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INTRODUCTION' 

The first record of Indian Clubionid spiders was made in India by Cambridge in 
1874 and thereafter through a series of publication~ of Thorell (1881, 91,95 and 97)., 
Cambridge ('1885" Simon (1885, 86, 89, 97, 98 and 1906), Strand (1907), Gravely 
(1921, 31), Reimoser (1934), Caporiaccb (1'935") and Dyal (1935) as many as 59 
species belonging to 14 genera were known. Recently Tikader"(·1962), Singh (1970), 
Patel & Patel (1973), Tikader (1975, 76, 77, 81), Tikader & Biswas (1981) and Biswas 
(1984) added another 13 species from India raising the total number of species to 72 
from 14 different genera. Lahore now being in Pakistan, Dayal's 4 species are not 
included in the above number. 

Very rece'1tly Tikader & Majurilder t1985) described 12 new species from 5 
different genera, out of which the genus Eut;clzurus Simon was recorded for the 
first time from India. This brings the total number of species upto 84 belonging to 15 
. different genera. While examining the spider collections made by one of us (TSR) 
from Coastal Andhra Pradesh, we came across two new species from Cheiracanthium 
C.L. Koch. and one from Simalio Simon of this family are described and illustrated 
here. 

All the type specimens will in due courSe be deposited in the National Collections 
of Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta. 

1. Cbeiracanthium sambii sp. nov. (Fig. 1 , a-e) 

General: Cephalothorax and legs yellowish, abdomen chalk white. Total length 
11.7S.mm. Carapace 4.80 mm long, 3.35 mm wide; abdomen 7.15 mm long, 
4.00 mm wide. 

Cephalothorax : Yellowish, longer than wide, narrowing anteriorly, clothed 
v/ith pubescence and hairs. Cephalic region high anteriorly, centre of the thorax 
provided with very light reddish fove~, radiating streaks originate fron:t the fovea. 
Eyes in lwu rows, anterior and posterior, all pearly white. The anterior row slightly 
recurved and slightly shorter than the posterior row; anterior medians slightly 
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larger thun the anterior laterals. The posterior ro\\' recurved and posterior medians 
slightly larger than the posterior laterals. Both the laterals close to each other and 
remote from the medians. Ocular quad almost sqlJare as in Fig. lao Clypeus narrow. 
Sternum oval, pointed behind, yellowish in colour. Labium and maxillae longer 
than wide, reddish brown with pale distal ends and provided with scopuJae : labium 
convergent apically and maxillae slightly constricted. at the middle and wider 
anteriorly. Sternum, labium and maxillae as in Fig. 1 b. Chelicerae strong and stout, 
reddish brown with scopulated fange groove ~ the inner and outer margins of.fang 
furrow provided with three teeth each as in Fig. Ie. Legs long, strong and stout, 
clothed with spines and hairs. Tibiae I and II provided with four and two pairs of 
ventral spines resp. and nletatarsae of all legs provided with three pairs of ventral 
spines. Tarsi usually short proviued with two claws and thick claw tufts. Leg 
formula 1 423. 

Fig. I. 
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ClwirucUI,thium sambiisp. nov. : a. Dt)rsal vicw t)f female (kgs(.lmitted) : h. Sternum. labium 
and maxillae: c. Epigyn~ : d. Inlernal gt'nitalia : e. Left chdk~ra-vt!ntral view. 
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lWale ~. Unknown. 

Abdomen :,Ov,al, chalk white, longer than wide, clothed with pubescence and 
hair. Anterior mid-dorsal region provided with a lens shaped brown marking'as in 
Fig. 1, a. Ventral side lighter than the dorsal, a brown band is extending from the 
epigastric furrow to the spinnerets. Epigyne and internal genitalia are as in Fig. 1, ~ 
and d. 

Holotype : 1 ~ in spirit. 

Type-Locality: Te.nali, Dist. Guntur, 20. i. 1986. Coli. T S. Reddy. 

Diagnosis: This species resembles to Cheiracanthium murina Thorell but it is 
separated as follows : (i) Ocuiar quad almost square but in C. murina ocular quad 
wider than long, narrower anteriorly. (ii) Inne~ and outer margins of fang furrow 
provided with three teeth each but in C. mur.ina inner and outer margins of fang 
furrow provided with three and two teeth respectively. (iii) Anterior mid-dorsal side 
of abdomen provided with a lens shaped brown marking but in C. murina anterior 
mid-dorsal side of abdomen without such lens shaped marking. (iv) Epigyne and 
internal genitalia are also structurally different. 

'This species also resembles to C. seshii sp. nov. but it is separated as follows = 

(i) Anterior median eyes are larger than all other eyes but in C. seshii anterior 
nledian eyes are not larger than all other eyes. (ii) Dorsum of abdomen without 
sigillae but in C. seshii dorsum of abdomen provided with two pairs of sigillae. 
(iii) Abdomen anterio-Iaterally not notched and posterio-Iaterally not provided with 
any muscular corrugations but in C. seshii abdomen anterio-Iaterally notched and 
p~sterio-Iaterally provided ~ith muscular corrugations. (iv) Epigyne and internal 
genitalia are also structurally different. 

