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By 

MAHESH CHANDRA 

High Altitude Zoology Field Station, Zoological Survey of India 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the Fauna of British India-Hirudinea, Harding and Moore (1927) 
have recorded 38 species and 6 subspecies of leeches from. the present 
geographical limits of India (excluding Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Burma). Since then, 16 more species have been added to the 
Indian leech fauna by Bhatia (1930, 1934 and 1939), Chelladurai (1934), 
Sanjeeva Raj (1951 and 1974) and Baugh (1960); and the distribution 
of a number of species have been extended to various parts of the 
country by them. The two species, viz., Glossiphonia complanata 
Linnaeus and Glossiphonia weberi Blanchard are reduced to subspecific 
level by Soos (1969). Recently Soota (1956), Chandra (1966, 1976a, b, c 
and 1977) and J ulka and Ghosh (1976) have considerably increas~d the 
distributional records of a number of species from Kashmir Valley; 
Maharashtra; Rajasthan; Himachal Pradesh and Chhota Nagpur 
(Bihar) and Indian Coasts. 

The present check-list deals with 52 species and 8 subspecies so far 
known from the Indian region. The species are arranged in the 
systematic order. The original and the latest references along with 
important synonyms have been mentioned under each species. The 
type-locality and type-depository has also been given. The distribution 
of each species in India as well as outside India has been mentioned. 
The works of Harding & Moore (1927), and Soos (1966, 1967a, 1967b, 
1967c, 1969) have been followed for the preparation of keys for 
identification. 
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KEY TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF INDIAN LEECHES 

KEY TO INDIAN ORDERS 

A. Jawless: proboscis present; strictly parasitic; 
freshwater and marine forms. 

B. Jawed j without proboscis; sa.nguivorous; 
freshwater and terrestrial forms. 

RHYNCHOBDELLAE 

ARHYNCHOBDELLAE 

KEY TO THE INDIAN F A~{Ir.JIES OF RHYNCHOBDELLAE 

A. Body cylindrical of flattened; usually divided 
into distinct anterior and posterior regions; 
anterior sucker generally cupuliform or discoid 
distinct from the body; sometimes with paired 
lateral branchiae or pulsating vesicles. 

B. Body ovate and flattened; Anterior sucker 
ventral and fused with the body; lateral bran-
chiae &nd pulsating vesicles absent. 

PISCICOLIDAE 

GLOSSIPHONIDAE 

KEY TO THE INDIAN SPEOIES OF FAl\fILY PlSCICOLIOAE 

1. Eyes absent; lateral branchiae and pulsating 
vesicles &bsen t. 

Eyes present; lateral branchiae or pUlsating 
vesicles pres en t. 

2. Body divided into distinct regions. 

Body not divided into distinct regions 

3. Body divided into three distinct regions of 
which &nterior two are provided with fin-like 
processes, tubercles absent. 

Body divided into two distinct 
l&teral fin-like processes absent, 
present. 

4. Ryes one pair. 

Eyes 2 pairs. 

regions; 
tubercles 

5. Lateral branchiae present, pUlsating vesicles 
absent. 

Lateral branchiae absent, pulsating vesicles 
present. 

G. Posterior region with less than eleven pairs of 
branchiae. 

Posterior region with eleven or more than 
eleven pairs of branchiae. 

7. 5 pairs of branchiae. 

7 pairs of branchiae. 

8. Branchiae more thg,n 20 pairs. 

l3r~:p.chiae 20 o~ less than 20 ~airs. . ,. 

... 

2 

4 

B 

Piscicola caeca 

Pterobdella amara 

Pontobdellina rnacrothela 

.... 5 

Piscicola olivacea 

6 

Zeylanicobdella arugamenris 

7 

8 

Ozobranchus margoi 

Ozobranchus branchiatus 

Branchellion plicobramhu8 

., . 9 
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9. 11 pairs of branchiae. 

iO pairs of branohiae. ... 
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Ozobranchu8 shipleyi 

o zolYranchus tpolybranchus 

KEY TO THE INDIAN SPECIES OF FAl\lILY GLOSSIPHONIDAE 

1. Eyes les8 tha.n four pairs. 

Eyes four pairs. 

i. Mouth opening subterminal in the anterior 
suoker. ... 
Mouth opening in the middle of the anterior 
Bucker. 

8. Eyes one pair. 

Eyes three pairs. 

4. Eyes on ring three. 

Eyes on ring two. 

IS. Male gonopore between rings 24 and 25 ; total 
number of rings. 66. 

Ma.le gonopore between rings 25 and 26; tota.l 
number of rings 70. 

Male gonopore between rings 26 and 27; total 
number of rings 71. 

6. Crop with seven pairs of lateral divertioula. • •• 

Crop with more than seven pairs of lateral 
diverticula. 

'1. Eyes on rings S, 4 and 7; lnale gonopore 
between rings 29 and 30. 

, 
First two pairs of eyes on ring 2, third pair 
on ring 5; male gonopore between rings 27 
and 28. 

8. Eyes one pair. 

Eyes more than one pair. 

9. Dorsal scute between ring 12 and 13 present: 
eyes on ring 8 ; male gonopore between rings 

24 and 25. 

Dorsal scute absent; eyes on ring 4; male 
gonopore between rings 28 and 29. 

10. Orop with 6 or 7 pa.irs of lateral diverticula. • •• 

Crop with 9 or more than nine pairs of 181 tera! 
diverticula. • ••. 

11. Crop with 6 pairs of lateral diverhicula. . .. 
Orop with 7 pairs of lateral diverticu1~. ... 

8 

·.e 
•• e 

. .. 

... 

2 

18 

8 

8 

4: 

6. 

Placobdella emydae 

... 5 

Placobdella horae 

Placobdella milica 

PlacobdeZZa unduZata 

PlacobdeZla cfIJIlanica 
\ 

... 7 

Paraclepsis praedaflriaJ 

Paraclepsis 'l)uZnijera 

. .. 9 

10 

Helobdella stagnalis 

Helobdella nociva 

. .. 

-. 
., . 

11 

15 

12 

13 
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12. First and second pairs of oyes on ring three, 

third pair on ring four. · "Glossip71Onia c01nplanataco~nplanaa 

Firs t and second pairs of eyes on ring four, 

third pair on ring five. 

First, second and third of eyes on ring 3, 4 

and 5. 

First, second and third pair of eyes on ring 

5, 7 and 8. 

First, second and third pair of eyes on ring 6, 

7 and 8. 

13. Head separated from body by necklike constric­

tion ; Gonopores separated by two rings; eye 

two pairs. 

Head not separated from body by necklike 
constriction ; gonop~re.3 separated by one and 
balf ring; eyes three pairs. 

14. First pair of eye between ring 2 and 3' and 

second pair on ring 5. 

First pair of eye on ring 2 and second pair on 

ring 3. 

First pair of eye on ring 4 and second pair on 

ring 5. 

