar and 
Thailand. 

Conservation status: IU'CN : LRnt; CAMP :DD (Nationally & Globally). 

Following two species of Horse-shoe Bats are endeinic to thiS country. 

M· -red orse-shoe at, -hinolophus mitratus 
o Fur brown dorsally and light brown v1entrally, terminal noseleaftriangular and acutely 

pointed; head and body length not recorded, ,average forearm length 5.7 em; endemic to 
India, habits not known. 

Distribution: India: Known from one speciemen ~ecorded from Chaibassa in Bihar. 

Conservati,on status: IU'CN : DO; 'CAMP: VUe 



C'olour of fur not recorded; sella (of noseleafl hom, .. Uke and slightly curved forward; 
forearm length 3.7-4 em; endemic to India, habits not known. 

Distribution ! India : C,onfined to Andaman islands. 

Conseroation status: IUCN : VU; CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally). 

The Leaf-nosed Bats are closely allied ,to the Horse-shoe Bats but their nOSl"-,leafs an.· 
in d' fferent form" so'metimes with smaller ,accessory leaf-lets ,and with an eR.'Ct transverse 
leaf. These bats roost in old houses, caves" tun,nels, open hills, cave,ms, temples and, 
disused and dilapidated buildi'ngs. Leaf .. nosed bats are represent,ed by two genera 
Hipposideros and Coelops within Indian limit. 

Following 13 species of HippCtsideros occur in India, out of which 3 are end~mic to 
india. 

ky L 
Fur variable in colour from dull yellow, golden ora'nge, pale grey to dark brown on 

dorsa side, ventral side usually paler, wings unifo'rmly dark brown or black; head and 
body ength 3 8-4.8 em; forearm length ,3.4-3,.8 em; found in deep wells, dark hoUows In 
walls, ,cave and a~aRdonedmillitary establishment; roosts in groups of few individuals. 

Distribution: India: Maharastra, Kamataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh, Megha aya and Nicobar islands. £,lsewhert: Indonesia, M,alaysia, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, Vietnam, New Guinea, North west Austr,alia and many other small islands. 

ConstrVation status : CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

as ,af. 

Closely resembles the Dusky Leaf-nosed Bat; fur individually variable in colour fro.m 
dull mid-brown to orange on dorsal surface, ventral surface uniformly 'pale, almost white 
ins'ome cases; ead and body length 3.3-4.2 em, forearm length 3.3·3.6 em; in (l"r 

Himalayan foot hills and North-eastern hills. 

Distribution: India: Haryana, Uttaranchat West 'Bengal (Darjeeling d.istrict), Arunachal 
Pr,adesh, Assam, Mizo'r,a'm and Meghalaya. Ebewhtrt : Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar~ 
Nepal, Pakistan., probab y Philippines, Thai ,and and vietnam. 

Conserva,tion st,atus · C.AMP : DO (Nationally & Globally). 



r t a ya o ed Bat, Hipposideros armiger 

Large Hipposiderid, ear large, nose-~eaf with four supplementary leaflets, of whieh 
outer leaf distinctly sma I er, fur soft, long, dark brown on back and uniform grey brown 
on ventral surface; head ,and body length 8.2-10.5 em and fore,ann length 8.5-9.5 em. 

Distribution: India :Uttaranchal.. West Bengal (D,arjeeling district), Sikkim, Assam, 
Manipur and Meghalaya in the Himalaya and North eas'tem hills Elsewhere: China, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Vietnam and adjacent small islands,. 

Conservation status ,: CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

L af os d t, Hipposideros fulvus 

Colour of fur va'rying from dull yellow, pale grey, du I brown to golden orange, large 
ears; head and body length 4 5 em, forearm length 3.8 4.4cmi 

o 

Distribution: India: Throughout India including 
Nicobar islands ex,cept for Jammu & Kashm'r and 
North-east India. Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bang adesh, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam .. 

,Conservation s.ta.tus : C.AMP LRnt (Nationally), DD 
(Globally). 

-ulvous Leaf-nosed Bat, 
Hipposide"os fulvus 

Fur dark brown, nose-leaf simpl,e, head and body length 4.5-5.9 em, forearm length 
4.5-5.1 cm; 

Dis,tri.bu,tion: India : Gujarat, Maharastra, Kama taka, Madhya Prades l and Bihar. 
Elsewhere: Indonesia, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Thailand and some small adjacent islands. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally). 

o 
Colour of fur ranging from pale cream to fulvous brown, orange or even bright red; 

head and body length 8.7-10.6 em,forearm length 7.5-9.9 cmj favours forests and foot 
hills 

Distribution: India: Rajasthan, 'Maharastra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, West Beng,al, Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram and Megh.alaya. 
Elsewhere : Sri Lanka. 

Conservation status .: CAMP: VU (Nationally), DD (Globally), 



AILo" · "'~L6 

~e bat having tricoloured hair on the back with dark brown, grey ,and brown,; belly 
slightly paler; head ,and body len,gth not recorded, forearm len,gth .5.8~.4 em. 

Distribution : India: Known so far from Trinket island (Nicobar group) in a cav~ on the 
sea-shore. Elsewhere: ,North Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, 
Vietnam and many other small islands. 

Conservation status : CAMP ! NE. 

e f-

Hairs on dorsal surface mid .. to dark-brown, ventral surface paler; head and body 
ength 3.6-5.2 em., forearm length 3.94.3 em. 

Distribution : India ': Kamataka., Kera a, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradt.ash, 
W t Ben' al (0 · lin) Sikki A a hal P d h A . N' l ' d .. ~ I ' d es . _ g . aJ')ee g, __ ._ .m, . run e ra es, ssam, aga an , l¥Iega aya an 
Nioobar islands (Kamorta island). Elsewhere: Bangladesh, China., Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation s,lat,us : CAMP : DO (Nationa Iy & Globally). 

o s r 

Dorsal surface uniform brown, ears relatively large, head and body It-ngth 1."7.8 em, 
forearm length 6.1-6 .. 4 em; reported to be plentiful in diurnal :roosts (Bates ,and l-tarrison. 
199'7). 

Distribut.ion: In4", : Assam and Meghalaya. £,lsewhen : Bangladeshf China, Indonesia. 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietna'm and many adjacent small islands. 

ConserCJation status : CAMP : DO (Nationally & Globally). 

'Hairs variable in colour from grey to yellowish brown or brig t orange brown. pal~t 
on ventral surface and between the shoulders on the upper back; head and body length 
4.6-6.2 em and forearm ength 4.5 ... 5.4 em; found in variety of biotopes from dry nat region 
to forested hills; roosts in groups of a few individuals to several hundreds. 

Conservation status : l.n,dia : Kamataka, Kerala, la'mil Nadu, Andhr,a Pradlash. ,Orissa 
and Uttaranchal. Elsewhere: Sri Lanka. 

,Conservatio,n statu,s : LRnt (Nationa Iy), DO (Globally), 

The following 3 species of Leaf-nosed Bats are endemic to India. 



Kola eaf·' osed Bat, Hipposideros hypophyllus 

o Smaller bat with greyish brown to rufous brown dorsal surface, fulvous white ventral 
surface, large ear and one pair of supplementary leaflets; head and body length 4.24.7 
cm" forearm length 3.7-4 em; endemic to· India. 

W C Distribution: India : Col ected ,from Mysore in Kamataka and found to roost in narrow 
subtenanean caves in granite rocks. 

Conservation status: IUCN: VU; ,CAMP: NE. 

Khajuria's Leaf-nosed Bat, Hipposideros durgadasi 

o Fur ranging from brown to reddish brown in colour on dOISal surface, whitish on 

o 

C 
Z 

ventral surface; forearm length 3.6-3.7 em; endemic to India; found in an artificial cave in 
hillocks ,at about 200 m altitude and in small caves under huge grarute boulders. 

Distribution : India : Record from a village of J,abalpur' l Madhya Pradesh. 

IConseroat,ion sta,tus : IUCN:VU; CAMP: NE. 

eaf- osed Ba, ipposideros schistaceus 

Colour pa e brown; ear arge, acu ely pointed with posteriormcu;gin slightly concave 
behind the tip; supplementary leaflet rudimentory; forearm length 7.3 ... 8.3 em; endemic to 
India .. 

Distribution : India : Confined to Kamataka. 

Conservation status : IUeN : DO; CAMP : DO (Nationally). 

The Leaf~nosed Bat belonging to the genus Coelops is represented by a single species 
as foHows: 

a'· -less eafnosed Ba , Coelops fnthi 
Small Hipposiderid bat with he,ad and body length 3.8-5 em, forearm length 3.'7-4.2 

em; fur soft and very long" dull or darkar chestnut bro:wn; tail rudimentary, ears broad 
with rounded tips and convex sides; inhabiting forests and roosts in hollow trees and 
caves. 

Distribution: India : Reported so far from Oarjeeling district in 'West 'Bengal and 
Cherrapunji in Meghalaya. Elsewhere : China, Indonesia, MalaYSia, Myanmar, Thailand 
and 'Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP : DO (Nationally « Globally).. 



This is the largest family of Cbiroptera comprised of about 44 genera and 350 spt.'Cit.~ 
(Corbet & Hill, 1992). In ndia it is represented by 17 gener,a and 58 species. Most 
Vespertilionids are cave dwellers. But they also take shelter in tunnels, old wells, rock 
crevices and under rocks, buildings, tree hollows" foliage of trees and busht."'S, holluw 
joints of bamboos, tall ~asses, culverts, etc. Ne,arly all members of the family are primarily 
·nsectivorus. Some bats of the genus Myotrs are suspected of fish·eating habits. 
Vespertilionids generally capture insects in flight often using well developt.-d tail ml-mbrant' 
as a pouch in which they manupulate large prey. 

This family comprises of 6 subfamilies, of which 4 subfamilit.'S, {,iz., Vt.-spertihoninae, 
Miniopterinae, Kerivoulinae and Muriniae ,are ~presentt'(j in ndla, 

Genus 13 
Species 45 

Endem.i:c species 2 

As in the globe so also in India this subfamily includes most gent-ra of bats. <.lut of 17 
genera of 'Vespertilion'ds found in India 13 belong to this subfamily. Aml,ngst th(as..·, tht.' 
,genus Pipistrellus shar,es maximum number of spl~i~ (14) followt.-d by ch .. , K .. -nus 
Myot,is '(12). 

Pipistrellus are very small Vespertilionid bats. Usually tht.'St' are dmung th,," first bats hJ 

,appear in the evening. 'There is a considerable variation o.f habitats for thl'St- bats, Sum .. -
may forage in ope,n area and roost in houses, some forage in moun'laint.'ousfor\*Sls .1nd 
never roost in houses and some other ,associate withfon.-sts clnd Rlusl ln hollo,,' tn ... 'S. 

buildings and rock crevices. Following species of Pi,',i:'ln·UII~ a'l"(t tllund in Indi.l. 

C OC ae 1 I 

. . 
a . '" 

Colour dark brown" head and body length 4.3 .. 5.1 em, fon-ann It.-ngth :l,S-1.1 \·nl . 

Distribution : India: Uttaranchal, Maharastra, Ker,a a and Tand Naldu. 1:1~·'iC·J,,·,,· : 
Bangladesh,. China, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri lankal. 

Conservation st,atus: CAMP : DO (Na'tionally & Globally), 

I Pipi t~ Ilu jav .. n, Il ' · 

Colour chestnut brown, head and body len,gth 4 .. 5.5 em, fOr\-,arnl It'n~.h ~ ... t(l ,:Ill , 

Distribution: India: Andaman and Nicobar islands, E/snl,/rt't· : (~hin.l# KUn.-.l III Stluth· 
east Asia to Lesser Sunda sands, Phi ippines, Japan and I{us~ia; J~rh,'p~ Austr.,h •• , 

Conservation status: CAMP: NE. 



b ' ·pistn llus babu 
Dorsal colour sepia brown or olive brow , ve I tra colour slightly paler; forearm lengt 

3.4 em 0 average. 

Distribu,tion : India: Hi achal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Sikkim, Assam, West Bengal, 
adhya P ades and Maharastra Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, 

Myanmar .. Nepal and Pakistan. 

Conservation status: CAMP : NE. 

e , ipis rellus peguensis 
D r al c' 1 ur br wn throughout, ventral col ur dirty w . tei fur dense and long; fOlie arm 

I ngth 3.3 em. 

Distribution: India: R _ ort _d only from West Bengal (Darjeeling district). Elsewhere: 
Myanmar. 

Conservation status : CAMP: E. 

ipi trel ca omae 
Co ur un' 0 dark br wn n do al urface and paler chestnut brown on ve tral 

, urfaee; head and body length 4.7-5.2 em, forearm length 3.2-3.6 em; report'ed only from 
th forest d gion. 

Distribution: India: Darjeeling di triet of West Bengal. Elsewhere ': Myanmar ,and Thailand. 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP: DD (Nationa & G obally) 

a , P ·pl trel 5 cey onicus 
D al c lour ra g' g om grey rown to chestnut, veddish or golden brown; head 

and body 11 ngth 4.5-6.4 em, for _ arm lengt 3.3-4.2 c ; roosts s' gly 0 . in groups up to 
ab ut 200. 

Distribution: ndia: aja t a ', Guja at, Maharastra .. Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tam;' 
Nadu, ndhra Prad s .. Orissa, Madhya radesh, Bihar, West Benga_ and Uttar Pradesh. 
Elsewhere : 'China, nd n yan .a 1 aki tan, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Conservation , ,tQ,tu :: e ( afo a y), DO (Globally). 

ack gi de i istre us ci cumd u 
Fur black w 't an almost orang sheen to th h ad and baek; ear brown/b aek; head 

and b dy I ngth 9.5 em, for arm I, ngth 4.14.3 em. 

Di tribution: India: M'eghalaya amd Miz ,cam,. Elsewhere: China, Indo e' ~a, alay ia, 
yanmar and Thailand. 

Conser-vation tatu : eM: NE. 



Fur brown on dorsal surface" ears and membrane mid- to dark-brown; head and body 
length 3.4-4.9 CIn, forearm lengt' 2.5-3.4 em; colony size varying from 8 to 25. 

Dis"tribution : India: Almost throughout the country including Nic-obar islands. r'St'U,hl!rr 
. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China# Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Conservatwn st,atus :CAMP: LRnt (Nationally)', DO (Globally). 

Fur ~y-brown on ventral surface, ears and naked areas of face pale--bro'w,n.; head and 
body length 3.9-5.5 em, fore,ann ength 3.2 .. ,3.6 em; colony si7..e with 2 .. 24 individuals. Som .. ' 
workers treat this species as Scotozous dormni. 

Distribution: India : Wide y distributed in ndian mainland. [I~"rn(' : Pakistan, pc&'ihly 
China. 

Conservat,;o,n status: CAMP ' LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Fur buffy brown on head and ba,ck; ears pallid and translul"Cnt,a dishn,,". whih.' bunJl-r 
between foot and fifth digit of each w,ing; head and body Icng,th:l.5-4.Q ~m, 'on-.lml 
length 3 .. 3-,3.6 em. 

Distribution: ",din : West Bengal, AS5.1m and 
Meghalaya. Elsew/~ere . South Europe thn,ugh the 
caucasus to Kazakhst,an ,and Pakistan, South-'west 
Asia, most of Africa, Canaly island (Spain). 

Conseroation s.tatlls : CAMP: DO (Nationally" 
Globally),. 

y y , 
'The smallest pipistrelle within the Indian subcontinent " ,jth ht:t<l"t ilnd l'tl\t~t I .. ,. ~'h .l ,'\· 

4,.5 em, forearm length 2.5 .. 3 em; fu.r brown, ears and membrane dark ,lnd lu,~\,i; \,(ll,)n~' 

size with 2-20 individuals. Some workers treat this species ,1S Pi,',;~trd/u.:, ''';'''U/~ " 

Distribu,tion : India : Almost throughout the country. f/s,-I"'.,-r,' : Atsh,'ni~"u\. Uhut.u\ , 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : CAMP : NE. 



Mount ' opa p. pist elle, Pipistrellus paterculus 
Body chocolate brown, wings dark brown, head and body length 4.2-4.8 em, forearm 

length 3 ... 3.1 em. 

Distribution: India' Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Bihar and Jammu & Kashmir. Elsewhere 
: China, Myanmar and Thailand. 

Conserva,tion s,ta,tus : IUCN : LRnt; CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

CO' 0 Pip· st e Ie, Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
Fur buffy to c estnut brown on head and ba,ck; head and body length 4-4,.8 em, .forearm 

length 3-3.1 em; ,colony size with 100-200 individuals. 

Distribution : India : Jammu & Kashmir and Assam. Elsewhere : British Is es, South 
Sc,andinavia, West Europe to the Valga ,and Caucasus, Morocco" Asia Minor and Isreal to 
Kazakhistan, China, probably Korea, Japan and Thaiwan. 

'Conservation status: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Savi's Piptstrelle, ipistrellus savii 
Fur silky in texture and dark bown on upper surface; head and body length 4.7-6 ,em, 

fore,arm length 3.2-3.8 em. 

Distribution : India : Reported so far from Cherrapunji in Meghalaya. 

Conseroation status : CAMP : DO (Nationally & Globally). 

The ge us Myotis '. s the most widely distributed group of bats throug out the globe 
and absent only' arctic, subarctic and antarctic regions. In India it is represented by t e 
following 12 species. 

a· ry faced at, Myotis annectans 
Also popularlyealled the Intermediate Bat; hairs mid- to dark brown .on dorsal swface, 

face covered w' th hairs, head a d body length 4.54.8 em, fOl'earm length 4.54.6 em. 

Dis,trib,ution : India: 'West Bengal, Assam and Nagaland . .Elsewhere : Thailand. 

Conseroa,tion status: IUCN : LRnt; 'CAMP: DD (Nationally & Globally). 

Lesse Mouse-ea ,ed at, Myotis blythii 
A large species of the genus Myotis, head and body length 6.5-8 em, .forearm ength 

5.5-5.8 em; fur woo ly in texture, dorsal surface buffy brown, ears tall, roosts in caves and 
build·ng; colony size with few individuals to several thousands. 

Dist.,ibution : India : Known so far from Jammu & Kasbm' r,Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttaranchal and Rajasthan. Elsewhere : Afgbanistan, North Africa, China and West Europe. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally).. 
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es at, Myotis montivagus 

Body dark brown; face densely covered with hairs; head ,and body length 5.6 .. 6.2 em, 
forearm length 4.4-4.6 ,cm. 

Dis,rribution : India : Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Kamataka and Mizoram. Elsewhere : 
China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar a d Tha·land. 

'Conservation status : IU'CN : LRnt; ,CAMP : NE. 

epa ese W ·s e e a , Myotis muricola 

The colour of the bat darker, upper lip with a hairy fringe; head and body length 4.1 
4.7 cm" forearm length 3.1 ~3 ,.7 ,cm. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Sikkim, Bihar, 
West Ben,gal and Megha aya. ElseuJhere : Afghanistan, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Thailand, Vietnam and many other adjacent islands. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (Nationally '& 'Globally). 

red Ba f Myotis mystacinus 
The colour of the bat russet brown on dorsal surface, upper lip with a hairy fringe as 

in t_ e Nepalese Whiskered Bat; head and body ength 3.8-4.7 em, forearm length 3.4-3,.6 
cm; roosts singly or in groups usually up to 8. 

Dis,tri,bution : India : Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Sikkim and 
Assam. Elsewhere : China, Nepal, Pakistan, Vietnam; also in t e Palaer-ctic .,egion from 
western Europe ,and northern Afric.a to Korea and Jap.an. 

Conservation st,atus : 00 (Nationally '& Globally). 

o se a e at, Myotis sicarius 
Fur deep chocolate brown 00 dorsal surface, gingered coloured on ventr,al surfae,e; 

head and body length 5 .. 5.6 cm, forearm length 4.8 .. 5.4 em. 

Distribution : India : West Bengal (Darjeeling district) and Sikkim. Elsewher.e : Nepal. 

Conservation .status ': IUCN : VU; CAMP :VU (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

S· · go· at, Myotis siligorensis 
AlsoO known as the Himalayan Whiskered Bat and the Terai Bat; hairs dark brown ,on 

dorsal surface, fringe of fine hairs on upper lip; forearm length 3-3.1 cm; roosts in small 
groups. 

Distribution : India Uttaranchal, West Bengal (Darjeeling district), Sikkim and 
Me,ghalaya. Elsewhere: China Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand ,and Vietnam. 



o 

Conservation status: DO (Nationally & Globally). 

Four species of the genus Eptesicus are found in India 

d t, 
Fur dark brown above, paler below, head short, muzzle very short and broad, ears 

triangular with rounded tips; head and body length 5.5-5.6 cm, forearm length 3.8.-4 em; 
habits not known. 

Distribution: India: Reported only from Khasi hills in Meghalaya and Mizoram. EISt"U'/k-n­
: Possibly Bangladesh, China, Myanmar and Thailand. 

Conservation status : IUCN : LRnt; CAMP : DO (Nationally) 

. p leu 
Fur silky, dark brown on dorsal surface, throat and belly paler, glandular s"Oellings (,f 

muzzle black and ne,arly naked, ears dark" moderately long with about six trans'-erse 
ridges, tail long; head and body length 8 em, and forearm length 5.4-5.5 cm;remalns 
solitary or in small number. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Rajasthan, 
Assam and Nagaland. Elsewhere: Afghanistan, China, Pakistan, Thailand; also from \AJ~t 
Europe to Korea and in Africa. 

Conservation status : CAMP : DO (Nationally & Globally). 

pt 
Fur pale straw grey on dorsal surface, straw white on \"entral surface \I\·ith hair nl4.,ts 

,almost black; forearm length 4.1 em. Some authority treat it as £ . gol';c-,',r~;!' . 

Distribution: India: Reported only from Jammu & Kashmir. EI$c~l'lrtn· : \\'est and East 
Europe to East Siberia and North-west China; north beyond Arctic circll~ in Sc,lndinavic1. 
south to Bulgaria, Iraq, Iran, Nepal and Japan. 

Conservation status : CAMP : DO (Nationally) 

So b pt . , 
Hairs long, dense, intensively blaek throughout, ears oval "'ith rounded hr: ht'ad clnd 

body length 4.8 em, forearm length 4.3 em; endemic to India. 

Distribution .: India :: Darjeeling district in West Bengal. 

Z Conservation status: IUCN : DO; CAMP: DO (Nationally), 

Genus Scotophilus is externally comparable to EI'ft·S;C:u~, It is rep~s~nh . ..J b~' h"ll s~""'~'\'~ 
in India. Both the species are widespread in this country, as (ulh.n\·s. 



ouse a , Seo op i us hea 
. 
t 

Head and back olive grey-brown; throat, chest and belly pale yellow buff; head and 
body length 6.7-9.3 em, fore,arm length 5.5-6.5 em; remains solitary or roosts in groups up 
to 50. 

Distribution : India : Almost throughout indIa except in Jammu & Kashmir. Elsewhere 
: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, C ina,My.anmar, Nep.al, Pa ·stan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

Conservation status: LRle (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

t, Scotophi us kuh ii 

Fur chestnut brown above and paler below without the characteristic yellowish tinge 
of S. hea,t.hii head and body length 6-7,.8 em,fore,arm length 4.4-5.6 cm; colony size varying 
from few individuals to hundred. 

Dis,tribution : India ': 'Throughout the country including N· cobar islands. Elser.vhere : 
Afghanistan, Pakistan to China, south to Sri Lanka and Malaysia, south~ast to Philippines 
and Indonesia. 

Conseroation status: LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Both the genera P'lecotus and Scotomanes are alsoreprese ted in India with two species. 

Brown Long-ea edBa, -lecotus auritus 

Fur buffy-brown on dorsal surface, paler grey-buff on ventral surface, ear elongat~d, 
oval with ant'erior and posterior ears evenly convex and tip bluntly rounded off; small 
bat, head and body length 4-4.5 cm, forearm length 3.6 4 em" 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, UttaranchaI,West Bengal 
(DaIjeeling district), Me,ghalaya and Sikkim. Elsewher:e : China, Ireland, Japan, Nepal, 
Norway, Pakistan and Spain to Sakhalis Island (Russia). 

Conservation status ': ,CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally). 

G Y Lo g-eared t, Plecot 5 austriacus 
Similar to the Brown Long~ared Bat in morphology but fur pale on dorsal sur.face 

with hair tips ere,amy buff; head and body length 4.7-5.3 cm, .forearm length 4.1 .. 4.5 em; 
'nhabits forests and mountains. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir. Elsewher:e : China; also through much of the 
southern palaearctic from south-west Europe to Mongolia and Pakistan. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally). 



-

Or.ange to orange-brown in ,colour with a mixture of paler hairs~ belly with 4:tmbtturt! 
of dark brown and ereamywhite hairs, muzzle withwhisk'ers, earsl,arg'e! bro\\'n ,.lnd 
naked on both surfaces; head ,and body 'length 6.4-8.5 ,em, forearm 'length 5.6-6.1 em. 

Distribution : .India : West Bengal (Oarj,eelin,g districU, Sikkim, Arunachal Pr,a ,dt.~h, 

NagalandlMa'nipur ,and Meghalaya. Elswher:e:China, Myanmar:, ThaiJ.and, Vil·'tnam and 
probably Bangladesh. 

'Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP : DO (Nationally & Globally). 

a' ge-e 
Hairs tri-coloured" dark ferrugineous brown at basc!light yt.~Uo\J\fish bru\4\'n at tip ,and 

buff in between; ears large with broadly rounded tips; forc,arm It.'n~th 55 em; ,('nd('nlk l(l 
India. 

Distribution: India: Known only by (t type spl"Ciml·n, fur whil'h IUl\tlity '\\· •• ~~h'l'n .,~ 
India; exact locality and state not r'e,corded. 

Conservation status: IUCN: DD; ,CAMP : NE. 

c ..... _·- , III 
Robust bat with glossy cinnamon or dilrk bnn\'n fUT, \:·a~ Sh(lrt. tr.,,~u~ \· lub· ~t\.'P\'1. 

wings lon,g, narrow, leathery and 0pa(lut; h(J,ad ,and bo\1y Il-n~th hJ'~-H l'nl , ."'n-.lnn I\·n~.h 
5-5.7 em; inhabits caves, human habitations ,lnd In'l' hlJUU\*,'s in thll I hillcll,ly.l up tu .,l"tlut 
2000 m. 

Distributioll : Il1dia : Jammu '& Kashmir, liinlacha.l rr.ld~sh " 'UU.lr,lnch.d/ \Vl~. 1~·n~.,1 
(Darjeeling district), Sikkim and Nagaland. E/~(,('llc'rt' : ("hin,l, Ir,ul, 'M~· ~ln'n,lr. ~t\u.llUulh· 

Malaysia" Nepal, P.a'kistan, Singapore, Thailand, Vi~-tn(ull; .liSt) '\,t'l-stltrn EU"'Jlt, ttl 1.,1'."\ ' 

COl1serva.tion status: CAMP : DD (Na'tionaUy & Gloll"ny). 

M oc .y I" 
Fur uniform brown; head and body length '7 cn'! f,,,lI'C,,lrnl I,\n~th 4.2-4 . .1 \"1\ . 

Distribution: India: Inhabits Western Himalaya in Hinl,\~h4t1 Pr" l"i\:~h .1n~t lIU.tr.ln" h.at 
Elsewhere: Afghanistan, Nepal and Pakist,an. 

Conservation status: IU'CN : LRnt; CAMP : :00 (Natiol\.(llly & (~h)b.,ny). 

L sser Noc ,Nyctalu I isl rl 

Fur pale to dark brown on dors,al surf.ace., ventral surfac(' buffy bro\'n,; h,,\,lr~ dbtilh:tlv 
bieoloured, bases of hairs being darker than tips; head and body :Icn~th 0.2-7.2 ,,-Ill, tOI'\\lrn\ 

length 4.2-4.5 em. 



Distri,bution : India: Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. Elsewher:e : Pakistan, 
West to Russia, West Europe, North Africa, Madeira and Canary sland. 

Conservation status ': IUCN : LRnt; CAMP : DO (Nationally « Globally). 

The following six species of Vespertilionina1e be onging to six genera occur in India. 

Eastern Barbastelle, Bar,bastella l,eucomelas 

Head and back back, ventral surface blackish brown, ears also blackish brown, squared 
and joined at forehead, tragus triangular and large; head and body length 4.7-5.1 ,em, 
foreann ength 3.8-4.2 em; geneta yroosts s' gly. 

Distri,bu,tion :. India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar,anchal, Rajasthan, 
West Bengal (Darjeeling district), Sikkim,Assam, Me,ghalaya and Mizoram. Elsewhere : 
Afghanistan, China, Indo esia, Iran, Japan, Nepal, P~kistan, Egypt and Isreal. 

Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally). 

-ickell's Bat, Hesperoptenus tickelli 
Fur light greyish-yenow to bright golden brown .on dorsal swface, I • ghter and greyer 

on ventral surface; muzz 'e broad and blunt; ears yellowish-brown, moderately large, 
tragus crescent shaped,; head and body length 6.1-7.9 em, forearm length 5-6 em; roosts 
singly or' small parties~ 

Distribut.ion : India : Guj,arat, Rajasthan, Maharastra, Goa, Kamataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Andaman islands. 
Elsewhere : Bangladesh, possibly 'China, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Conservation status: CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally) . 

G eat ve 
. 

g a, a to 
Externally resembles a large Serotine; fur uniform grey brown above and matt grey 

brown on ventral surface, ears broad with tip rounded off; forearm length 77.7 em. 

Distribution ~ India :: Reported so far from Meghalaya (Mausmai cave near Cherrapunjii) 
only. Elsewhere : China, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP: En (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

e 's 0 g-e ed Ba -, Otonycteris he p ·ch·i 

Fur pale on dorsal surface and considerably pale grey 0< ventral surface; ears large, 
pale yel owish brown; head and body length 6 7.6 em, forearm length 6,.46.5 cm; usual y 
solitary; but,a ,cluster .of 18 fem,ales reported. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. Elsewhere: Afghanistan, 
Ir,an, Pakistan, also west to Turkey, Isreal, Algeria and Nigeria. 

Conservation status : CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (GI.obally). 



Fur' pale brown on dorsal surfac-e, tinged with fawn ,and paler greyish b:n)wn on 
ventral surface, ,ears moderate in size w i,th rounded tips; forearm I,en,gth around 3.8 em. 

Distribution ': ind,ia : Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal (fnl:m 
Kolkata) . .Elsewhere: Pakistan,. 

Conservation st,atus : CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Also known as the 'Club-footed B,at ,and the Flat ... headed Bat; fur go'iden brown on head 
and upper back, throat golden brown, belly slightly dar,ker; head and body length 3.4-4.6 
CUl, fore,arm length 2.6-,2.9 em; colony with 10-,20 individuals 

Distrib,ution : India ! Kamataka" Kerala, West Bengal (Darjeeling district), Sikkim, Tripura, 
Manipur, Mizor,am, Meghalaya and Andaman islands. EIsc.'U,I't'nt: 'Ba:ngladt'Sh, China, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conseroat,io,n ,stat,us : CAMP : LRnt (NationaUy), :00 (Globally). 