2. Cheiracanthium seshii sp. nov. (Fig. 2, a-e) 

General: Cephalothorax reddish brown, legs and abdomen yellowish brown. 
Total length 8.80 mm. Carapace 3.90 mm long, 2.90 mm wide; abdomen 5.30 mm 
Idng, 3.10 mm wide. 

Cephalothorax : Longer than wide, narrow anteriorly, clothed with pubescence 
and hair. Cephalic ,region high anteriorly, center of the thorax provided with very 
light 'fovea, radiating streaks originate from the fovea. Eyes in two rows, all pearly 
white. The anterior row slightly recurved. The posterior row slightly procurved and 
slightly longer than the anterior row. The laterals are close to each other and 
remote from the medians. Ocular quad wider than long with parallel sides as in 
Fig. 2 a. Sternum oval, yellowish, clothed with hairs. Labium and maxillae reddish 
brown, longer than wide, distal ends provided with scopulae ; labium convergent 
apically and maxillae slightly constricted at the middle and wider anteriorly. 
,Sternum, labium and maxillae as in Fig. 2 b. Chelicerae strong, reddish brown, 
s,:opulated fang groove, inner and outer margins of fang furrow provided with three 
teeth each as in Fig. 2 e. Legs long, strong and stout, clothed with hairs and long 
spines. Tibiae and metatarsi I and II provided with two and three pairs of ventral 
spines resp. ; tibiae and metatarsi III and IV provided with one and three pairs of 
ventral spines respecti·~ely. Tarsi of all the legs usually short, provided with two 
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claws and thick claw tufts. Leg formula 1 423. 

lv/ale: Unknown. 
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Fig. 2. Cheiracanthium seshii sp. nov. : a. Dorsal view of female (legs omitted) : b. Sternum, labium 
and'maxillae ; c. Epigyne ; d. Internal genitalia; e. Left chelicera·ventral view. 
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Ahdofnen : Yelh,nvish hrown longer than wide, elot hed wit h pubescence and 

hair. Dorslln1 of ahdolllcn provided with two PUtfs of sigil1ae. Anterior n1id-dorsal 
side pr()'~'idod wit h a lens shaped hrown Illark ing. Ahdon1en anterio-Iat~rally notched 

and pos(erio-Iaterally provided with Jnuscular corrugations as in Fig. 2 a. Ventral 
side pale in colour. Epigyne and internal genitalia arc as in Fig. 2 c. and d. 

H%t,i'{Jl' : 'I ~ inspirit. 

TYl'e-/.,()"a/ily: Palasa, I)ist. Srik~lkulanl, 11.x.t9Hh. (~o'l. 'r. S. Rcddy. 

IJ£agfl()sis : l'his species resenlhles to C'hllirl/C£lnlhiulIl ITlurinll 'rhon:1I )HV ir i~( 

separated as follows: (i) ()cular quad wider than long witn paraUel Sil~~1 htU iq, 
('. '''lIrillll ocular quad wider than long and narrower anteriorly. (ii) Cheli~.'cr~ll'\ 
strong, inner and outer 11largins of fang furrow provided with three teeth li~i(~h \)Il'it in 
{'. ,"II,.illll chelicerae strong, inner and outer Illargins of fang furrow provided with 
three and two teeth respectively. (iii) Dorsun1 uf ahdunlcn provided wirh two pairs 
of sigillae and anterio-Iaterally notcheo flnd postl'riu-Ia llTally prn'\lldcd wit h Inuscular 
corrugations but in ('. nlurillll dorsunl o( ahdoillcll nut IHO\,iticd with \igillae and 
not prcvided with anterio-latera'l notch and !lot ~llly ppsll:rio-later~tI Inuscular 
corrugations. (iv) Epigyne and internal genitalia arc also s(ruc(lIruJl'y:Jirferenl. 

3. Simali\) aurobindoi sp. !luY. (Fig_ ,1, a-h) 

General : Cephalothorax and legs yellowish browll, ;,bJoll\Cn pale yellow. 
Total length 5.20 nlm. Carapace 1.90 111n1 long, J .~() nllll with: ; ahdl )llh'n :\.)0 n1n1 
long, l.HO 111n1 wide. 