15. Three pair of eyes; cephalic region not 

dialated. 

Glossiphonia annandalei 

Glossiphonia cruciata 

Glossiphonia heteroclita 

Glossiphonia weberi weberi 

... 14 

Batracobdella hardingi 

Batracobdella lobata 

Batracobdella 1nahabir-i 

Batracobdella reticulata 

16 

Two pair of eyes ; cephalic region dialated. 17 

16. Eyes on ring 2, 3 and 5; gonopores separated 

by one and a half rings. He'lniclepsis bhatia; 

Eyes on ring 3, 4 and 6; gonopores separated 

by two rings. Herniclepsis viridis 

17. Total number of rings 67. Hemiclepsis marginata marginata 

Total nUlnber of rings 72. 

18. Eyes on ring 2, 4, 7 and 10. 

Eyes on ring 3" 5, 8 and 11. .... 

He1niclepsis '1narginata asiatica, 

TIL eromyzon sexocuZata 

The1'omyzon mathai 

KEY TO THE INDIAN FA~iILIES OF ORDER ARHYNCHOBDELLAE 

1. Eyes never arranged in a regular arch on 
contiguous somites. ERPOBDELLIDAE 

Eyes forming always a regular arch on con-
tiguous somite,:;. 2 

2. Third and fourth pair of eyes on- contiguous 
annuli; terrestrial forms. HAEMADIPSIDAE 

Third and fourth pair of eyes separated by an 
annulus; aquatic, HIRUDWAE 
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EYE TO THE INDIAN SPECIES OF FAl\IILY FRPOBDELLIDAE 

1. No dorsal canal from stomaoh to exterior. ... 
Dorlial canal from stomach to exterior present. 

... 
i. No accessory post-cephalic eyes. 

Accessory post-cephalio eyes present. 

8. Eyes four pairs. 
'" 

Eyes three pairs. 

4. Gonopores separa'ted by three rings. 
'" 

Gonopores separated by four rings. 

5. First pair of eyes on somite three; gonopores 
separated by two to three rings. • •• 

First pair of eyes on somite four; gonopores 
separated by five rings. 

2 

Forarninobdella hepta'lnerata 

'" 3 

... 5 

4 

Barbronia weberi 

ErpobdeZZa octoculata 

Erpobdella indica 

HerpobdeZZoidea lateroculata 

NematobdelZa indica 

KEY TO THE SPECIES OF FA~1ILY IIIRUDIDAE 

1. Jaws small and week. 

Jaws well developed. 

i. Head not attenuated, stomach caecate, somite 
iJ:nperfectly 5 annulate. 

Head attenuated, stomaoh caecate, somite 
perfectly 5 annulate. ~ .. 

S. Teeth coarse and all distichous. 

Teeth imperfect in two series. 

4. Teeth a bsen t or vestigial. 

Teeth well developed. 

5. Caudal sucker equal or exceeding body width .... 

Caudal sucker muohless than body width. 

6. Salivary papillae on jaws absent or rarely a few 
very small ones ; median ventral fissure on Ii p 
absent. 

Salivary papillae on jaws numerous and large; 
median ventral fissure on lip pres en t. 

7. Colour uniform ; no meta.meric spots. 

Colour pattern longitudina.lly striped; meta-
meric spots present. . .. 

2 

... 4 

Myxobdella annandalei 

a 
Haernopis indica, 

Whitmania laevis 

5 

6 

Dinobdella feroro 

Dinobdella notata 

7 

. .. 8 

Hirudo asiatica 

Hirudo birmanica 
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8. Vaginal stalk absent. 

Vaginal stalk well-developed. 

9. Gonopores separated by seven annuli. 

Gonopores separated by five annuli. 

10. Vaginal stalk about equal in length to 

caecum. 

Vaginal stalk about twice the length of 

caecum. 

..e 9 

... 10 

PoecilobdeZZa javQ,n,icQ, 

Poecilobdell a 1nanillensis 

Poecilobdella granulosa 

PoecilobdeZla viridis 

KEY TO THE INDIAN SPECIES OF FA1\IILY HAEMADIPSIDAE 

1. Somite VII 3-annulate and VIII 4-annulate. 

Somite VII 4-annulate and VIII 5-annulate. 

2. Furrow pits obscure, when present 0n IX to 
XII; Prehensile papilla on caudal sucker well 

developed. 

Furrow pits evident, on VIII to XI ; prehensile 
papilla on caudal sucker little developed. 

3. Eyes g and 4: on coutiguous annuli. 

Eyes 8 and 4: separated by a complete or 
partial-annulus. 

4. Colour pattern mottled with black above and 
below; a black or dark stripe constant, no paler 
median dorsal field. 

A median dorsal yellow or greenish yellow 
line, colour reddish brown or orange mottled 
with black. 

A median dorsal black or dark line in paler 
median field; ground colour variable with dark 
blotched spots. 

A median dorsal black or dark-line in a paler 
median field; ground colour variable, dark spots 
or blotches absent or obscure. 

5. Colour brown with usually three black dorsal 
stripes; sucker rays usually 74-76. 

Colour velvety black alternating with cream or 
pale yellow stripes ; venter red ; sucker usually 
86-94. 

2 

Haemadipsa d~tssumieri 

3 

5 

4: 

Haemadipsa montana 

Haemadipsa zeyZanica cochiniana 

Hae1nadipsa zeyZanica zeylanica 

Hae'madipsa zeylanica agilis 

Hae?nadipsa zeyZanica 
1nontivindicis 

Haemadipsa syZvestrts 

Hae1nadipsa ornata 
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CHECK LIST 

Class : HIRUDINEA 

Order RHYNCHOBDELLAE 

Family PSCICOLJDAE 

Genus • • Ozobranchus de Quatrefagus, 1852 

Ozobranchus shipleyi Harding 

1909. O,obrancltus shipleyi Harding, Froc. Cam/b. Phil, Soc. 25 : 2B3. (Type-
Locality: Sri Lanka; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1991. O,obranchus jantseanus Kaburaki, Mmn. Indian Mus., 5 (9) : 661-

19i1. Osobranchus papilZatu,s Kaburald, Rec. Indian Mus., 22 (5) : 689. 

1958. O,obranchus shipleyi, Sanjeeva Raj, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 52 : 476. 

Distribution: India: Sambalpur (Ori~sa); River Ganges (West 
Bengal). Out side India : Pakistan. 

Habitat: Marine and freshwater forms, parasitic on turtle and 
tortoises. 

Ozobranchus polybrancbus Sanjeeva Raj 
1951. O,obrancl1'1ts polybranchus Sanjeeva Raj, J. zool. Soc. India, 3 (1) : 1-5. (Type-

Locality: Porto Novo, Tamil Nadu ; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1964. Ozobranchus poZyb'l'anchus Sanjeeva Raj, J. B01nbay nat. Hist. Soc., 52 : 477. 