Genus 1 
Species 3 

In India this subfamily is represented by si'ngle genus Kerittcl.d,l. The members uf thb 
genus are popularly known as the Painted Bats and ,the Woolly Bats ~'h'i('h are 4,"h.tA."I..-rist.'\J 
by long, woolly hair, delic,at,e form and, large and somewhat poin'too ears. Thl' followin~ 
species of Ker;vou,la occur in India. 

Fur bri,ght orange to tawny red on dorsal surface and 'buff 4,"olnur un Vt-ntr,ll surf,.,(,\· 
with ,a distinct ,orange hue on flanks; wings bright, muzzle ha:iry, nostril nakt-d ,;l·3~ la~l· 

and bluntly pointed; head and body leng,th 4 .. 5-4.8 em, forearm It-ngth 3.1 .. :\.7 \-n" 



Distribution: India: Rajasthan, Maharastra, Goa, Kamataka, KeraIa, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Orissa, West Bengal, Bihar, Sikkim and Assam,. Elsewhere . Bangladesh, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservat:ion status: CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (IGlobally). 

a dwick IS Forest B I erivoula hardwickei 

Fur mid- to dark brown 0 dorsa surface, greyer on v1entral surface; ears longer, tip 
rounded; head and body length 3.9-5.5 ,cm, forearm length 3.1-3.6 cm. 

Distribution : India: Jammu & Kashmir,Kamataka, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, West 
Beng,al, Assam, M1eghalaya, Nagaland and Mizoram. Elsewhere : 8a'ngladesh, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and 
other adjacent small islands. 

Conservation. s~atus : CAMP :: DO (Nationally & Global y). 

Papi at, Kerivoula papillosa 

Dorsal fur glossy brown, ventral surface grey brown, head whitish buff; head and 
body length 5.3-5.5 em, forearm length 4-4 .. 2 ,em. 

Distribution: India: Reported only from West Bengal (Kolkata). Elsewhere! Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: CAMP DD (Nationa Iy & Globally). 

N Genus 2 
Species 7 

Endemic species 1 

Indian bats belonging to this subfamily comprise of two genera Murina and 
Ha.rpiocephalus. 

M,embers of the genus Murina are known as Tube- osed Bats, 6 species of which occur 
in India. 

t B I Mu In ~ euco t r 
Fur ferruginous red on dorsal surface a d very pale on ventral surface; nostrils tubular 

and protuberant; head and body length 4.7 em, forearm length 4 em,. 

Distribution: Reported so far from West Bengal (Darjeeling). Elsewhere: China, Japan, 
Korea, Laos, Myanmar, Pakistan, Thailand, Russia ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: 'CAMP :00 (Nationally & Globally). 



Hairs golden brown on dorsal surface and hairs on ventral surface with dark rtKJts and 
pale grey tips,; nostrils tubular, protuberant ,and openin,g outwards; he,ad and body len,gth 
4 . .5 ,em and for-earm length 2.7 .. 2.9 em. 

Distribution ! Ind,ia :: Sikkim and Meghalaya. f/sew'.cre : Nepal to South·'wes,t China, 
Myanmar ,and Thailand. 

Co,nseroaUon s,tatus ': IUCN : LRnt; CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally),. 

ou d , 
Murina cyclo i 

Dorsal hairs orange with pale grey hair roots, 
ventral hairs pale, head ,and body ien,gth 3.,8-5 em, 
forearm length 2,.9-3.4 em. 

Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pr,adesh, 
West Bengal, Sikkim, Mizora'm ,and M,eghalay,a. 
Elsewhere: China, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepat 
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DD (Nationally & 
Globally). 

urI' 

-'I/) 

N 

i 

Dorsal hairs dark-brown with tips yellowish brown l ventral surfac~ ashy .t-\I't'y ; tt)n-arnl 
length 3.2 em; endemic to' India. 

Distribution : India : So far known by the si'ngle specimen (holotype') ()I\I~· tnln\ tht! 
Jerripanni, Kumaon Hills, Uttaranchal; one 'male specimen recently ('()U~h.'1.i fnl"' Sairep. 
Lunglei district, Mizoram by the ,Zoologi'cal Survey of 'India at about J 500 11' ,altitud,,' 
(Bhattacharya, 2002). Bhattacharya (,op. cit.) reported this species as Ha''''';t1l" ~r,'St'" 

Conserva,tion status: IUCN : EN; CAMP: VU. 

t, 0 ' t, 

DO'rsal hairs brown and ventral hairs pale\yith darker nlOts; h~ad "lnd l'I.l\.iy I"'''t(th .. . ~ 
em a'nd forearm length 3.2·3.5 em. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Uttaranchal,Wtts'l &-n,gal, As~n' and ~1,,·~h.'I.,~·., . 
Elsewhere: China, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP :00 (Nationally & (; ,I(lball~·) . 



S Ily's be- ose - B , Mu ina tub ·nans 
Hairs grey or grey brown above and hairs of ventral surface w'th dark grey roots and 

paler gr,ey tips; head and body length 3.'9 4.8 cm, forearm length 3~3.4 cm. 

S'cully's ube nosed Bat, Murlna ,tubina,,;s 

Distribution : India ': Jammu & Kashmi, Himachal Pradesh, West Ben,gal, Sikkim, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Mizoram. Elsewhere : Laos, Myanmar, Pakistan, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation ,status: CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Harpiocephalus is popularly known as the Hairy"'w· nged Bat. It is a monotypic g'enus 
containing t e on y species which is distributed in India. 

d Bat, Harpiocephalus harpia 

Dorsal fur bright rufous, ventral fur huffy grey, wings uniform brown and forearm 
lightly haired; head and body length 6-7.5 em, forearm length 4.~5 em. 

Hairy-winged Bat, Ha.rploc,epha,Ius harpis 

Distribution: India: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Prades ,West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, 
Meghalaya and Mizoram. Elsewhere: China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Vietnam. 

,Conservation st,atus : CAMP : DD. 



I 

I Genus 1 
I 

I Species 3 

Members of this subfamily in India beion,g to the following species under the genus 
Miniopterus. These ,are 'popularly known as the Lang·fingered Bats since their third digits 
are highly enlarged. 

Fur long and dense; colour russet brown or blackish brown on dorsal surface# slightly 
paler on ventral surface with greyer tinge; limbs Io:ng with a highly enla'rged third digit; 
ears small, rounded and not rising above head; head ,and body length 4.1-6.5 em and 
forearm length 4.4-4.9 em. 

Distribution :inAUl • Maharastra, Ka ma taka, Tamil Nadu, Uttaranchal, West Bengat 
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : southe,m Europe and Morocco 
through the Caucasus and Iran to most of China and Japan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 

ConsenJllt,;o,n stat,us : IUCN : LRnt; CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO (GlobaUy). 

Fur black throughout; smaller in size, ,forearm length 3 9-4cm. 

Distribution : IndiA : Nieobar islands, Tamil Nadu and Kamatab. £'SftDMP'r : China, 
Indonesia, Moluccas, Nepal, Philippines, ThaUand;perhaps New Guin'ea. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (N,ationally &t Globally). 

Externally almost similar to the Schreiber's Long-fin,gered Bat, but its skull le,ngth 
(more than 1.1 em) and condy obasallength (more than 1.68 em) conSiderably larger. 

Distribution : India : ,North-east India. Elsewhere : South-east China to Indonesia and 

New Guinea. 

Conservation status : CAMP : NE. 



0 -
-TAIL D - A S 

'Members of this fa ily comprise of small to medium sized insectivorous bats with 
stout tails, projecting COnsPI' cuously beyond the narrow interfemoraI I embrane. These 
bats roost in caves" tunnels, crevices .of rock cliffs, under olders and· hollow trees. 

Four species of Free-tailed bats belongmg to 3 genera occur in India. Out of these one 
is endemic to this country. 

araped,e cave habitat of Wroughton'~s _ ree-talled at 

- ee a-led at, Tadaridateniotis 
Uniform deep brown fur on dorsal surface, grey on bellYi face dog-like with large eyes, 

ears ,a so large with very b~oadly rounded tips; large speciesJ head and body tength7.4-
9 em, fore,arm length 5,.8-6.4 em. 

Distribution: India: So far known from Indi.a by a single specimen co lected from 
Kurseang (Oarjeeli g district)J West 'Bengal. Elsewhere: China, France, Japan, Morocco, 
Portugal and Spain. 

Conser-vation status: CAMP :DD (Nationally & Globally). 



ExternaUy similar to the European Free-ta:iled Bat but distinctly smaUer in size; medium 
:sized species, head and body length 6.1-1.'7 em, forearm length 4.6--5.2 cm. 

Distribution : India : Rajasthan, Gujara't, M,aha'rastra, Kamataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya PradeSh, Bihar and West Bengal. Elsewhere: South Africa to Nigeria, Algeria, and 
Egypt to 'Yemen and Oman, e,ast to Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Conservation status : CAMP : LRnt (NationaUy), DO (GlobaUy) 

Fur dark clove brown on do'rsal surface, paler on ventra surface, ears connected by 
,a membrane across forehead; head and body length 6.6-7.1 ,an, foreann 'length 4.3--5 an; 
some authority consider this genus ,as the subgenus of TlldlJrids. 

Distribu,tion ': India: Punjab, Rajasthan, Maharastn, Goa, Andhnl ,Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Meghalaya. £'sewhm' : Sri Lanka to 
South China and Vietnam, south-east to Philippines, Indonesia and islands of Indian 
Ocean. 

Conservation status: CAMP :00 (Nationally & Globally). 

Dorsal fur rich glossy dark, chocolate brown on crown of head" bac and rump with 
thin white border on each flank, ventral surface dull brown; head and body len,gth 8.7 .. 
'9.9 ,em, forearm 'length 6.3-6.7 cm; 
possesses a distinct grey collar ,and a 
small gular sac; a small moustache 
present be ow drcular nos'trils; endemic 
to India, 

Distribution : India : Known only by 
a single population in 8arapede Cave 
near 8algaun in Kam,ataka, situated in 
a plateau of a forested valley at 800 m 
altitude. 

Cons,ervation status: IUCN : CR; 
CAMP: CR. 



Order 

Sl. No. Family No. of Ge us 

L dae 2 

2. Jicopi h cida 3 
3,. Hylobatida1e 1 

Total 6 

MATES 

P'rim,ates include Ie urs, 
monkeys, apes and man. Their 
limbs are elongated, hands and 
feet enlarged ,and with fiv,e 
digits, thumb and big toe or both 
usually opposable to other 
fingers for climbing, picking up 
and seizing objects. 

No human India Primates ' 
are represented by the fOI owing 
three families : 

No. of Species No. of Endemic species 

2 

2 3 
1 

15 3 



A FRED et al. : Prj 

Lorises possess grasping hands and feet like all 
primates. But, they are 'quit,e distinct from other primates 
in having their second toe furnished with claw ,and other 
toes 'with ,flat nails. 'Two species of Loris occur in India . 

r 

A small slender bodied primate as its name si,gnifies; 
head and body length 20-25 cm, tail lacking; ,colour 
varying from yellowish grey to dark brown above and 
underparts silv'ery grey to buff; eyes round and large 
surrounded by dark fur; its lean and lanky ,appearance, 
longer and slender limbs, 'more close I y set ,ey,es, more 
pointed snout and absence of tail make it distinct frum 
the Slow Loris; dark spinal stripe never prominent and 
sometimes absent; inhabits dry evergreen, semievergl'\.'en, 
and deciduous fOJ'iests, also in open woodlands clnd 
swamp fOJlests; nocturnal in habit, arboreal and tcrn.~trial, St.'Cretivt.' in n.l'tun.·; 'f\:lInl,lins 
hidden among foliage or in a hole or in crevices during ,the day and ,c-om\.~ uut at ,du~~~ 

feeds on leaf . u' , Isec[s 

I 
CD 

, I n r orl rrJlrwr-,n ..... 

Distribution . India : Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnatak41 and K,,'r.ll,l . 1 · /~·,,·h(·u· . 
Sr'Lanka. 

Conservation status: IU'eN : VU; IWPA : Sch. I; ROB: VU; ITES : A )p,~n\H, II ; ('At\1P 
: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



S OW oris, Nycticebus coucang 

Bigger and stouter than the Slender 
Loris, head and body leng h 3040 cm; 
tail rudiment.ary, rou_ d headed and 
round eyed; eyes enci~c ed with dark 
brown fur; a brown stripe on the 
middle of its back terminating on the 
,crown makes it distinctive; inhabits 
dense moist evergreen, semi-evergreen 
and deciduous forests; nocturnal in 
habit; arboreat very rarely terrestrial­
food same as that of the Slow Loris. 

Distribution: India : North-eastern 
states and West Bengal. Elsewhere : 
B,angladesh, China, Ma aysia 
Myanmar, Philippines, Vietnam and 
Thailand. 

'Consertation status: IUeN : DO; 
IWPA : Sch. I; RBD IK; CITES 
Appendix ll; CAMP : 1. 

Jb.:3:~~~ 

Slow ILoris, Nyctioebus coucang 

_ a i y C RCO I CI-,--
ONK Y 

Members of this family are popular y known as the Old World monkeys, comprising 
of two broad categories : the macaques belonging to the subfamily Cercopithecinae and 
the langurs belonging to the subfamily Colobinae. 

The macaques are sturdy and squat and possess cheek pouches. On the other hand 
langurs are tall, sl'm" lanky and without any cheek pouch. 

Su fa -Iy C COPIT -CINA 
ACAQU S 

Genus 1 

Species 7 
Endemic species 2 

Indian macaques const' tute 7 species as follows, of which two, namely, the Bonnet 
Macaque, Macaca radiata and the Lion-tailed Mac.aque, Macaca silenus are endemic to this 

country. Incidentally, both the species are distribut,ed in the Peninsula:r India. 
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ALFRED el ale : Primalts 

Bonnet Macaque, Macaea ra,fiala 

Medium sized, long tailed, total body 
length 40-60 em; a bonnet of long dark hairs 
radiating in all directions and forming a 
whorl on its crown makes it distinctive from 
all other Indian macaques and gives its 
popular name; endemic to India; diurnal 
in habit; arboreal, also terrestrial; inhabits 
jungles and villages, both in foot hills and 
plains, also in urban areas; feeds largely on 
vegetarian diets, like fruits, berries, grains, 
leaves .and shoots; a very common macaque 
of Southern India, often seen with strolling 
showmen in that region. 

Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Maharastra and Tamil 
Nadu. Bonnet Macaque. M.~ ~dl.t. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. II; CITES: Appendix II; CAMP: I.Rll 

Rhesus Macaque, Macaca ",,,Iatttl 
Total body length 45-60 cm; tail short; orange fur on loin and rump makes it distincti\·la 

from other Indian macaque; diurnal in habit; terrestrial, also arboreal; adapt~ to "'idlll 

range of habitats from dense forests to near desert and from sea-level to high mountain 
ranges of 2500 m, also Iivt.~ in 

close association with humans; 
feeding habit same as that of the 

Bonnet Macaque. 

Distrib.diofl: I"din : Most wide 

spread monkey of Northern 
India, also distributed in North­
eastern India. [/StIL",t,,. : 

j 
Afghanistan, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Bhutan to Thailand including 
China. 

I 
Rhesus Macaque, MBCBCB mu/.tt. 

CO"St-n',lI;{", s/,lI"s : IUCN : 
LRnt; IWPA : Sch. II; CITES : 
Appendix II; CAMP : IJ~I( 

(N,ltion,dly), DD (Glllh,tll~'). 
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Ani.mals of India : Mammals 

Ass es ~ • • , Macaca assamenS·5 

Resembles the Rhesus Macaque superficially 
and in body length, but lack of orange red hue 
on its loin .and rump makes it distinctive; tail 
parallel to the ground, not erect; diurnal in habit; 
terrestrial, also arbor,eat; inhabits dense 
deciquous and evergreen forests; prim,a'rily 
herbivorous ,as other Indian macaques. 

Dis:tribution : India : North-east India 
including 'Tripura also frequents Sikkim and 
West Bengal (Darjeerng district). Elsewhere: 
Nepal to Vietnam and South China. 

,Conservation status: IUeN : VU; IWPA: Sch. 
II; CITES : Appendix II; CAMP : LRnt 
'(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Ass,ame:se Maca'que 
Macaea assa,mensis 

Pig- ai ed Maca _ e, Macaca nemestrina 
A stout m,acaque, head and body length 45-60 em; head broad and rather flat with a 

dark cap of short neatly parted hair radiating from the centre of the ·crown; tail short pig 
like, erect and arched, black above and yel owish brown be ow; diurnal in habit; terrestrial 

.. o9 .. taUed Macaque, Macaes nemestrina 

and arboreal; frequents evergreen 
forests at foot bills and at 
elevation from about 75-1300 m; 
feeds largely ,on fruits and leave$; 
insects ,and c,aterpillars als,o 
constitute its diet. 

Distribution : India: Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Tripura. Elsewhere :: Bangladesh 
extending east-w,ards to Vietnam, 
north-east to South China and 
south-east to Malaysia, Indonesia 
,and Laos. 

Conservation status : IWPA: 
Sch. II; RBO . VU; CITES :: 
Appendix II, 'CAMP : DO 
(Nationally &: Globally). 



Largest ndian Maca1quewith head and body 
length 50-70 em; body dark brown above and 
pale below, very short tail as its popular name 
:signifies" scarc,ely2.5 em long; diurnal ,and 
terrestrial; inhabits hilly forested areas; diet same 
as that of the Pig~tailedMacaque. 

Distributio" : India: North-east :India including 
Tripura. EISt~"'I(·,n' : From Bangladesh east~wards 
to Vietnam, north-e,ast to China andsouth.-east 

to Malaysia. 

Cotlst'n'(I,tio" s/ah,:; : IUCN : VU; I'WPA : 
Sch. II, RBD : VU; CITES Apr-.'n~i\ It 
CAMP: lRnt (NatiollclUy), 
DO (Globally). 

Mt.-dium tu largc. .... si7A.*d 11l.1l'clqu,' with 
head and budy Il'ngth 4tMlI ,,.t; ~lbt_ln · 

like in appearanC\' with Il'ngth,ant-d 1.1(,\'; 

colour of body and 'fa",-' Klos.,y blcl(L.. 
dark grey or brownish ~r('Y m.u\,· 
sumlunding tht- h:-mpll-s dnd ("h\~·k.. .. ; ., 
short taB, with ,a tuft uf hair ~\t tip 
J\.;~mblt.'S a lion1s I.lil, ma~ing it distin,,-t 

and giving its popular name; endemic to Indi.a; diurnal 
and arboreal; inhabits den.se evergreen and semi-evcr,gn.-en 
Eorests; feeds on leaves, buds, fruits, insects and ,catcrpiUt!rs. 

Distributio.n: India: Confined to sout ern Western Ghats 
in the states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and K,e:rala bl~twt.A(.·n . 
9°30'N and 15°N latitudes. 

Conservation status : IUCN : EN; WPA : Sch. I; RBD : 
EN; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP : EN. 



era acaca fascicularis 

Cra~at_ng Macaque, Nlacaca fascicularis 

Medium sized macaque, dusky 
or fawn in colour, head and body 
length about 50 em, tail very long, 

. but a little shorter than·the head and 
" 

. boOdy; diurn,a1i terrestrial and 
arboreal; inhabits tropical rain 
forests, also invades coastal 
mangroves and coconut plantations; 
feeds on wild fruits, b ,an,an,a, 
papaya, etc; also known to feed on 
crabs and other shell""fishes lying on 
sea-shore, giving its popular name. 

Distribu.tion: India: OccutS only in thre,e islands of the Nicobar group, namely, Katchal, 
Little Nicobar and Great Nicobar islands. Elsewhere : C,ambodia, Myanmar to Indonesia, 
Laos, Philippines ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IU'eN: LRnt; IWPA: Sch. Ii RUO: VU; CITES: Appendix Hi CAMP 
: 'CR (N,ationally), DO (Globally),. 

am Iy 0 OB'I A 

A GURS 

Genus 2 

Species 5 
Endemiic species 1 

Indian Iangurs comprise of 5 species, of which the Nilgiri Langur,Trachypithecus johnii 
is ,endemic to India. 

an ma _ L ng _r, Semnopithecus entellus 

Black-faced monkey, with long 
limbs and long taili body colour and 
body-size differ from palce to place; 
head and body len,gth ,60 ... '70 em; ' 
diurnal; terrestrial and ,arboreal; 
inhabits almost ,all habitats 
including human settlement, 
exc1epting high mountains and 
desert; liv'es on purely vegetarian 
diets including .fruits, buds shoots 
and leav1es. -anuman Langur, Semnoplthecus entellus 



Distribution: India; Most wide-spread monkey and distributed throughout the cuuntry 
except North-east India a'nd western part of Gujarat. Eisewl,ere : China, Nepal, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; IWPA : Sch. II; CITES : Appendix I; CAMP : lRlc 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Ca'-_L_- g r , , 
Robust built, 60 ... 70 em in body length, 

long tail, crown of erect, long, coarse hairs 
dire,cted backwards fr,om the forehe,ad 

forming a cap, giving this monkey this 
popular name; colour of its ba,ck dusky grey 
to ashy grey; ventral surface, cheeks and 
s· des of neck pale fulvous to golden brown,; 

face black; diurnal and arboreal in habit, 
inhabits dense hilly forests; food similar to 
that of the Hanuman Langur. 

Distribution : India : North-east India. 

Elsewhere: Bangladesh, China and Myanmar. 

,Conser,vation status: IUCN : EN; IWPA 

: Sch. I; RBD : VU; CITES: Appendix I; 
CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Gl,obally). 

0&.-, ...... 

Golden ILangu~t "IhIc"yplthecus g .. 1 

Rich gold,,'n tn ('re.1"' llUtf in ("tl'llur 
with hla\"k f.1Cl·, htll.1d .l"d ~ldy ,·n~lh ,.-g. 
60 ('n1; iU·d\'V\lI)OP\.lI,t h.1U " 'h'llrl ,,'n 
fun'he,l\'! \\'ith h.lir r,,,.h,'hn~ b.'\·~\"·4u\l~ 

and sidt' \\'c'ys; t .. il lnn~,"h.1 ~h~hth' 
'tasst»Uat,\ld; diurn.d .,n,,1 ,.rhunc .. d; h\'t~ ,tn 

v\'get,lri"n "Ii,,". 

Di~.tril,'uti",u : I",r/i., : In Ih,' 'I Iinl.lI",v.,n 
fouthills "I,ll 19 Ass,'n, ~ Bhut.'n l','r,h'r 
belw"aen Sankush _In\l 'M.Ul.,~ n\'" ,~ t" 
India and Bhut(lIl. IJ,Sc ',rlw n' : Uhut.,n . 

C('"~t·rpclti(.." :,I."us : JUl 'N : EN; \V':\ 
: Sch. I; RHO : VU; C'ITI:S : '\pp .. 'nd'" L 
CAMP : CI~ (N41hun.,lIy), I) ) (( ;h)l'.,U~') 



c 

ye's rachypithecus p 

Dark ashy-brown in colour, darker on 
head, limbs and tail tip; ba,ck fr,om 
shoulders to loin silv,ery; face black but 
lips, a~ea a~oundmouth and eyes white, 
for which it is also popularly called the 
Speet,acled MonkeYi head ,and body 
length 45-60 em; diurnal, telTestrial and 
,arboreal; inhabits d ,eciduousand 
se,eondary forests; food comprising 
leaves, flowers ,and fruits. 

D,;stribution : India : Ass,am and 
'Tripura. Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, 
Laos, Myanmar, 'Thailand ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. Ii RDB 
: VU; CITES : Appendix II; CAMP : EN 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

· g. · Lang r, 
Trachypit ecus johnii 

Glossy black or blackish brown in colour, 

head yellowish brown; tail longer, hairs oOn 
head tong, non-radiating, forming mane; 

head and body length 60~80 em; endemic to 
India; diurnal; t,errestrial and arboreal; 

inhabits dense fo~sts at an altitude 600-1300 
m and feeds on leaves, buds, fruits, insects 

and small invertebrates. 

Distribution : India : Confined to the 

Western Ghat (Karnataka, Kerala ,and Tamil 
Nadu). 

Conservation status: IUCN :VU; IWPA. 
Sch. I, RBO : VU; CITES : Appendix II; 
CAMP: VU. 

Phayre',s af on key, 
Trachypithecus phayrei 

ilgiri Langur, Trachypithec.us john;; 



A PREDtl 
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This family includes the only species of living ape inhabiting our country, the ,t-loolock 
Gibbon. Gibbons ,are distinctive from macaques and langurs in aving very ong arms 
and lacking tail. The thumb of this family of apes is unique among higher primat(.:~ in 
having the basal part freed from the palm and extending from near the wrist. They are 
~dwellers and move primarily by brachiation, extending their ong arms above thl­
head to suspend a'nd propel the body. 

OOOC · b , II" 
. , 

Slender-bodied, tailless, head and body 
length 90 ... 94 em; ,arms much longer even more 
than double the length of its egs;males and 
y,oung females black, mature females yellowish 
grey; small and round head with whitish hand 
,across the eye brows, giving its popu ar nam'c 
as the White .. browed Gibbon.; diurnal and 
arboreal; inhabits evergreen, se'mi-evergreen 
,and deciduous forests mainly along the hin 
slopes; feeds on leaves, twigs, flowers, fruits 
and even insects. 

Distribution: India : North~ast India between 
the Brahmaputra and Salween rivers of 
My~nmar. .Elsewh.ere : Bangladesh, China and 
Myanmar. 

Conservafi.on status: IUCN : EN; IWPA : Sch 
I; ROB: EN; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP: EN. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. IV; C TES 

I 01 



Order eARN VORA 

T e carnivores include small to large mammals (13.5-280 cm in head and body length) 
with usually five (sometimes four) toes, all clawed. Some like cats and dogs are digitigrade, 
walking only on toes and others, such as, bears are plantigrade, walking on soles with 
heels· touc I ' g the ground. Their skulls are heavy with st.,ong facial musculature~ 'The 
camassials (last upper premolar and first lower molar) o.ften work tog,ether as a spec' alised 
shearing mechanism. 

Indian a a "Fes with 59 species. 

I SI. No. a ily No. of Genus No. of Species No. of Endemic s pedes 

Canidae 3 6 

2. Hyae "dae 1 1 

3. Felidae 10 15 
4,. Herpestida 1 7 1 

5. Must hdae .8 16 1 
6. Ursidae 4 5 2 

7" Viv rridae 7 9 

Tota 3 59 4 
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This Dog family is ,char3('terISl~ 

by wen-shap~~ h~ad, lung puint~-d 
muz.zle, large erect ears, slender 
sinewy limbs and bushy taU. Th~ar 
fee'l are perft.'Ctly digitigradt.- "'ith 
blunt, ncarly straight 41nd nun· 
retractile claws. In general, mt-mbt..-r., 
of this family ,lr'e hunt~rs and (h'l' 

on anim,a)s \ ... hich they prt.·~· . 

Someti:ml~ they tak~ vegetable foud 
and somt.· uf them hkt.- ;,,"~ a...c\l~ li\"l' 

on carrion. Indian (anids inl'ludl~ 

W()l(, Jackel, Wild IA'.~ ,)nJ 'hn~" 
specit!s of FO'l~ as fullo\,'s : 

argest member of the Dog f,amity; head and budy length Q(l-105 en', k'tlking lill' ,.\ll 
Alsatian dog; large sku 1, powerful jaws, arching bnJ\,\'s and clt!\'at·(~ fl,reh"'ad n',Il '~t.4 it 

distinct from other members of this family; 

colour of the coat variable, usua Iy sandy 
fawn, stippled with black; inhabits in small 
packs in r-ocky hills, dry open country around 

human habitation, deserts and barren 
uplands; both dium,al and nocturual.; usually 

hunts during night; antelope, fox, han~~, 

rodents, etc., form its main prey, 

Distrib.ution : India : Throughout India 

except the . extreme south. E,ls,etl)"t'rt' : 
Throughout thenorthem hemisphere, North 
.America south to 20Q N, in Mexico, Europe, 
Asia including Arabian Peninsula and Japan 
,excluding Cambodia, laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : (WPA : Seh. I, Part 1; 

RBD: VU; ,CITES: Appendix I, CAMP: LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (Globally), 



1 Canis aureus 

Closely related to wolf, but smaller in build, 
head and body length 60-75 em; lacks elev.ated ./! :t(.' . ~tJ~rJ~ 
forehead and arching brows; colour of co,,~' ''' 
variab e and generally with a mixture of bl~.r"'IIC . ...... . ---

and white, washed with buff around 
shoulder, ears and legs; also popularly Cal.leU·~:S'--·"~-A 

the Golden Jackal; adapted to live in ,every... ~~~~ 
environment; both dium,al and nocturnaliu .~ : 
habit; food ' ,consists of carrion~ wild and.: "I 

domestic ammals, birds and even fruits. 

Distribution : India: 'Throughout the coun1rll" '''L - . _", 

Elsewhere: Afg ,anistan, Centra South 
and South .Asia, North and East Africa, ::;O'Jth~~~'Sj~~ .. -~ 
e,ast,ern Europe, Iran, Nig'e ia, Tanga ia, 
Tha· and, Transcaucasus, Sri Lanka. Asiatic J,acka .• Canis aureus 

,Conservation status : IWP ~ : Sch. II, Part II; CITES : Appendix ill, CAMP : LRlc 
(Nationally). 

Midway between w,olfand jackal in size, head and body length about '90 em; having 
distinctive reddish-brown ,coat; jaws short and powerful, ears rounded, tail black-tipped 
and bushy, molar teeth 6 (7 in wolf and jackal); both diurnal andnoctumal; inhabits open 
forests with grassy meadows and preys upon Sambar, Chittal, Wlld sheep, Musk dear, 
pigs, goats, ,e:tc., in a pack of 2-30 individuals. 

Distribution: India: Throughout the country from h" gh a titudes of the Himalaya to the 
plains. Elsewhere: Bhutan, Cambod' a, China, Indonesia, KOf'ea, Laos~ Malaysia~ Manchuna, 
Mangolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tibet and Vietna . 

: VU; IWPA : Sch. ,Part II; CITES: 



Grey coloured slender-limbed; back of its ears also grey (never black), tail tip black; 
head and body length 45-60 cm; avoids dense ,forests; inhabits scrubs in plains and rocky 
areas and common near cultivation,;noctumal in habit, feeds on termites, crabs" reptiles, 
field rats, etc. and even fruits. 

Distribution : lndill : Throughout the country. Elsewhere : Nepal and Pakistan. 