Cepha/olh()r£n: : Longer than wide, narrow (Ulteriorly 1 ('Iothcd \v1th t·hin pubescence, 
provided with inconspicuous fovea situated jw't( helow the nh;(p~ln half of the 
cephalothorax, Eyes in hvo rows ~ the anterior n)w of ~yc:s lJsu'llly',~hurter, slightly 
recurved, nledians blackish, slightly sJ11aller titan the la{t;ra,fs and Q4LJidistanf. The 
posterior row usually longer than the anterior, slightly p.n~ellrvl"d, nll~dians larger 
than all other cyes, widely scparatcu hun) l:;H-h other and.\')oser f~) the laterals. 
Clypeus narrow. ()cular quad wider than long, louch .wider hehind th1\n in front as 
in Fig. :\ a. Sternulll, oval. yellowish, pointed bt>.ldl)d,.\':]otfl~.d"\Vi,tti h::li·r~. Lahiunl 
nearly as long as wide, yellowish with pale di'~\jd\:lld ;'lnd pruviU<'~~i with "tcopulae. 
Maxillae longer than hroad, yellowish, slightly dvpr~~')'l~.d ~lt .thl' ',rllJ:ddll', clothed 

with fine hairs, distal end pale and provided wi/}\ ~('()p~Jfal\' SIl.'rll \I jH., 1;1 hill III and 

Illaxillae as in Fig. J h. Chelicerae Oloderall'lv «trollg, f)H,le ye!h\v, ~rHlc" and outer 
n1argins of fang furrow provided with ,two ~111d 't1trl'~ [(:(,th r~'sp, ~tS j'n 'I' i~' . .1 h. Legs 
short and strong, coxae: long, tr()cha~'it~'rs alld p; Ill'H(t~ \h()rtt~r .. ~''-GJiH II;', tibiae and 
metatarsi relatively long. Femora J'i.-(~nd II pr! )\'idc(',t with 't'h~~~l" ;Ipil:al ~lnd one 
n1edian spines, III and IV with ,three apical ~uld '\' () lllq(~i~u'l" "tpj"t'~ on the dorsal 
side. Pateliac of all legs provided. with two ba\;d. (1 1)(', (~~r(;);tI(";d and Ollt' apical 
nledian spines. Tibiae 1 and II apically provided \\ it,ll ()Ii(' j);\\\ ~lnd f\llc ;lllfl.'rio· 
rl'{rola(l'ral spinl"~ :lnd nletatarsi II with antcriu-pru\;l({'J;tl "tpine 011 ventral side. 
'rihi~H: III ;\Ild IV pru\'itk'd with (Hll' dlld two p~ljr\ nf dor.\;t! \piIlC~, Illl.'I;llar"t; III 
\'.:ith thrcl' p~\ir\ and lV with fu'tlr p~tir~:()fd()r~al ~pinc\", 'I ;hjil~ HI ;Hld IV with l'lIl~ I 

nlcdi~11I \cntr;ll "ipinl', Illl't~tl"r~i III ~~lJd IV\vitl,. Ollt' 1~1l'di;1I1 alld (l11\.' 1':lir <)1 ;q)i(-;rI 
"cntral "pi lit''', 1.L'.~ f( )(l1ll1l:1 ,~ I 2 ~\, ' . 
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Male: Male is similar to the female and slightly smaller. Total length 3.85 mm. 
Tibiae of mal~ palp provided with retrolateral apophysis, which is short and blunt, 
tegulum without apophysis, embolus short and narrow, cymbium without spur. 
Male palps·in Fig. 3 e, f and g. 

Abdomen : Oval, light y.ellowish-brown, longer than wide, broader anteriorly 
and narrow posteriorly. Dorsum· of abdomen anteriorly provided with two pairs of 
sigjDae. Anterior portion of abdomen provided with a lens-shaped pale brown 
marking clothed with hairs and anteriorly with a cluster of semierect setae as in 
Fig. 3 a. Ventral side pale in colour. Epigyne with 'U' shaped elongated plate as in 
Fig. 3 c. Internal genitalia as in Fig. 3 d. 

Ho/otype : 1 S ,parqtype : 5 ~ ,allotype : loin spirit. 

• 05 mm • 
a d 

Fig. 3. Simalio aurobindoi sp. nov. : a. Dorsal view of female (legs omitted) ; b. Sternum, labium and 
maxillae; c. Epigyne ; d. Internal genitalia; e. Right male palp-ventral view; f. Right male palp­
inner view; g. Right male palp - outer view; h. Left chelicera - ventral view. 
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Type-Locality: Valiveru, Dist. Guntur, 20.iv.1986. Coll. T .S. Reddy. 

Diagnosis : This species resembles to Simalio biswasi Tikader and Majumder 
but it is separated as follows: (i) Labium nearly as long as wide, yellowish with pale 
distal end and provided with scopulae but in S. biswasi labium moderately elongated 
more or less parallel and not scopulated anteriorly. (ii) Femora I and II provided 
with three apical and one median spins on the dorsal side but in S. b;swosi femora I 
and II provided with two pairs of dorsal spines. (iii) Tibiae I and II provided with 
one pair of ventral spines apicably and one retrolateral spine anteriorly but in 
S. biswasi tibiae I and II provided with two pairs of ventral spines. (iv) Epigyne and 
internal genitalia are also structurally different. 

SUMMARY 

Three new species of th~ genera Cheiracanthium Koch and Simalio Simon 
(family: Clubionidae) viz., Che;racan thium sambi;, C. seshii and Simalio aurobindoi 
are described and illustrated from Guntur and Srikakulam Districts of Coastal 
Andhra Pradesh, India. 
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