Distribution: India: Porto-Novo (Tamil Nadu). 

Habitat: Marine form, parasitic on turtles. 

Ozobrancbus margoi (Apathy) 

1890. Pseudobranchellion ,nargo';' Apathy, Orvos-terres-zettud Ertesitte, 15 : 110-11B, 

122-127 (Type-Locality: Bay of Naples; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1974. Osobranchus margoi, Sanjeeva Raj, J. Mar. biol. Ass. India, 16 (2) : 881-B97. 

Distribution: India: Bay of Bengal at Ennore (Tamil Nadu). 
Outside India: Japan and South America. 

Habitat: Marine form ; parasitic on fishes. 

Ozobrancbtus brancbiatus (Manzies) 

1869. Eubranchella branchiatus Baird, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. 310-818. (Type-Locality 
and Type-Deposited: Not Known). 

1974. O,obranchus branchiatus Sanjeeva Raj, J. mar. biol. Ass. India,. 16 (2) : 381-B97. 

Di8tribution: .India: Pirotan Island, Gulf of Kutch (Gujarat); 
Pulicate Lake, Bay of Bengal (Tamil Nadu). Outside India: South 
China seas and Florida. 

Habitat: Parasitic on fishes. 
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Genus: Branchellion Savigny, 1822 

Branchellion plicobranchus Sanjeeva Raj 

1953. Branchellion plicobranchus Sanjeeva Raj, 01lJrr. Sci., 22 : 310 (Type-Locality: 
Assumption Island, Bay of Bengal (Tamil Nadu); Type deposited: Not 

known). 

1974. Branchellion 'PZicobranchus Sanjeeva Raj, J. Mar. biol. .Ass~ India, 16 (2) : 
381-397. 

Distribution: India: Assumption Island, Bay of Bengal and fish 
market, Madras (Tamil Nadu) ; Vizagapatam (Andhra Pradesh) ; Quillon 
(Kerala) and Bombay (Maharashtra). 

Habitat: Parasitic on marine fishes. 

Genus: Pontobdellina Harding, 1927 

Pontobdellina ma~rothela Schmarda 

1861. Pontobdella 'tnacrothela Schmarda, Neue Wirbellose Thiere, 1: 2, Fol. Leipzig. 
(Type-Locality: Kignston, Jamaica; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1927. Pontobdellina macrothela, Harding, llauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 45-4:8. 

Distribution: India: Off Gopalpur (Orissa). Outside India : Su~atra, 
Australia, Jamaica and New South Wales. 

Habitat; Marine form ; parasitic on fishes. 

Genus: Piscicola de Blainville, 1818 

Piscicola olivacea Harding 

1920. Piscicola olivacea Harding, Mem. Indian Mus., 5 : 510. (Type ... Locality; 
Chilka Lake, Orissa; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1927. Piscicola olivacea Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 48 .. 52. 

Distribution: Chilka Lake (Orissa). Outside India; China. 

Habitat: Brackish-water form; parasitic on fishes. 

Piscicola caeca Kaburaki 

1921. Piscicola caeca Kaburaki, Mem. Indian Mus., 5 : 661. (Type-Locality: Ohilka 
Lake, Orissa; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1927. Piscicola caeca, Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 52-53. 

Distribution: India: Chilka Lake (Orissa). 

Habitat: Brackish-water form, parasitic on fishes. 
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Genus: Pterobdella Kaburaki, 1921 

Pterobdella amara Kaburaki 
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1991. Pterobdella, an~ara Ka.buraki, Me'm. Indian Mus., 5: 668. (Type-Locality: 
Chilka Lake, Orissa. ; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1997. Pterobdella a1nara, Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea., 54-56. 

Di8tribution: India: Chilka Lake (Orissa). 

Habitat: Brackish-water form, parasitic on fishes. 

Genus: Zeylanicobdella De Silva, 1963 

Zeylanicobdella arugamensis De Silva 

1968. Zeylanicobdella antgamensi8 De Silva, Spolia zeylan. 30 (1) : 47-53. (Type­
LocalHy : Sri Lanka; Type-Depo:;ited : Cbylon !\'[useum). 

1974. Zeylanicobdella aru,ga'n~ensis, Sanjeeya Raj. J. Mar. bioI. Ass. India, 16 (2) : 
881.397. 

Distribution: India: Pulicate Lake, Bay of Bengai (Tamil Nadu). 
Outside India : Sri Lanka and Malaysia. 

Habitat: Brackish-water forms, parasitic on fishes. 

Family: GLOSSIPHONIDAB 

Genus: Glossiphonia Johnson, 1816 

Glossiphonia annandalei Oka 

1922. Glossiphonia. annandalei Oka, Bee. Indian M~s., 24 (4) : 521. (Type-Locality: 
Inle La.ke, Burma; Type-Deposited: Not known) • 

. 
1927. Glossiphonia annandalei, Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 65-68. 

1969. Glosriphonia annandalei, 800s, Acta. zool. hung., 15 : 397-454. 

1976. Glossiphonia annandalei, Chandra» Bee. zool. Surv. India, 69 : 325-328. 

Distr·ibuti011,: India: Jaisalmer (Rajasthan); Satara, Kolhapur 
(Maharashtra) ; Chilka Lake (Orissa). Outside India: Burma. 

Hab?'tat: Freshwater form; occurs in lakes, tanks and pools, 
attached to submerged articles parasitic on molluscs. 

Glossiphonia complanata complanata (Linnaeus) 

1758. Hirudo:co'fn,planata Linnaeus~ Syste1na Naturae, 10th. ed. 650. (Type-Locality 
and Type-Deposited : Not known). 

1816. Glossiphonia tubereulata Johnson, Treatise On the Medicinal Leech, 8, London. 

1822. Clepsine eom,planata Savigny, Systerna des Annelides. 

1872. Olejlrine jlallida Verrill, Rept. US. Fish Oommissioner for 1872-1873, 2 : 667, 
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1900. Glossiphonia elegans Castle, Bu.ll. Mus. 0011"1'. zooz. Harv. 36 (2) : 667. 

1927. Glossiphonia complanata Harding, Fau,na Brit. India, Hirudinea, 57 ... 60. 

1969. Glossiphonia c01nplanata c01nplanata~ 800s, Acta zool. hu,ng., 15 : 397-454. 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir). Outside India: 
Japan, U. S. A. and Europe. 

Habitat: Freshwater forms, occurs in tanks, ponds and slow moving 
streams, parasitic on molluscs. 

Glossiphonia crociata Bhatia 

1930. Glossiphonia crueiata Bhatia, Annls. Parasite hum. cornp'J 8: 344-348. (Type-
Locality: Achabal, Kashmir; Type-Deposited; Not known). 

1966. Glossiphonia crueiata, 800s, AnnIs hist. -nat. Mus. natn. hung., 58 : 271-279. 

Distribution: India: Achabal (Jammu and Kashmir). 

