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INTRODUCT ON 

The f-ormerly known Laccadjve, Ami~j and 
Minicoy ,group of [slands' the Arabian sea were 
named as Lal<shadweep in the yeaI 1973 to form 
one of the smallest Union Territories of India. 
Lal<;sh~d weep a..rchipela,go consists of 12 atolls, 
three reefs and fiv,e submerged banks with 10 of 
its 36 Islands (a.rea 32 sq.km.) be~ inbabited. 
Scientific expeditions in the area as such ,can never 
be f'estricted to small land mass but must cover a 
lagoon area of 42 sq. km., territorial waters of 
20;000 km. ,and the ,exclusiv,e economic zone of 
4(100)000 sq. km. 

Lakshadweep remained biologically one of 
the least explored regions in the Ind' an O<;ean. 
L&e other oceanic a~o11s in the dIlcumtropical 
,egion, these cor,al islands ar'e ,also known t-o 
support e~ceptionally rich and varied forms of life 
more in the sea round them on their land. Because 
of the great abundance of food fish in the 
Lakshadweep sea playing an important role in the 
econ.omy of the islands, subsequent 
investigations in this region were mainly 
concerned with the fish and fisheries by various 
Scientists .of the Fisheries Institutes. 

The Zoological Survey of India has in the past 
during the years 1982-1987 also made some 
frequent surv,eys of these islands and ,collected 
materials on div,erse groups of land and marine 
animals. The economy of the islands is solely 
dependant on living natural soUt>ces viz., Tuna in 
the seaw,ater and Coconut Palms on the land. 

These islands lie irf'egularly scattered in the 
South~Arabian sea about 200...400 km. off~ 

stretched along the south~west coast of India. 
They ,are situated between latitudes 8° and 13~ 
and lon,gitude 710 and 740 E. The Lakshadw,eep 
comprises in all 36 islands, islets, reefs ,and sand 
banks distributed north to south in the Arabian 
sea. ~en of these islands, viz., Bitra, Chetlat, Kiltan, 
Kalmat, Amini, Agatti, Androth, Kavaratti, 
Kalpeni and Minicoy are inhabitated by man. The 
ten inhabited islands has a land area of 28.5 sq. 
kms. and important because they ,offer suitable 
land and limited ground water resources for 
human settlement. These islands also support a 
rich variety of fauna in their reefs and lagoons. 

A,gatti isla d: Agatti island is the most 
westerly located islands lies between 100 51 N and 
720 11 E. It is club shaped, with a broad northern 
part and the narrow southern strip.. The island is 6 
kms. long, 1 kmwide at its broadest point and 27 
sq. kms. in area. As an exception, there are no 
storm beaches on its eastern side and clean sandy 
belt occur in the intertidal zone. lhick coconut 
growed oc,cur on the northern side, while the 
southern part supports short shrub jungles 
ending with spiny grasses on the shore. Separated 
by.a narrow channel in the lagoon on the southern 
side lies the small uninhabited islet Kalpitti, with 
rocks ,all around. 

Ants have the most highly organized social 
life among all the insects. The major i,actor 
responsible for the' , ecological success is d~ v's' on 
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of labour. Ants live in highly organized and 
integrated units in the societies or colonies. 

Bingham,s (1903) published detailed account 
of ants of British India, Including Ceylon and 
BU1ma under the 'auna of British ndia' series 
and that document is ,considef1ed as the main 
source of knowledg,e 'of Indian ants. Zoological 
Survey of India has published the faunal account 
of Lakshadweep Island in 2005. The volume 
under the State Fauna Series No.2, included the 
species under sev'en orders of class Insecta except 
Hym@noptera. Considering the fa,ct while 
conducting a tour to Lakshadweep few ant 
specimens (Hymenoptera : Formkidae) 
comprising three species were collected from 
Agatti island by the second author and reported 
here as first record from the Island. 

SYSTEMATICS OF THE STUDIED 
SPECIMENS 

Family FORMICIDAE 
Subfamily OOUCHODERINAE Fo!\el 

Genus: Tapin,o"ma Forster 

Tapinoma (Micromyrma) melanocephalum 
Fabricius 

1793. Tapinoma (Mi,cromyrma) mdan,oeephalum 
Fabricius, Ent. Syst., 2 : 353. 

1983. Tapincma melanocephalum : Mathewl Bull. zool. 
SUrD. India,S (1) : 125-127. 

Material examined : Worker;s ~ 3 exs., Agatti 
island near Agriculture <office, fro dry litter, 
2.vii.2011, coll. A. K. Sanyal. (Regd. No. 
12802/H3). 

Distribution : India: Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Chandigarh, Karnatakal Tami Nadul West 
BengalI ,Orissa. 

Elsewhere : Spread through both the 
hemispheres. 

Remarks : Reported for the first time from 
Lakshadweep sland. 

Su~family : FORMlCINAE Lepeletier 
Genus: Paratrechina Motschoulsky 

Pa~afTechina ,longicomis (LatJleille) 

1802. Fonnica ,longicornis Latreille~ Nat. Rist. Fourmis, 
113. 

Ree. zooL Surv. India 

1903. Prenolepis Zon,gieamis Bingham, ~auna Brit. lndi~, 
Hym., 2: 326. 

1987. Raratrechina longioof't.lis (Latreille) : Devi & Singh, 
Entomonl 12(4): 309-313. 

Material examined : Workers ~ 5 exs., Agatti 
Island near Agriculture 'office, from dry litter, 
2.vii.2011, c'oll. A.K. Sanyal. (Regd. No. 
12801jH3). 

Distribution: India: Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, 
Western India, Maharashtra, Orissal West Bengal, 
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu. 

Elsewhere: All tropical countries, Europe. 

Remarks : Reported for the first time from 
Lakshadweep Island. 

Sub-family: MYRMICINAE Lepeletier 
Genus: M,onomorium Mayr 

Monomo'rium mayri Forel 

1902. Monomorium mayri FoOrel, Rev. Suisse Zool., 10 : 
209. 

Material examined :: Workers ~ 6 exs., Agatti 
island near A,griculture office, from d.ry litter" 
2.vii.20111 colI. A.K. SanyaL (Regd. No. 
12803jH3). 

Distribution: India: Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala. 

Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, North Africa, Arabia, 
MyanmaI. 

Remarks : Reported for the first time from 
Lakshadweep Island. 

SUMMARY 

The manuscript deals with the family 
Formicidae comprising three subfamilies viz., 
Dolichoderinae, Formicina,e and Myrmicina,e 
e,ach with one genus and one spedes. This is 

the first r,ecord of the Formkidae and all the 
taxa under this f,amily from Lakshadweep 
Islands. 
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