ConseTVlltion status: IUCN : DO; IWPA : Sch. 0, Part 0; CITES: Appendix In; CAMP 
: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

nd n 0 Vul 

Reddish in colour, ,as its popular name signifies; ,the back of 'its ears channeristically 
black and tail white-tipped making it distinct from the India'n Fox; head and body ength 
60-70 CDl; nocturnal in habit; feeds on birds, 
s'ma 1 mammals, also picks up scraps of 
discarded food ,and offal near human habitation. 

D,istributiQn : India ': Found only in 'the sub­
Himalayan tracts of the country from Kashmir 
to Sikkim as well as in the a'rid region of 
Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere : Throughout 
Palae,arctic region, ,North America, Australia, 
Continental Asia, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, 
Japan, Europe, Palaearctic Afric,a. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. II. Part II.; 
RBD : VUi CITES: Appendix .. III; CAMP LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 
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Bla or "s Fox, Vulpes cana 

Small.fox with extremely soft fur and, long 
very bushy black tipped tail; head and body 
length less than 50 em. 

Distribu.tion ! India: Reported 0 yonce from 
the Rann of Kutchch, Gujarat (Ranjitsinh, 1985). 
Its occurrence in India's doubtful. Elsewhere : 
Pakistan, Afghan' stan, Iran and Tur~esta . 

Conservation status : CITES : Appendix II. 

_anford',s Fox, Vulpes cana 

a 
HA A 

This family is noteworthy in its anatomical features which place it between dog and 
cat families. Its bu ·ld, strong and ong forelimbs, perfectly digited feet and on-rettactile 
claws are dog-like. But ~ t structure of skull, teeth and other several ,anatomical structures 
are cat-lik Th · f. 11' ·, - - ' . f H . " £ , d " Ind'· ________ e. ___ e 0 _owmg species 0 yaena IS Jounm la 

St ·ped y e , Hyae a hyena 

Dirty grey to cream buff in colour with blackish transverse stripes on body and limbs; 
head and body length 90 110 em; sharply recognised by its broad head, be,avy jaws, 
strong f.ore-quarter, sloping back to w,eak hind quarters, ,a heavy crest of long hairs all 
over the eck and back and a bushy tail; jaws tremendously powerful, enabling it to crack 

d t thi k limb b . f 1 h bi killed b ti . r;' v r· h bit up ,an _ ea c . ___ _ ones 0 _ arge _ er ~vores, _ y .ge_s, sea . enge_ m ,a_, , 
principal food ,consists of caracasses of ,a imals killed by beast of prey or died of diseases; 

Striped Hyaena, Hyaena hyaena 

occasionally kills some animals. that it can over 
power; nocturnal in habit and inhabits scrub, 
dry openjungIe, open hills and ravines where 
caves or holes av,anable for shelter. 

Distri,bution : India · Extending south to 
Nil,giri hills, no.rth to. lowland o.f Kashmir, east 
Ito West 8englal and west to Gujarat. Elsewhere . 
: Afghanistan, Algeria, CIS countries, Egypt, 
Ethiope,a, Irian, Iraq, Isreal, Kenya, L·bya,Mali, 
Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, 
Sudan, Tanzania 

Conservation status :IUCN: LRnt; IWPA! 
Sch. III; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DO 
(GIo.bally), 



A 

The cats are magnificent among carnivores in ha'vi'ng perfectly developed teeth and 
claw for striking and holding prey and to bite and tea'r the flesh with precision. They are 
also exci!llently agile to capture their prey swiftly ,and to kill and consume 'them. TIgert 
Lion, Leopard, Clouded Leopard, Snow leopard and Cheetah are popularly tenned as 
great cats. On the other hand Jungle Cat, Fishing Cat, Desert Cat, 'Leopard Cat and few 
others are known as lesser cats. 

However, there is no clear basis justifying such popular classification. Because, among 
esser cats the Lynx which is found in Kashmir and the Golden Cat which inhabits Sikkim 
withing Indian limit are almost as la.ge as and heavier than the sma lest of the sreat cats, 
the CJouded Leopard. 

Out of 15 species of 'Indian Cats 5 species belong to great cats. It is needed to mention 
ere that one great cat, the Cheetah, Ac;nonyx jubtltus was quite common in India in n!Cft\t 

past and is still found mainly in A&ica and South-Westem Asia. It has now become 
extinct in this country. Its last record in India was in 1951 and 1952 from near Hyderabad 
and Chandragiri respectively in Southern India. It looks like a long·limbed slim build 
leopard with head and body length little above 90 ,c.m. It is yellowish, having Stllid "lund 
black spots aU over the body and ,tail; A dark, blac'k streak runs down the inner oomttr 
of each eye to the upper lip. The characters which make it distinct ,from other great cab 
are : small bead, narrow deep chest and body, ,on,g Umbs and partially IYtractile claws. 
It is the fastest animals on legs and can attain ,a speed ,of 110-120 km per hour 'within II 

distance of ,about 370 m. 



T i l e f II wing are living Indian gr at cats. 

g, nt eat ·gris 

Most graceful in build a _angst the cat, 260-300 em in total length including tail; 
possesses rich reddish yel ow to orange coat marked with black stripes; tail black ringed 
and ,ears black on ou-ters'de with p~ominent white spot; lives in varied habitats like 
humid ,ev,ergreen forests, dry open jungle, grassy swamps of the terrai and mangrove 
swamps o.f the Sundarbans; nocturnal and crepuscular in habit, exc-ellent swimmer, usually 

Tiger, Panthera tigris 

·0 I Panthera leo 

haunts between sunset and dawn., covers long 
distance during haunting; haunts deer, nilgai, wild 
pigs, even gaur, bufallo and elephants; also feeds on 
fowl, fish, reptiles, etc., in absence of natur,al prey or 
,if ill ,or injured It may adopt cattle lifting and man-
eating habit. 

Distr,l1ution : India : Almost throughout India in 
$uitable pockets e~cep in the desert region. Elsewhere 
: Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Laos, donesia, Korea, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailands, vr etnam and 
,CIS Countries. 

Conseroa,tion status: IUCN : EN; IWPA ': Sch. I, 
Part I; RBD : VU; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP: EN 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

It is t e only great cat which is gregarious, sexually dimorphic and possesses a long 
tassel of hair at the ta . tip. Total length of adult males including tail 270-300 em, females 
little smaller; gracious looking animal with pale yellowish brown to sandy grey coat 
devoid of any marking; male adorned with a light or dark coloured shaggy mane; nocturnal 

Lion, Pan,thef';a leo 

in habit; prefers open dry deciduous 
forests and haunts larger prey by 
night like antelope, deer, pig, cattle, 
etc. 

Distribution :: India ': Its ~ace, the 
Asiatic lion, Panthera leo persica is now 
restricted only to the Gir forest of 
Gujarat. Elsewhere : Botswana, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, 
Moz,ambique, Namibia, Senegal, 
Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, 

~~ .... ~~. Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Conservation status : IUCN . VU, 
IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; RBD : EN; CITES 
: Appendix i CAMP :: CR. 



Much smaller than tiger and lion.; total body length including tail 170-21,5 em; ground 
colour highly variable from pa e yellow, warm grey, rich tawny to rufous faw ; its \x,at 

rdu 

:6' eek and short-haired and, :marked 'with clos... ... 
set black rosettes, distributed all over the sidt"S 
of body and tail except rin,ged tail tip,; spob 
down the middle of the back and on head, 
limbs and belly solid black (not ,rosettes); 
nocturnal :in habit; inhabits diversified habitats 
like hills, plains, thick fo~sts,scrubs and 
jungles near human habitati,on; an expert tn.~ 
climber; p~y.s include cattle, deer, monkey, 
ante ope as 'we I as birds, reptiles, crabs. 

Distributiorr : IndiIJ : Throughout India in 
suitable pockets. [ ,'stwh,e,t : Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Angola,Arabia, Botswana, Cam~roon, 
'Centr,a. Arncan Republic, Congu, Chad, China, 
E,gypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea-Bi'ssau, 

' .. 'Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, K'enya, Korea, li~ria, 
Laos, Malwai, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mon)c('of 
Moz,ambique, Myanmar, Nambibia f Nt.-pat 

Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, SomaUa, South Africa, Sri La:nka, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia, lurkey, Uganda, CIS countri~, Vietnam, Zlire, Zamhia, 
Zimbabwe. 

Conseroatio,nstatus : lWPA : Sch. I, Part I; RBD : VU; CITES : Appendi:~ I; ("A'MP : VU 
(NationaUy), DO (GlobaUy). 

, 
A long, thick .. limbed and he,avy jawed great ~at; 

its tail thick and considerably lon,g, about ha'lf its tutal 
length from head to tail tip; total body length 
including tai about 60-110 cm; general colour varying 
from grey to earthly brown with darker trapezoidal 
or irregular rosettes on its body; head, underparts 
and limbs also spotted; t,ailwith dusky rings, cut by 
a l,ongitudinal band near its anterior part; mainly 
arboreal and nocturnal; inhabits mostly the dense 
evergreen and sub Himalayan 'tropical forests; haunts 
deer, pigs, antelopes and even small birds, also Hfts 
goats a'Rd dogs from villages. 

Distribution: India : Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, eastern p,art of Assam and West ,Bengal. 
Elsewhere: Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation s.tatus : IUCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. I, 
Part 1; RBD : EN; CITES :: Appendix I; CAMP: LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (GlobaUy). 



s w .. 
net a u 

Resembles the Leopard in general appe~ance but smaller in size; total body lengt 
including tail 170-200 em; squarish head with high forehead, vertical ,chin and short 
muzzle make it distinctive; usually paler grey, sometimes with slight rufous or buff; 

Snow eoparo, Uncia uncia 

ventral colour white, occasionally with few light spots; 
coat beautiful, fur soft and thick; paler rosettes pllesent 
all over the body and tail, solid spots found on head, 
nape and lower pat of limbs; inhabits snow-capped 
high altitudes of the Himalaya at about 3000-4000 1 
signifying its popular name; nocturnal and crepuscular 
in abit; haunts markhor, tahr, ibex, m,armots, hares 
and birds usually during the night, ,also lifts goats, 
sheep and ponies from hill slope postures and villages, 

Distribution: India: From Jammu & Kashmir ,to 
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. Elsewhere : 
Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, CIS Countries, Mongolia, 
Nepal and Pakistan. 

Conservation status: IUCN : EN; IWPA : Sc • I., art IiRBD ! EN; CITES: Appendix 
I; CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (G obally).. 

L-----

The following 10 speceis of lesser cats are found in India. 

e op ~ m e ................. c 

Largest of all orlen ,allesser cats; total body length -20 em; golden brown to dark 
brown or grey in colour without having any pattern; howeve'r, faint stripe present on 
nape, throat and inner side of fore egi ,face markings give the ,animal a striking appearance, 
possesses a conspicuous horizonta white or buff cheek stripe, sometimes edged with 
black, running below the eye to behind the 
gape; conspicuous white stripes on the inner 
side and along _owe margin of the eye; 
nocturnal in habit; inhabits dense forests and 
preys on sheep, goats, birds and poultry. 

Distribution: India: Sikkim and North .. 
east India. Elsewhere ~ Bangladesh, Cambodia, 
China, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myaar, 
Nepal, Tha"land and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : IUCN : VU; IWPA : 
Sch. I; RBO : EN; CITES : Append'x ; 
CAMP! NE. 

Golden Ca , Ca,t~puma ,temmincki 



.' Another large Lesser Cat with total body length 8>90 em; colour 'pale '.Ia'ty grey ,to 
isabelline, occasionally with faint spots on flanks a'nd limbs; long erect 'tufts of hair on tips 
,of its ears makes it distinctive; tail short less than a 
quarter o.f its head and body length, hairs on cheek 
form a distinct ruff on the face; found at high altitude 
,of the Himalaya between 27~3400 m under dense , 
cover ,of tan grasses and 'scrubs; crepuscular in habit; 
preys on hares, marmots and birds. 

D · m'b t " . -I dia - Gil -t . d Lad kin J mm .­IS U Ion. n ... _ gt an . a. __ au ar; 

Kashmir within Indian limit. Elsewhere: Taiga forest&~ 
from Scandinavia through East Siberia and Sa'khaUn; 
from -China through mont.ane Europe in Balkins, 
Carpathians, Pyreneans and Alps; reintroduced to 
French Vosges and Jura Mountains, Swiss Alps, 
Austria and Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Nepal, Pa.kistan 
and TIbet. 

Conservation s,fatus : IWP A : Sch. l., Part I; ROB : 
EN,; CITES : Appendix IIi CAMP: EN (Nationally), 
DO ~GlobaUy). 

Medium sized cat with broad head and long legs; tota body length 6()..70 em; possessc.'S 

long erect tuft of black hairs on the tip of its ears like ,the Lynx; but differs by its 'lonR~r 
tail (about the one-third of the he~d and body length) and in absence of ruff hairs around 
Its face; uniformly reddish sandy grey above, fading into buff or white below; inhabits 
arid and semi arid region; nocturnal in habit; haunts ground birds, small mammals and 
even buck and chinkara occasionally. 

Distribution: India : Gujarat" Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. £lsnDI.m' : Aden, 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Arabia, Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon# Iran, Iraq, Israel, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Libia, Malawi, Mauritania, M,orocco, 'Mozambique, NaaUbla. . Ni,ger, 
l"al<JSlalll """o. .... .o.,..~ II """.~ ..... ~.'"," . A . " . 



s 

Medium sized cat, total body length 60 cm; long legs and comparative y short tail; 
colour varying from yellowish grey to tawny rufous and the undersurface paler; limbs 
often marked with transverse bars; tail black at tip and near distal e d wit few black 
markings; inhabits bushy jungle, scrubs, forests and grasslands; also encroaches outskirts 

Jungle Cat, Felis chaus 

of villages and even 0 d buildings; both nocturnal 
,and diurnal; pr,eys on a v,ariety of ,small mammals 
and birds; also encroaches villa,ges to feed on 
poutry. 

Distribution : In,dia : Most common lesser cat 
occurring thr'oughout India. Elsewhere : 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Arabia, Benin, China, Egypt, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kenya, M,alawi, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Syria" Thialand Vietnam, Yemen, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. IT, Part IT; CITES 
: Appendix II; 'CAMP: LRnt (Nationally),DD 
(Globally). 

Almost the size of a domestic cati total body ength 45-60 em, sandy to pale yellowish 
in colour :infusedwith grey; n\UIlerous black spots on its coat make it distinct; distal half 
of its tail ringed with black; a pair of cheek stripes and a umber of dark transverse lines 
on outer side of limbs present; found in scrub jungle in arid and semi-arid region; both 
diurnal and nocturna ; preys on rodents and birds. 

Distribution : India : Maharastra, 
Rajasthan .. Gujarat (Kutchch) and 
parts of Mad ya Pradesh. Elsewhere: 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Arabia, 
Botswana, Chad, China, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, France, Germnay, New 
Guinea.. Iran, Iraq, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Pakistan, 
Poland, Senegal, South Africa, Spain, 
Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, Tunisia, 
Turkistan, United Kingdom, Zambia, 
Zimbabw,ei introduced to Australia, 
Brazil, Canada and Madagascar. 

Conservati,onstatus :RBD : EN, 
CITES·: Appendix IIi 'CAMP: LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). Desert Cat, Fells sllvestrls 



As large as small sized domestic cat; total 
body length 50-55 ,em; with broad he,ad, low 
forehead, widely separated short ears; tail 
lon,g, thick, with broad terminal tuft; fur very 
long, soft and thick having a silvery grey to 
yellowish buff hue; crepuscular in habit; 
known to live among rocks, prey small 
mammals like foxe5,marmotsand birds. 

Distribution: India : Found only in Ladak 
(Jammu &tKashmir). £Isewh,ere : Caspian sea 
to Himalaya, Transbaikalia, Afghanist,an, 
China, Iran, Mongolia, Pakistan and 'TIbet. 

Conservation status: IWPA: NT; RBO: IK; 
'CITES : Appendix 0; C.AMP : NE. 

e r: 

Resembles a miniature Clouded Leopard; total body length 4~ em, littJ~ la!'R,,-r than 
a domestic ,cat; tail very lon,g almost equal to ,the length of head and body; ht-ad short, 
broad and more rounded; lone black stripe running from 'Upper margin of .. 'ach ~Y(' and 

bla,ck stripes on thech"aek; coa'i adomt.td 
with largt.- ,and sma'll ilftgular blocht.-s, 
displayin,g a marbl,tad :pattern un thtt 
flanks, givi:ng 'its pupular namt'.; preft.-rs 
thick foresl~ in 'C'old(-r climatt.-s, ,arbuna,1' 
and nocturna'i in habit; ff!\-d~ (.In small 
mamma'is and birds. 

Distrib'4t;o" : h,d;" : Sikldm, 
DarjeeUng d 'istrict o( Wlast Bt.tngdt 
Aruna,cba:1 ['radesh and M'ltghalaYd. 
EIsn»I'tn' : China, lndunesia" Mal .. ,ysia, 
Myanma:rf Nepa'i to Victnanl ,and 
Thailand. 

Corrs('n'ali(,,, ~,,",us : IUC N : VU; 
IWPA :: Sch. I, Part I; ROD .: EN; (."ITI:S 
: Appendix I; CAMP I.RIl' 
'(Nationallyt DO (Globally), 



Leo a d Ca -, Prionailurus bengalensis 
Resembles a miniature leopard in colour andpattem, but its spots bold without forming 

rosettes on the flank; about the s~e of ,a domestic ,cat, total body length about 160 em, limbs 
longer, tail about half the length of head and body and distinctly ringed towards its tip; 
yellowish above, white below ,and ornamented with numerous black and rusty spots; a 
forest cat, also lives near human hab· tationj 
prefers tree-hollows for shelter; nocturnal in 
habit; preys upon birds and small animals, 
also destructive to poultry. 

Distribution: India: North-western, central 
and northern states. Elsewhere : Afghanistan, 
Banglades ,China, Combodia, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Taiwan, 
Thailand, CIS countries and Vietnam. " 

Conservafion status: IWPA: Sch. I, Part {j 
RDB : VU; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP: LRnt 
(N,ationally), DD (Globally). eo pard ca P~ionailurus bengalensis 

sty spot ed Cat, Prionailurus rubiginosus 
Smaller than a domestic cat, total body length 35-48 CI I ; rufescent grey in colour and 

patterned with brown bars and spots, arranged in more or less regular lines; dark brown 
markings on head and shoulders; four dark lines running from the eyes and base of the 
nose over head; a pair of cheek stripes also present; inhabits ,grassland, scrub and jungles 
near the vicinity of villa,ges; nocturnal in habit; feeds on small mammals and birds. 

Distribution : India : Andhr,a Pradesh, Pondiehery, 'Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pr~desh, 
Ma arastra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Jammu &: Kashmir. Elsewhere : Sri anka . . 

Conservatw.n status: IUCN : VU; IWPA: Sch. I, Part Ii ROB. IK; CITES: Appendix I; 
CAMP ! LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). -

Rusty SIPO ed Cat, Prlonallurus rublg/nosus 



· n il 

Stout build medium sized harsh coa'ted cat with elongated head and short limbs; total 
body length 70-80 cm; tail short, about one-third ,the length of he,ad and body; tawny grey 
to brownish mouse grey in colour; body markings consisting of a series of e.longa'te spots, 
arranged in longitudinal rows; ~,8 black lines 
running from forehead to neck; a pair of cheek 
strikes also present,; usually found near water, 
prefers ,reed beds ,and marshy ban:ks of rivers, 
lakes and back w,aters; nocturnal in habit; preys 
on fishes, to,rtoises, monitor lizards and small 
mammals,. 

Distributio,n : India: Orissa, Andhra Pr,adesh, 
,amil N,adu, Kerala, Kamataka,Maharastra, 

Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Assam. 
Elsewhere : Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, 
'Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal" Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
'taiwan, Thailand ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IUCN : VU; IWPA ': Sch. 
I, Part I; ROB : VU; CAMP :VU (Nationally), 
DD I~Globba Iy). 

Civets :show some resemblances with cats in structure and in manner they haunhl'i:r 
prey by taking them in surprise and s'talking them stealthily or puuncing un 'th~,m from 
behind. Some of the civets like the Tiger Civet and the Spotted LinSclng possess retTactUe 

claws w,ith welt protected sheath. Bul, 
in some species claws may bt.- ban- and 
retracUle,. Civets 'lrc, h(l\\·(.·Y~r. 

conside'rably disUnct fron, (".lts :in 
having long body, 'short limbs, Itln~ 

a d slender jaws, romparcltively (" ... -1.,1 .. , 
ca:nine teeth and, sho:rter and I"ass 
powerful claws. 

Indi.an 'Civetscomp:rise (If th,' 
following 9 species, of v.thich 2 spt."\.'it-S, 
the Jerdon's Palm Civ~t clnd tilt' 
M,Ilabar Civet are endemi,c hl this 
country. 



Large 1 d·a C·vet, Viv,erra zibeth,a 

A typical Civet"ke build; bead ,and body ength 80 em; dark grey in colour 'with 
yellowish or brown wash; dark bands on chest and shoulder forming loops and rosettes 
on hind quarters, possesses an erectile crest of long black hairs running down the centre 

of the back; inhabits for,ests under 
bus es or in scrub jungles; nocturnal 
in habit; preys on birds and small 
mammals, also raids poultry" 

Distribution : Indi,a : Himach,al 
Prad,esh, Sikkim, West B,engal and 
North-eastern states Elsewhere : 
Cambodia, China, Ind.onesia, La.os, 
Ma aysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Conservation status; IWPA: Sch. II, 
Part I i CITES : Appendix II ; CAMP : 
VU (Nationally),DD (Globally). 

Malabar C·vet, Viverra civettina 

arge Indian Civet, V;verra zlbetha 

Apparently similar to the Large ndian Civet in size; head and body length 75-.80 cm; 
but differs from ·t in having naked sole with interdigital webs and a crest of black erectile 
hairs on the back from shoulder to the whole length .of tail; its ground colour yellowish 

and :its hinder portion marked with larg'e 
black spots instead of stripes; yellow rings 
of tail incomplete; endemic to Ind·a; 
inhabits degraded lowland forests and 
occasionally elevated forest tracts; 
nocturnal in habit; feeding habit same as 
that of the Large Indian ,Civet; very 
destructive to the poultry. 

Distribution .: India: Confined to ,coastal 
districts of Ta'mil N,adu, Kerala a d 

• Karnataka. 

Conservation status: IUCN: C'R; IWPA 
: Sch. I~ Part II;RDB : EN; CITES: 
Appendix fiI; CAMP CR. 

N!alabar C vet, Viverra c,lvettlna 

-



• v , 

Smaller than the Large India:n Civet, head and body length 45-60 em; also lacks dorsal 
crest; tawny ,grey or greyish brown with black spots, arranged a most in rows in the 

s--"--'''''''' 

flanks; usually possesses some cross 
bars on the neck; nocturnal :in habit; 
inhabits grass ,and under bushes, also 
found in villages and towns. 

D,;strib,ul;o" : I"dill : Throughout the 
country. Elsew,.tre: Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Con~rotJt;o"stQtlls : IWPA : Sch. It 
Part II; CITES : Appendix III; CAMP 
! L'Rnt (Nationally), DO (Globally), 

Also known as the TIger Civet; the smaUest Indian Viv'errid, head and ll\~y ll'n~th :\5-
40 em; very beautiful in appearance in having rich and fulvo'Us co _oun.-d body with I.'rgt.' 
black spots arran,ged in longitudinal rows,; taU with 8-10 dark rin,~s, ~paralt.~ by l'qU.,1 

number of pale rings; nocturnal in habit; inhabits hill forests from 150 m-1850 m, pn.·ys 
on insects, birds and small mam.mals. 

Spotted Lin n Prlonodon reI# I , r 

Distribution: India :: Sub-Himalayan region in ,the ,North-eastern st,a'~, Sikki'm .,1\,1 
West Bengal. Elsewhere: China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vi,,-tn4ull. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. I, Part I;RDB : EN; CITES : App~ndi)( I; CAMP : Vlt 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 



......... 0 1 C·vet, arad xuru hermaphroditus 

Black or b ackish brown in co our with tong coarse hair, under wool whitish, buff or 
rich yellow, usually possesses a white patch below the eye; head and body length 45-60 c 

- ~ 

cm; inhabits forests and around ~ 
human settlementj nocturnal and ~ 

omnivorous in habitj efficient C 

climber and haunts prey in trees, § 

roofs as well as on ground; ~ 
efficient ratters, feeds on rats, ~ 

~ squirrels, birds and their eggs, ~ 
small reptiles and even frogs ,and 10 

crabsj also having the abit of .. 
,~ 

climbing up palm tree during ~ 
night and drinking toddy from <3 
the pots, fixed by toddy tappers, ~ 

giving its popular name as the f 
Toddy Cat. Common Pa m C·vet, Paradoxurus hermaphroditus 

Distribution: India: Almost throughout the country except desert part of Rajasthan and 
Gujarat and the Himalaya. Elsewhere: Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Sulawesi, Moluccas and Aru Islands. 

Conservation status! IWPA : Sch. I, Part II; CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO (Global y). 

J do's C·ve, arado urus jerdoni 

Body colour deep brown, pattern obscure, giving its another popula name the Brow I 
Palm Civet; head and body length 45-60 em; ta'l proportionately longer and tail tip pale 

e brown; endemic to India; i ab' ts wet op' cal evergreen forests and coffee plantations; 
c5 nocturnal in habit, feeds on 

,Jerdon's P,8 m Civet, Paradoxurus jerdoni 

birds, small mammals, insects 
and even fruitS. 

Distribution : India : Confined 
to forested tracts of Western 
Ghats in Kamataka, Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu_ 

Conservation status :IUCN : 
VU; IWPA ,: Sch. II, Part II; 
CITES : Appendix III; CAMP : 
VU. 



ask al , 
Body colour grey and under parts 'white, underw,ool brownish or grey; he,ad and body 

length 60 em; w:ithout any spot or stripe on its body; possesses white whiskers; facial 

markings comprising usua' ly a white 
band on forehead and nose and another 
beneath the ears passing ov,er the cheeks 
giving its popular name; inhabits forests 
of hills and mountains and takes shelter 
in tree 0 es; nocturnal in habit; 
primarily .fruit~aters; also hunts small 
,animals and birds like other civets. 

Distribution : India: We,stem, Central 
and Eastern Himalaya, North-eastem 
states and Andamanislands. E,lswl,ere 
:. China., Cambodia, Formosa, Indonesia, 
Japan, aos, Malaysia, Myanma'r, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Tibet, 
Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conseroati.on status = 'WPA: Sch. 11., Part II; C,aTES : Appendix 111; CAMP : tRI( 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

I - rctic i bi" ur " 

Body colour black, grizzled with white or buff, giving it a greyish louk; pOSSl~~~ lx'elf­
like long shaggy .,coat ,and tufted ears, givin,g ita popu ar name, the Bear ('at; head 41nJ 
body length 75-90 em; t.ail very long, thick and muS('ularl th:icker at the baSt' and ""loth",\! 
with bristly hair; inhabits dense tropical fores'ts from foot-hills loc,' tl·mpt.lIrcltt.~ n.'Kiun 'Up tt, 
2000 m; nocturnal in habit and feeds on birds, small ma'mmals, inS\.'Cts and fruiC~ . 

Distribution: India: Hills of 
North-eastern states and 
Sikkim. Elsewhere: Bang adesh, 
Bhutan, China, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, N,ep,al, 
Philippines, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA : 
Sch. I, Pa'rt I; ROB : E.N; CITES 
: Appendix III; ,CAMP : DO 
(Nationally & Globally). 

In • Are letl bJnfu 



SaIl-toot ed Pa m Civet, Arctogalidia trivirgata 
Buff-brown in colour; three brown or black longitudinal stripes on its back and median 

white streak on muzzle giving it ,another popular name ,as the 'Three-striped Palm Civ'etj 
a white patch present on ,cbest; head and body length 43.2~53.2 CIn; habitS similar to other 
,civ'ets. 

Distr.ibu.tion : India: North-eastem states. Elsewhere: Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, 
Laos,. Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Co,nservatiQn status: CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Sma I-toothed Palm Civet, ,Arctogatldia trivlrgata 

Fam-Iy E 
ONGOOSES 

Mon,gooses are lang--bodied and short-limbed carnivores having a sharp snout ,and a 
tr,ailing bushy tail. They can be conyeniently differentiated from the civets by the presence 
of small almost semicircular ears which nev'er project ,over head or nape ,and, long dlgging 
claws and in lacking scent glands. In habits also 'mongooses ,are quite diff~rent from 
civets. The mongooses make head long attack on their prey 'while the civets baWlt steal~y 
like the cats and attack their prey by .surprise. 

The ,following 7 species of mongooses occur in India ,of which the Mar,sh Mongoose is 
endemic to this country. 



. r y Mongoos , Herpestes edward ii 

Tawny yellowish .. grey without having any stripe on the side of its neck; fur grizzled 
and coarsei head and body length 45 em, tail also of same length; tip of tail white or 

yellowish red; both diurnal and 
nocturnal; inhabits scrUb Jungles, open 
fields and cuI 'vated .fields; preys on 
rats, mice, snakes, lizards, frogs, insects 
and other s ,all animals. 

Distribution : India : Throu,ghout 
India. Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Bahrain, 
Indonesia, Iran, ~Japan, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and Sri Lanka. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. IV; 

CITES: AppendIX III; 'CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DO '(Globally). 

Ruddy goos I . erpestes S Ii Ii · 

Similar to the Grey Mongoose in length but possesses reddish-brown tinge on head~ 
neck and shoulders; its tip of tail black; its food and habits similar to the those of Gra~' 
Mongoose. 

Stripe-n c ,d o g 0 ' I rp s 
Largest of ,all Asiatic mongooses; head and 

body len,gth 40-55 emi fur grizzled grey, tipped 
with chestnut red; a black neck·striperunning 
from ear to shoulder; inhabits moist forests and 
swampy areasialso found around human 
habitation, frequents swamps and flooded ri'ce 
fields; both d ·urna. and nocturna _;feeds 
primarily on fishes, frogs, crabs, etc.; also known 
to prey on mouse deer, bandicoots and birds. 

D;$,tril1",;O" : ",41M : Delhi in the north# 
Rajasthan in the We5't" West Be.n,gal in tht-' 
east ,and southwards thnlugh East'em and 
Western Ghats ,E/St~,tlf(·'" : Sri Lanka. 