Habitat: Lakes and ponds, free-living or attached to submerged 

articles. 

Glossiphonia heteroclita (Linnaeus) 

1761. Hirudo heteroelita Linnaeus, Fauna Sueciea, 2nd. ed. (Type-Locality and Type­
Deposited: Not knqwn). 

1805. Hirudo pappillosa Brawn, Systematisehe Besehreib~tng Egela'rten, 40, Berlin. 

1826. Olepsine carenae l\{oquin-Tandon, Monog'J'aphie de la jamille des Hirudinees, 
40, l\1:on tpellier . 

1894. Glossiphonia heteroclita, Blanchard, Boll. Mus. Zool., Torino, 9 (192)., 

1927. Glossiphonia heteroclita, Harding, Fa~~na Brit. India, Hirudinea, 60-62. 

1976. Glossiphonia hete1'oelita l\iahajan & Chandra, Ree. zool. 8urv. India, 71 : 143-

148. 

Dist1"ibution: India: Nagaur (Rajasthan) ; Monghyr (Bihar). 
Outside India: North America, Europe and Burma. 

Habitat: Lakes and ponds, free living or attached to submerged 
articles, parasitic chiefly on molluscs. 

Glossiphonia weberi weberi Blanchard 

1897. Glossiphonia weberi Blanchard, Zool. Ergeb. eine'l' Reise in Niederlandische Ost­

Indian, l\iax Weber, 4: 332. (Type-Locality: Sumatra; Type-Deposited: Not 

known). 

1927. Glossiphonia weberi, Ha.rding. Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 62 ... 65. 

1969. Glossiphonia weberi weberi, Soos, Acta. zool., hung. 15 : 397-454. 

1977. Glossiphonia weberi, Chandra, Ree. zool. 8urv. India, 73 (1-4) : 189-195. 

Distribution: India: Harwan (Jammu and Kashmir); Sirmour, 
Solan, Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh); Bhim Tal, Gurud Tal, NaiQi T~ 
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(Uttar Pradesh) ; Jodhpur, Bikaner (Rajasthan); Hoshangabad (Maha­
ruhtra) ; Bangalore (Karnatak); Bushampur, Sangur (Madhya Pradesh) ; 
Chhota Nagpur (Bihar); Diamond Harbour, Calcutta, Hooghly (West 
Bengal); Mangaldai (Meghalaya); Loktak Lake (Manipur); Cuttack, 
Purl, Chilka Lake (Orissa). 

Out side India: Pakistan, Nepal, Burma and Sumatra. 

Habitat: Lakes, tanks, pools and slow moving streams, free-living 
or attached to sub-merged, parasitic on molluscs and aquatic beetles. 

Genus: Batracobdella Viguer, 1879 

Batracobdella hardingi Baugh 

1960. BatraoobdeZla hardingi Baugh, Parasitology, 50 : 287-301. (Type-Locality: 
Monghyr, Bihar j Type-Deposited: Z, S. I,). 

1966. BatracobdeZla hardingi, So os, Annls hist.-nat. Mus. natn. hung" 58 : 271-279, 

Di8lribution: India: Monghyr (Bihar). 

Babitat: Pools; attached to stones. 

Batracobdella lobata (Bhatia) 
1984. GwS8iphonia wbata Bhatia, Annls Parasite hum. comp., 12: 121-129. (Type­

Locality; Srinagar, Kashmir; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1986. Batracobdella lobata, AutrumJ Bronns Klassen und Ordnungen des Tier1'eichs, 
Teil 1, Lief 1, 1-95. 

Di8tribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir). 

Habitat: Lakes and tanks ; attached to submerged articles. 

Batracobdella mahabiri Baugh 
1960. Batracobdella mahabiri Baugh, Zool. Anz., 165 : 468-477. (Type-Locality: 

Rewa, Madhya Pradesh; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1966. Batracobdella mahabirt, Soos, Annls hist.-nat. Mus. natn. hu,ng., 58 : 271-279. 

Di8tribution: India: Rewa (Madhya Pradesh). 

Habitat: Tanks and pools; attached to submerged articles. 

Batracobdella reticulata (Kaburaki) 
1921. Glosriphonia reticulata Kabllraki

J 
Ree. Indian Mus., 22(5) : 689. (Type-Locality: 

Jullundhur, Punjab; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

19~. Gwssiphonia reticulataJ Harding, Fauna Brtt. India, Hirudinea, 65. 

1966. Batracobdella reiiculata, Autrum, Bronns Klassen und Ordn,ungen des Tierreichs, 

Tell 1, Leifl j 1-95. · 

1966. Batracobdella reticulata, Soos, Annls hist.-nat. Mus. natn. hung., 58 : 271-279. 

Distribution: India: Jullundhar (Punjab); Sirmour~ BUaspur~ 
(Himachal Pradesh) ; Satara, Kolhapur (Maharashtra). 

4 
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Habitat: Tanks, pools and slow moving streams, attached to 
submerged articles; parasitic on molluscs. 

Genus: Helobdella Blanchard, 1896 

Helobdella nociva Harding 

1924. Helobdella nociva Harding, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., Ser. 9, 14 : 489 (Type-Locality 
and Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1927. Helobdella nociva Harding, Fauna B'1·it. India, Hirudinea, 70-72. 

1977. Helobdella nociva Chandra, Ree. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4) : 189-195. 

Distribution: India: Solan (Himachal Pradesh); Calcutta (West-
Bengal) ; Puri (Orissa). 

Habitat: Tanks and pools; attached to submerged articles. 

Helobdella stagnalis (Linnaeus) 

1758. Hirudo stagnalis Linnaeus, Systema Naturae, 10th edt (Type-Locality and 
Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1826. Olepsine bioculata ~loquin-Tondon, Monographie de la famille des Hirudinees, 
40, ~lontpellier. 

1896. Helobdella stagnalis, Blanchard, Boll. Mus. Zool. Torino, 11 (263) : 4. 

1927. Helobdella stagnalis, Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 68-70. 

1977. Helobdella stagnalis, Chandra, Rec. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4) : 189-195. 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir); Solan, 
Sirmour (Himachal Pradesh). 

Outside India: Canada, U. S. A. and Paraguay. 

Habitat: Tanks, ponds, slow moving streams ;" attached to submer­
ged articles, parasitic on molluscs, frogs and fishes. 

Genus: Placobdella Blanchard, 1893 

Placobdella ceylanica (Harding) 

1909. Glossiphonia ceylanica "Harding, Proc. Oa'ntb. Phil. Soc., 15 : 238 (Type-
Locality: Sri Lanka; Type-D,eposited : Not known). 

1924. Placobdella ceylanica, ~1:oore, Proc. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad., 75 : 343-388. 

1927. Placobdella ceylanica, Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 73-74. 

Distribution: India: Buldana (Madhya Pradesh); Chilka Lake 
(Orissa). 

