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INTRODUCTION 

This is a report on the collection of Gyrinidae, Dytiscidac 
and Hydrophilidae made by my colleague Shri T D. Soota, at 
Port Blah~, during 1969. The present collection comprises 
10 species-G)Trinirlae (1 sp.), Dytiscidae (7 spp.) and Hydro­
philidae (2 spp.). 

Among the Dytiscidae, except one species viz., Hydaticus 
leeclli Sato, all other species have been reported from Andaman 
Islands, in an 'earlier paper (Vazirani, 1970); only selected 
references and Dlaterial "examined haye been listed under these 
species, ,vhile references and remarks have been- g~ven for 
species. belonging to the other t"TO families. 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 

Order COLEOPTERA 
Subord~r ~4DEPHAGA 

Family G YRINIDAE 
Subfamily GYRININAE 

1. Gyrinus smaragdinus Regimbart 

1891. Gy-rinus smaragdinus Regimbart, A nn. Mus. Civ. Geno-va, (2) 
10: 547. 

1930:. Gy-rinus smaragdinus-: Orchymont, Cat. Indian Ins., ~t. 19: 8. 
).If aterial.-l ex., Port Blair, l.iv.1969,. 
Remarks.-This species is kno,vn from the Eastern 

Himalayas, Khasi Hills, Shillong, etc. Its distribution exte'nds to 
Burma, Yunnan, and Indo-China. It is no,v being. reported 
from the Andaman group of Islands for the first tinle. 
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Family DYTISCIDAE 
Subfamily LACCOPHILINAE 

\ 

2. Laccophllus parvulus Aube 

1838. Laccophilus parvulus Aube, in Dejean's, Species ColeopteresJ 

6: 429. 
1969. Laccophilus paTvulus: Vazirani, Oriental Ins., 2: 247. 

A'laterial.-3 ex., Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 

3. Laccophllus basalis Motschulsky 

1859. LaccophiZus basalis Motschulsky, Etud. Ent., 8: 45. 
1969. Laccophilus basalis: Vazirani, Oriental Ins., 2: 242. 

lJ;laterial.-4 ex., Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 

4. Laccophllus sharpi Regimbart 

1889. Laccophilus sharpi Regimbart, Ann. Soc. ent. Fr., (6) 9: 151. 
1969. Laccophilus sharpi: Vazirani, OrientaZ Ins., 2: 249. 

Material.-1 ex., ~, Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 

Subfamily DYTISCINAE 

5. Eretes stlctllcus (Llnnaeus) 

1767. Dytiscus sticticus Linnaeus, Systema Naturae, Holmiae, ed. 12, 
1 (2): 666. 

1969. Eretes sticticus: Vazirani, Oriental Ins., 2: 255. 
il/aterial.-l ex., Port Blair, 1.iv.1969. 

6. Hydatlcus fabricil Macleay 

1833. Hydaticus fabricii Macleay, Annulosa Javanica: 136. 
1969. Hydaticus fabricii: Vazirani, Oriental Ins., 2: 266. 

Jllater;al.-4 ex.~ Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 

7 Hydatlcus leechl Sato 

]882. Hydaticus vittatus Sharp, Sci. Trans. R. Dublin Soc., 2: 670 
(in part). 

1899. Hydaticus vittatus abo quadrivittatus Regimbart, Ann. Soc. ent. 
Fr., 68: 328 (in part). 

1&61. Hydaticus leechi Sato, Trans. Shikoko Ent. Soc., 7(1-2): 61. 

\. AZIRANI, T. G. 1970. Contributions to the study of aquatic beetles 
(Coleoptera). 9. On a collection of Dytiscidae from S. Andaman 
Islands. Oriental Ins., New Delhi, 4(2): 177-184. 
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1961. Hydaticus leechi form subrutiZus Sato, Trans. Shikoko Ent. Soc., 
7(1-2) : 61. 

1961. Hydaticus leechi celebesanus Sato, Trans. Shikoko Ent. Soc., 
7 (1-2), 62: figs. 6, 26. 

1961. Hydaticus leechi celebesanus form insulans Sato, Trans. Shikoko 
Ent. Soc., 7(1-2), 62: fig. 7. 

IS61. Hydaticus leechi celebesanus form brackeli Sato, Trans. Shikoko 
Ent. Soc., 7 (1-2): 62, fig. 8. 

1969. Hydaticus vittatus: Vazirani, Oriental Ins., 2: 260-262 (in part): 
1Jlaterial.-7 exs., Port Blair, 1.iv.1969. 
Remarks.-Before Sato (1961), H vittatus, sensu lato, ,vas 

considered to be a species of ,vide geographical range ,vithout 
any clear discontinuities in the distribution. 

Sato (1961) * has nanled several infra subspecific categories. 
Even male and female from the same locality 'population have 
been assigned to different varieties and forms. Besides, these 

.---
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Text-fig .. 1. Hydaticus leechi Sato, A. lateral view of penis; 
B. bifid spines on the internal face of meta-tibiae. 



l~ecords uf the Zoological S'urvey of In'dia" 

infrasubspecific categories are no longer recognized after the 
publication of the International Code of Zoological Nonlencla­
lure, 1961. 