CotrstntQ';Q" 510111$ : IWPA : Sch. IV; 
CITES! Appen,dix III; CAMP: I.R'Ic: 
(Nationally)., DO (Globally'). 
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i tribufi, n : India: Only in W tern Ghat , El ewhe~ : ri L nka 

Conservation statu : IWP : Sch. IV; CA Rnt ( ,ati nally). 

w g ose, e e te bra IS 

' imi ar to th Gr y M n in h _ad and body I ngth, but black', b ovvn· COl u; 
it paw: al 1m t hl~ _ k; h ad and ody II ngth 38 50 em, ta" a , ut twl ~th" d - th 

t tc: 1 body I ngth, considerab y bu hy 
and tap ri t a I ni al pint; inhabit 
mit f rei t; both diurnal and 
n cturnal; f ed on rats, ' ie, bird , 
in ct and oth r mall animals. 

t 
(in K ,_ rna taka , K rala and T _mi Nadu), 

1 ewhere : Ind, n ia, M ,alay ia, 
Philip in , ' ingapor I ri Lanka and 
Vi tnaI,l. 

I on ervati 11 tatu : DC 
IW ; S h. IV; CITES: App _ndi III; 

AMP :VU. 

os , He p 

/ 

Brown Mongo,ose" Herpestes brachyurus 

. 
J II 

Small r mongo as _ a it popular name implies, 35 50 c in total 1 ngth, tail ' horter 
than b dy, fur ft a l d silky; north rn forms darker brwnpeckled w"t go d and d s rt 

Small Ind'an Mongoose, Herpestes javan;cus 

forms pal ; inh,abi t bu he' , 
hedges a d cultivaLd fLlds in 
hole burrowed by itself; both 
diurnal and nocturnal; fe ds on 
rats, mi,ce, snakes, cenf pedes, 
scorpions and insects. 

Distribution India 
Extending fro Gujarat in the 
west, Jammu & Kash ir in 
no th, Andhra Prade h in ' outh 
and north~eastern state in the 
ea t. Elsewhere : Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, 

China,I1d n sial alaysia, Myanmar, epal, Paki tan, ThaHand and Vietnam, ' 1 troduced 
t s v ral c untri s. 

Con erva,tion statu: IWPA : Sch. IV; CAMI' : Ric ( ationally), DD (Globally), 



Cr --ea· g _a ...... ·,."OS , 

Powerfully build mana,goose with 
head and body length 45 .. 50 em; fur 
dusky iron-grey and under fur dark 
brown at base and pale brownish­
yellow ,at tips; a distinctive white 
stripe running from the angle of the 
mouth along each side of neck to 
sh,oulder:s; both diurnal and 
nocturnal; considerably aquatic in 
habit and an efficient swimmer; 
,catches fishes, frogs and crabs from 
water; its popular name coined &o:m 
its crab-eatin,g habits. 

Dis,fribution :: India: ,North-eastem 
states ,and West Bengal. ,Elsewhert : 
China" Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar and 
Nepal, Taiwa'n" Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

Conservat,ion status : IWPA : Sch. 
IV; CITES : Appendix W; ,CAMP : 
VU (Na,tionally), DO (GlobaUy),. 

M 0 goo e, erpe e p lu 
A small sized mangoose; head and body leng,th28.5-36 em; tail about two-third of this 

length; coat rough, coarsely griziled; muzzle black; colour dimorphic having dark and 
light forms; endemic to India; inhabits marshy ,areas infested With reeds; 'both diumcll ,and 
nocturnal; feeds on rats, mice, birds, centipeds, insects and other :small ,animals, 

,Distribution : India : West Bengal. 

Conservation sta,fus : IUCN : EN; IWPA ! Sch. IV; ,CAMP :: EN 



n RS, A_ GERS, ART NS A ,0 

Mustelids possess cylindrical bodies, short limbs and enlarged anal sac. They are 
considerably diverse in morp ologicaland adaptive features,. Some o,f them are aquatic 
,and semi-aquatic while others are terrestrial and p.artly arboreal. Indian mustelids belong 
to 16 species comprising .4 subfamilies, viz., Lutrinae, Melinae, Mellivorinae and Mustelinae. 

Subfa · y U N 
Orr RS 

Genus 3 

Species 3 

Otters are expert swimmers and diveIs among mammals. Their stream-lined and ,almost 
cy "ndrical body, webbed' feet, thick muscular tail, bJoad flattened head, a bristling array 
of rigid whiskers and w,ater-pr,oof ,coat are well suited to cope up with the~ aquatic 
habits. Otters ,are also quite at ease on ground. They primarily feed on fishes, sometimes 
cr,abs, other aquatic crustaceans ,and frogs. Sometimes they haunt birds ,and small mammals 
on land. The following 3 species of otters occur in India. 

Common Ott r, Lutra lutra 
Dusky brown rough coated otter, head and body ength 60-80 ,em; dorsal fur grizzled; 

hairs of uzzle terminate above nose in zigzag line; occurs in rivers, streams ,and hill 
creeks; both nocturnal and diurnal, feeds on fishes and aquatic crustaceous. 

Distribution : India : 
Throughout the Himalaya, 
North-eastem states .. also in 
southern India in A dhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondichery, Kerala and 
Maharastra. Elsewhere : 
Widely distributed in 
Eurasia extending from 
Europe through northern 
Africa to Asia upto Korea, 
Taiwan and Philippines. 

Conservat;,on status : 
IUCN ': VU; IWPA : Sch. I .. 
Part II; CITES : Appendix 
I; CAMP: NE (Nationally), 
DO (Globally). 

'Common Otter, Lutra lutra 



Blackish to rufou.s chocolate 
brown in Icolour, head and body 
length ~80 em; coat smooth as its 
popular name implies; dorsal fur 
not grizzled; hairs of mu.zzle 
terminate in a strai,ght line above 
the naked part of the nose; occurs 
in the plains; found in lakes and 
;streams; both nocturnal and 
diurnal; diet same as that ,of the 
'Common Otter. 

. Distribution : In,dill : Almost 
throughout the country. £,Isewhere : 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, 
Indonesia, Iraq, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Palds~, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IUCN : VU;IWPA : Sch. II, Part II, CITES . Appendix II; CAMP 
: NE. 

Dark brown above and p.aler-below; smaller than the Common and Smooth<Oatc.ad 
Otters; head and body length 45-55 em.; possesses rudime:ntary claws as its popular namllt 

implies; both nocturnal and diuma ; diet same as tha't of other otters, found in rivers. 
streams and hill creeks,. 

m II-cl w 

Dislr'fl,"litl" : 1",Ii" : I-limachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Prade sh, W~sl 
Ben,gal, Bihar, Sikkim, Norlh­
eastern states, Karnataka and 
Kerala. £,~",t"' : 'BanK:lad(-sh, 
Cambodia, China" Indonesia, 
Laos, 'Myanmar, Philippines. 
Taiwan and Vietnam. 

CO,nstrtMtiOfl slalus ! I'UCN : 
LR'nt; RB'D : VU; CIT,ES : 
Appendix 'II, CAMP : NE 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 
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ubfa iy 
HOG AOG R AN - R T ADG 

Genus 2 

Species 3 

Among mustelids bad,gers can be convenient yrecognised by its long projecting snout 
and broad feet with large non-retractile claws. These structures are fitted for digging and 
probe in t e soil. True badgers do not occur in India. Instead, one species ofHQg Bad,ger 
and two :species of Ferret Badgers are found in this country . 

• H g Badge, rc onyx co an 

Badger-like squat body, 
stumpy legs and powerful 
digging claws but its long and 
truncated snout with terminal disc 
and nostrils pi,g-like; head and 
body length 55-70 em; eyes short 
,androWld, tail about one-fourth 
t e length of head and body; 
dorsal colour a mixture of black, 
white and buff and, the underside 
and limbs dusky; pale throat and 
dark shipe ,on cheek differentiates og Badger, Arotonyx collaris 

it from the true bad,ger; frequents stony groWlds or small hills in tropical forests and takes 
shelter in roCky crevices or in hole dug by itself; omnivorus, seclusive and nocturnal. 

Distribution : India : Sikkim,WestBengal and North-eastem states. Elsewhere: China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and 'Tibet. 

Conservation status: IPWA: Sch. I, Part I; RDB : 11<, CAMP :DD (Nationally &t GlobaDy). 

e e ge 
Ferret-"badgers possess long projecting snoutS' and long non"'retractile digging ,claws 

like those of a badger. But the· longer limbs ,and tails, 10 ger ears and a .fine arr:ay of 
whiskers are wease1 .... like. Following ,are the Ferret Badgers distributed in India. 

11 C · E ... _ , ... _ '''''' g , e g 5 
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Ch'"nese Ferret Badger, Melogale moschafa 

General ,appearance as that of a ferret badger 
mentioned earlier; head and body length 40-45 
CUl; colour deep pwplish grey, appearing silver 
gr-ey against light; facial markings, cheeks and 
underparts yellowisb or buffy white; posssses a 
whitish dorsal streak from the crown of the head 
down the middle of the back up to shoulder; 



molar teeth small and narrow crowned giving its another popular name, the smaU...toothed 
Ferret Badger; inhabits tropical and sub-tropical forests, also in grassland; nocturnal in 
habit and ommivorous,feeding on fruits, birds ,and 8'maIl mammals. 

Dis,tribution : India .: North-east India. Elsewhere: Myanmar to Taiwan, China, Laos and 
Vietnam. 

Conservation ,s,tatus :IWPA : Sch. I, Part II; CAMP : EN (Nationally), DO (GlobaUy). 

Resembles the Chinese Ferret Badger closely in body size, ,coloration and general 
appearance, differs only in, dentition and pattern of facial markings; its molar teeth mal8ive 
and wide crowned giving its another popular name, the Large-toothed Ferret Dodger; its 

dorsal 'streak runs from the crown of 
the head up to its tail; its habit, 
habitats and food 'identical to those of 

! the Chinese Ferm Badger. 

aedlger,. ,IfeIOQII'1e I14LtfWC".ra 

, 

oney dger or R I Itt llvo c 

Dislributioll : l"did ':North~a5t 
India and nortbern Wnt B~ngal . 

flstwl'tre : Cambodia, Malays"a, 
Myanmar, Laos, NepaL Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

,CoII$('rPtItion s,f4lllL't ; IWPA ! Sch~ I, 
Part I; CAMP : VU <NationaUy). DO 
(GlobaUy). 

I 

Genus 1 

Species 1 

The only :species of the genus Mtllittont; 
its body heavily build, head and body 
'Ien,gth ~" em, legs and taU relatively 
short, ears short and snout blunt; fetat broad 
with strong claws; its upper parts fn)m thlt 
top of the head to the base of the tall vlaryinK 
from grey to pale yellow or whitish" 
underparts from fa~ to tail dark bnlwn (.lr 
black; its colour pattern rnak(.. it distin\: "'l'; 
inhabits deserts and dry deciduous f\)n.'St~, 
prefers hilly broken country ,and bank uf 
streams; nocturnal in habit; omnivonnls hut 



principally a flesh-eater; resemb es a bear in ga' t and movement, also in the habit of 
digging holes on forest floor ,and sandy beds of rivers and in climbing trees. 

Distribution :: India : Almost ,throughout the country e~cept North~ast India, Jammu & 
Kashmir and Weste, Ghats,. Elsewhere : Afghanistan~ Arabia, Ethiopea, Iraq, Iran, Morocco, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Palestine, CIS countries, South Afric,a and Turkmenia. 

Conseroation status : IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; RDB : II<; CAMP: Rnt ( atio a y), 
DO (Globally). 

,ubfa · y MUST N 
ASE SAD Po CAT 

Ma e s 

Genus 2 

Species 9 
Endemic species 1 

Amongst mustelids martens are recognised by their onger snout, large upstanding 
ecu;s, longer limbs andonger tail. 

They are agUe on trees but c umsy on ground. Three species of martens occur in India, 
of whic one species, the Nilgiri Marten. Martes gwatkinsi is endemic to India. 

-e ,Martes foina 

Beech __ arten, Martes loins 

Also called the Stone Marten; body 
slender, head and body length 25-45 em, 
limbs moderately long, tail ,about half the 
length of head and body, upper parts 
almost uniformly drab or slaty brown, 
throat white to p ,aie yel ow; usually 
iIihabits above the tree line above 1500 
m in the temperate and ,a pine zones of 
the Himalaya; lives in forests as well ,as 

. . on barren lands; diurnal in habit and 
omnivorous; haunts birds and squirrels 
on trees and mouse hares, voles and 
lizards on ,ground; ,also takes nuts, fruits 
and honey. 

Dtstribution : .lnd'ia : Jammu & 'Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh andUttaranchal. Elsewhere 
! Afghanistan, Altai Mountains, Asia Minor, Belgium, Bosnia, CIS oountires, China, Crete, 
Denmark, France, Germany, 'Holland, Islands of Corfu, Italy, Iral\ Mane uria, MongoUa, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Polland, Rhodesia, Spain, Switzerland, Syria and nb~t. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. il, Part D; CITES: Appendix m, CAMP : DO (Nationally 
& Globally).. 
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Yellow-t oated a t n, Martes flavi I,la 
Larger than the Beech Mar,ten; head and body length 45~5 em; taU about th~~fO'urth 

C?f that length; upper :side variegated with deep brown, black ,and y,eUow; yellow of tht.' 
·throat becomes prominent by dark bands running down the nape, giving its popular 
name; occurs in the foot hi Is of the 
Himalaya; diurnal in habit and 
omn'vorous; d-ets similar to that of 
the Beech M,arten. 

Distribution India : From Jammu 
& Kashmir to North-eastem India,. 
El,sewhere : CIS ,countries, China, 
South east Asian countries, 
Indonesia, Korea ,and 'Taiwan. 

Conservation ,status : IWPA : Sch­
I, Part II; CITES : Appendix III.; 
CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO 
(Globally) . 

Nilgiri Marten, Martes glvatki" , ; 
Largest of Indian 'm,artens; head and body length 50-65 em; mor~ or l-~S sinlil.l,r h.l til,,' 

YeUow-throated M,arten in size and color,ation; upper side dar'k brow'n fnlm hta,cld tu rump 
and fore-quarters almost reddish; endemic to this country; inhabits ~rassJ,andl de\."iduous 
and evergreen forests, diurnal in habit and ,omnivorous; diets similar 10 oth('r 'Indian 
martens,. 

Dis,tributio,n : India ! Confined t,o theWes'tem Ghats. 

Conservation status : IUCN: VU; IWPA : Sch. II, Part II; CITES App .... nJi' III; 
CAMP: VU. 

Wi t In , 



The distinctive characters of weasels are their stream-lined body, flattened head, small 
ears, short abrupt snout and, short legs and taiL Five species of weasels and the only 
polecat, the Tibetan Polecat, Mustela putorius occur in Ind ·,a. The po ecat differs from 
weasels mainly in coloration. 

ou ta· Wease_, Mustela altaica 

Possesses genera characteristics of weasels; sandy yellow above, paler yellow below; 
head and body length 22 28 em, paws white; ,occurs in upper Himalaya above 2000 m 

IMountaln Weasel, Mustela altalcs 

S -be · a Weasel, Must,ela sibirica 

,altitude; nocturnal and crepuscular 
in habit; preys on mice, voles, birds 
,and lizards. 

Distribution : India: 'Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal and 
Sikkim. Elsewhere : China, CIS 
countries, Korea and Mongolia. 

Conseroa,tion status : IWPA : Sch. 
II, Part II; CITES : Appendix III; 
CAMP : DO '(N,ationaIly & Globally). 

Bright foxy red to dark cJtocolate in colour without any sharp contrast between upper 
and under parts; head and body length 25-30 em; paws dark; occurs in the Himalaya; 
inhabits forests, open grass and scrub at altitude 1500-5000 m; takes shelter in rocks, tree 
hollows, burrows of other animals; nocturnal but hunts during day; also pr-eys rats, mice, 
birds and reptiles. 

Distribution : India · From 
Kashmir to North-eastem states 
within Indian limit. Elsewhere : 
U ran mountains, Siberia, 
Russia, Bhutan, Chin,a, Korea, 
Indonesia, Japan, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Thailand, Taiwan a d 
Tibet. 

Conserva.tion status : IWP A : 
Sch. II, Part IIj CITES : 
Appendix III; CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally), DD (Globally). Siberian Weasel, /duBte/1T ,sib/rica 

...... 
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Upper parts dark chocolate brown, underparts sharply contrasting with dt.~p yellow; 
head and body length ~27 ,em; paws dark like the Siberian Weasel; occurs in 'the Himalaya; 
inhabits temperate and evergreen forests; nocturnal in habit; diet same as that of the 
Siberian Weasel. 

Distribution : India· From Kashmir 
to North-eastem India. Elsewhere: 
Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanma'r, 
Nepal ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. 
II, Part II; CI'TES : Appendix 11(; 
CAMP : DO (Nationally). 

~ Ilow-bellied W I 
Mu te" bthl. h 

H-malaya Sto t, us tela 
Small weasel; head and body length 17-22 em; body colour va'riable, in summ(-r chestnut 

or reddish brown above and white below but in winter colour entirely whi1te; tail tip 'b1a('k 
throug out the year; inhabits alpine and temperate forests above 3000 m; feeds on small 
rodents, birds, lizards, frogs ,and even insects. 

Distribution: India : Jammu &t Kashmir (near Ladakh). E,'~"" .. n· : Europe fnlm An1ic. 
south to Pyrenees and Alps including Birtish Isles, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, CIS rountires, 
Denmark, Fr,ance, ,Germany, Holland,h~land, Norway, 'Poland, Swit7~rL1nd, Swt.-dt.tn, 
Scandinavia and South America; also Afghanistan, A'igeria, China, Japan, Mongulia ,and 
Pakistan. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; ROB : IK; CITES : Appendil( IU; C AMI) : DI) 
(NationaUy &t Globally). 

1m 'v. n StOltt Mu " rmln 



Bac ·-s · p d Weasel, Mustela strigidorsa 
Dark brown in colour but upper lips, cheeks, chin a d throat pale yellow; head and 

body length 25-32 em; .a narrow whitish stripe down the middle of the back and another 

Back-striped Weasel, Afustela strig.idorsa 

shipe from chin to abdomen make it distinctive; occurs in the Himalaya between 1200-
2100 m altitude; inhabits te perate fores~; general habits and diet same as · other Indian 
Weasels. 

Distribution: India: Siiddm and North-eastem India. Elsewhere. China, Laos, Myanmar, 
Nepal and Thailand. 

Conservation status: IUCN : VU; CAMP : DD (Nationally). 

Tib tan ca', Mustela putorius 
Dark brown in colour, hah-s dark-tipped, long and loose; underfur pale yellow; head 

and body length 35-45 CDl.; legs black, darker than the back, area between eye and ear 

Tibetan Polecat, .Mus'ela putorius 

silvery white, possesses a black 
mask across its eye and forehead; 
nocturnal in habit; preys on 
marmots, mouse ares and 
.ground birds. 

Distribution: India: inhabitants 
of temperate fo~ests of the TIbetan 
p ateu. and e ters Jammu &: 
Kashmir 'within Indian limit. 
Elsewhere : TIbet. 

Conservation status : IWPA : 
Sch. ll, Part lli CITES ! Appendix 
m,CAMP: DO. 



Bears are instantly ~ecognised by 
their big head, smaIl eyes, rounded ears, 
heavy body carried on its massive 
thickset limbs and very short, almoft 
invisible tail. 

The 'P,anda which is now pla(86 
under the same family wi,th bears .. 
squat heavy body, round head, shon 
limbs and plantigrade gait like bears. 
But its long-tail, thickly covered mat of 
hairs on its pad and glandu ar s~c 
surr,ounding its ,anus conveniently 
differentiat'e it from the bear. Four 
species of be,ars and one species of 
Panda ,occur in India. 

, 
Handsome animal having woolly ('oat of 

bnght chestnut colour; head and body length 55· 
60 cm; possesses rounded head # large pointed 
ears, short muzzle and legs with hairy sole and 
retractile ,claw's; its tail long and fluffy, ringt'd 
with light and dark ,chestnut bands; und ... rsidt.­
and leg:s black, face and lower ft.~t \\0 hih.-; ., 
vertical red stripe present fn)m lay ... a ttl thta gaflt.-; 
inhabits temperate forests al altit'udt.-s 1,500 .. 3500 
m; arboreal and crepuscular in habit ft't'\Js on 
vegetable matters like sprouts of b'lmbuu# fruits* 
roots, t .tc., and also inseets. 

Distrib'~tiolr : I"dia : Arunachal Pradt~h4 Sikkim 
and Darj,eeling district in West 8enRal. E]:;.c·"·'f~n" 
: China, Myanma'r and Nepal. 

COlfseroatioIJ stahls : IUCN : EN; IWI'A : '~h. 

1, Part I; RO'8: EN; CITES: Append'i); 'I; CAMP 
! VU (Nationally), 0 '0 (G'lobally),. 



M y e 

Chocolate brown or b ackishin colour, 
small in size, coat short and coar~, short 
muzzle and well developed pale or dusky 
claws; head and body length 00 ... 140 em; a 
white, pale ,orange coloured V-shaped 0 U­
shaped patch present on its chest; both 
diurnal and nocturnal; found in t e hilly 
telTain; primarily frugivorous, also feeds on 
insects, animals and birds. 

Distribu,fion : India : North-eastem India, 
south of the Brahmaputra river. Elsewhere : 
China, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam. 

laya us 

IMalayan Sun ear, Helarctos; malayanus 

Conservation s,tatu5 : WeN: DD; IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; RDB : EN; CITES: Appendix I; 
CAMP : DD (Nationcilly '& Globally). 

rsus retos 

Heavier build, coloration usually dark brown without having any clear ,chest , arking; 
known as the argest living carnivore, but Indian subspecies smaller, about 170 em in total 
length; nocturnal in habit; usually inhabits the grassy slopes above tree line dose to the 
snow and hibernates during winter or reainin torpid condition; .lives on young sprouts 
of grass, wild fruits, insects, rats ,and sometimes large animals. 

Distribution : India : Higher elev.ation of North ... westem Himalaya in Jammu &; Kashmir 

and Himac al Pradesh. 
Elsewher:e : Afghanistan, Albania, 
Asia Minor, Austria, Bulgar' a, 
Ch· na, CIS countires, C'entral 
Asia, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, ltally, 
Iran, Japan, Korea, Manchuria, 
Mongolia, North America., 
Nepal, P.akistan, Palestine, 
Poland, Romania, Scandinevia, 
Siberia, Syr' a, Sweden, 
Switzer and and Tibet. 

'Conservation status : IWPA ,: 
Sch. I, Part I; ROB: EN; CITES 
: Appendix I; CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Brown ear, Ursus arctos 



r, Ursu 

So e I 

. 

Glossy black with white, yellow ,or buffV-shapc.-d 
chest mark on glossy black chest~ fur which it is 
ca lied the Moon Bear; head and body len,~th 140-
170 em; smoother coat~ black claws and much short 
hairs differenta'te 'i't frum the Sloth lX'a'r; found in 
forested hills; excellent swimmtJ'r and e)('~rt c:limbt.·r; 
both diurnal and nocturnal; fet.~s .on fruits, bt!rrit;as, 
honey, insects specially termitt.~ and bttt.ttle larV~ll· 

and 'sometimes raids ,eu tiv,ation; :most carniv,oruu...; 
among bears, may kill goatst .sh\.~'P and largt.'r caUIt.· . 

Distribution: I,,,lia : Jammu & Kclshmir, IIi~ll·hal 
Pradesh, Uttarancha I Sikkim, I orthl·m Wt.tSl fktnKal 
and North-eastem statl:-s. E'St~t/'t·rr : Af~h.ani..';ltan~ 

Chlna~ Formosa, Indo-China, Japan, Kurecl, 14ltlU~, 

Manchuria, Myan:mar, Nepal, Pakist.ul, Siberi&l~ 
Taiwan, Thailand and 'Vietnam. 

CQn~nJQli()" stal'lS : IUCN : VU; Cll'E..~ : App .. -ndi" 
J; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), Dl) (Glub~llly) . 

"' '"'' 
Body covered with long, coarse, shaggy black hair, having elon,gatt.ad gn-y 'Snout.; whit • 

or cream coloured V-shaped mark over its chest and ivory claw; head and budy-It.angth 
14().160 em; both· diurnal and nocturnal; inhabits rocky fOA.-sted hills clost· to wat'lar; 
omnivorous, feeds on fruits, flowe:rs, tubers, honey, insects specially lermit(.-s. 

Distribution: India: Throughout India from the llimalayan foot hills ,to southe:mmnst 
region, except arid region of Rajasthan and Gujarat. E/~I,t'rr : Sri Lanka . 

Conservation ,status: IUCN : VUi IWPA : Sch. I, Part ~ CITES : Appendix I; CAMP : VU 
( . 0 , n By I D . 1 ). -



Order CE AC A 

The cetaceans are aquatic mammals and include wales, do p . s and porpoises. 
Excep ' I g one species, all of them are marine and inhabit oceans and seas, estuaries and 
tidal creeks, The only freshwater inhabiting ,cetac~a in India is the Ganges River Dolphin 
which occurs in the riv,er systems of the IGanga and the Brahmaputra. Cetaceans ~ 
hav' . g fusiform body, a pair of pectotaI flippers and a horizontally compressed tail fluke 
with 0 without ,a notch in the 'ddle. They ,are lung breathers and the· nostrils are 
placed much above the extre tty of snout. These mammals come to w,ate~ surface for 
breathing. 

The popular name "whale' is given to the lar,ge cetaceans w . c 0 maturity attain the 
body length of five metre or more, The small cetaceans having sle der body and beak­
like snout are named as dolphins and the cetaceans of similar body size with stocky body 
,and blWlt snout are ,called porpoises, However, such demarcation' naming the cetaceans 
is not always fo owed, 

'The cetaceans may be toothed or tooth~less. The former is included in the suborder 
Odontoceti, members of which possess teeth in one or both sides of the jaws,. The toothless 
whales belong to the suborder Mysticeti which have balee, plates instead ,of teeth. These 
plates aid in s'eving the sea planktons during their feed' ,g. Mention is to be made here 
"that the largest rving ,animal spec'es of the world, the B 'ue Whale is a baleen whale. 
Interestingly, this species as well as the largest toothed whale, the Killer Whale ,ar'e found 
in Ind' an waters. As many as 28 species of cetaceans have been reported so far from 
Indian waters. 



The Mysticetes are tooth-less whales whose teeth are replaced by numerous keratinous 
baleen plates which project from upper jaw ,and act as filter. There ,a're two rows of plates# 
one on each side of the mouth. These plates hang at right angles to the longitudinal axis 
of the head. In Indian water 7 species ,of Baleen Whales belonging to tw,o families hav,e 
been reported so far. 

2 

2. 

The members of this family are characterised by the presence of throat and chest 
furrows, small head" tapering pectoral fin and# shorter and less flexible baleen. These 
whales are large in size and migrate seasonally between cold and warm water. Six species 
o.f 'Rorquals have been reported from lnclian waters. 



B e I Ba aenoptera m scu us 

The largest liv' g animal species of the world, body length .20-27 ll\, maximum body 
length reported up to ,34 m and weight 152 tonnes; body bluish grey above, mottled with 
white, head U ... shaped from above, having a ridge on it; baleen plate characteristically jet 
black, 60-100 parallel pleats present on throat and chest; primarily feeds onkriIl, amphipods 
and copepods, sieved throuth its baleen plates. 

Blue Whalle, Bataenoptera musculus 

A separate population of the Blue Whale is found' in northern Indian ocean (including 
Indian w,aters) tlwoughoutthe year and recognised as a separate subspecies, Baklenoptera 
musculus brevicQuda, popular y called e Pygmy Blue Whale. 

Distribution : India : Off east and west coasts and washed ashore in Kamataka, 
Maharastra, Gujar,at, 'Tamil Nadu, Kerala ,and Andhr,a Pradesh. Elsewhere :: Worldwide; 
occurs in all the seas, prefers cold 'water and open seas and migrates towards tropics in 
winter. 

Conservation status :: IUCN: EN; IWPA : SCh. ll, Part Ii CITES: Appendix Ii CAMP : 
CR (Nationally), DO (Globally) . 

• W a I B laenoptera ph salus 

The second largest Whale after the Blue Whale; average body length ,about 20m and 
maximum body length recorded 26-m; dark grey to blackiSh above with no mottling; 
underneath white; right baleen plates white, left baleen plates grey, fringes coarse and 
dull white; food similar to that of the Blue Whale. 

Fin Whale" B,.'.e,nopte,rs physslus 



·Distribution : lnditl : Indian ocean off east and west coasts of lndia; washed ashore in 
Gujarat, Maharastra, Goa, Kamataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. 
Elsewhere : Wo.rldwide;migrates from temperate waters to ,tropics in winter. 

Conservation status :IUCN : EN; IWPA : Sch. II, Part I; CITES : Appendix I; CAMP : 
LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally) . 

• 1 op era 
Medium sized ·Whale, body length 13-18 m, bluish grey above with oy·oid white spots 

.and white below, head V-shaped having a single ridge on it; baleen plates grey, fringes 
silky, curly and white; usually occurs far from shore; food similar to that of other Rorquals. 

Distribution : IndiA : Reported off east coast and washed asho~ in west coast of India 
in Kerala and Gujarat. Elsewhere : Worldwide, found in temperate waters, migrates to 
subtropical walters in winter. 

,Conservation stlltus : ruCN ; .EN; IWPA : Sch.. II, Part I, CITFS : Appendix I; CAMP : 
LRnt(Nationally), DD (GlobaDy). 

Bryd ' 
.Medium sized ·Whale, body length 12·16 m, dark grey above and whitish below; head 

V-shaped having three p:rominent ridges; baleen plates slaty grey, fringes roane, stiff and 
thick; occurs in tropical and warm temperate waten, food similar to that of other Rorquals. 

Distribution : India : Reco:rded off both east and west coasts of India from Tamil Nadu. 
Kerala and Maharastra. Elsewhere: Between 400 N and 400S atitudes in tropical and warn, 
temperate waters, both ,off ,and close to the shore. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch,. H, Part I; CITES: Appendix J; CAMP : lRnt (Nationally). 
DO (Globally). . 



Minke Wha e, Balaenoptera acutorostrata 
Smallest of the Rorquals, body length 6.5-10.5 m, dark grey to black above, white 

below ,and pale grey areas on sides; pectoral flippers ,oblong, having a broad white band 
on it; baleen plates whitish to dark grey, fringes yellowish white anteriorly or dark grey; 
food similar to that of other Rorquals. 

inke 'Whale Balaenoptera ac,utorostrata 

Distri,lmtion : Indill : Reported from the Bay of 'Bengal in Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu. Elsewhere : Worldwide; ocrurs in temperate and po ar waters, migrating 
towards equator and :sometimes towards tropics in winter. 

Conseroation status: meN: LRnt; IWPA : Seh. H, Part I; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP 
:LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Hump-back Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae 
Medium sized Whale, body length 11.5-16 m, black above, white on throat, breast and 

pectoral flippets; 'head short and broad; irregular knobs and protuberances found on head 
and flippers, pectoral flippers very long, largest of any cetacean, about one-third the 
length of head and body, expanse of tail fluke also about the one-third of head and body 
length; baleen short, broad and blackish. 

Hump .. back Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 

Distribut,ion : India: Reported from Gulf of Mannar and off west coast of India. Elsewhere 
:: Occurs in all oceans and adjoining seas of the world. 