Outside India: Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

n abitat: Lakes and ~~p.ks, parasitic on mol1uscs t frogs and turtles. 
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Placobdella emydae Harding 

19iO. Placobdella e'lnyda~ Harding, Mem. Indian Mus., 5 : 510. (TYP.6-Locality and 
Type-Deposited: Not known). 

19i'T. Placobdella emydao Harding, Fauna B,·it. India, Hirudinea, 74-76. 

1971. Placobdello, emydae, Chandra, Rec. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4:) : 189-195. 

Distribution: India: Solan (Himachal Pradesh); Chhota Nagpur 
(Bihar): Calcutta, Hooghly (West Bengal); Sambalpur, ChUka Lake 
(Orissa) ; Hoshangabad, Nag~ur, Satara (Maharashtra). 

Outside India: Burma. 

Habitat: Lakes, Tanks, pools; attached to submerged articles, 
parasitic on turtles. 

Placobdella fulva Harding 

1994. PZacobdella /ult'a Harding, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., Sere 9, 14 : 489 (Type-Locality 
and Type-Deposited: Not known). 

19i7. Placobdella fulva Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 78. 

Di8tribution: India: Chhota Nagpur, Manbhqm (Bihar) 

Habitat: Lakes, Tanks, pools; attached to submerged articles, 
parasitic on turtles. 

~Iacobdella horai Baugh 

1960. Placobdella ltorai Baugh, Par~sitology, 50 : 287-301. (Type-Locality: Purulia, 
Biha.r ; Type-Deposited; Z. S. I.) 

Di8tribution: India: Purulia (Billar). 

Hab'tat: Stream; attached. to dead Unio shell. 

Placobdella indica Baugh 

1960. Placobdella indica Baugh, Zool. Anz.~ 165:- 468-477-. (Type-Locality: Sitkundi 
(~IoJlghyr), Bihar; .Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

Distribution: India: Monghyr (Bihar). 

Habitat: Pools; attached to submerged articles. 

Placobdella undulata Harding 

1924:. PZtlCobdella unduZata Harding, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., Sere 9, 14': 489.. (Type-
Locality and Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1997. Placobdella und'ltlata Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudin~, 78-81. 

19'17. flacobdella undulata, Chandra, Bec. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4) : 189-195. 

Distribution: India: Jodhpur (Rajasthan) ; Solan (Himachal 
Prad~h). 
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Outside India: Sri Lanka. 

Habitat: Tanks, pools and lakes, free-living or attached to submer­
ged articles, parasitic on fish. 

Genus: Theromyzon Philippi, 1867 

Theromyzon sexoculata (Moore) 

1898. Protoclepsine sexoculata Ivloore, Proc. U. S. natn. Mus" 21 (1160) : 543-563. 
(Type-I.Jocality : Siberia; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1902. Protoclepsis 1neyeri Livanow, Veid. zool. Jahrb., 27 : 339-362. 

1927. Thero1nyzon sexoc'ltlata, Harding, Fauna Brit. India Hirudinea, 82-83. 

Distribution: India: Loktak Lake (Manipur). 

Outside India: Russia, Sweden and France. 

Habitat: Lakes and small streams, attacks waterfowls. 

Theromyzon -mathai Bhatia 

1939. Theron~yzon mathai Bhatia, Bull. Punj. Univ. Zool., 2 : 1-17. (Type-Locality: 
Srinagar, Kashmir; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir). 

Habitat: Lakes and tanks ; attached to submerged articles. 

Genus: Hemiciepsis Vejdovsky, 1883 

Hemiciepsis bbatiai Baugh 

1960. Hemiclepsis bhatiai Baugh, Parasitology, 50 : 287-301. (Type-Locality: 
Kalipahar, Bihar; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

Distribution: India: Kali pahar (Bihar). 

Habitat: Pools; attached to submerged articles. 

Hemiciepsis marginata asiatica Moore 

1924. Hemiclepsis marg'inata asiatica l\ioore, Proc. Acad. nat. Sci., Philad. 76 : 243· 
388. (Type-Locality: Srinagar, Kashmir; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I). 

1927. Hemiclepsis marginata asiatica Harding, Fa'ltna B,,'it. I nelia, Hirudinea, 87-88. 

1977. Hemiclepsis '1narginata asiatica, Chandra, Ree. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4): 
189-195. 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir); Sirmour 
(Himachal Pradesh). 

Habitat: Slow running streams; attached to submerged articles. 
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Hemiciepsis marginata marginata (Muller) 

1.,.,8. Htrudo n&arginata ~liiller, Vertniu1n ter'test'rium et fl:u,viatiluem 1 Pars 2.40 
Havniel et Lipsie, 1773-1774. (Type-Locality and Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1887. Hae'11l,()charis fnarginata de Fillippi, Me'monia sugli Annellidi delta jamiglia 
delle Sanguisughs, Milano, 26. 

1911. He11&iclepsis 'I1&a'rginata '11&a'tginata, Kuburaki, Rec. Indian Mus., 22 : 694-695. 

199'1. He1nicl6psis marginata marginata, Harding, Fauna B1·U. India, Hirudinea, 
88-86. 

1976. Hemicleps1s tnarginata 1narginata, Chandra, Bee. zool. Surv. India, 69: 
825-328. 

Di8tribution: India: Kumaon (Uttar Pradesh) ; Murshidabad (West 
Bengal); Jodhpur (Rajasthan); Igatpur, Satara (Maharashtra); 
Hoshangabad (Madhya Pradesh). Outside India: Europe, Western 
Asia and Nepal. 

Babitat: Lakes, tanks;pools ; free-living or attached to submerged 
ertietes, attacks certain molluscs. 

Hemiclepsis viridis Chelladurai 

1984. Hemiclepsis viridts Chella.durai, Bee. Indian Mus., 36: 345-852. (Type­
Locality: Travancore, Kerala : Type-Deposited; Z. S. I.). 

Di8tribution: India: Travancore (Kerala). 

Habitat: Tanks and pools ; attached to submerged articles. 

Genus: Paraclepsis Harding, 1924" 

Paraclepsis praedatri~ Harding 

1924. Paraclepsis :p1'aedal1'ix Harding, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., Sere 9, 14 : 489. (Type-
Loca.lity and Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1997. Paraclepsis p1'aedal-rix Harding, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 88-90. 

1976. Paracl6psis p~aeaatrix, Chandra, Bec. zool. Surv. India, 69 : 825-828. 

Di8tribution: India: Sirmour, Solan, Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh) ; 
Kalka (Haryana) ; Purulia, Chhota Nagpur (Bihar) ; Mangaldai (Assam) ; 
Jodhpur, Nagaur, Jaisalmer, ]aipur Bikaner, Sikar (Rajasthan); 
Igatpuri, Kolhapur, Satara (Maharashtra). 