TIle exact statns of 1-1 ydaticlls vittatus var _ inteI'f'uplus 
Iteginlbart (1899), knO\Vll fronl Borneu and Nicobar Islan-ds, is 
considered doubtful. No exanlple referable to this 'yar'. is 
pr~s~nt in -Paris rvlUS('UDI and could be exalnined by me._ Sato 
(l.c.) is in error to treat it as a forDl Il.lcechi ,,·ithout exaluina­
lion of any lnaterial. In case the t,vo species are specifically 
identical, the name interruptus Regimbart, 1899 has priority 
oyer leeclli Sato, 1961 ~ and should be applied to this species. 
l;urthcr I an} also doubtful about Sato's treatment of H.lenzi 
Schoen. Even if it be a \"alid species. I very much doubt its 
distribution, haYing the saUle range as vittalus. The name 
leechi, is only tenlporarily applied here, till a thorougll revision 
of this cOlnplex~ based on the study of 'l~ype' specimen of each 
nnd c"ery 'form'. 'var~, etc., described is available for study. 
together ,vith a sEries of exanIples fronl various nluseums. 
l-I.leeclzi Sato, may perhaps only prove to be a subspecies of 
quadrivittatus Blanchard. For the present, I anI giving here a 
comparison of the arrangement of cupules on the ulalc anterior 
tarsi; in vittatus 2 basal 11Iedian cupulcs arc larger than the 
t\VO nledian cllpules in thp precrding 1'0'" ,,,hile in leechi 
(exalnples fron} .A.ndanIHn Islands) the t,,"o basal median 
cupules are sl1}aller than the t "'0 nledian cupules in the preced­
ing ro\v. 

There are SOIne difl'erenees in the upper 11Iargin of the 
penis (fig. 1A.) in the single male example no'v before·. me and 
the figure of penis giYen by Sato. I consider that this differellcc 
comes ,vithin the infruspecifie variations. as indeed Sato has 
himself 5ho,,-n for the species vittalus. ~-\lnong the seven 
(Jxanlples, there is only a single 111ale. In t\\"o fenlale exanlples. 
the outer yello\y yitta of the elytra is ('onjoint \yith the inner 
vitta. In one fenlale ex~unple, there is a reddish-yello,,' spot at 
the base of each elytron. Sinlilar reddish spot, ,vas observed by 
Inc, in three exanlples fronl Jaya. in Regimbart collection at 
I)aris 1\lUSCllll1 and these \\'ere labelled as II. vittatus abo len:i 
Schoen. Sueh spots do not app('ar to hayc either any sexual or 
subspeciflc. significance. 

-----------~-------- ---------------- ----

*SATO, M~' 1961. Hyciatictts_' vittatus (Fabricius) and its allied species 
(Coleoptera: Dytiscidne). Trans. Shikoku Ent. Soc., 7(1-2): 54 .. 64. 
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8. Cybister tripunctatus asiatilcus Sharp 

1B82. Cybister asiaticus Sharp, Sci T1·ans. R. Dublin Soc., 2: 731. 
1969. Cybister tripunctatus asiaticus: Vazirani, Oriental Ins., 2: 290. 

J/aterial.-6 (lX.~ Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 

Suborder POLYPHAGA 

Family HYDROPHILIDAE 
Subfamily HYDROPHILINAE 

9. Sternolopus (8. str.) rufipes (Fabricius) 

1792., Hydrophilus rufi,pes Fabricius, Ent. Syst., 1: 183. 
1928. Sternolopus (s. str.) rufi,pes: Orchymont, Cat. Indian Ins., 

pt. 14: 121. 
1952. Ste'rnolopus (s. str.) 1'ufipes: Vazirani, Rec. Indian Mus., 50: 427. 
1964. Sternolopus (s. str.) rufi,pes: Sato & Miyataka, Rep. Comm. For. 

Sci. Res. Kyushu Univ., no. 2: 140. 

llIaterial.-7 ex.~ Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 
Relnarks.-This species is 'videly distributed in S. E. Asia, 

but it is no,,,, being recorded froll1 the Andanlan Islands for the' 
first tinl~ 

10. Regimbartia attenuata (Fabricius) 

1801. Hydrophilus attenuata Fabricius, Syst. Eleuth., 253 (Ceylon). 
1928. Regimbartia attenuata: Orchymont, Cat. Indian Ins., pt. 14: 

138. 
1952. Regimbartia attenuata: Vazirani, Rec,. Indian Mus., 50: 428. 

~11aterial.-13 ex., Port Blair, l.iv.1969. 
Relllarks.-Though ,videly distributed in India and S. E. 

4~sia (including Japan) and Australia, it is no,v being recorded 
from A.ndaman Islands for the first time. 

SUMMARY 

One species of Gyrinidae, seven species Dytiscidae and t,\~O 

species of 'Hydroph'ilidae are reported in this paper. Four 
species viz. Gyrinus slnaragdinus Regimbart, Hydaticus leechi 
Sato, Sternolopus (s. str.) rufipes (Fabricius) are being recorded 
from 4;\ndaman Islands, for the first time. Subspecies and forms 
of leechi nanled by Sato (1961), are not recognized here. 