Conservation status : IUCN ! VU; Sch. II, Part I, CITES.' Appendix I; CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (Globally).. 



Members of this family are called the Right Whales refering to the consideration of 
earlier days that they are the "right" or best kind of whales to haunt because they are 
slower in movement and often come close ,to land. Three species of the Right Whales are 
found in the world. Only one species of Right Whales is :reported from India:n waters . 

..ll 
Medium sized, head and body length 15.'18 m, black in colour~ anterior part of lower 

jaw cream coloured, beUy occasionaUy with white patches, junction of body and tail 
sometimes grey; baleen plates considerably large in vertical length and blac,k in (olou,r; 
feeds on zooplanktons primarily comprising of euphausiids, copepods and free..swimming 
molluscs (pteropods). 

Distribution : India : Reported off Gujarat coast in Indian waters. £1St'W1inr : Northern 
hemisphere; an an:tic species, seldom occurs south of about 45°N; stray n..-rords in Japan, 
Gulf of St. Lawrence and Massachusetts,. 

Conseroation status : CITES : Appendix 'I. 

The toothed Whales reported so far from Indian waters belo:ng to 'S famili\~ and 21 
:spedes. 

2 

3 

5. 

The Whales of the families Physeteridae and Ziphlidae have functional t~th only on 
,the lower jaw while those of the remaining families, namely, Platanistidae, Dlalphinida\­
and Phocoenidae possess functional teeth on both the jaws. 



v IN 

This family mcludes six species throughout the globe. Out of these, only one species 
occurs in the India. 

Small cetaceans, head and body length 1..7 2.5 , fusiform body, slaty to shooty black 
:in colour, older mdividuals possess 'ghter patches on sides; forehead rising steeply and 
pliO onged into a long and compressed beak, each side oftbe beak ,adorned with 27-32 
teeth; dorsal fin low and ridge-like; only true freshwater cetacea in India. 

Distribution : India : River systems of the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. Elsewhere : In 
Ganga, Brahmaputra and Meghana river systems o.f Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; RDB : VU; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP . CR 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Ganges iver Dolphin, Platanista ganget;ca 



As many as 14 species under this family have been reported from Indian waters. Except 
the ,genus Grampus, an the other delpbinids are having functional teeth in both the jaws. 

, 
A colourful cetacea, slender bodied, total length 1.'1·2.5 m, body dark grey to black 

above, beUy whitish, sides with bands ,and stripes of grey, yellow or white; a narrow weD 
defined beak demarcated from the forehead by a deep V-shaped groove; dorsal fin taU 
with a pointed tip; most conspicuous marine mammal 'in lndia'n waters; a pow,erfuJ 
swimmer, probably the swiftest ,of an cetaceans; subsists mainly on fishes and cephalopods. 

D'istribution : India : OH-shore and open 
water of the east and west coasts and around 
Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep 
islands. Elsewhere: Worldwide; from warn 
temperate to tropical waters in coastal water 
and offshore. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. II, Part 
I; CITES : Appendix II; CAMP ': LRnt 
(Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Body bluish grey above, paler below without any distinct pattern; total length 2·'2.75 
m; possesses a bulging forehead, downwardly pointed mouth and everted Ups; dorsal fi:n 
sho~, blunt at the tip; occurs in coasta water and ocean, prefen inshore water and 
estuaries; primarily feeds on fishes, crustaceans a:nd ce:phalopods. 

Distribution : India : East coast, estuaries of Krishna and Ganga and in the ChUb lake 
(Orissa). Elsewhere :: 'From 'Bay of Bengal through Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia to 
Northern Australia; also in large -rivers, viz. Irrawady and Mekong. 

Conservation status :lUCN : OD;IWPA : Sch. I, 'r ,art I; ROB : II<; CITES : Appendi. I; 
CAMP: N (NationaUy), DO (Globallyl. 



Bolt e- osed Dol hin, Tursiops truncatu5 

A stout dolphin, total body length 2.3-3.8 m; upper part dark grey or slaty blue, 
pinkish ash-grey below, fins and flukes darker; a short well defined beak separated from 
the forehead by a groove, resembling the top of an old-fashioned gin bottle, giving its 
popul,ar name. 

Bott e-nosed Dolphin, TUrslops truncatus 

Distribution: India : Bay.of Bengal and Arabean sea off Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala. Elsewhere: Worldwide; occurs primarily in temperate ,a d tropical wate,rs, 
mostly in coastal w,aters, often ,in bays and lagoons. 

Conservation status: IUCN: DD; IWPA: Sch. II, Part I; CITES: Appendix II, CAMP: 
LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

rase's 01 i, Lagenodelphis hosei 

A dark grey dolphin with white underparts, total length 2.3 2.6 m; a broad dark grey 
stripe running between eyes and anus and a white stripe lying on it; possesses a short and 
indistinct beak and a large, triangular dorsal fin with pointed tip; also called the Short­
snouted Whitebelly Dolphin, based on its extemalfeature. 

Distribution: India: Recorded from the Bay of Bengal. Elsewhere: Occurs in tropical and. 
warm w,aters around the w,orld including Sri Lanka, Bo,rneo, Taiwan and the Philippines. 

Conservation status: IUC,N : DO. 

Fraser's Dolphin, L8genodelphl. hos.' 



Light to dark grey above with p,aler underparts, Ups, chin ,and belly 'white; body 
traversed with irregular grey to almost white streaks, probably healed scars; t,otal length 
2.6-3.8 m, beak lackin,g; forehead rising almost vertically from the tip of the upper jaw; 
no teeth' upper jaw in adults,. 

Distribution: .lndilt : Reported off Tamil Nadu and Kerala coasts. EISt!u,ht'n' : Worldwide; 
in tempe~ate and tropical ocea'RS and adj10ining seas. 

Conservation status: IUCN : 00. 

, 
A long low hump on back, topped with short dorsal fin usually found i:n adults, giving 

its popular name;.some forms lack the hump and possess long dorsal fin; totallen~th 2.4· 
3.2 m; a tong beak and a bu dging forehead differentiate it fnlm the Cummlln [)olphin; 
body colour variable, b~own-grey above and paler below; some population 'whi'tish, 

Distribution : Ind,i/l ': Rec()rded off both the east and west coasts of ,India and Andaman 
islands. Elsewhere . From South .Afric,a through Indian subC'ontine:nt and Indonesia h.l 

southern China and Australia (Queensland); occurs in coastal and inshore waters and 
frequents mangroves. 

Conservation status: IUCN : DO; CITES -: Appendix I. 

Indo- elf e Hump-b e d olp I , '_ ou hln n I 



Steno bredanen is 

Body dark ,grey to blackis above, lips and underparts white, pale ,or yellowish bloChes 
on sides; total length 2.2 .. 2.6 m; forehead slopes evenly into a long slender beak, not 
sharply demarcated from head; surface of the teeth roughened and furrowed by vertical 
ridges ,and wrinkles. 

Rough .. toothed Dolp in, Steno bredanensis 

Distribution : India : Found around Nicobar is ,ands. Elsewhere : Worldwide, found 
mainly in tropical and subtropical waters. 

Conservation status :: IUCN :: DO; C TES : Appendix II. 

St ·ped Do · , Stenella coeruleoalba 

Medium sized dolphin, total length 1.8-2.6 mi body dark grey to bluish grey, underparts 
white, sides light grey; one black stripe runs ,from ,each eye to the pectoral fin and another 
back stripe from each eye to the anus; possesses a distinct short thick beak. 

DistribuHon : India : Reported off east and west coasts. Elsewhere : Found off shore in 
most tropical and warm temperate waters; known hom South Africa, ,eastern tropical 
Pacific, Western N,orth Pacific, MeditelTanean and Red sea. 

Conservation s,tatus ': IUCN : LRcd; CITES : Appendix ll. 

,Str ped Dolphin. St.nel,. coeruleoalbtl 



Medium sized dolphin, total length 1.8--2.5 m, dark grey above, greyish in the middle 
and whitish underparts, body extensively spotted, pale spots on dark background above 
and sprinkling of dark spots on whitish background below, possesses a 'short a,nd thick 
beak; a black shipe runs from beak to the pectoral fin; ,a portion of rostrum and lower jaw 
white. 

Distribution ,: India: Reported from the Bay of Bengal off Wes'l Bengal (Sundarbans) and 
'''1'' __ ;:1 N' d, rl' ewh re· W ' Id· 'd . & ' d' '. • I db · ,· ' I w 'both , I UUIW _ a .. u. &;, S .. e . . or .WI e. ,oun m troplca an su troplca alers _ . _ . coasta 
and offshore. 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRcdi CITES : Appendix II. 

p ............. _ ... 
Medium sized dolphin, total length 1.7-2.4 mi body dark grey above, light grey on the 

sides and ,creamy white below, body stre,am~lined, not spotted, beak ,long and nanuw, 
:separated from the forehead by a prominent not,eh, ,8 g:rey stripe runs from eye 10 nipper. 

Distribution: lndin : Reported off east and west coasts of Indiafmm Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, Gulf of Mannar, Kerala,Kamataka, Maharastra and Lakshadweep. ['$('fl"''-", : 
Worldwide; occurs in tropical waters. 

Conservation status : IUCN : LRcd; IWPA : Sch. II, Part I; CITES : Appt-ndix I; C AMI' 
: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

' pin r Dolphin Ion lro t " 



Me 0 - ead d Wha e, Peponocephala electra 
Body long and ,slim, total le1l,gth 2.1.;2.7 ; upper parts black, white blaze mark in 

pectorial region and belly; beak lacking; forehead rounded, curving steeply from anterior 
tip of rostrum to the blowhole ,and sli,ghtiy ov,erhanging the lower jaw, a dark cape runs 
across its back. 

elon-headed Whale, Peponocephtfla electra 

Distn'bution : India ': Reported from the Bay ,of Bengal off Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
daman islands and Lakahadweep. Worldwide, in tropical and subtropical waters. 

Conserotltion sta,fus : IWPA : Sch. II, Part I; CITES: Appendix .11; CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally),DD (Giobally). 

Ki er Whale, Orcinus orca 
Largest member of the Dolphin family, total length 5~9.8 m, body blackish abov~, 

·ght grey behind the dorsal fin ,and w·te below formlng a bidant posteriorly; a white 
tch behind e . . dan b , . tchb bin·· d d ·aI fin· bl tl . ded t d °d pa _ _ _ yes an _ _._ 0 , _ scure pa . e . . ors ., un y ,roun snou " evo} 

of beak; possesses high, erect an4 large dorsal fin and broadly oval pectoral flippers, ost 
fonnidable of all aquatic mammalian predators; virtually all oceanic cetaceans, pinnipeds, 
penguins, sea birds, sea turles and fis es constitute its food. 

Killer Wale" Orclnus orcs 

Dis,tribution : India: 'Recorded off east coast (off Tamil Nadu), west coast <off GUJarat> 
and around Andaman & Nicobar and Laskbadweep islands. Elsewhere : Cosmopolitan, 
occurs in all oceans, most common in Arctic and Antarctic waters. 

Conservation status: IUCN :: LRcd; CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



Smaller than the l<ilIerWhale, total ),ength 3.,5-5;9 m; long slender body, head 'taperi:ng, 
no distinct beak although snout projecting slightly beyond the tip of lowe'r jaw; body 
uniformly dark in colour, white on the chest, backwardly curved dorsa fin and tapering 
flippers. 

Distribution : India : Reported off both east and w'est roas'ts and anlund Andaman and 
Nicobar islands. ElStWhere : Worldwide, in all temperate and tropica ~ans and seas. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. 0, Part I; CITES: Appendix I; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), 
DO (Globally).. 

Body long and slender, black above, a white ,area on throat and a pale patch un dursal 
.fin; length 3 .. 6-6.1 m; bulbous forehead and protruding lip lik~ the ·M",lon-.. eadl-d What..-; 
a notch present between forehead and snout. 

Distribution: India: Reported from the Bay of Bengal and Hugli River mouth# .tlsu 'n'm 
GUlf ·of Mannar ,and off Maharastra in the west coast. EISt~l"'(·rt· : Worldwide, ,~~,\'"U", in 
w.armtemperate and tropical waters. 

Conservation sta,tus : IUCN :: LRcd; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DO (GlubaUyl 

hort· ' nn d Ilot h • 



Fa ily IDA 
o pos S 

Only one spec',es of porpoise occurs in Indian waters. 

8 ac es Po_ o· e, Neophocaena phocaenoides 
Small sized ,cetacean, 1.4-1.8 m in total length; body colour pale grey with bluish tinge 

on back and sides, pale underparts; abruptly rising forehead, :no beak ~d no dorsal fin 
as its popular name signifies; occurs in coastal 'water and estuaries; feeds on squids, 
shrimps and small fishes. 

Back F'nless ol1poise, Neophocaens phocaenoldes 

Distribution : India: East and west coasts of India and Lakshadw~p ,and reported from 
the Hugli estuary in West Bengal. Elsewhere: C,oastal waters and estuaries from the Persian 
Gulf throu,gh Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar to South~ast Asia, north 
to China, Korea and Japan. 

Conservation status : IUCN : DD; ROB ,: IK; CITES ,: Appendix I; CAMP : LRnt 
(Nationally), DD (Globally). 

am y Y 

'The members of this family 
are popularly t,ermed Sp'erm 
Whales as ' they possess 
spermaceti organ in their head. · 
'Their underslung low'er jaw is 
shorter than the upper one ,and 
·studded with te'ethwhile the 
upper jaw is devoid of any tooth. 
Three species of Sperm Whales 
,ar'e found in Indian waters,. 

Sp RM A S 



A PREDela'. 

'The largest toothed~whale, 10-1,8 m in head and body length; head enormous, squarish~ 
about one-third size of the body containing a large organ filled with spermaceti; colour 
of the body grey to dark bluish grey, its face, lips and elly may be paler or ",'hitish; JO'"·~r 
jaw considerab y slender, studded with strong conical teeth; no dorsal fin but nn\' of 
humps present on the posterior half of the back up to the tail; feeds primarily on 
cephalopods ,and fishes, 

DistribuUon : India : Reported around Andaman and ,Nkobar islands" l"lkshad\\'l't.-P 
and off east and west coasts of ndia from Pondilch~ry, Tamil :Nadu, Kt.'rala, M.lhardstra 
and Gujarat. Elsewhe~e . n all oceans and adjoining seas of the "'arid; luund in dl-ep 
waters. 

CQn,seroa,t;on status: IUCN: VU; IWPA : Sch, t, Part I, ,CITES : Appendi ,I; (' AMI) : 
LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally), 

w rf __ 1"- 1 , 

Smaller than the sperm whale and having spermaceti organ in ll.l.,d .1S its p(apulJr 
name signifies; total length 2,1-2.7 m; bulbous forehead and under s ung 1(l\\·~rj" l\\· studdl-d 
with teeth, no teeth on upper jaw; body dark grey ,above, 'W itish ~Io, .. · and ~ln~sh,"fX.J 

white marks on sides of head; dorsal fin longer, located at anterior half n' th,,- l'\.ll·~ ; 

primar'Iy feeds on squids and sometimes crustaceans and fish(,~ . 



Dis,tribution : India : Recorded from watetS off both ,east and west coasts. Elsewhe11e : 
Worldwide, in tropical and temperate oceans. 

Conservation status: IWPA . Sch. II, Part I; CITES ,:Appendix II; CAMP: LRnt 
(Nationally), DO (Glo~a1ly). 

y y - w 
Similar 'to the Dwarf Sperm Whale in having spermaceti 0 gan in head, a bulbous . 

forehead and under slung lower jaw studded with teeth but larger in size, 2.6-3.4 m in 
he,ad and body ength; dorsal fin smaller and located at posterior aH of the body; body 
dark b nish ,grey above, whitish on throat and belly, possesses gill-shaped white marks on 
sides o.f head; feeds on cephalopods and fishes. 

Pygmy Sperm Wha e, Kogis brevlceps 

,Distrib'ution : India : Recorded from waters off both east and west coasts and Andaman 
&: Nicobar islands. Elsewhere • Worldwide, in tropical and warm temperate oceans. 

Conservation status : CITES: Appendix II; CAMP :: LRnt (N,ationally),DD !(GloballyJ. 

a 110 E 
AL S 

The members of this family ,are popularly called Beaked 'Whales as they have distinct 
beaks which form a co 'tinuous smooth pro.file with the head in the genera Ziphius and 
Mesoplodon. They have one or two pair~ of ,functio,nal teeth in the lower jaw but upper jaw 
without any tooth. Their tail flukes are not notched in' the centre. One :species 'each of 
these two genera are reported from Indian waters. 

ed Wh e, Ziph ·us cavi~ s 

Med'um sized, 5.2 7 m in head and body len,gth; coloration v,anable, face ,and upper 
back creamy white" remainder of body dark ,grey to greyish fawn; sides covered with 
linear scars ., n males, greyish white spots in abdominal region in females; beak short and 



blends with sloping forehead; lower jaw ,longer than the upper, studded with two functional 
teeth, protruding from the tip of the jaw in males; teeth usually not visible in females; tail 
fluke usually not noched in the centre; feeds primarily o.n squids andfiahes. 

Dis,tnou,tion : lnd,ill : In deepwater off Indian coasts and islands. £'snDlanr : In the 
temperate and tropical waters of all 'oceans and adjoining seu. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. IIi CITES : Appendix II; CAMP: LRnt (NationaUY)f 
DD (Globally). 

w 
Smaller than the 'Cuvier's Beaked Whale, ,3.>4.7m in head and body length; body dark 

gfeY to bluish black, paler be'low, often with pale bloches or white scars; .fo~head low 
with a distinct beak, lower jaw highly arched, a pair of :single-Iobed 'large Oa"~ned tMil 
in lower jaw protrude ,over 'the upper jaw in males; tail fluke not notched in 'the middle; 
pelagic species, occurs mainly in deep wate.r far from shore; feeds 'primarily on squids 
and fishes. 

Blalnvlll 'i 

D'istribution : India ' Recorded around Nicobar islands. Elsewhnr : Worldwide, in tropical 
,and subtropical waters. 

Conseroation status : lUeN : DO; IPWA : Sch. II. 



'Orde S EN A 

Sirenians ,are marine mammals which include Dl:tgong and Manatees. Manatees do not 
occur in Indian waters. The genus Dugong is distributed in the coastal regions of the 
Indian ocean from East Africa to Australia about 15'° latitude on each side of the equator. 
Dugongs are a so popularly known ,as the Se,a Cow and placed under the family 
Dugongidae which includes a single species Dugong dugon. This species inhabits ,Indian 
waters. 

Dugo g or Sea Cow, Dugong dugon 

Stream-lined body, totallen,gth of body 2.5-3.2 mi general body colour brownish grey 
above and whitish below; massive head truncated anteriorly; fleshy, pad';like upper lip 
projecting over the lower and provided with several stiff b '. stles around the muzz e; 
forelimbs modified to flippers, more long than bf'oad, tail fluke flattened and deeply 
notched; incisors tusk-like in males; strictly veget,arian, primarly feeds on sea ,grasses as 
well as some marine algae. 

Distribution : India : Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of Kutchch, off Malabar Coast in Kerala and 
around Andaman & Nicobar islands. Elsewhere . Northern Australia, East Africa, Formosa, 
Indonesia,Kenya, Liukiu Islands, Madagascar, Mergui Arcbepela,go, Malayan seas, 
Molluccas, Peninsular Myanmar, Philippines, seas of Portugal, Red Sea, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka andWe,st Pacific Oceans. 

Conservation status! IUCN : VUi IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; RDB :VU; CITES: Appendix I; 
CAMP: CR (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Dugon'g or Sea Cow, Dugo.ng dugon 



All 'the living Proboscidians are placed under the family Elephantidae and known as 
elephants Elephants are conveniently recognised by their enormous size, charaderistic 
proboscis or bunk (which is the combination of nose and upper lip)1 pillar like limbs for 
supporting their enormous bodyweightl large fan-shaped ears and remarkable dentition., 
particularly second pair of incisors in the upper jaw, which are modified into tusks. Their 
necks are short and tails are of moderate length. 

There are only two species of livmg elephants. The Asian elephants are d.istributed in 
south and south-east Asia including India and the .African elephants Jound in Africa. 
Recently, however, some taxonomists treat .African elephants under two species, t';Z' f 

Loxodonta afriCllnil and Loxodonta eyelotis. 



lephas maximus 

Smaller than the African Elephant but largest -land animal of India; maximum length 
about 3.2 m at the shoulder, height of its ,adult male 2.45-2.75 m, two domed forehead, 
rounded back, smaller sail-like ears with hont fold; trunk possesses single 'lip' ,at its tip; 
four nails ,on each hind foot; herbivorous; preferred habitats mixed deciduous ,and evergreen 
forests, scrub and grassland; feeds on various kinds of grasses, leaves and ,crops; prefers 
stems and leaves of plantain ,and bamboos. 

Distribution ! India :Wlld elephants distributed in the Western Ghat, Andhra Pradesh, 
Orissa, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West 'Bengal and North-eastem states and, some feral herds 
in Andaman islands. Elsewhere: Ban,gladeSh, China, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam .. 

Conseroa,tion status: IUCN: EN; IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; RDB :VU; ,CITES: Appendix Ii 
CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally) .. 

Asian or ndian lephant, Elephas maximus 



The perissodactyls are medium to large sized mammals 'whose I~ are elongate and 
foot provided with odd number of toes, each sheathed in comified hOOV,e5. The hooves 
which encase the toes appear like a single hoof cleft in two .. The main axis of the fool 
passes between third and the fourth toes and the third one is the longest on a I four feet. 

These odd toed hoofed mammals include the families Equidae (hones, as&es and 
zebras), Tapiridae (tapirs) and Rhinocerotidae (rhinoceros) comprising of 18 species 
throu,ghout the world. Indian perrisodactyls ,are represented by tiwe spedes under two 
families. 

1. y 

1. 1 

ot 



a Ul----

As mentioned earlier, this family includes horses, asses and zebras. In equids only the 
third toe of eac foot is functional and encased in a large solid hoof. The wild ho£SeS and 
zebras do ot occur in India. Only two species of wild asses are found in this country. 

_ an, Equus onager 

Also called the Indian WIld Ass; 
slightly larger than domestic ass, 
height at shoulder I.I-1.2m; rufescent 
grey to fawn or pale chestnut above 
and w -te below; mane erect and dark 
brown and continued as a dark bOWD 

stripe ,along the back to the r()()t of the 
tail· inb' b·'ts fI t saIt n ted b , a a, ' ~_ e crus .,_. arren 
arid land having flat grass covered 
expanses,' known as 'bets'; a graze 
,and feeds mainly on grasses of the 
bets; diurnal in habit; also raids wheat 
and millet fields during rught. Kulan, Equus onager 

Dismoution : lnd,ia : Rann of Kutchch in Gujarat. Elsewhere: Russia, Ukraine, Iraq, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmenia, U,zbekistan. 

Conservation status: IUCN : VU; IWPA ': Sch. I, Part I; RDB : EN; CITES: Appendix I. 

g, quus kiang 
Also known as the nbetan WIld Ass; larger in size and, darker and redder in colour 

than the IndianWtld Ass; height at sho der 1.35-1.40 ; its dorsal sbipenarrower 

extending from the neck till the base of tail; 
hooves large, like those of horse; found in the 
high cold plateau hill and valley; diurnal in 
bab ·t; ,grazes on grass and sedge,. 

Distribution : India : Ladakh in Jammu & 
Kas mir and in Sikkim usually at high 
elevation. Elsewhere ,: China, Nepal and TIbet,. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; 
ROB : EN; CITES : Appendix II; CAMP: VU 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Klang, .Equus IrIang 



Contrast to equids, rhinos ha've three toes on forefeet and three on hind feet ,although 
only thethint toe of the foot is functional. Their heavy build, short stumpy., thick skin 
thinly ,clad with hair ,or naked and one or two homs on the tip ,of n~ make them 
distinctive.. Only five species of Rhinoceros survive now throughout the globe. Out of 
these, only one is found in India. 

, 
The largest of aU living species of Rhinoceros of the globe and ,perhaps 'the largest land 

IIUlIIUilal next to the elephant with 3-3.15 m in head and body length and height at 
shoulder 1.7-1.85m; one-homed as its Pop'War name implies and hide hairless; colour of 
the body blacldsh grey, headboat-shaped, skin divided into large shields by heavyfoldl 
before ,and behind shoulders, in front of thighs ,and on buttocks, fold in ,front of shoulder 
not continued right ,across the back; skin studded 'with ,ron'vex tubercles ,on shoulders, 
thighs and buHocki; inhabits grass jungle and prefers swampy ground; both diurnal and 
noctumal; a grazer, feeds on grass. 

Dis,tnlnltimr :: .IndiR : Assam and West Bengal; introduced in Dudhwa National Park, 
Uttar Pradesh. Elsewltm : Cambodia, Indonesia, 'Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

Conseroation status : lUeN : EN; IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; RDB : EN; IC~ : Appendix ,I; 
CAMP : EN (NationaUy), DO (Globally). 

Greeter O:ne-homed Ahlnoceroa. "b'noc.tOe unlcornl. 



o de AR 0 AC YLA 
Artiodactyls are ev,en-toed hoofed mammals. The third ,and fourth toes of e,ach of their 

foot are large ' and ,equal in size" accompanied by diminishing size of the second and 
fourth toes while the first toe may be rudimentary or absent. The hoof which encases the 
toe of each foot appears to be s;' gle a d cleft into two. 

4 

Indian ,artiodactyles are represented by 31 species under five families. 

S. No. Family No. o,f Genus 

1. Bovldae 14 19 1 

2. Cervidae 3 7 
3. Moschidae 1 2 

4. Tragu'da1e 1 1 

5, Suidae 1 2 

Total 20 ,31 1 

ALE, 

This IS the largest family ,of artiodactyls represented by 19 species in India and includes 
our most famLiar mammals, the cattle, sheep and goat. The Indian bovids belong to three 
subfamilies Bovin.ae, Caprinae ,and Antilopinae. 



Genus 4 

Species 5 

In India this :subfamily is represented by the folowing5 species. 

Ga r, Bos frontalis 
Also known as the Indian 818O.n; the largest of all the wild cattle, height at shoulder 

165---195 em; huge head, deep massive body, relatively short limbs, a pro.mment muscular 
ridge from shoulder to the 'middle of back, ashy forehead and white feet; ,old buD bla,ck 
arret almost hairless while its cow dark and reddish brown wi'th sho·rt hair; inhabits hiD 

ak, 
. 

os gin", tl 

fore.sts in herds; both diurnal ,and noctu'rn,al; 
.primarily grazers and live ·on grasses, so'metimes 
browse tree foliage. 

DiBtribuUon : I"dia ! No.rth-east India f duaf5 of 
West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Peninsular India .. 
Ellewhere : 'Cambodia, China, Malaysia, My,anmar, 
Nepal, Thailand, TIbet ,and Vietnam. 

eonservatiorl Slllhis : 'IUCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. I., 
'Part I; RO'B : VU; ,CITES: Appendix I; CAMP : VU 
(NationaUy), DO (GlobaUy) . 

As massive in build as the Indian Bison but slightly smaller in size, t 6()..180 em a 'l 

shoulder height; drooping head, high humped shoulder, stra'i,ght back and short stu'rdy 
limb$; body coveted with coarse hairs.; hairs very long on 'shoulder, lower part ,of each 
side, thigh, lower half ,oftai) and on neck fonning a gre.at 'mane; homs smooth~ round# 
projected forward and tips curved upwards; a tuft of hairp'resent between horns; body 
blackish brown with a little white about ,the muzile; wild yaks inhabit cOldest and ruged 
snow-covered mountains in herds; diurnal in habit, feeds on rouah-winpd .... and 
shrubs grown in the vaHey. -

D.istribufion : lndill : Wild yaks occur in Ladak 
(Kashmir), Himachal Pr.adesh and occ,asionaUy in 
Kumaon Hills (Uttaranchal) at high elevation; 
domesticated yaks found throughout the high 
altitude of the Himalaya. Elsewhere : China, Nepal, 
TIbet. 

Conservat.ion stat,us : IUCN : VU; IWPA :: Sch. I, 
Part I; ROB : CR; CITES. Appendix I; CAMP: BN 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

"'· " 1,",'~ .... ", 1Io\ ··, 



, B, 

A robust slaty-black cattle muc like the domestic buffalo; heigh at s 0 de · 155 80 
em; having a straig t back and feet dirty white; horns spread outwards almost horizo 'tally 
from head and curve slightly upward and inwards 'near tips or curve pwards' a 

semici~cle; seen in small erd in swampy 
grass jung es; both d'wnal and octwnal; 
mostly grazes 0 grass and occas' onally 
enters cu1tivatio . 

Distribution: India: Assam, Arunachal, 
Meghalaya, Madhya " radesh, western 
rOrissa and eastern Maharastra. Elsewhere 
: Bang adesh, Ca odia, Laos, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : IUCN : EN; 
: Sch. I, Part I; RDB : EN; "-'''''''''~r 

Appendix III; CAMP : EN (Nationally), 

se s ra OC e 

orse ~ e' b . d w'th high shoulder sloping downwards to a low rump; heig t at 
s oulder 130~150 em; male iron-grey in ground colour having a white ;' g below eac 
fetlock and two white spots on its cheek; a distinctive tuft to stiff black hairs also present 

Blue Bun or Nligal, 80 elsphus trBgocsmelus 

on 't . oa of male; temales and 
youn,g m,ales sandy brown; 
unlike true antelopes 0 I s of 
its male not r "nged, but 
dlsti ctly eeled' n front, 
tria gular at base and CIrcular 
near tips; both diurnal a d 
noctu I a ; usually inhabits 
h' yterrain or undulafng 
p a'ns having grasses a d 
scrub; also invades cultivation 
,and ,c.auses considerab e 
damage to crops, 

Distribution. India: Extending from the south of the H'malaya to Punjab, aryana, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Kamataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthan 
and Gujarat. Elsewhere : Nepal and Pakistan, 

Conservation status : IUeN : LRcd; IWPA : Sch, III; CAMP! Ric (Nationa y), DO 
(Globally) 



Also called the Chowsingha and possesses two pairs of horns as its popular name 
signifies, front pair very sort; unlike antelope, _oms not rin,ged but keeled in front; 

fema:les horn-less; height at 
shoulder Ss.65 em; dull n.ad­
brown above and white 'below, 
a dark s'tripe present ,on front 
of each leg; nocturnal in habit; 
usually inhabits dry deciduous 
fo'res'ts ,and scrubs in 
'undulating or hilly terrain 

Dis,trib,dio" : I"dill : From 
south of the Himalaya to 
northern slopes of Nilsiri 
e:xcluding West Beng,at and 
North-east Ind ia. r.'St1I;·ht-" : 
Nepal. 