Habitat: Lakes, tanks, pools, small streams; free·living or attached 
to submerged articles, attacks molluscs amphibians and reptiles. 
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Paraclepsis vuInifera Harding 

1924. Paraelepsis 1.:ulnijera Harding, A.nn. Mag. nat, Rist.; Sere 9, 14 : 489. (Type­
Locality: Tanjore, Tamil Nadu ; Type-Deposited; Not known), 

·1927, Paraclepsis p'raedatrix Harding, Fauna B1'it, India, Hirudinea, 91-92, 

1976, Paraclepsis p'raedai1'ix, Chandra, Ree. zool, SU'1'V, India, 69 : 325-328, 

Distribution: India: Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh): Nagaur, Bikaner 
(Rajasthan) ; Satara (Maharashtra) ; Tanjore (Tamil Nadu). 

Habitat ~ Tanks and pools; free-living or attached to submerged 
articles. 

Order: ARHYNCHOBDELLAE 

Family: ERPOBDELLlDAE 

Genus: ErpobdeUa de Blainville, 1818 

Erpobdella indicus Bhatia 

1939. Erpobdella indicus Bhatia, Bull. Punj. Univ. zool., 2 : 1-17. (Type-Locality: 
Srinagar, Kashmir; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu & Kashmir). 

Habitat: Tanks and pools; attached to subnlerged stones. 

Erpobdella octoculata (Linnkeus) 

1758. Hi1'udo octoeulata Linnaeus, Systema NatU'l'ae, 10th ed, (Type-Locality and 
Type-Deposited; Not known). 

1894. Her:.pobdeZZa atomaria Blanchard, Boll. Musei, Zool • .Anat. eomp. B. Univ. Torino, 
9 (192) ! 56. 

1910. Her:pobdella atomaria, Ok a, Annotnes. zool. jap., 7 (3) : 117. 

1927. E""pobdelZa oetoculata-, 1\Ioore; -Fauna B'rit. -India, Hirudinea, 130-135. 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu & Kashmir). 

Habitat: Tanks, sm~l1 streams; attached to stones. 

Genus: Barbronia Johansson, 1918 

Barbronia weberi (Blanchard) 

1897. Dina weberi Blanchard, Zool. E1'geb. Riese in Neiderlandiseh Ost-India, ,.: 
332-355. (Type-Locality: Java; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1918. Ba'rb1'onia 1'ouxi Johansson, S(('1'asin V. Roum, Nova Calendonia, Zoolo~e, 2 
(3) : 373-396. 
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19i1. Hs'rpobdella lwxoculata Kabnraki, Mem. I1tdian. Mus., 5 : 662-675. 

1997. BtJrbronia weberi, Moore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 135 .. 140. 

1976. Barbronia 1veberi, Ohandra, Rec. Bool. Swrv. India, 69 : 325 .. 328. 
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Di,tribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir); Sirmour, 
Solan, Simla, Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh); Hoshangabad (Madhya 
Pradesh). 

'Outside India: Pakistan, Nepal, Java and Sumatra. 

Habitat: Lakes, Tanks, pools and small streams; attached to 
~ubmerged articles. 

Genus: Nematobdella Kaburaki, 1921 

Nematobdella indica Kaburaki 

19~1. Ne'lnatobdella indica Kaburaki, Ree. Indian Mus., 18: 689-719. (Type-Locality: 
Dharampur, Himachal Pradesh; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1927. He'1'podelloidea indica Moore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 144-148. 

1970. Ne'lnatobdella indica, Soos, Opuse. zool., Bpest, 10 (2) : 313-324. 

19'76. He"pobdelloidea indica, Ohandra, Ree. zool. Surv. India, 69 : 325-328. 

Distrib tlion: India: Naga~r, Jodhpur (Rajasthan); Bhushampur, 
Saugor (Madhya Pradesh); Satara (Maharashtra); Loktak Lake 
(Manipur). 

Habitat; Tanks, pools and lakes; free-living or attached to sub­
merged articles. 

Genus: HerpobdeUoidea Kaburaki, 1921 

Herpobdelloidea lateroculata Kaburaki 

1921. Herpobdelloidea late1·oeulata Kaburaki. Ree. Indian ¥us., 18: 689-719. (Type­
Locality: Saugor, Madhya Pradesh; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1927. Hell"pobrlelloidea lateroc'Ulata, ~loore, Fauna Brit. lndia, Hirudinea, 141-143. 

1976. Herp6bdelloidea laterocullata, ~lahajan & Ohandra, Ree. zool. Su'rv. India, 71 : 
143-148. 

Di8tribution: India: Jodhpur, Nagaur (Rajasthan); Bushampur, 
Saugor (Madhya Pradesh); Satara (Mah~rashtra) ~; Loktak __ Lake 
(Manipur). 

Habitat: Tanks, pools and lakes; free-living or att~hed to:.sub­
merged articles. 
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Family: TREMATOBDELLIDAE 

Genus: Foraminobdella Kaburaki, 1921 

Foraminobdella heptamerata Kaburaki 

1921. Fm'a1ninobdella heptamel'ata Kaburaki ; Bec. Indian MU8., 18 : 689-719. (Type­
Locality: Nedurattan, Tamil Nadu ; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1927. FO'l'an"inobdella hepta'me1'ata, l\ioore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 149-151. 

Distribution: India: Nilgiri (Tamil Nadu). 

Habitat: Small streams; amphibious and burrowing in nature. 

Family: HIRUDIDAE 

Genus: MyxobdeUa Oka, 1917 

Myxobdella annandalei aka 

1917. MyxobdeUa annandalei Oka" Mem. Asiat. Soc. Beng., 6: 159-176. (Typa. 
Locality: Hong Kong; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1927. My~obdella annandalei, 1\Ioore, Fauna B1'it. India, Hirudinea, 161-168. 

Distribution: India: Yercaud (Tamil Nadu). 

Outside India: Burma and Hong Kong. 

Habitat: Small streams; attached to submerged articles; attacks 
cattles and human beings. 

Genus: Whitmania Blanchard, 1887 

Whitmania laevis (Baird) 

1869. Hirudo laevis Baird, Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., 310-318. (Type-Locality: Japan ; 
Type-Deposited: British 1\fuseum). 

1884. Mic1'ostoma pig1'um Whitman, P1'OC. Am. Acad. Arts Sci., 20 : 76-87. 

1896. Whitn~ania laevis,'Blanchard, Me'm. Soc. zool. Fr., 9 : 316-330. 

1927. Whit1nania laevis, 1\ioore, Fau,na Brit. India, Hirudinea, 169-175. 

Distribution: India: Pagla Nadi (Manipur). Outside India: Burma, 
China, Formosa and Japan. 

Habitat: Hill streams, ponds and ditches; attached to submerged 
articles. 
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Genus: Dinobdella Moore, 1927 

Dinobdella ferox (Blanchard) 
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1896. Whitmania fero'J; Blanchard, Me'n~. Soc. zool. Fr., 9 : 316-3S0. (Type-Locality: 
Not known; Type-Deposited: British Ptfuseum). 