Conservation status : lUeN : VU; IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; ROB : VU; CAMP : LRnt 
(Natio ally), DO (Globally). 

GO J, ,.WI • .-1oJ OA A 

Genus 6 
Species 10 

Endernic s;pe,cies, 1 

This subfamily includes wild goats and sheep. Ind'ian wild goabi comprise uf the 
M,arkhor, the Ibex, the Takin, the Goral, the Serow ,and the Himalayan and the Nilgiri 
tahrs. Within Indian limit all these :species are found in different parts ,of the Himalaya 
except the Nllgiri Tahr, Hemitragus hylocrius which is endemic to this country. 



Mark 0, Capra falconeri 

Massive build, having thick and silky fur; the largestmoWltain goat of the globe, 
hei,ght at shoulder 85-100 em, possesses beard and ,a spectacular sha,ggy mane falling from 
neck and shoulder to the knees; homs widely d·vetgent, compressed ,and spirally twisted, 
having a keel in fr-ontresembling the 
shape as its popular name implies (in 
Persian #mar-akhurlf

. means "snake 
horned"); body colour varying with 
season, reddish brown in summer and 
rusty ~n-grey in winter; inhabits juniper . 
and birch forests as well as open barren 
slopes at elevations 600-3600 m; diurnal 
and crepuscular in habit; ,grazes primarily 
on grasses and forbs. 

Distril1ution : India: Westem Himalaya 
in the states of Jammu&: Kashmir, 

Martdlor, ,capra falconeri 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarancltal. Elsewhere : Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tadzhikistan and 
Uzbekistan. 

Conservation status: IUCN : EN; IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; RDB :'EN; CITES :. Appendix I; 
CAMP : CR (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

ex, Capr 5tb 4rica 

A very large sturdy build goat, height at shoulder 80-100 em; hom long, flat, curved 
backw,ard like a scimitar and bossed with bold ridges; only male possesses long beard; 
body colour varying with season, male dark brown with ir.regular white patChes; female . 
yellowish brown in summer and yeDowish white, tinged with grey"in winter; diurnal in 

___ "'"""-..... ....--.-,-.~ habit; inhabits high elevations at 
2650-5500 and descends lower 
elevation in spring for grazing new 
grasses; preferred habitat steep crags 

~~lt;1~Jj~ above snow line. 

Distribution : India : Western 

1~~~;&I~IHimalaya from Kashmir to Kumaon, 
covering the states of Jammu & 

Ibex, Capra sib/rica 

Kas_mir, Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttaranchal.Elsewhere: Afghanistan" 
China, Mongolia, Pakistan, former 
RUSSia. 

CO!JSOVation status: IWPA : Sch. I; 
ROB: EN; CAMP : VU (Nationally), 
DO (Globa y). 



A 

Ta • , Budorcas taxicolor 

A heavy build goat with ,convex face, hairy 
muzzle, consi~erably thick neck and, ,short ,and 
thick limbs w·th large lateral hooves; tail Short 
as of a goat, hei,ght at shoulder 105-110 em; in 
m,ales . borns thick, g:row forward, bend 
downward and make a sharp tum rising upward 
and pointing backwards; in female homs smaller; 
adult male yellowish white to golden yellow in 
colour merging into reddish brown on the flanks 
and forequarter; female greyer. It is the national 
animal of Bhutan; inhabits tropical forests; 
diurnal in habit; preferred habitat steep 
mountain slopes a'm1ong thick bamboo and 
rhododendron forests at elevations 2000-3000 m, 
also descends down up to 900 m. 

Distribution :: lnditl : 'The Mishmi Hills in Arunachal Pradesh; recently reported from 
Sikkim. Elsewhe~e : Bhutan, China, Myanma:r and nbet. 

Conservation status : IUCN : VU; ROB :: K; CITES : Appendix U. 

a, a'yan Tahr, HentitragtlS jc",lallicII . 
Heavy bodied mountain goat with narrow erect ears and long 'rObust imbs; height at 

shoulder S()'tOO em; body covered with long hai:rs; neck and shoulder (O'v,ered with mu("h 
longer hairs forming a mane and reaching to 'the knees; homs short, closely set, stuut ,a'i 
base, 'keeled in front, curved backwards and wrinkled except near the tip; body colour 

. Im layan . .hr, Hem"""u. }em""lcu 

redd:ish brown and its old :mal«.­
darker about the back and qua~,; 

diurnal in habit; pn?feiWd habitat 
precipitous terrain with d,,-nsc 
forests and scrubs at high,,-:r 
elevation between 2000-4400 m. 

Distribl4tiorr : I"dia : TIuuughoul 
the Himalaya from the Pir 'ranjal 
range in Jammu '" Kashmir I(l 

Sikkim and in West 8engal 
(Oarjeeling district). fJ$nl'·',~rt : 
Bhutan, China and Nepal. 

Constrwtio,nstllfu5 :: IUCN : VU; 
IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; ROB : EN; 
C,AM'P :Rnt (Nationally), DO 
(Globally) . 



emitragus hylocrius 
Resesmbles the Himalayan Ta " structure and general appea ,a c,e but slightly larger 

in size, height at shoulder 100-110 cm; its short Crisp coat w't out t e flowing mane in 

Nilgiri Tahr, Hemitragus hylocrius 

male, rounded (not keeled) outer surface 
of horns and single pair of teats ake " t 
distinct from the Himalayan Tahr; g,eneral 
body co our of the Nifgir' T ar dark 
yellowish brown with pa e' terface; old 
male dark brow , almost lack with a 
,grizzled or white saddle patch on the loin; 
horns rise parallel for so e distance, then 
diverge and curve downwards; endemic 
to India; found at elevatio between 1300-
2600 m; diurnal in habit; inhabits · 0 tane 
grass I d , droc y crags interspe ' ed 
wi shola orests. 

Distribution . Indill ! 'E adu and 
Ker,ala betwee N~giri hills and Ashambu 

etween these '. ong the crest of the ranges of t _e 

Conservation status : IUCN : i IWP : Sch. , Part ; RDB : VU; C 

1 e 0 he us gor 
St kily b . d goat with an antelop~' e ,ace (he ce own as the Goat-ante ope) ,and 

ll-shaped ear ·; shorter, slig tly diverged and backw,(Ui y cwved horns arked wi 
I'" gs orridg s pres n in bo: sexe i eig_ t at s_ 0 de 65-70 em, a cOnsp"CUOllS CI1eSt 

present on . ts neck; y _llowish ,grey to rufous brown 
" co our suffused with black; white patches 
pres n on uppe 'p, c " , throat and cheek; found 
at e vations 900-2400 m· t Himalaya and 
N rth as~ m hills, often near human ha i alio ; 
graz _ s n grassy hill sid s, often " I vades terr,aced 
cultivation; d"wnal in habit. 

Distribution: ndia: Thr ughout he imalaya 
COy _ring th stal of Jammu & Kas ", '. am 
Prad sh, Uttarancha, West Bengal (D,arje 
district), Sikki , runac al prade h and hills 
oth r N rth- _astern stat s. - lsewhere : Bhut ~ 
C " a, Kor a, Myanmar, Pakistan and Tibet. 

ConservatIon s.tatus UCN 
CITES: ppendix I. 

o 



S rrow, Naemorltedus S""tatrae" ; 
'Goat-like body, large head, donkey-like ears, thic'knec'k and s ort limbs; homs black, 

,conical and closely wrinkled for most of its length in both males and females; height at 
'sho der 90-110 ,em; body colour varying from grizzled black to ,red having varying degfft 
of white patches on muzzle, throat and chest; 
limbs chestnut above and dirty-white below; 
inhabits thick y ,forested go:rges, subalpine 
scrubs and vaDeys; nocturnal and ,crepuscular 
in habit. 

Distribution: Indio: From Jammu &: Kashmir 
to the Mishmi Hills in ArunacbalPradesh, 
covering the states ,of Jammu & Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, West Senga 
(Darjeeling disbict) and Arunachal Pradesh at 
elevations 1~3000 m. elsewhere : Cambodia, 
Chin,a, ao,s, Thailand, Myanmar, Malay 
peninsula,Nepal and Vietnam. 

ConsemJtion status: IUCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; ROB: VU; CITES : Appendi).l; 
CAMP: VU (N,ationaDy), DO (GlobaUy) . 

• . ga 0 Y' , VI ' nt,,, ,If 

The largest wild 'sheep of India; height at shoulder 110-120 em; ante.ope in build; in 
male, homs massive, coarse wrinkled, never exceeding single cirt-Ie; in femalt!, oms 
shorter; body light brown, darker on shoulders and white o,n throat, chest btally, inn(ar 

Argall or Ny n Ovl mmon 

side of limbs and front side ,of Il~ below 
,the knee; male having a whitish ruff ('n 
neck and a w :ite caudal disc sumlund'ing 
the tail; :lives at dry spots on rocky siopt.1IS 
with nearby feeding areas at higher 
'el,evati()n 3700 m and above insumm'ltr; 
descends to lower valleys in w 'inh.ar; 
diurnal in habit. 

,Distribu';o" : 'rId", : Ladak (Jammu & 
Kashmir), Spiti <Hi 'machal ,P:radlash),. 
Kumaon '(UUaranchal) and nor'th of 
Sikkim. EISt"Wh(-rt : South toPamir Rang,· 
in North-east Afghanistan, Bhu'lan, Chin.,. 
Kazakhistan, Kirgizia,. Mongolia" N"pal, 
'Pakis'ta:nand Tadzhikistan. 

CO"5t'rvatf",, status: IUCN : VU; IWPA 
: Sch. I, Part I; ROB: II<; C1T~C;; : Appt-ndi\ 
I; CAMP; EN (Nationally), ()O (Glu\l"Uy>' 



· a , Ovis vignei 
Resembles the Argall but smaller and about the size of a domestic sbeep; horns also 

shorter; height at shoulder 70-90 em; in male, horns thick, strongly wrinkled and curved . 
bacwards forming a semicircle, in Ladak population horns turn inwards at the tip; body 
,colour rufous grey or fawl in summer a d 
fixed grey or brown in winter; found in herds 
in steep grassy hill slopes at mode'rate 
elevation; diurnal in habit. 

.. 

Distribution : India : Only in Ladak 
(Kashmir). Elsewhere: C . la, N,orth-east Iran 
to Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tadzhikistan and 
Uzbekistan,. 

Conserva,tion status: IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; 
ROB : EN; CITES ! Appendix I; CAMP: EN 
(Nationally). 

Urial, Ovis vigneJ 

BuS _ e or Bha a , Pseudois nayaur 
Shows both sheep and goat like characteristics; height at shoulder 80-90 em; brownish 

grey in colour, mixed with slaty blue on its head and underp,arts; in male aback stripe 
runs along the middle ,of ,each flank a d dow the front of the legs; homs rounded, 
smooth and curved backwards over the neek, ' esembling a goat; its male clearly distinct 
from a male goat in absence of unpleasant II goaty" odour ,and beard; found at h· gh 

elevation of the Himalaya; diurnal 
in habit; grazes coarse ,grasses, moss 
and dwarf shrubs. 

Distribution : India :: Jammu « 
Kashmir (Ladak), Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttaranchal (Kumaon) and Sikkim" 
Elsewhere : China, Mongo ',a, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Pamir :range in 
TadZhikistan . 

~ 
q) 

Conservatio:n status: IUCN : LRnt; 
IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; ROB: VUi 

~-~"" -j'" CAMP : LRlc (Nafonally), DO 
.. ~ (Globally). 

S t~~~~.t~~~;~"~~~~:~~' " 
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Blue Sheep or Bharal, P •• udol nayaur 



Genus 4 

Species 4 

Ante opes and gazelles bear characters co:mmon to both the sheep and goats. But their 
more or less cylindrical and often lyr~haped homs which are nearly solid throughout 
with bony cores make them distinctive. Gazelles are further distinguished by thepfftenet» 
of white streak on each side of the face and tufts of hairs emerging from knees. Four 
species of antelopes and gazeUes occur in India. Out of these, two species, the ChiN or 
TIbetan Antelope and the TIbetan 'GazeDe inhabit the TIbetan plateau in the temperate 
zone while the 'remaining two, the Blalck Buck and the Chinkara live in tropical region. 
AU these :spedes usually live in open p,lains and grasslands. 

Males blackish brown or almost black in colour with while underparts and ,.pair of 
long, spirally twisted ,and closely ringed homs; females yeUowish fawn above, whi.~ 

BI rvlc ,p 

below and hornless; height at shoulder 15-
85 em; diuma,1 in habit; prefe,ned habitat 
arid grasslands" semiarid zones and open 
scrubs. 

Distribution : Ind,ra : Throughout the 
plains of India excepting North-.ast :India. 
'West 'Bengal and west roast. £'st'U,httrr ,: 
Pa,kistan, introduced to Nepat Te.as 
(U .S.A.) and Argentina. 

Co,,,servation 51a'"$ : I'UCN : 'VU; WI'A : 
xh.. I, Part I.; ROB ': VU,; CITES : Appendi~ 
III; CAMP : lRI,c <Nationa Iy), DO 
(Globally). 



dian Gaze Ie 0 C · kara, Gazella bennettii 
stender bodied ante ope, height at shoulder 65 cm, body colour sandy brown to light 

chestnut with white underparts; horns slightly curY,ed, ,closely ringed and relatively long 
in male; in female, homswhen present shorter and smooth; inhabits plains and low hills; 
diurnal in habit. 

Indian Gazelle or Ch'inkar,a, Gazella bennettii 

Distribution: India: North­
western and Cenral India, 
including tbe Thar desert in 
Rajasthan and Gujarat extendin,g 
southwards to ,a little south of 
the Krishna river. Elsewhere: Iran 
to Pakistan. 

Conservation status : meN : 
LRcd; IWPA: Sch. II,"Part I; ROB 
: VU; CAMP :: LRlc (Nationally), 
DO (Globally). 

· elan A elo ~ e or 'C_ · I Pantholops hodgsonii 

Rufous brown .or pale fawn .in co Ouri height at shou der 75-.85 cm; face black and 
underside whit~; a black or dark brown stripe runs down the front of each leg; muzzle 

swollen in ma e and nostri 
characteristically possesses extensive 
sa,c; body Icovered with woolly ,coat 
enabling it to adapt ·n very cold 
temperature; in male., horns long, erect, 
arising close togethe:r, slightly curved 
forwatd ,and ringed in front, not behind; 
females hornless; inhabits cold desert 
at elev,ation 3250-5000 m and prefers 
steppe grassland; diurnal and 
crepuscular in habit. 

Distribution : India :: In Chang Chen 
MoValley in Northern Ladak 
(Kashmir). Elsewhere: China ,and Nepal. 

Conservation status: IUCN : EN; 
IWPA : Sch. I, Part I; ROB : IK; CITES 
: Appendix I; CAMP: CR (Nationally), Tibe an Antelope or C Jru, Pantholops hodgsonll 
00 (Globally). 



o et ale : ArtJroMrtJII 

Tib G 

Distinctive in having short and slaty ,grey coloured coat in summer, dense and sandy 
fawn colour in winter; height at shoulder 60 c,m; a white rump patch extending all round 
the base of tail forming a "caudal disc"; in male, homs rise vertically, ,curve sharply 
backwark and ringed; females without horns; inhabits steppes and alpine meadows usuaUy 
between the elevations of 4200 5500 m; diurnal in habit. 

Distnout,ion : India: North-eastem Ladak (jammu &t Kashmir), hills of north Ku:maon 
(Uttaranchal) and Sikkim. Elsewhere: China, 'Chinese Turkistan and Mongolia. 

,Conservation ,s,fa,tus: IUCN: LRnt; IWPA: Sch.I, Part I; ROB :: IK; CAMP: CR (NationaUy), 
DO (Globally). 

The Deer are ruminants with solid horns which ,are shed periodically and grow again. 
This chara'cter differentiates it from the cattle, sheep, goats and antelopes whose hornsal¥ 
permanent ,and have tw,o components a hollow ou'ter cover and a core of bone ins'idt.'. 
In India, this family is represented by 7 species. 



Dee , Axis axis 
he c, mmonest wild deer in India; instal tly recogn· sed by he prese 'ce of profuse 

'white spots on its b ·ght rufous faw coat as its popular name implies, ground colour in 
old males dark b 'rownish; 
heig t a s _oulder, 90 cm; 
antlers with tlwee tine a 0 g 
b~owtine projects near y a 
. ght angle to the beam and two 
ranch tines at the top; both 

diurnal and nocturnal; inhabits 
orests; lives in herds, 
o eti e el e s ,eu "va ~on 

!Illi~~~:~.'- causes damage to crops. 