1991. Baenwpis birmanica Kaburaki, Rec. Indian Mus., 28 : 689-719. 

1997. DinobdeZla jero'J;, Blanchard, Fauma Brit. India, Hirudinea, 175-185. 

1977. Dinobdella fero'J;, Chandra. Rec. Bool. SU'I·v. India, 73 : (1-4) : 189-195. 

Di8tribution: India: Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh); Muktesar, 
Nainital (Uttar Pradesh); Darjeeling (West Bengal); Sikkim and 
Manipur. 

Outside India: Sri Lanka and Siam. 

Habitat; Ponds, paddy fields; attacks cattles. 

Dinobdella notata Moore 

1927. Dinobdella '1f,otata Ptfoore, Fauna B'rit. India, Hirudinea, 185-189 (Type­
Locality: Palni Hills, Tamil Nadu ; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

Distribution: India: Kodaik.anal, Ootacamund (Tamil Nadu). 

Babitat; Marshy land : under stones, attacks cattles. 

Genus: Hirudo Li~naeus, 1758 

Hirudo asiatica Blanchard 

1896. Hirudo asiatica Blanchard, Me ',~~. Soc. Bool. Fr., 9 : 316-330 (Type-Loca.lity: 
Afghanistan; Type-Deposited: British ~{useum). 

1927. Hirudo asiatica, Ptfoore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 190-192. 

Distribution: India: Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh). 

Outside India: Afghanistan. 

Habitat: Tanks and pools; sometimes as ectoparasites on frogs or 
free-living. 

Hirudo birmanica (Blanchard) 

1894. Haenwpis birtnanica Blanchard~ Annali. Mus. civ. Store nat. Giacomo Doria, 2 
(14) : 113-118 (Type-Locality: Karenni l\{ounta,ins~ Burma; Type-Deposited: 
Genova Museum). 

1924. Hirudo nipponica fuscolineata Ptfoore, Proc. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad., 81 : 343-
388. 

1927. Hirudo birn~anica Moore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 192-199. 

Di8tribution: India: Nagaur, Jodhpur (Rajasthan); Allahabad, 
(Uttar Pradesh); Son ali, Solmari (Bihar); Nilgiri Hills, Kilakaria 
(famU Nadu) ; Satara (Mahafashtra); West Ben~al. 

5 
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Outside India: Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Burma. 

Habitat: Rivers, streams, tanks and ponds; free-living, attacks 
humanbeing and cattles. 

Haemopis indicus Bhatia 

1939. Haemopis indicus Bhatia: Bull. Punj. Univ. zool., 2: 1-17. (Type ... Locality: 
8rinagar, Kashmir; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

Distribution: India: Srinagar (Jammu & Kashmir). 

Habitat: Lakes and tanks. 

Genus: Poeciiobdella Blanchard, 1893 

Poecilobdella javaniea (Wahlberg) 

1856. Sanguisuga javanica Wahlberg, Ofversigt Kongl. vet. Akad; Forth, 233-234. 
(Type-Locality: Java; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1886. Hi,,·udina1'ia ,ja'lxtnica, Whitman, Q. Jl. 17~icrosc. Sci., 26 : 373-376. 

1897. Limnatis (Poecilobdella) javanica, Blanchard, Zool. Ergeb. Reise in Neiderlan-
disch Ost. Indian, 4 : 34:9-351. 

1927. Hirudina'ria ,javanica, l\Ioore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 210-218. 

1970. Poecilobdella javanica, 800s, Opusc. zool., Bpcst, 10 (2) 313-324. 

Distribution: India: West Bengal; Sikmai Turail (Assam) ; Manipur •. 

Outside India: Sri Lanka, Burma, Java, S~matra, Malaysia and 
Phillippines. 

Habitat: Paddy fields, tanks and pools; attacks cattles and human­
beings, used for medicinal purposes. 

. 
Poecilobdella manillensis (Lesson) 

1824. Hirudo rnanillensis Lesson, Revue Zoologique Societe Ourierieme, 8 (Type­
Locality: Luzon, Phillippines Islands; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1861. Hirudo multistriata 8chmarda, Neue Turbellarien, Rotato'rien 'ltnd AnneZidetlo, 
Leipzig, 2te HaUte, Leeches, 2-7. 

1893. Limnatis (Poecilobdella) granulosa Blanchard, Boll. Musei. Zopl. A.nat. compo B •. 
Univ. Torino, 7 (145) : 32. 

1924. Limnatis (PoecilobdeUa) .manillensis, l\Ioore, Proc. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 81 : 
343-388. 

1927. Hirudinaria manillensis, l\ioore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 218-226. 

1970. Poecilobdella rnanillensis, 800s, Opusc. zool., Bpest, 10 (2) : 313-324. 

Distribution: India: Landaur (Uttar Pradesh) ; Darjeeling, Calcutta 
(West Bengal) ; Cachar (Assam) ; Karnataka; Cochin (Kerala). 
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Outside India: Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Burma, Borneo, Malaysia, 
Phlllippines and China. 

HtJbitat: Paddy fields, tanks and pools, river~; attacks cattles and 
hurnanbeings, used for medicinal purposes. 

Poecilobdella granulosa (Savigny) 

18iO. 8(1nguisuga granulosa Savigny, System,e des Annelides, Paris. (Type-Locality: 
Pondicherry : Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1846. Hirudo granulosa ~Ioquin-Ta.ndon, Monograhie de 10, femill,e des Hirudinees, 
2nd ed., Paris. 

1898. Limnatis (Poecilobdella) grattulosa, Blanchard, Boll. Musei Zool. Anat. compo R. 

Univ. Toripo, 8 : 26. 

1991. Limnatis (Poecilobdella) g'ranulosa, Kaburaki, Mem. Indian Mus., 5 : 673-675. 

1997. Hirudinaria (Poe'cilobdella) granulosa, ]\foore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 

226-238. 

1970. Poecilobdella g,.an~dosa, Soos, Opusc. zool., B:pest, 10 (2) : 313-324. 

1977. Birudi1&aria granulosa, Chandra, Ree. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4) : 189-195. 

Di8'ribution: India: Patiala (Punjab) ; Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh) ; 
kutnaon, Matliura, Agra, Bahraich (Uttar Pradesh); Ahmedabad 
(Oujarat) ; Almanabad (Maharashtra) ; Berar (Madhya Pradesh) ; Madras 
(Tamil Nadu). 

Outside India : Sri Lanka, Nepal and Burma. 

Habitat: Rivers, marshes, swamps, tanks and pools; attacks 
cattles, highest altitudinal record is 3,000 mts. 

Poecilobdella viridis Moore 

1997. H-wudinaria (Poecilobdella) Vi1'idis ~foore, Fauna B'1it. India, Hirudinea., 239-

~4:8. (Type-Locality: Travancore_ Kerala; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1966. (1970). Hirudinaria viridis, Chandra, Rec. zool. But'v. India, 64 (1-4) : 107-~10. 