Distribution Ind"a 
~~~ ~;r::.R~ .. li.IIIIEra~ TIuoughout India, northwards 

up 0 Ku oa (U arancha), 
spoft Deer, Axis ,axis Sikkim and West Bengal and 

ast upto sam; introduced in Andaman islands. Elsewhere : Nepal and Sri Lanka,. 

Conservation status: RDB : Sch. IV; CAMP : LRlc (Na _ ~onally), DD (Globally). 

. . 
o,g e, IS pOrCtnUS 

Pig-like squat ody, ei t at s oulder ~70 em; wnto darke brown· _ co our 
with ye owish 0 d" h i · ge d p e underparts; possesses a hort brow tine after 
w t e eam _ost : traig t gi _. g to onger foretine and shorter hindtine; it runs 
Ie ping"ts ~ ad low down just 
1& hog and unlike d __ r; inhabits 
low a uvial grass plains a l d 
pr feJ;s riv r s .. d grass jung es 
and pe ,grass pail s; bo h 
diurnal _d _ at. 

Distribution. tulia North d 
lsewhere : 

ambodia, a s, ya a , 
N _ pal, a , st.an, Sri Lanka, 

......... • ....... d and V"e 

Conservation status : IWPA : 
S I; CAMP L . nt 

( ationally), DO (Globally). 

Hog Deer, Axis porclnus 

<ri 
N 



Also called ,the Barasin,gha; a splendid d~r " 'ith 
much branched antlers in stags, having usually 10 .. 14 
tines, sometimes as many ,as 20 tines; height at should..-r 
115·135 em; its ,coat fine and woolly, neck with :mctne; 
body colour brown to yellowish bro'wn in winter and 
paler in summer; youngs spotted; both diurnal ,and 

, nocturnal; inhab'ts s'wampy and dry gr,a:sslands and 
sal forests; a so seen on outskirts of the forests and on 
flat or undulating ground. 

Distributiotl : I"din : The Terai and the Duars of North 
and Eastern India from Himachal Pradesh to Assam 
,and 'n Madhya Pradesh . .E'~'1l.,J,('" :: N..-pal 

C,onservation status: IUCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. I, Part 
I; ROB : VU; CITES : Appendi~ I; CAMP : EN 
(Nationally), DO (Clobally). 

· w mp 

The largest Indian deer with eleg,ant horns; height at shoulder 150 (·m; gl·n .... ral('uldur 
brown with a yellowish or greyish tinge, underparts paler; in male, mant~ formt~ aluun,d 
neck and throat; antlers stout and rugged; brow 'tine forms acute «lnglt.· with tht.· l' ... ·~ln' 
which divides in~o two equal tines; a typical forest dee,r; both diurnal ,,,nd no('tumal. 

Distribution : India : 
Throughout India ,except high 
mountains and deserts. 
Elsewhere . Austr,alia, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Taiwan and Sri 
Lanka. 

Const:roation status : IWPA 
Sch. lII; CAMP : LRlc 

(Nationally), DO (IGlobally>. 

5' mb r. Cervu unlcolor 



ered , Cervus eldii 

ani pur ra,ce of the Brow'-antlered Dear popular y called the Sa gai; a sambar-Uke 
de r with ,graceful a t ers growing fro ,close-set ped' ce Si height at s oulder 100 120 emi 
poss sses an extremely long b~ow f e t at joins the rna' beam to for ,a Icontinuous 

Brow~antlered Deer, Cervus eltlii 

h e r, 

curve at rig t a l g e to the pedice; eam 
remains I br.anched 'l or ,more ' ha half 
of its length and en divides to form two 
to three and sometimes more ter . aI 
tines; males dar . brow'n winter and 
fawn in summer, ~ema es . g t fawn and 
youngs spoted; noctur al in ,abit; 
p r~ rs s b jungle and floating swamp 
between rive s and hills; p _ t rs Tshing 
Kombo g grass (Saccharum latifolium) as 
food. 

Distribution :: I.ndia: wOld it is 
resmc' ed to the Ke" ul Lamj.ao National 
Par in Manipur. Elsewhere : Cambodia, 
C ina, Laos, Myan a, Tha" and a d 
Vi ,am,. 

Conservation status: IUCN: VU; IWPA 
: Sc . , art I; ROB :: CR; CITES: 

ppendix I; CAMP ; CR. 
S 

r wit a pa" of sp ading antlers; 
Kashmir Stag or h _ Hangul; be ",gh 

at , h ulder 120-125 em; eac antI r ossesses 5-6 
tin ,so tim 0;" g t to dark brown in colour, 
a whit rump atch or "caud disc" _xtend for a 
hort di tancle ov,_ r the tail, 0 h diuci I al and 

nocturnal; " habit br ad I av d and conU rOll 

~Ii st and ad w at 1 vati '750-3650 m. 

Di ,tnbution : India : North id of as nur 
Vall y (Dac_ 'ga ) and orth Chamba ( imac al 
Pr. d ). Elswhere : Afghanistan, g ria, Arge I -' a, 

u traF a, ntral A ia, Chil ,C " a, Em pe east to 
rimea and Cauca u, _ or ',ca and So dinia, Iran 

Mon Ii, M r ceo, N h Am . rica, w ealand, 
ussia, Turk' tan a t to SOb -ria, U urn r gion, 

liurk _ y d .S.A .. 

Con rvation t,atus ,: WPA : ch. , Part I; R " 
IT S : App ndix I; MP : (ationalIy), 

D ( 10' aly). 
Kashmir Red Deer Cervus e,Iaphus 



A PRE 0 et III. • A"'~. 

o 

A ,small forest deer, height at shoulder so· 75 em; glossy brown in ,colour, antlers small 
having a short brown tine and unbranched beam, also called Rib .. faced Deer as its antlers 
set on bony hair-covered pedicelrunnin;g down each side of the face as bony ridges; in 
females horns rep aced by tufts of bristly hair; because of its sharp bark it is a1&o known 
as the Barldng Deer; both diurnal and noctuma ; inhabits ,forests and thick jungles. 

n 

Distribution : Ind,ia : Almost throughout the country except Jammu &I Kash:mir .lnd Ih\1I 
desert region. Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia .. 
Nepal, Pakistan, 5riLanka and Vietnam. 

Co,nseroation status: IWPA : Sch. III; CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO (CI(lh~llly) , 

The Musk Deer is distinguished by 'its smaU head, pointed f,ace, larg~· "liars ,lnd .1 snl.lll 
taU. It lacks antlers and facial glands and possesses gallbladder. Thl-slll ch.,r.l\'t ·rish~· 
features make it distinct from the deer ,and place it between thl' d(.~r and thl' anh.·l0P'· ' 
Its male possesses a pair of curved tusks (weU deve'loped canine tt~lth) and a mus~ ~l.'nd 
beneath the skin o:f abdomen near the naval. Two speci~ of Musk (A,,\'r .In.· uund in 
ndia-theForest Musk Deer and the Alpine Musk Deer. A\.~"Ordin,K to som(a authority th .. • 

latter is a subspecies of the former. 



sk 0 er, Moschus ch ysogaster 

A shy dee, eight at shoulder 50 cm; coat consists of thick, bristly and pithy hairs with 
a _ed of sepia brown to golden red, speckled w' th grey; excepting the large tuft at the 
tip and a tuft at the base, its taO's a ed a d r,e ains bu oed 'n the 10 g hairs of the a a 
region; inhabits suba pine and alp' n 
forests above 2500 m; noctur al r 
crepuscul.ar and t eds on grass, lichen, 
leave and flowers. 

Di tribution : India : In the Hi, alaya 
from Kashmir to Sikkim, covering the 
states of Jammu & Kashmir, Himac ,al 

ade hI Uttaranchal and Sikkim. 
Elsewhere ,: Bhutan, imalaya of orth 
Afghanistan, N rt _ Paki tan, 
C ntral Tib t to Central China. 

Conservation status : rue . L t; 
IW A : Sch. I; RDB : VU; CITES: 
Append;' I; CAMP : CR ( y), 
DD (Globally). 

orest Musk Deer, Moschus ch,rys~gas,ter 

. 
pI s e , Moscllll I' SCIIS 

of th deer va yi g above and below; head, ars and legs blac, ec oft n 
lighter; the a dark oft, n with tw 1 complete yell w IC llars'; rum with c __ rey to e 

but blac on buttocks; smaller than th 
Fore t Musk Deer; some authorities treat 
this species a the subspecies of M. 
chrysogaster; habit and __ ab' tats si"lar 
to tho e of the Forest Musk Dee . 

Distribution: India: Sikkim, Assam 
and Aru achal Pradesh. Elsewhere: 
Bhuta , C ina, Myanmar, epal and 
Tibet.. 

Conservation s,tatus : IWPA :: Sch. I; 
CITES : Appendix I 

Alpine usk Deer Moscltus fuseus 



o et al. : A';~. 

Mo se ia po , 110 , , ." 

Smallest among Indian deer with slender limbs and high hind quarters; height at 
s'houlder 25-30 emi body colo'ur brown, speckled 'with yellow and underlace white; 
elongated white and buff spots present on the sides of its body and three white spots (.In 

its throat; Uke the Musk Deer it lacks antl~r5 
and furnished with a pair ot tusks, bette:r 
developed in males; unlike rumina,nts (having 
four-<hambered stoma~h) it pos~s..»s three­
chambered stomach; nocturnal ,1nd <T\Tu..,",--uLlr 
in habit; feeds on grass, vtgf!tdblln and tnJit~ . 

Dis,tr;"',d icJ" : I "di" : Thl'\lughout slluth~nl 
' India from Tamil Nadu to Madhva Prad\'Sh. 
~ EIS4.'wJ'I.~rc' : Nepal and Sri LanLl. ' 

CO,"$('rotJli"" slatus : RDB : II<; ('AMI' : l.Rna 
(Nationally), DD (Globally) 

The pigs are distinctive by its elongate head with anabrupUy truncatl-dmobil\- ~n(lut 

which ends in a flat disc containing the nostrils. Inlndi3, this 'family is n-pn'St-nt\-d ~y two 
species. 



W·ld ig, Sus scrota 
Body colour usually black mixed with grey, brown and white hairs; height ,at shoudler 

90 em; its coat sparse, crest or mane black; inhabits forested area" sometimes enters 
cultivation; both diurnal and nocturnal; omnivorous and feeds on r,oots, tubers, ,crops, 
insects, snakes, offal and 'ca'rrion. 

Wild Pig, Sus scrofa 

Distribution : India : Almost throughout 
the COWltry including Andaman and Nicobar 
islands. Elsewhere: Australia, China, Central 
and South Arne ica, Fiji islands, Europe, 
Galapagos, Hawaiin · slands, Indonesia, 
Lesser Sunda islands, Mauritius" Moluc1ca 

. islands, Norway, many oceanic islands, New 
Guinea, South Russia to middle east, Sri 
Lanka, Sweden, South Africa! Soloman 
islands, USA and West Indies. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. I; ROB: IK; CAMP: LRLc (Nationally), DO ('Globally). 

yg y og, S s s Ivanius 

Smal est wild pig as its popular name implies; about 65 em in length ,and height at 
shoulder 25-30 cm; brow to bl.ackish brown "n colour; body hairs scanty and sm,al, but 
those of the hinder portion of neck and 
middle of the back longer without 
form' ng any crest; ears small and naked; 
inhabits taU grass jungle and seldom 
seen; nocturnal in habit; diet primarily 
tubers of grasses. 

Dis,tribution : India : Assam and 
Sikkim terai, Elsewhere : Bhutan and 
Nepal. 

Conservation status: IUCN: CR; IWPA 
: Sch I, Part Ii RDB : EN; CITES : 
Appendix I; CAMP :' CR (Nationally), 
DO (Globally). 

Pygmy Hog, Sus sslvsnlus 



d 

,g nus Mani , 

.. 
anI era II t 



Conservation s,tQ,tus :IUCN : LRnt; IWPA: Sch. I, Part I; ROB: VU; CITES: Appendix 
; CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (IGlobally). 

Ch· ese a go · . , Manis pentadactyla 

Si liar to the Indian Pangolin but smaller in size; ead and body length 40 .. 58 cm; rows 
of scales around the mid body 16- 9; unde surface of body cloat ed with coarse bristly 
hair; a few such hair grow between dorsal scales; ea conch wei developed; occurs 
sporadically tlrroughout e plains and ower s opes of Indian hills; inhabits deciduous forests 
and grasslands; nocturnal in habit; primarily insect eaters. 

Chinese angolin" Manis pentadactyla 

Distribution :: India : From the south of the Himalaya to Kanyakumari exc~pting North­
eas 'region. ElseuJhere : Cambodia, China, Formosa, Laos, Nlepal, Taiwan and Viel a . 

Conservation status: IU'CN : LRn' ~; IWPA : Sch. I Part I; RDB : 11<; CITES: Appendix IT; 
CAMP: t (Nationally), DD (Globally). 
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Sender body, ong bushy tail and arboreal habits make squirrels distinctive from other 
rodents, This fa ily comprises two subfamilies Sciurinae and Petaunstinae. The first one 
. ncludes both striped and unstriped SqUITf Is, giant squirrels and marmots. On the other 
hand ' etauristinae include flying squirrels wh se "mbs are co ected by flying memb ane 
called patagium. With the aid of this flying mmbrane they ,can glide tluough the air as 
and whe they l ~ ap from tree to tree, The ying squ~ els are octur al and usually take 
Sl elter in tJi holes among branches while other squirrels and marmots are mainly diurnal. 
Squirre u ually ~ d on fruits, nuts and ot er plant mate -'a at ough some are see to 
take animal food and ins cts, 

S RN 
SaUI J E , A 0 S 

. 
n 

Geneus 6 

Species 17 
Endemic species 2 

Ind~ a Striped Squirrels belong to six species, of which one species, the Jungle Stripped 
Sql l el is ende . c to t . s cou try, These squirrels are diurnal, arbor,eal and spend some 
time on ground. 

Three-st i e Sq · e, Funambulus palmarum 

Three pale stripes on its back running parallel from head to tail make it distinct; head 
and body length 12-15 em and tail 14-15 em; tail possesses a bold reddish brown mid 
v n a l in; body colour greyish brown or olive brown. 

'Three-striped Palm Squlr el, Funambulus palma,rum 

Distribution: India: West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Karnataka, Maharastra and Madhya Pr,adesh. Elsewhere: Sri Lanka" 

Conservation status: CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally). 



Almost s;' 'lar to the Th -strip d Pa 'm 
Squirre in body colour as we as ead and _ 
and, tail length; prese c of five pale trip 
its back and absence of m' d d - al Un _ on i 
tail make it dis' et, ost conspieuou 
squirre . 

Distributio,": India : North, Nort ast, West 
and Centra nd'a and Andaman i' land . 
Elsewhere: Afgha _ ' stan, I an, pal a :_ 
Pakistan, 

Conservation status : ' WPA : Sch. IV; CAMP: c ( 

, 
Body b aek or blackis _ brown; h ad a_ d 

than tha ength; three narrow whit to pa n 
Palm Squirre but stripes sub al ,a d ' ual y n t xt _ din t 

to I dia,'1 a 'ts everg n, se i-ev rg n an mo." t idu 
and g,a den. 

Distribution : India · the Western G a I 

Conservation status : IUCN ; LRnt; CAM 

ky , Itl.lt II II I 
• p -, 

d gree' hrey, unde_ a _ 
stripes a tema " ,g with fo dar' ongitudinal stri S Ion t 
Ie g h 10.7 em; tat 11 .2 em; 'nhabits dens fore t in h 

Duaky-.rlped qulrrel. Fun.mbulu •• utl/ln tu 

DistribuUon : India :W st rn Ghat " , ew'rerc ; ri _I .. '''' 

Conservation status: CAMP: ' 0 (N,ationally &t G 

ad ; h d 
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L yard's St· ed q elf Funambulus layardi 

I arger than the Jungle Striped Squirrel, upper part dark dingy orve w~ th ashy shade 
and under parts reddish brown; head, cheeks and belly rufous; a narrow rufous' g 
round the eye; three stripes on the back, mid stripe being orange; head and body length 
19 ,cm, ta' almost of sa.me length, reddish brown on dorsal part but its tip black;· abits 
hill for,ests. 

Distribution: India: Ke a a. Elsewhere: Sr' Lanka. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally), 

H·ma aya 5t ·ped Sq · re , Tamiops macclellandi 

Body colour greyish brown with black; head and body length 10-13 em, tail 8-11 em; 
brown and buff strip s on the back varying in number, median stripe black, eatufts back 
with conspIcuoUS white tip; inhabits hilly fo ests usually above 1525 m, occasionally 
comes dow to the plams. 

Distribution: India: North-east India in Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assa , Man"pur, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Meg alaya and also in West Bengal. Elsewhere : Bhutan, China, 
Cambodia, donesia, aos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Vi _ tnam. 

Conservation status: C.AMP : L t (Nationally), DD <Globally). 

U striped Hi a, aya Sq irrels 

Six sp cies of unstriped squirrels belonging to the genera Callosciurus and Dremomys 
are found in the Eastern Hima aya ,and North~eastem hills. The generic name Callosciurus 
means beautiful squirrels. In fact, squirrels belonging to this genus are brilliantly coloured. 
They are diurnal and arboreal, inhabit montane forests and low land and live in hollow 
trees or co struct nests of leaves and twigs in tree branches. 

Members of the genus Dremomys are generally dull coloured without any conspicuous 
patt m. They in abitmainly rno tanae for,ests and spend considerable time on ground 
and on trees usually wit _'n 4 .. 5 from the ground. Three species eac of Callosciurus 
and D,ermomys oc,cur in Ind' a. 



, 

Distribution : Ind,ia : 
y 

'Conservation 

, 

istributi " : India : 
U I n, My nm f, 

Conservation t,atu AM t ( 
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ed c ee ed Sq irrel, Dremomys rufigenis 

Dorsal colour dark-green's brown, be y or underparts white or ,grey, cheeks red in 
colour; a pa e patch behi d the ear; tail black dorsally, deep red ventrally throughQut its 
length; ,cheeks red in colour. 

Distribution: India: Nagaland. Elsewhere: Cambodia, China, dOl, esia, aos, Ma ays' a, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : not known 

p y's 0 ' g ose S el, Dremomys pemyi 
Dorsal co Qur sa ~e as that of the Red...,cheeked Squirrel, but ve tral co our ,greyish or 

whitish grey; cheeks .of same colour as head; tail yellow~s or brownish in the middle, 
sids with blackmi~ed white hairs. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Man~pur and Nagaland. Elsewhere: 
China, Myarunar, Taiwan and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: Not known. 

Giant SquirJiels are forest dwelling animals. They are strictly arboreal and very seldo 
c.ome to the forest floor, that too, usually to chase another squirrel Qr to follow a fe ale 
during the breeding season. These squirrels can take amazing leaps (even 6 metre .or 
more) frQm tree to nee with limbs outspread. They are diurnal; their diet consists of fro'ts, 
nuts, bark of some t1iees ,and inse,cts. Tree spec' es of Giant Squirrels belonging to the 
ge u Ratufa occur' dia.. Out of these, one species, the dian Giant Squirrel '. s endemic 
to this country. 

Malayan t I 

,atufa bicolor 
Deep brown or b ackish coat with buff coloured 

underparts; head and body length 35-40 cm, tail 6'0 
cm; inhabits forests usua ly at the summits of 'tall 
tress,. 

Distribution : Indi,a : All North eastern States, 
Sikkirn and northern West Bengal. E.lsewhere : Bhutan, 
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, aos,Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Tibet and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. I I Part II; CITES ' 
ppendix II; C MP : VU (Nationally), DD 

(Globally). 

Malayan Giant Squirrel, Rstute blcolor 



.. 

J 
J ,It 

Dorsa u face and t · 
grey, grizzl d with white; un4~erD 
c _eeks, patch of n k, a m 
buffywhite; head and b ~ d Y I, n th 
40 em., tail 35-40 em; inhab' 
fo sts 

, til 

Indllan Giant Squ rrel. R tUf8 Indlc 
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'. Animals of India : Mammals 

• 
Besides squirrels, the subfamily Sciurinae . eludes a other rodent group know as 

mar ots. While squirrels are primarily arboreal, the marmots ,are fossorial in a its and 
liv insid the ,I oles in the ground. To cope up with that habit they are squat bodied with 
short ears. Two species of marmots belonging to the genus Marmo,ta oc'cur in indIa and 
bot are 'restricted to the Himalaya. 

M rm , armo a ca data 
Body colour yellowish tawny, deep orange or rufous wi ~'h _lack bac , tail comparatively 

ong as * ts name implies; head and body Ie gt 60 em and tail 30 em; occurs in tlte high 

Long-tailed Mannot, Marmota caudata 

............ _ .. ay 

'tude of th Himalaya at elevations 2400~ 
4300 ; inha its ,alpine meadows; d Oe' 
cons" sts of gras es, r ot and seeds of 
various plantsj lives in deep burrows . 
w "c it hibernates in winter. 

Distribution . India : J ' I U & Kashmir 
only (Ladak and G~ g Ot). Elsewh.ere : 
Afghani tan, Chi a, Kirgizis an, 
Tadzhlkistan and akistan. 

Conservation status : IUCN : LRnt; CITES 
: Appendix IT, CAMP : VU. 

Similar to the Long tailed Marmot ' ad and body n,gth (60.c ), but tail v,ery short 
(13 ); 'ts body and limb pale tawny, ,and bac blac to somexent, face and terminal 

third of taO dark brown; common 
marmot of th Himalaya in higher 
altitud (4300~5500 ); habitat and 
diet similar to t _ose of th Long­
tail d Marmot. 

Distribution : India : From Ladak 
(Jammu & K,ashmir)1 a, ul 
(Himacha Prad sh) to Sikk·~. 
Elsewhere : China, N,epal and 

akistan. 

Conservation status : CITES : 
Appendix I I. 

Himalayan Marmot, Afa,rmota hlms,fsya,ns 
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Hodgso , . Flying Sq i reI, Petaurista magnificus 

Coat deep maroon having a bright yellow line down the middle of the summer coati 
underparts rufous, tai black-tipped, body darker than parachute; head and body length 
4 ~49 cm; tail 46-52 lem; occurs in hilly forests. 

Dis,tri,bution : India: Sikkim and West Bengal (Darjeeling). Elsewhere: Bhutan, Nepal 
and Tibet. 

Conservation status : IUCN : LRnt. 

Gray's ying S -rre , Petaurista nobilis 

Larger and darker than ' I e odgson's _. g Sq ' -1; saddle ~oon' colour, usually 
with ,a 'd-dorsa stripe, Wlder parts salmon pink; shoulder patch and sides of body buff 
ye ow 0 0 ange; found in hilly forests,. 

Distribution: India: Sikkim and West Bengal (Daijeeling). ,Elsewhere: B utan and Nepal. 

Conservation status: IUCN: Rnt 

Lesse G·a Flying Squirrel, Petaurista elegans 

Body uniform rufous brown above, underparts rufous; distinctive by its ashy-grey or 
grey spe,ckled head; head and body length 3 .8 em, tail 37.2 cm; inhabits forests. 

Dis,tribution : India :: Sikkim" West Bengal and Assam. Elsewhere: China, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal and Vietnam, 

Conservation status : Not known. 

Woolly Iy·ng Squ· elf Eup,etaurus cinereus 
Larger ,than Petaurist,a, head and body length 50-60 cm, tail 35-50 cm; h.aving ong 

dens woolly fur (providing suitable protection against cold in high altitude), its feet and 

tail also densely furred; body colour 
I' ghtish grey throughout belly much 
lighter; inhabits ooniferous, rhododendron 
and juniper forests on rocky mountain 
terrain in h'gh alftud . 

Distribution: India: G' g~t (Jammu & 
K,a h 'mi ' ) and Sikkim. Els,ewhere : 
Afghani tan.l Ch' na and Pakistan. 

Conservation status: IUCN: EN; IWPA 
: Sch, II, Part II; C MP : LRnt 
(Nati nallyt DO (Globally). 

Woolly lying Squirrel, Eupetaurus clnereus 



A ........ - .,.......,,~ 

Na , Biswamoyoptenls 
Large sized flying squirrel, he,ad and ody ength 40..5 c , tai 

mo.rocco -ed, grizzled with white, underparts mostly w . t , b ,b 
,crown; endemic to d ' ai inhabits tropical ra~n t in il I 

N mdh 

D';s,trib,ution : India; Known only from ' md apa (Arun 

Conservatio,n status ! IUCN : CR; CAMP ': CR. 

S al F y·ng S ui e s 

1I ... ·!II, ... '~h) . 

In India, Small Flying Squirrels are repre y 'LX s i . AU th 
found to occur in the Himalaya and the orth ptin th 
Fl ying Squirrel which is found in sou thern Ind ia. 

airy footed -IY· -8 
. ", 

A :medium sized squ nel, head and body length ab ut 2 em; r ~ unit 

pale tips on upper surface of the body and fulvou whit - ,n und ,r 
chestnut hairs grown from the base of 8ch ar nc din t 

distinctive; inhabits dense temper,ate, broad leav d f s f m ] ..1-" ~-~ .. "'" 

Distribution: India: Eastern part 'of the Himalaya in Sikkim, 
part), Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Mizoram. ' , (ttl,I,,'''' : 

aos, Myanmar, Taiw,an and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : [UeN : LRnti CAMP: 'DO « tio . nil II . 
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Animals of India : Mammals 

y·ng Sq -rr I, ylopetes alboniger 

Black or hoary coloured squirrel with gr'eyish or white underparts and white or light 
patches in region of shoulder; head and body length 2 -27 cm;tail 19-21 em; inhabits 
forests at high elevations from 1800 m up to tree·line. 

Partico'lo'ured Flying Squirrel, Hylopetes albon/ger 

Distribution: India: Sikkim, West Bengal (D.arjeeling district> and North-eastern States. 
Elsewhere: China, Myanmar, Nepal and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IU'eN : VU (Nationally) .. DO (Globally). 

Sma 1 as lye g Sq irrel, Hylopetes fimbriatus 

Fur light and buffy brown interspersed wit black; he.ad and body length 27cm .. tail 
28 em; hah" tat similar to that of the Particoloured Flying Squirrel. 

Distri,bution : India .: In Kashmir on y. Elsewhere . Pakistan .. 

Conservation status: ruCN : LRnt; CAMP,: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Sm·all Kashm'ir Flying Squirrel, HY'opetes fimbtis.tus 
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Murids are found in a var ty f 
bu ome of hem are fossoriai, 

ollow trees or log ,und _ rIo.' 
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S fa · y 
ORMOU'S 

'AC Y A 

This subfam' y includes the Asian species of spiny dormouse and comprises of only 
two genera. Out of these, on y one genus, Platacanthomys is disbibuted in India. This 
genus is endemic to this country and contains only one species, PIIQ,tacanthomys .lasiurus. 

The spiny dormouse in India is medium sized, having short spines on their body as 
its popular name implies and lacks claws in the l·mb.. 

o os, atacanthomys asturus 

Rat-like in appearance; body covered with short spines, tail shorter than he,ad and 
body and fully cov,ered with coarse ha "lS, becoming thick and bushy at its tiPi body 
reddish brown above and whitish on the undersurfacei head and body length 11.8-13.8 

em, tail 7.6-10.4; endemic to Indiai inhabits moist evergreen forests; arboreal in habit; a 
o pest of pepper, cashewnut, cardamom and jack fruit; also takes fermented palm .juic,e. 

IMalabar SPinY Dormouse, Platacanthomys lasiurus 

Distribution : India : Confined to south-western Peninsular India in Kamataka and 
Ker,ala. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP :: LRlc. 

'"' .... ,u.am Genus 2 

Species 2 

This subfamily includes Bamboo Rats which are heav' y build, provided with strong 
,claws in the limbs for digging. They prefer hill 'terrain and are highly fossorial. Accordingly 
their body is cylindric,al, neck indist'nct, eyes small or rudimentary, limbs short with large 
claws and tail short or vestigeal. Two species of Bamboo rats are found in India. . 



Con eroaUon 
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Distribution : India: M -g' I ya, 
Malays"a, Vietnam and outh rn 

Conservation status: IWPA: ' . Vi AMP : ~ t e ll , 



s 
Su fa -Iy C _C 
HAMSTERS 

I Genus 1 
I 

Species 2 

This subfamily is represented in India by a single genus Cricetulus which is Palaearctic 
in distribution with southernmost limit being Jammu '& Kashmir. This genus includes 
hamsters characterised by the presence of cheek pouches, a short tail devoid of terminal 
tuft and short hind foot. Two species of hamsters occur in India. 

r y s rf 
'. C igratorius 

Grey to sandy brown above, white below, tail mostly white 
and less than one-third the head and body length; head and 
body length 9.6 em, tail 3 em; body with dense fur and tail 
with hair; inhab ts arid mountain steppe; nocturnal; takes 
shelter in burrows dug by itselfj feeds on buds, young shoots, 
wild berries and insects. 

Distribution : India : Jammu '& Kashmir. Elsewhere : 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Asia 'Minor, Isreal, 
Greec'e, Mongolia, Palestines.l Russia and Turkey. 

C,onservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : EN 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

Lilt e Grey Hamster, Cricetulus migratorius 

ste , en e lu al ·cola 

Similar to the 'ttle Grey I amster but undersurface of body light ,grey, head and body 
length 8.2 .. 10 c ; tail length 2.9-3.3 em; habIt, habitats and diet similar to those of the 
Ladakh H,amster; OCCUJ;S above 3000 m altitude,. 

Distribution : India : Jammu & Kashimr.EIsewhere : Nepal and China. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. Vi CAMP: VU (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

y A Genus 3 

GER S i Species 4 

The gerbils or antelope rats are characterised by their long hind foot and a I.ong hairy 
tail, ending in a tuft .of hair unlike that of rats whose tails are without any hair. This is 
an Ethiopean subfamily 'found in arid and semi-arid r'egion. In India, however, one species 
has extended its range to non-arid region. Four species of gerbils occur in India .. 
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s iI, Menones hurrianae 

ized g rb t head and body length 11 ~13.7 cm, tail length 10- 2.9 cm; ta ' 
covered with a~s ,and tufted at tip , so es partly hairy; upper parts sandy grey to brownish 

ndian Desert Ge "., Meriones hurrianae 

bfamily AV COL A 
o 5 

grey, underparts pale yellow t dlrty 
whit ; a black streak above tail; diurnal 
and fossorial; makes extensive burrow 
system; feeds on grass seeds, rhizomes, 
stems and insects. 

Distribution: In,dia : Haryana, Punjab, 
Rajastha a d Guja at. Elsewhere : 
Pakistan and South-east Afghanistan. 

Conservation status : IWP A : Sch. V; 
C MP : RIc (Nat ' onally), DD 
(G obal y). 

Genus 4 

Species 11 
Endemic species 3 

Mmbers of this subfamily comprise of vole~ and lemmings. But emmmgs do not 
occur within Indian . it. On the other hand, 1 species of voles are found in India, all 
of whic ' ab ' t 'gh a I • tude of the I ~ aLaya. Out of these, three spec1 es, e Mo tain, 
¥ Ie, the Royle's Mountain Vole and the Baltistan Mountain Vole are endemic to this 
cou try Voles aJ1 fosso ' al in habit. Accordingly the' body is more 0 ess eylindrica 
with velvety fur, muzzle sort, ead rou ded, 'ears s ' a , taO Ie gth less t . an the length 
of head and body. 

yle' o a- Vol, A icola royl i 

Body dark brown above, underparts greyish, usually w 'th rusty 'tinge, tail bicoloured, 
dark above and pale below; hind foot ~eyish; head and body length 9.7-11.3 em, tail 3.2-
3.9 cm; end mie to India; found ' etwee 2600~3900 m altitude, ~'umal and fossorial; 
feeds on ,grass, leaves of alpine herbs, roots, etc. 

Distribution : India : Western Him,alaya in Ladakh Oammu & Kashmir}, Lahu and 
Kullu Valley ( imaehal Pradesh) and Kumaon (Uttaranchal). 

Conserv,Q,tion status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP :: DD (Nationally & Globally) 

ou Vo e, lticola albicauda 
Upper part pale reddish ,grey to dark yellowish grey; underparts, upper lip and tail 

whit ; head and body length 10.7 10,8 em; tail 3.2 em; endemic to India (vi,de Musser and 



Car eton 'nWil on and eed ,1'993); i ' ai , t p 
diets same as t at of the ' oyl 's Mountain Vol . 

Distribution: India : C ,nEined to a ~mu & 

Conservation status : IUCN : LRnt,; AMP: 0 ( ~ ti n I y . 

Mounta· Vo e, Alticola mo"tosa 
Body greyish rown a' ov , ilv ry 

alon,g the flanks tw upp r ,and rp ~ ; I 

4.2-58 em; tail b',colour d, du ' ~y a , v , who 0 h 
its tip; e demie to India <vide Mu r a ~ arl t i W'l -' 
habitat similar to th of the Royle' M u in v~ I . 

Distribution : India : C nfi d t J mm & mir. 

Conservation status : rue : VU. 

Mo Vole, Altico/II t(}ljc - kt'''I1 , ~ 

dakh ount.ln Vole, A/flco/ •• tollczkanU8 

Corr 
( tio 

Thomas's Mo _n ain Vol .f Alticola tracl'(' .Ii 

'I 

Similar to the Ladakh Mount,ain Vole, but upper part ply llowi h 
inconspicuously lined wit ~ longer blac'ki h hai ; h ad ' ~nd ody :1 n h " ·12 m, t ~ 'J 1 . • 
3 em; habit, hab'tat and diet as in other vo es. 

Distribution : India : In the Himalaya from Jammu 
epal and China. 

Conservation status: Not known. 

hmir t 



Upper parts light ,greyish brown 
with slight rufous tinge, greyish white 
below without any sharp line of 
demarcation along the flanks; head 
and body length 9.1-115 em, tail ,3.1 ... 
5.4 em; 'tail bicoloured, brown above, 
duty white below; habit, habitat and 
diet as in other voles. 

Distribu,tion : India : Jammu & 
Kashmi and Him,achal Pradesh,. 
Elsewhere: Afghanistan, China, N'epal, 
Pakistan and Tibet. 

ConservaUon ,s,tatus : Not known. Silvery Mountain Vo_e, Atticala argentatus 

, o h nomy m I no a e 
Dark and thick furred vole; body clove brown above with golden hair tips, pale below, 

tail and hind foot dark; diurnal ,and fossoriaI; inhabits wooded jWlglesand grassy meadows; 
d' et as in other voles. 

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pr,adesh. Elsewhere : North Myanmar. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally). 

, Vi 1, yp racriu J r t I· 
Body dark brown above, dull ochraceous below; head and body length 9,.111.1 em; tail 

1.9 .. 3.8 cm, bieo oured, dark above, pale be ow; hind foot sepia in colouri diurnal and 
fossoriali inhabits subalpine scrub zone and ,apline meadows above tree line at elevation 
2450 .. 3600 m; feeds on succulent roots and rhizomes .. 

Distribution : India . Jammu ,cSt Kashmir ,and Himachal Pradesh. Elsewhere ': Pakistan. 

Conservation status' IWPA: Sch.V; CAMP :DD (Nationally & Globally). 

, r 

Body yellowish brow or blackish brown above and greyish or brownish below; head 
and body length 8.4-9.2 cm; tail indistinctly bicotoured, -3.2-3.5 cm; hind foot dark grey; 
diurnal and fassorial; inhabits moist temperate forests and grassy slopes at 1850 ... 3050 m 
altitude; feeds primarily on roots, rhizomes and tubers. 

,Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. Elsewhere: Pakistan. 

Conservation st,atus : IWPA : Seh.. Vi CAMP: VU (Nationally), ,DO (Globally). 



A 

Body yellowish brown ,a ove and greYl ' 'whit 
below; I _ead and body lengt 9.8-12.8 em; t i rt, 
hairy, 2.6·,3.5 em . ong and sma l ears; d " I 
fosso:ria; . ,habits mou ta'" noU' r gi n ,at v ry hi h 
,altitude at 4500 m.· 

So e workers included t' pis und nu 
Pitymys (Ellerman and Morison-Scott, 951 . 

Distribution: India: _ dakh (Jamm &: hmir) 
Ka gra Valley (Himachal rad h). £1 wl,ere : 
and So th .. w t China. 

Conservation status : .IW : Sch. V; AM 0 
( atia ally &: Globally). 

Body slaty 0 dish b ,wn a 
11.9 em, ta' 3 . .8-5.2 em; ar sli tly I 
" ,ab' ts eadow, rh d d ndron an 
primanIy on vegetable matt r. 

Some workers inel ded this d 
Scott, 951). 

Distribution: India: S· .. ... 1 .... "­

Conservation status: Sch. V; CAMP : RIc ( , ti n UY)I 

This is the argest subfamily f the fami y M ' i 
Indian limit and includes f,ats and mice. These rod n 
sometimes sparsely cloth d with hair. Memb rs f th' 
diversified habitats in ,and around huma ha it' ti n , 
orchards, bushes, grasslands, forests and hi hland . 'm 
tunnels "n muddy, sandy, rocky and gravely ha itats while 

Genus 17 

Species 50 

Endemic species 10 

arborial and build nest:s in trees, bushe , roofs of ous , nd th Uk. 
the m'urinids occurring in India. 

r 



Ge us Apodemus 
Old Wo ,d Wood Mic 

It is a Palaearctie genus whos distributiQn range has ext · nd d SQuth up to' th . alaya 
within dian limit. In India this genus is rep res . nt d by three species. 

shmi Wood ouse, Apodemus rusiges 
BQdy yellowish to' dark brO'wn above, gveyish white belO'w, no e earmid~O' sal stripe; 

fur SQft, head and b dy length 8.3-10..7 cm, tail 9 1~12 cm, bicoloured, dark above paler 
be OWi teats 3 pair; endemic to' India; inhabits scrub, m'eadows and, arid, rocky and 
subalpin habitats; nocturnal and fossorial; teed primarily on plant mate 'al,O'ccas'o y 
in cts. Some wor estreat this Quse as a subsp ci s of A. sylvaticus (see Agarwal, 2000). 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, I • achal Prades and UttaranchaL 

Conservation status: Not 'known. 

Y low-naked Wo d Mo se, podemus wardi 

Similar to' the Kashmir Wood Mou e but la ger ' size; ead and bQdy length 9.2-11.1 
em and tail 9-12.4 em; teat 3 pair; habits a d habitat similar to' those of the Kahmir 
Wood Mouse, 

Di tribution : India: Jammu & Kash ' 1, imachal Pradesh and Utt.ar ca. Elsewhere 
epa!, Pakistan, A (ghan '; ta and .an. 

Conserv,aHon status: otknQwn. 

M P d mu draco 

Similar to the Kashmir Wood Mou 'e, but ears darker and teats 4 pairs. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh. Elsewhere: China and Myanmar. 

Conservation stlatus : Not known. 

r .m.l 
rv 

It is also a l alaearcHc genus and includes only one species as follows, d'str'butional 
r.ange of which has extended south to North-east India. 



A very small mouse nd soft-
head and body Ie g h 6 e ' ; il r 
,than he.ad and body length, 9 em 1 ngf 

b- ds ' es in tree ; ~ 

Distribuhon: _~dia: A ' d 
and C '. a. 

Conseruaticm status : 

India. 

a 
' amboo el m 
primarily ,on v g . ta 

Distribution : India. I rth 
Thaila d, ao I Vi tna'm, 
Indone ia. 

Con,servatio,n status : IU 
(N,ationally), D'D (Globally). 

Me:mbers 6f t- ge us comp 
and feet have flat nails and 
occurs in India-

. V; _ 

I Ice, CIt'I~, ~"'" 1JI,,,DIdI .. 



I ouse, Vandeleuria oleracea 

Dull to rusty brown above, white below .. head and body length .5.3·9.5 em; fur soft and 
silky; taimuch longer, ,about one and a half time the ength of bead and body and non§ 
tufted; nocturnal ,and ,arboreal; builds nest in trees preferably in palm, ,canes and bamboo 
thickets; feeds primarily on buds .. shoots and fruits and occasionally insects. 

Indian ILo .talledTree Mouse, Vsndeleurla oleracea 

Distribution : India : Almost throughout the country in suitable habitats. Elsew~e : 
Nepal .. Sri Lanka, Myanmar to Vietnam. 

Conseroa,tion status : IWPA : Sch V, CAMP: RIc (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

e s s . 
Ie 

Members of this genus include the common . _ ouse Mouse. They have soft, harsh or 
spiny fur and their tails ,ar-e covered by fine hems but, appear to be naked. Ten species of 
Mus are known so far from India. 

ouse Mo se, us musculus 
Body sandy brown to dark brown above, white 

to ochraceous blown below; head and body length 
5.5..;9.4 cm; tail faintly bicoloured, dark above and 
white below, 6.4-9.9 em long; fur soft; nocturnal; 
occurs in and around human habitation mcluding 
houses, shops, godowns, gardens and fields; feeds 
primarily on vegetable matters, oc(;asionally insects. 

Distribution : India : Almost throughout the 
country. Elsewhere : occurs almost throughout the 
world through its close association with human 
beings. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: LRlc 
(Nationally), DO (Globally). 

IHouse Mo'use, ,Mus musculus 
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below; fur 

yg y ·e o e, .Mus 
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· . Y Mo _se, Mus cooki' 

Similar to the Fawn-coloured Mouse, but larger in size, head and body length 7-10 em; 
fur bristle like; body light brown above, grey be ow; ta' b' coloured, dark above ,and pate 
below, generally smaller than ead and body length, 6-9.6 cm long; inhabits conif~r and 
broad-leaved forests in grassy habitats mostly in mountanous region, oe,casionally' t e 
vicinity of cu tivat,ed fields. 

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manip~, NagaIand, MeghaIaya, 'West 
Bengal, Maharastra, Kamataka, ' e ala and Tamil Nadu. Elsewhere: Nepali Myanmar, 
China, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA ! SCh. V, CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

80 0 e's o se, us famulus 

B dy reddish to ,chocolate brown above, chestnut With grey bas~s below having a 
sharp . e of de area 'on along the flanks; ead and body length '7,.9-9.1 em; tail shorter 

Bonhote"s Mouse, Mus famulus 

than that length, 7.9-8.3 em, unicoloured, dark; soft fur; endemic to India; inhabits evergreen 
forests, nocturnal and fossor'a , 

Distribution: India: Report'ed only from the NilgiriHills, Tamil Nadu. 

Conservation status: UeN: ENi WPA: Sch. V; CAMP: EN. 



ndlan Brown Spiny MOUN Alu. pI. tythrlx 

Body brown to buff above and whi 
sho:rt r than t . s I ngth, 5-6.2 ,cm., ico u ­

, 

only On Nepa out 'de _dian lim't (A,graw I, 2 
from rocky habitat . 

Dis,tribution : India : Andllra rade h, "t mil 
Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere : e a1. 

Conservation s,tatus : fWPA : Sch. V; M ' 

y 

Distribution : Ind,;a ~ T ro g' out th co ntry, th 
Elsewhere : Pakistan ,and Ne al. 

Conservation status : IW -'A : Sch Vi 'CAM Rl (' "" '~lV. "UI . 

, 
Body greyish to dar, br w _ ab v , lig t g Y b 1 'w, 

tail slightly longer than t 's ength, 8,.5-10 em, bie u _ 
nocturnal; . nhabits evergreen for t in hi' Iy 



Distribution: India: Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assaql, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya. Elsewhere ! Myanmar, Bhutan, China, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conseroation status: IWPA: Sch. V; DO (Nationally & IGlobally). 

Ge tOmys 
C p' M 

This g,enus includes only one species, Diomys crumpi popularly called the Crump's 
Mouse or the Manipur Mouse .. It occurs in India .. Though it is popularly called mouse its 
prime ,char,acteristic features, such as, proodont incisors (i.e., incisors project forward) and 
condylobasal length exceeding occipitonasallength are normally found in theB.andicoot 
Rats, Nesokia and Bandicota. 

Manip r Mo se or Crump's Mo e, Diomy c umpt 

Body brownish grey abov'e, greyish white below, head and body length 10.2-13.5 cm; 
tail little longer than this length on average, bicoloured, deep brown above, greyish below; 
'earI"elatively largle; fur thick and soft, tail scantly haired; inhabits hilly terrain. 

Distribu.tion : India :: Bihar (Paresnath hills) and Manipur. Elsewhere: Nepal and Myanmar. 

Conserva:tion status' IUCN : LRnt; IWPA : Sch.V;CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

e Bandieo a 
ndl _O t Rat 

These are robust and specialised fossorial r.ats and epres1ented by two species 
in India. 



Also known as the Indian Mole Rat; body greyish 
br-own to blackish above, occasionaUy with a reddis 

ue, light to dark ~y be ow; size robust 13.2-23.7 
,em; tail sborter than this length, 9.9 20 em, dark and 
unicoloured; fur short and harsh; nocturnal and 
fossorial; inhabits extensive burrow system in 
cultivated fields and in and around godowns; one 
of the 'most serious crop pests in India and hoards 
large quantity of grains in its burrow. 

Dist,ribution : India. Almost throughout the 
country. Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Myanmar, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos and Vi~tnam. 

Conservation s,tatus ; IWPA : Sch. V; CA'MP : LRk (NatioR&llly)# l)l) (l~lub.lll~·), 

te __ & .. _& .. ~ __ t 

Large and heavily build rat, body blackish bn}wn abuv ... -, gn.-y t...-Iow; hC:"ld .ll\.:1 t",~t~· 
length 24.S-30.5 cm; tail subequal to this length, 24.5-31,5 lom; d':lrk.lnd unkulu\u,\'\t fur 

harsh {spiny in some c,ases); 
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits 
self constructed burrow system in 
fields and residential complexes of 
rural and urban areas; feeds on 
grains, tubers, coms, roots,gr:asscs, 
molluscs, crabs and insects. 

Distribution : In,dia : Almost 
throughout India. Elsewhere: Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thiland, 
Vietnam, Laos., China, Malaysia 
,and Indonesia. 

Conse.rvation sta,tu5 : IWPA : Sch. 
V; CAMP: LRnt (Nationa Iy), DO 
(Globally). 

Sit 

It i nt" y in 

N' ok; 
. ~ll It {, 



A beavily build rat, reddish to slaty brown ,abov'e, white below, 
head ,and body length, 14.5-17.7 Iem; tail mueh shorter ,than this 
length (as its popular name implies), 8.4-10.5 em, dark and 
unicoloured; fur short and harsh in summer ,and soft in winter; 
noctwnal and fossoriali inhabits cultiv.ated fields, fruit or-chards 
and natural grasslands; makes burrows usually in soft, moist soil 
and bunds; feeds on young shoots, roots, grains, fruits and grasses. 

Distribution ~ India' Rajasthan, ' unjab, Haryana, De ., Uttar 
Pradesh, St ar ,and West Ben,ga . Elsewhere: Nepal, Banglades , 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and West to Egypt. 

Conservation status : IWPA :: 5eh. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), 
DD (Globally). 

Sort-tailed Bandicoot Rat, Nesolcia indica 

Genus Golunda 
Indian Bus at 

It is a thickset heavy rodent and vole ... like in appearance. This genus includes only a 
single species which also ocCW"S in India. 

de Bu h a , olunda ellioti 
Body ,greyish brown to blackish above, white to bluish grey below; head and body 

length 10.2-17.0 em; tail shorter than that length, 8.6-13.1 em, distinctly bicoloured, dark 
brown above, pale below; fur thick; inhabits forests) bushes, orchards and near cultivation; 
diurnal; feeds-on succulent vegetable matter, young shoots, berries and seeds. 

Distribution : India : Throughout the country in suitable habitats. Elsewhere : Pakistan, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Iran. -

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP ! LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globa y). 

G n s attus 
at 

Th's IS one of the largest genus in mammals in number of species. In India 11 species 
have been reported so jar, of which four .species, namely, the Miller's Nicobar Rat, the 
Zelebor's NicobarRat, the Miller's Andaman Rat and the Ranjmi's Field Rat ,are endemic 
to this country. 



BOdy having various shades of brown above, venter ,greYISh buff in 
indoor forms and white or creamy with a medial streak of grey or irn?gular 
grey patches in outdoor forms; head and body length 1 '1.(,,20.3 em; tail 
longer than this length, 15.9 25.6 em and unicoloured; fur short and harsh; 
nocturnal and primarily arborea ; inhabits diversified habitats, in hOuse5f 

cultivated fields, secondary forests in hilly a,nd plain areas; a serious pest 
of crops and seed grains, also feeds on insects. 

Di'stribution : India: Almost throughout the country. EIstu,htrt: 
Cosmopolitan, introduced 'wo d-w.ide in tropics and temperate zones. 

Conservation status! IWPA . Sch,. V; CAMP: LRlc (N,ationaUy), DO 
(G~obally). 

n 

Himalayan Rat, attus nitidus 
Body dusky brown above and silvery to dark grey below at times 'with a rusty tinge; 

head and body length 14.9 18.8 em, tail may be longer o,r shorter, 13.~21 em, uniroloure<i, 
dark; fur soft; arborea.l; inhabits montanae forests and near human dwelling at 685-2740 m 
altitude. 

Distribution ': India :Uttaranchal, West Bengal, Sikldmf Arunachal Pradesh~ Assam~ 
Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya a:nd Tripura. E,'~'rtrr : Bangladesh, Myanmar~ Nt-pat 
Bhutan, China, Laos, Thailand, 'Vietnam, Philippines and New Guinea. 

Conseroation status: IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP : 0 :0 (Nationally &I Globally). 

rawn at, attus noroegiCfl 

Body dark brown above, grey below, large in sizel head ,and body 'length 20. :~ .. ZC; ~"n'; 
tail shorter than that length, 18.3-21.3 em; obscurely bicoloureci; small l-ars; ntll"tun,al; 
inhabits godowns ,and nearby areas" 

Distribution: India: Almost throughout the country. f.,'St~"tl,(·n· : A Pald~,arcti(" Sl'l'('il~; 
now distributed throughout greater part of the world due to accidenta transportahun by 

uman agency_ 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; 'CAMP : lRic (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

S 0 es a a, attu 
Body brown to greyish brown above, white below; head and body length 1~ .. 20.b ('On,; 

tail sli,ghtly shorter than that length, 13.2-1,8,,1 em, distinctly bicoloun..-d, dark ab.:lvl', ",hit\' 
below; fur g'enerally soft; nocturnal; usuaUy lives in houses. 

Distr,ibution : India: Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal P:radesh. E/~l",~rr : I)nki~t.ln . 

Conservation status: Not known. 



esta Ra I Rattus turkestanicus 

Body brown to sandy brown above and white 
below in some population; in others rufous to dark 
brown above and white or greyish white be 'OWi head 
and body length 13.9-21.7 cm; tail longer than that 
length, 16-23 em, usually bicoloured, dark ,above and 
white below and occasionally unico oured; fur usually 
soft, sometimes stiffer; inhabits coniferous forests, 
barren rocky mountains, cultivated fields and in and 
around human habitation at high altitudes 1200-4250 
mi feeds primarily on vegetable matter, occasionally 
insects. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, UttarnahcaI, Sikkim and West Bengal 
(Darjeerng dis'trict). Eisewh.ere : Pakistan, Nepal, 
Afghanistan,C' ~ a, Iran and Kirghizia. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DO 
(Nationally & Globally). 

Turkestan Rat, ,Rattus ,turlcestanicus 

Sikk·m Ra I Rattus sikkimensis 
Similar to the Common House Rat in appearance; its longer black hair on the mid­

dorsal line of the body and pure white underparts make it distinctive; head ,and body 
length 14-19 cm; tail longer, 15.6-23.7 cm; habits and habitat similar to those of the Conunon 
House Rat. 

Dis,tribution : India : Sikkim, West Beng,al (Oarjeeling district), Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere' Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, China, 
Laos, Vietnam, CambodIa., Hong Kong,. 

Conservation status ,: IUC,N : VU; fWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally) 

'Temminck's Rat, Rattus tanezumi 
La~ger species, underparts dusky; he,ad and body length 16.2-18.5 cm; tail larger than 

this length, 19.5-23.5 ,em long. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh., Manipur, Assam, West Bengal, Sikkim, Andhra 
Pradesh, Kamataka, Ker,ala and Andaman and Nicobar islands. Elsewhere: Nepal., Bhutan, 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Molluccas, Micronesia Islands 
of Eniwetok, New Guinea, Taiwan and Vietnam. 

Conserva.tion status: Not known. 



ALFRED 

The following four species of Rattus are endemic to India, of 'whkh thn.'e are c-onfined 
to Andaman and Nicobar islands and the remaining one is found in Kerala. 

Mil's co ,rr~ 1 

Body having a fine grizzle of dark brown or russet above, light buff or creamy ~low; 
large, head and body length 21 .5 em; taU subequal to that length, 21 ,.Sem, unicoloured 
and wWormly dark brown; hind foot Ions; fur soft; endemic to India; habits not known. 

Distribution: India : Reported only from the Trinket island I Nicobar. 

Conservation status: IUCN : VU. 

's ic~ · .... - .. a, a IS p 

Body dark brown above, white below; large, head and body length 21.5 em; taU shortl"-, 
21.Scm, unico oured, wholly dark; hind foot lo:ng, fu'r harsh and ~pinoU8; endemic to 
India; arboreal; inhabits crown of palm 'trees, leaps from tree ,to tree (MUler, '1'9(2). 

Distribution: India: Reported from Nicobar ISlands (probably Greal Nicobar). 

,Conseroation status : IUCN : VU;IWPA : Sch. 'V; CAMP: VU. 

· e's __ a._ -·--...... d 

Body having a coatSe grizzle of dark brilwn and ochrareous buff on upper surfa~ ,an,d 
grey below, large and heavily build, head and body length 24.~ em; tail short~rf .'1.] em. 
faintly bicoloured; hind foot lon~ greyish brown; fur harsh 8'nd spinous; ,end,,·mic to 
India; inhabits f~:rests . 

. z Distribution : India : Confined to Andaman islands (South Andaman. Liet1", Andan\an 
and Henry Lawrance islands). 

Conse.rvat.ion status: IUCN : VU;IWPA : Sch. 'V; CAMP : DO (N.lti(lnal y & CI'Ol,l.ll:lyt 

d t, . 
a liS r nJ,n 

Body bistre above and darker on posterior quarter, dirty 'white tx'lo~'; lal'Ke in Sll. .. \ 

head and body length 16,.2-26.1 em; t,ai ,equal or shorter than that Il'ngth. 15.7-23 .. 2 \"nl. 

'unicoloured; hind foot long, fur ' ,ong, having soft spines; endemic to India. \,\lUe\ .. t .. -d tnlnl 
rice field. 

,Distribut,ion ; India: Found In I<era a. 

Conseroation status: IUC'N : VU; IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP: VU (Nationally). DO «.lob.lUy). 



Gen s Millardia 
ASIa Sof -furred Ra s 

In external appear,ance this genus rese I hies Rattus, but its toes are shortened, the fifth 
one scarcely re.aches the fourth and its tail is usually subequal to head and body length. 
Three species of Millardia occur in India, of which one species, the Large .Metad is endemic 

to this country. 

So t urred etad, Mil.lardia meltada 

Body grey to dark brown above, grey to gre~h white below; head and bOdy length 
11.5- 5 .. 4 em; tail shorter than that length, 9.2-13.1 CUl, bicoloured, dark above ,and pale 
below; nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits irrigated crop fields and grasslands, also in gravely 
so' 

Distribution : India : Throughout the COWltry except Northweast. Elsewhere : Nep.al, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Conseroation status : IWPA . Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Sa d coloured Me ad, Millardia gleadowi 

Body sandy brown abo¥e, white below, a fulvous patch prese t on throat; head .and 
body en,gth 7.7..;9.3 em; tail equal to or shorter than this length,6.7-9.3 ,an, usually bicoloured, 
dark above, white below, occasionally unicoloured, pale; inhab'ts dry sandy and rocky areas; 
nocturnal; primarily graminivorous, also feeds on buds and tender shoots. 

Distributicm : lndia : Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere :-Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. V; LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

La ge etad, Millardia kondana 

Body dark brown above, greyish white below; head and body length 16.8-20 em; tail 
(.) shorter than this length, 11.5 18..6 em, .faintly bicoloured, dark above, greytSh below; endemic 

·to India; nocturnal; inhabits burrows on a plateau at 1270 altitude having bushes and 
W some trees. 

Z Dis.tribution : !n,dia : Known only from its type locality, Singarh (Pune, Maharastra) 

Conservation status: lUeN : EN; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU. 



A 

Genus mys 
Soft fu-.. --

Rats ,of this genus a.re also .soft-fu~, but their tails are longer than their he.ld and 

body and their fifth toes of hind feet long. Three species of Cn"'''f()',''Ys ,an- kno~'n tn)m 
India, of which two species, the Cutch Rock Rat and the Large Rock Rat are ~nd(.·mil- to 

India. 

Cu c R k Rat,remnomys utelr ·CU 

Body dull grey to brown above, whi,te below, sometimes mixl-d 'with grey; ht-ad and 

body length 10.~12.1 em; tail longer, 13.2-15.6 em, unicoiouR.'(1, dar,k or indisbnt11~f 
bicolouredi fur soft; endemic to India; prefers rocky habitat with sparse..· vl~t:'tati()n; dit-f 

W primarily plant material, occasionally insects. 

Distribution: India: Gujarat, Rajasthan, Kamat,aka, Tamil Nadu, Andhr:a Ilradlash .1nd 
Bihar. 

Conservation status: WPA: Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc. 

Large oc a , Cremnomys Ivir 

Body brownish grey above, greyish white below; head and body length 12.6·14 ,, '~ em; 

tail longer, 18-19.6 em, faintly bicoloured, dark above, pale below; endemic 10 India; 
habits and habitat not known. 

Distribution: 'India: Known only from the type locality in Tamil Nadu U(urambapatti. 
Salem district). 

Conservation status: rueN: VU; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: VU" 

......... "aafo d' _ t, Cremno,my blanford; 

Body ,grey to :reddish brown above, white below; head ,and body length 15.1-18.2 em; 

tail longer, l8,.5-20.,8cm, bicolou~, whoUy dark proximally and YtthuUy \\'hit'e distally; 
lives in rocks, boulders and c,aves in scrub jun,gle and dry deciduous forests; nocturnal; 
diet primarily plant material ,and occasionally insects. 

Distribution : India : West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh~ Tamil Nadu~ Kt.'ral41. 
Maharastra, Goa, Kamataka and Madhya Pradesh. EJsnt)lr~" :: Sri Lanka. 

Conservation status :: IWPA ! Sch. V; CAMP: Rnt (Nationally)' DO (Globally), 



Genus Berylmys 
Wood Ra s 

T _ i g nus is similar to Rattus but externally distinctive in 'having dense, crisp, iron 
grey fur. T fee spec' es of BenJlmys occur in India. 

Bower's Rat, Berylmys bowersi 
Body larg,e-sized, dark brown to brownish grey above, white below; head and body 

length 23,6-28.5 em; tail slightly longer, 24.9-29,2 cm, brown in prox' al part and whol y 
white in distal one fifth; nocturnal and fossorial; usually inhab'ts primary for sts a d 
h'ghlands above 600 m, also in cultivated ·elds. 

Distribution : India : Arunac _al Prade h, Assam, Man 'pu, Mizoram, Nagal.and and 
Meghalaya. Elsewhere: Myanmar, China, Vietnam, Malaya Peninsula, Indones'a, aos 
a d Thailand. 

Conservation s,tatus : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: EN (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Mac e z· e's Rat, Berylmys mackenziei 
Body iron-grey to dark grey abovle, wh''te below; head and body length 16-22 cm; tail 

15-25 .. 4 em, brown in proxima part and wh'te in distal one-third to one-half; inhab'ts 
montane forests at 1000-2000 m alftude .. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. Eisewhe~e : Mya ' ar, 
China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. V; CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO (G obally). 

Mani ur Rat, Berylmys manipulus 

Body having dense crisp, iron grey pe age above, wh'te below; head and body Iengt 
13,.5-18 em; tail equal or longler than that length, 14- 8.7 em, proximal part brown a d 
distal one-third whit-e; nocturnal and fossoria1; usually inhab'ts oak scrub, evergreen forests 
and riverine 'meadows at 80-1650 m alt~tudei feeds on plant material, insects and 
earthworms. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Manipur ,and Nagaland. Elsewhere: Myanmar. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP: DD (Nationally '& Globally). 

Genus Leopoldamys . 
Long-tailed G·ant Rats 

This genus can be externally d' fferentiated hom Rattus by its larger body, much longer 
ta'l and, shorter and thinner fur. In I dia, it is represented by single species, as follows. 



A 

Edward', eopoldamys dward · 

Body large sized, brown above, slightly darke'r in the middle, white below; head and 
body length 21-25.8 cm; tail much longer than that length~ 26.4-31.5 em, bicoloured, dark 
brown ,above, greyishtlo white below, .fur short and spiny; inhabits montane fon.~ts . 

Distribution: In,dia West Bengal (OalijeeUng dis'tricO, S:ikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere: Myanmar, China~ Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

Conservation status: lWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: DO (Nationally &£ Globally), 

Members of this genus include soft, densely furred rats which inn •• bit high altitude. In 
India, Nivive,nter is represented by six speceis, all of which are richly colountd above.- .lnd 
whitish or paler below. 

, Nivi r I,Ia 

Body reddish brown above, ,grey below sharply contrastoo with 'bac'k; ,fur dl·n~ an,! 
spineless,; face with a dark ring around eyes; head and body length 14·15.5 ('n,; tai:1 
considerably long, 21.5-24 em, bicoloured, dark above, whitish below, modl~rall·ly hai~1 

and tends to be tufted at the tip; inhabits coniferous and rhododendrun fOrl-~ts and Nm~l(' 
thickets at high altitude from 2250-3700 m; diet primarily insects, also vt."geta't-Je matll'r. 

Distribution! .India: In the Himalaya in Sikkim andWcst Bengal (Darj(.'\~linA d :istricl~ . 

Elsewhere: In the mountaneous region of Nepal, Myanmar and China .. 

Conservation status' IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: VIU (Nationally), D'D (Globally). 

a aya C e 

Body fulvous to reddish brown above, white 
below, fur spiny and soft; head and body length 
11.2-1,6.4 em; tail considerably longer, 13.7 .. 22.3 
cm., bicoloured, dark above, pale below, ,also 
occasionally unicoloured; fur spiny or soft; 
nocturnal ,and fossoriai, inhabits evergreen 
forests, shrubs, r,ocks near water; diets primarily 
plant material, occasionaUy ins'ects. 

Distribution : India : In the Himalaya in 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar,anchal,West Bengal 
<Oarjeeling district), Sikkim, ,Arun,achai Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur and M,eghal.aya. 

Him. avan Ch •• tnut Aat" Nlvlvent., lulve.cen. 



Elsewhe~e : A montane rat found in Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, China, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. Vi LRlc (Nationally), DO (Glob-idly). 

• I alaya W - e-be I- ed at, Niviventer niviventer 

Body dark grey above,white below, sharply 
demarcated on sides; fur spiny or soft; head and 
body length 11.4-16.6 em; tail moderately long, 14.2-
20.5 em; bieoloured, dark above and whitish belowi 
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits montane forests 
up to 3600 m near streams; diets primarily vegetable 
'matter, occasionally insects. 

Distribution : India: ima,ch.ai pradesh, 
Uttaranehal, West B.engal (Darjeeling district), 
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya,. Elsewhe~e : In the 
mountains of Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, 
C,ambodia, IChina, Formosa, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. V; CAMP: DO 
(Nationally & Globally). 

Hilmalayan White-bellied Rat, 
Nivlventer niviventer 

a ta- ed a aya Ra I Niviventer langbianis 
Body brownish grey above, bright orange-brown on flanks, white below; head and 

body length 14 em; tail longer, 14.8 em, unicoloured, dark; fur soft, occasionally spinous; 
inhabits primary ,and secondary forests. 

Distribution : India: Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar, Thailand, Laos ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP: DD (Nationally & Globally). 

o as' C es n Ra _, Niviventer brahma 
Body orange brown above, greyish below; head and body length 14-15.5 em; tail 

considerably longer, 21.5 ... 24 em, hairy, penicillate, faintly bicoloured, dark above, greyish 
below; fur soft, dense and long; inhabits cool, moist, dense temperate forests at about 1800 
m a titude. 

Distribution :: India : Arunachal Pradesh ,and Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar. 

Conservation status : IWPA :: Sch. V; CAMP :: EN (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



A et Ill. 

en~as~~eri at, 'Vlve 

'Body large, yellowish above, white below, tip of tail sightly tufted. 

D,istribution : India : Mizoram and Assam. ,Elsewhere: Myanmar and Vietnam. 

Conservation ,status '. IWPA : Sch. Vi CAMP :: 0 :0 (Nationally '& Globally). 

D~nomys is ,a large ~a,t without having any characteristic external distinguishing ft. .. ,ature,. 

However, it can be distinguis ed by the presence of large and broad mawlary tooth row's 
and small bulla. Its popular name is derived from its relatively large molar t .. ",-th. •• 
includes a single species, the Millard's Rat which also occurs in India. 

a n y 

A heavily build 'large rat, dark grey to brown above, f1«ked 'wi'th buft und~rsurf41",,\· 
silvery grey to greyis'hwhUe; head ,and body length 22.8-29 em; tail 'lon,gerl 32.S ,3J .~ "'m,, 
unicoloured, brown; found fromlOSO to 1830 m altitude; habits and habitat not kn()\,·n . 

Distribution: In,dia: West Bengal (Darjeeling district)., Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and 
Nagaland. Elsewhere : Nepal, China and Laos. 

Conservation statua : IWPA: Sch .. V; C,AMP : VU (Nationally), DO '(Globan~~) . 

This genus is monotypic and represented by ,the followin,g sp"'("il-S. It .1lsu O(~"\1~ tn 

India. 

'Body speckled brown above, 'pale fawn to greyish white bt-l\l\\' ,lnd .1 ,"IS.~' 'in~\' \'1\ 

rump; he,ad and body leng,th 9.814 em; tail 5 ightly o:nger, 12,·13.8 ,,'Om, bi.:,'I'lul\'\l. ''''4'r~ 

above and pale below; fur soft and spiny; inhabits oak pa'rkland, oak scrub and Il'\·\'~n.,·n 

fo~sts at 915-1220 m altitude; Eeeds mainly on tender shoots and Il'''V(-S. 

Distribution: India: Manipur and Assam,. E/sro.·1,r('rc' : China. 

Conservation status ': IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DO (NationaUy &: Glub.,lly'). 



Fami_y DIPODI AE 
BIRCH MICE 

Members of this family are characterised by remarkab e adaptations for jumping. Their 
hind legs ,are four times longer or more than fo~ legs. Only single representative of this 
genus is ,found in India. 

C inese itch Mouse,Sicista concolor 
Small, mouse-like, drab grey fawn above, under parts paler; head and body length 

6.7 cmand tail fairly lon,g, 10.9 em ,and bicoloured. 

Distribution : Ind,", : Jammu &I<aShmir at an altitude of about 3000 m. Elsewhere: 
Pakistan, China, Chinese Turkistan and Parts of former USSR. 

Conserva,tion status: CAMP: DO (Nationally &: Globally). 

Fam]y HYS _ _CID _ 
PORCUPI _ S 

Porcupines can easily be identified by their ,characteristic long spines or ,quills which 
are modified d rsaI· h' These ums· · uall ' hed d L- 'h unIik'· h f o _ aIrS.. _ . q _ __ are us __ y s_ _ an grow u 'e5 et ose 0 

hedgehogs. Some other rodents also possess spines but these are not so 0 g ,and strong. 
Three species of porcupines occur in India. 

ndian Crested PoreulP'1 e, Hystrix Indics 



ALFRED et ale : R.od."CJ 

Largest porcupine of India, massive in bu'ld, h a an '_ 
short, less than one-fifth of hat len,gt ; ,a 'long, br wn re t f 
neck; coarse bristles cover shoulder and be Iy; ba,ck c v 
alternative bands of b~own and w ite; n tumal and t_ 
sa d dunes and deciduous forests; feeds prim r'ly n ve2_4 ~lal[Jle 0' ..... , ....... 

Distribution : India: hrou,gho t th 
west to . sreal and "' rth t Ru ian Tu 

Conservation status ; IW : Sch. IV; 

H.- 1 a ay n rest e SOC 

Similar to the Indian C sled Porro in but 
or absent; head and ody length 45-'75 cml til ' 

Hlme ayen Cre.tle •• Porcupine, Hptrlx btachyu,. 

nil), 

I I 



212 

. 
a c , Atherurus mac 'Ourus 

Smaller porcupine, head and body length 36-56 CDl: tail one-third to half of that length; 
no crest on head; soft flattened spines cover neck, shoulders and under surface ,of the 
body; spines of lumber region lon,ger and interspersed with white bristles: tail covered 
with scales, hav" ng short spiny bristles in between and with cluster of papery hairs ,at tip; 
nocturnal, lives in burrows among rocks in hilly areas, feeds an vegetable matter, insects 
and carrion. 

Asiatic 8,rus_ -tailed Porcupine, Atherurus maclOurus 

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya,. Elsewhere : Myanmar, China, 
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Malay Peninsula and adjacent islands. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. ll; CAMP: EN (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



Order Lagomorp a includes rabbits, hares and pikas or mouse--ha~ . They can be 
convenient y differentiated from the rodents in having four incisors on the upper jaw (a 
large anterior pair and a smaller posterior pair) instead of two in the latter. M'ofrover, 
lagomorphs have the testes permanently external but in rodents these are placed in the 
,abdomen 'excepting in the breeding season. Indian Lagomorphs comprise two families. 

7 

This family includes o:nly one genus Ochoto,PUI, the members of which are populary 
,called the Pikas or the Mouse Hares,. These are somewhat smaD in 'size, somewhat lib a 
guineapig in build having small muzz e, small rounded head, short, broad and roundt'd 
ears, short legs (hind legs beingscan:ely longer than the fore) and tail absent. Indian Pikas 
are represented by seven species. All of them are found only in the Himalaya, usually on 
open rocky ground above the tree lme.However, in the eastern part ,of the 'Himalaya 'they 
are found ,at somewhat low'er altitude and inhabit pine forests of the steep slopes as w,ell 
as in the open ground. Pikas are diurnal ,or crepuscular and feed on plan't materia . The 
followin,g are the Indian Pikas. 

oyl hoton royl I 



Roy e' Pi a, Ochotona roylei 
Body reddish brown having a pale band over the nape; head and body length 15-20 

em; common Pika ,of the North~west and Western Himalayaj inhabits high ~levation of the 
Himalaya between 3400 and 4300 m' ope rocky ground and Pine and Rhododendron 
forests. 

IRoyle's Pika Ochotona roylel 

Distribution: India: Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttaranchal. Elsewhere 
: Himalayan mountains in Pakistan. TIbet, Nepal ,and Myanmar; Central Asia and China. 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (G obally). 

o ·,S · a, Ochotona hibetana 

Body rich russet brown above, buff be ow; brown fur on the back side continues across 
the throat like a ,collari inhabits the Himalaya at 1800 ... 4100 m ,altitude in rocky areas in 
rhododendron forests and bamboo thickets. 

Distribution : India ! Sikkim.Elsewhere ! TIbet, Bhutan, Myanmar and China 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally) 

e ika, Ocho ona forres i 

Body reddish brown having ,grey patches behind each e,arj nape grey; inhabits 2500-
4500 m elev.ation 'Of 'the Himalaya in forested slopes. 

Dis,tribution : In,dia : Arunachal pradesh, Sikkim and Jammu &I<ashmir (Ladakh). 
Elsewhere : Bhutan, Myanmar and China. 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



A 

Also popularly known ,as the 8lac'k .. Upped Pika; body sandy brown, lips black giving 
one of its popular name; nose black-tipped, a distinct rusty patch behind each ear; inhabits 
the Himalaya at 5000-8000 m altitude. 

Distribution: India: Silddm and Jammu & Kashmir (Ladakh). £/~'hnr : NtT-'1, TIl""at 
and China. 

Conservation status: C,AMP :EN (Nationally), 'DO (GlObally). 

, 
Body sandy brown or grey above and white below; exterior of .. ~,us rust''\lloun.'\l; 

inhabits the Himalaya at 43(J()..5400m altitude. 

Distribution: India: Ladak (Jammu &t Kashmid. £'~rt,rr . Pakistan and TIbl-t. 

Conservation status: CAMP. DO (National y) 



Body pale sandy brown above and pale grey below, having an indistinct buff line on 
its middle of the belly; found in alpine and subalpine forests. 

Nubra Pika, Ochotona nubrlcs 

Distribution : India: Ladak (Jammu & Kashmir),. Elsewhere ,: Nepal and TIbet. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (N,ationally & Globally). 

Larg - ared Pika, Ochoto a macrotis 
Body pa e-brow'sh grey with an ochre tinge; ears broader hay' g 10 g hairs inside; 

inhabits alpine forests at 2500-6000 m ,altitude~ 

Large-eared Pilka, Ochotons mSCf'iotls 

Distribution ! India: Ladakh (Jammu & Kashmir). E.lsewhere : Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, China, Kazakhastan, Kirghizistan ,and Tadzhikistan. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (N,ationally & Globally). 



Hares and Rabbits can be d'stinguished fr,om the Pikas by their long ears and hind ll·,~. 
and by the pNsenc,e of tail. Four species of hares ,occur in India. 

la k­ , 
n rr Iii 

Also called the Indian Ha~; head and 
body length 40-50 em; presence of a dark 
brown or blac,k patch on its neck from 
ears to shoulder ma'kes it distinctive and 
gives one of its popular name; upper 
surf,a,ce of tail black; preferred habitat 
bush a,nd jungles alternating with 
cultivated plains,. 

Distribution: India: Almost ,throughout 
tbe country. Elsewhere : 8,angJadesh, 
Bhutan, .Pakistan, Sri Lanka ,and 
Indonesia. 

Conservation sta,tus: WPA : Sch,. IV; CAM : LR c (Ncltiunclll~'), 1)1) «(;I\lh.,U~·) . 



Wo y a e, Lepus oi sto 

Body brown, rump pale, tail br-own above, dirty white below; head and body length 
40-50 cm; fur thick and curly; preterred habitat open rocky terra' n at 2500-5400 m altitude. 

Woolly Hare, epus oiostolus 

Distribution : India : Jammu '& Kashmir <Upper Indus Vally, Upper Sutlej Valley and 
Ladakh) and Sikkim. Elsewhere : Nepal, Tibet, China, Korea and Taiwan. 

Conservation status: CAMP : DO (Nationally &: Globally). 

Cape are, epus tolai 

Body grey, m xed with buff and 
black; head and body length 40 50 
em; ta' black; ears long and fringed 
black on inside; prefers open rocky 
areas. 

Distributton : India : Gilgit 
(Jammu & Kashmir), Elsewhere : 
Afghanistan, China, Kazakhastan, 
Mongolia, Russia and Caspian to 
Eastern Iran. 

Conserv,ation st,atus: Not known. 

C.ape Hare, epus to/s,I 



Body dark brow.n abov~, white below but chest brownish; head and body Il-ngth 40 .. 
50 CDl; tail shorte. -; fur ·coarse and bristly. 

It is also c.aHed the Assam Rabbit as it is not a hare. It :15 cl·osely related to the r·abbit 
because its ears and hind legs are shorter .and youngs are blind at birth and .nalu.-d; but, 
hares possess open eyes at birth and 8.l'e furnished with fur; inhabits terrai grasslands and 
forests of the Himalayan foot hills. 

Distribution: India: Assam, West Bengal and Uttar Pradeslt. E'$t'Whnr : Bangladesh and 
Nepal. 

Conservation status: IUCN : EN; IWPA: Sch. I, Part I, ROB! CR; CITES: A:ppendix II; 
CAMP :: NB. -
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