1970. Poecilobdella viridis, Soos, O:puse. zool., Bpest, 10 (2) : 313-324. 

DUWibution: India: Bilaspur (Himachal Pradesh); Varanasi (Uttar 
Pradesh) ; Etakare (Tamil Nadu) ; Travancore (Kerala). 

Habita,: Paddy fields and ponds ; attacks cattles. 

Family: HAEMADIPSlDAE 

Genus: Haemadipsa Tennant, 1859 

Haemadipsa zeylanica zeylaoica (Moquin-Tandon) 
18i6. Sang'Uisuga zeylaniea !\Ioquin-Tandon, Monographie de la famille des Hirudi­

nees. Montpellier. (Type-Locality: Sri Lanka; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

-1M6. Hirudo zeylanica ~Ioquin-Tandon, Monographe de la famille des Hirudinee8 

9nd. ed., Paris. 
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1866. Haemadipsa eeylaniea, Whitman, Q. Jl. mierose. Sci., 24 : 317-416. 

1894. Hae1nadipsa zeylanica, Blanchard, Mus. zooz. AntJl1". Elch. du Dresden, No.4., 5. 

1927. Hae1nadipsa zeylaniea, I\Ioore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 255-264. 

1967. Hae1nadipsa zeylanica zeylanica, 800s, Acta zool., hung., 13 (3-i) : 417-432. 

1977. Haemadipsa zeylanica, Chandra, Ree. zool. SU1·V. India, 73 (1-4) : 189.195. 

Distribution: India: Sirmour (Himachal Pradesh); Ankaling 
Village (Arunachal Pradesh). 

Outside India: Sri Lanka. 

Habitat: Deep dampy forests; upto 3500 mts. height, attacks 
cattles and humanbeings. 

.. 
Haemadipsa zeylanica cochiniana Moore 

1927. Hae1nadipsa zeylanica cochiniana l\foore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 
265-266. (Type-Locality: Cochin, Kerala ; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.). 

1932. Hae'madipsa eoehiniana 1\Ioore, Ree. Indian Mus., 34 (1) : 1-6. 

1967. Haemadipsa zeylaniea eochiniana, Boos, Acta zool., hung., 13 (3-i) : 417-432. 

Distribution: India: Nilgiri Hills (Tamil Nadu) ; Cochin (Kerala); 
N. Kanara (Maharashtra). 

Habitat: Deep dampy forests; attacks· cattles and humanbeings. 

Haemadipsa zeylanica agilis Moore 

1927.' Haemadipsa zeylaniea agilis l\Ioore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 266-267. 
(Type-Loca.lity: Naini Tal, Uttar Pradesh; Type-Deposited: Z. S. I.) 

1967. Haemadipsa zeylaniea agilis, 800s, Acta. zool., hung., 13 (8-4) : 417-4~2. 

1977. Haemadipsa zeylanica agilis, Chandra, Rec. zool. Surv. India, 73 (1-4) : 189-195. 

Distribution: India: Sirmour, Chamba (Himachal Pradesh) ; Naini 
Tal, Almora, Kumaon, Landour, Muktsar, (Uttar Pradesh); Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

Outside India: Nepal. 

Habitat: Grassy lands and jungles: attacks cattles and human­
beings. 

Haemadipsa zeylanica montivindicis Moore 

1927 · Haemadipsa zeylaniea montivindicis ~foore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 
267-268. (Type-Locality: Darjeeling, West Bengal; Type-Deposited: Z. B. I.). 

1966. (1970). Haemadipsa zeylanica '1nontivindicis, Chandra, Bee. zool. Surv. India 64-
(1-4) : 107-110. 

Distribution: India: Darjeeling (West Bengal); Ghumti (Assam) ; 
Kalimpong (Sikkim) ; Arunachal Pradesh. 

Habitat: Damp ravines and drippy forests; upto 3000 mts. height, 
attacks cattles and human beings. 
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Haemadipsa. montana Moore 

19i7. Haen&ildipsa montana ~Ioore, Fauna Brit. India, Hinldinea, 269-276. (Type­
Locality: Palni Hills, Tamil Nadu ; Type-Deposited: Z. S. 1.). 

1966. (19'70) Hac1nadipsa '1nonta!1,a, Chandra, Ree. zool. Surv. India., 64 (1-4): 
107-110. 

Dis'ribu'ion : India: Darjeeling (West Bengal); Makaibari, 
Apiane, Gey, Gangtok (Sikkim) ; Moshing, Chug, Shergaon (Arunachal 
Pradesh) ; Pa]ni Hills (Tamil Nadu). 

Babita': Deep dampy forests; upto 3000 mts. height, attacks 
cattles and humanbeings. 

Haemadipsa sylvestris Blanchard 

1894. llaemadipsa sylvestris Blanchard, Annali Mus. eiv. Star. nat. Giacomo Doria, 
2 (14) : 113-118 (Type-Locality: Carin, Burma; Type-Deposited: Not known). 

1927. Hae1nadipsa sylvestris, l\:Ioore, F.auna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 276-284. 

1966. (1970) Hae1nadipsa sylvcstris, Chandra, Ree. zool. Surv. India, 64 (1-4) : 

107-110 • 

.Distribution: India: Naini TaL Bahraich (Uttar Pradesh); Dar­
feeling, Calcutta (West Bengal); Amatula, Padamchen (Sikkim); 
ShUlong, Cachar, Cherrapungi (Assam); Jhumla, Moshing, Donkochu, 
Shergaon, Sangloo, Domkho (Arunachal Pradesh). 

Outside India: Burma, Java and Sumatra. 

Habitat: Swamps and dampy places; upto 1500 mts. height; 
~ttacks cattles and human beings. 

Haemadipsa ornata Moore 

1927. Haetn4dipsa o'rnaia Moore, Fauna. Brit. India, Hirudinea, 284-289. (Type­
Locality: Darjeeling, West Bengal; Type-Dep:sited ; Z. S. I.). 

Di8tnb'1tion: Indi~: Darjeeling (West Bengal); Kamrup (Assam). 

Babitat: Drippy forests; up to 1000 mts. height; attacks cattle 
and human beings. 

Haemadipsa dossumieri Blanchard 

1917. Hasmadipsa dussumieri Blanchard, Bull. Soc. Path. ea;ot. 10: 640-675 (Type­
Locality: South India; Type-Deposited: Paris ~fuseum). 

19517. Haemadipsa, dussumieri, Moore, Fauna Brit. India, Hirudinea, 289-290. 

Dis'ribution: South India. 
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SUMMARY 

The Present paper deals with 52 species and 8 subspecies of leeches 
belonging to 25 genera and 5 families so far known from India within 
the present geographical limits. The Type-Locality and Type-Depository 
and their distribution outside India has also been mentioned under 
each species. 
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