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INTRODUcnON 

The fish fauna occurring in this region of Maharashtra has been presented in 
this paper. Very liu.le published information is available on the freshwater, estuarine 
or marine fish fauna of the Konkan which is an important b~t relatively under 
developed region covering five coastal districts namely : Thane, Greater Bombay, 
Raigad, Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg. 

Our meagre information is derived from the works of : Annandale (1919), 
Fowler (1928), Mueller (1931), Bal (1943), Bal & Mohmed (1957), Kulkarni 
(1947), Pradhan (1964), Pillai & Jaya Prakash (1978), Misra (1983), Yazdani & 
Singh (1989) which dealth mainly wiLh fishes off the Bombay coast 

The material examined in the present study pertains to the following Surveys 
conducted by the Western Regional Station, Zoological Survey of India, Pune :-" 

Raigad & Ratnagiri Dists. 1%3 Dr. B.K. Tikader & Party. 

Thana 1972 Dr. G.M. Yazdani & Party 

Ratnagiri 1973 Dr. M. Babu Rao & Party 

Raigad & Ratnagiri 1973-74 Dr. G. M. Yazdani & Party 

Ratnagiri 1980 Dr. C.A.N. Rao & Party 

Raigad 1981 Dr. M.S. Pradhan & Party 

Thane 1984,86 Dr. M.S. Pradhan & Party 

Ratnagiri 1987 Dr. R.H. Kamble & Party 

Sindhudurg 1987 ~r. D.B. Bastawade & Party 

Sindhudurg 1988 Dr. R.M. Sharma & Dr. D.F. Singh 

Physical .... eatures 

The Konkan Region 

This region is a narrow coastal plain, confined between the Western Ghats 
(Sahyadris) and the Arabian sea and Stretches all along the State of Maharashtra 
(Fig. I). It extends from the south of Damanganga river in the north to Goa in the 
South & includes the entire coastal strip of Maharashtra, having a length of about 
500 km. & a 40--50 km. width. It covers 5 districts viz., Thane, Bombay, Raigad, 
RaUlagiri & S indhudurg. 

For convenience sake, Konkan can be divided into North Konkan & Bombay 
region, middle & South Konkan. They are detailed below :-

1. North Konkan 

This region is dominated by the Bombay Metropolis & Thane district. It 
comprises of the foothills of the Western Ghats (to the east), the riverine plains and 
the Bombay metropolitan region. 
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KONKAN REGION 
Of MAHARASHTRA 

Height above sea level 
I I < i.50 Mts. 
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The foothills of the Western Ghats--close to the steep descent on the Western 
Ghats escarpments are the foothills, either detached or close to the base of the 
escarpments, making an essemblage of low hills. Sometimes these foothills take the 
form of plateaus, like the Jowhar-Mokhada plateau at 350 m. ASL. Rivers like the 
Vaitarna and Tansa (originating from these foothills) have been impounded and 
reservoirs developed to provide water to Bombay city. Riverine plains-west of the 
foothill zone are a number of linear plains aligned with Ulhas, Kalu, Bhatsai, Tansa, 
Vaitarna and Pinjal rivers. While the Ulhas, Kalu and Bhatsai join the Thane-Kalyan 
creek, Tansa and Vaitarnajoin the sea just north of Dahisar. 

The Bombay metropolitan region-This region includes Bombay city and the, 
outlying areas, spread over an area of 3,965 sq. km. Sanjay Gandhi National Park 
(formerly Borivli NaL Park) is situated in the region. 

2. Middle Konkan 

The region between river Patalganga in the north & Savitri in the South is 
considered as middle Konkan. This region falls in Raigad district. It is distinguished 
from South Konkan by a relatively more open and flat topography and absence of a 
laterite plateau. 

The narrow region is a complex of forested hills, coastal plains and tidal creeks. 
The major rivers like Patalganga, Amba, Kundalika and Kal are present in this 
region. 

3. South Konkan 

The coastal region south of Savitri river is known as the South Konkan and 
differs from the middle Konkan by a thick and extensive cover of laterite and deeply 
entrenched dminage. This region fall under Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg districts. 

The river network in the Konkan 

The Konkan strea~s are short & flow east-west, almost parallel to each other 
& do not have a course longer than 100 km. In the North Konkan, the streams 
converge on Thana creek. While Pinjal, Vaitarna, Bhatsa & Ulhas are the rivers 
north of Thana creek, Amba, Kundalika, Savitri, Vashisti, Shastri, Kajvi, 
Waghothan & Gad are the principal rivers in South Konkan. 

Although this is a heavy rainfall zone, the coastal streams are reduced to a 
thread of water during summer as the basins are small & the terrain being lateritic, 
the recharge from the ground water is quite limited. The rain water is quickly 
disposed off into the sea & the streams usually dry out after rains. The mouth- of the 
Konkan rivers are subjected to tidal in flow but none are navigable except in their 
lower reaches (close to their mouth) because of the steep gradienL 
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List of Collecting Stations 

Thana district 

1. Kila Bandar, Bassein 

2. Panchoo Bandar, Bassein 

3. Satpati Bay, Palghar 

4. Gdvimj village, Palghar 

Greater Bombay 

1. Stream near Kanheri caves, Sanjay Gandhi Nat. Park, Borivli. 

2. Dahisar river, S.G.N.P. Borivli. 

Raigad district 

1. Uran Khadi, Uron. 

2. Kasarbhat, Panvel. 

3. Talaja Khadi, Panvel. 

4. Karjal 

5. Umberdor, Karjat. 

6. Khopoli, Karjat 

7. Alibag 

8. Polynard village, Alibag. 

9. Varsoli Bandar,4 kIn. North of Alibag. 

10. Pen 

11. Dishi beach, Murud. 

12. 'Janjira creek, Murud. 

13. Roha. 

14. Dasgaon, Mahad. 

15. Savitri river, Poladpur. 

Ratna~iri district 

1. Mandangad 

2. Dapoli town 

3. A veri Nalla, Dapoli 

4. Jaigad Bandar 

5. Mirkarwada, 25 km. NW of RaUlagiri. 

6. Mirvabandar 8 km. NW of Ratnagiri 

7 . Atowa village, Ratnagiri. 
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8. Rajivada Bandar, 2 km. SW of Ratnagiri 

9. Seashore near Bhatya village, Ratnagiri. 

10. Rajapur. 

Sindhudurg district 

1. Deogad 

2. Vengurla 

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 

Grode PISCES 

Class CHONDRICHTHYES 

Subclass ELASMOBRANCHll 

0aIcc LAMNIFORMES 

Suborder LAMNOIDEI 

Family CARCHARHINIDAE 

1. Scoliodon laticaudus (Muller & Henle) 

1841. Carchtuias (Scoliodon) lalicaudus Muller and Henle, Syst. Beschr Plagiost, 28, 
p1.8 (type-Ioc : India). 

1878 Carcluuias laJicaudus Day, Fishes of India: 712, pI. 188, fig. 1. 

Common Name: Yellow dogshark. Local Name: Son Mushi. 

Systematic note : Small shark with the head flat & trowel shaped. Free rear tip 
of fust dorsal about over mid-base of pelvic fins. Procaudal pits are present. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-west pacific region. 

Collection: Uran Khadi (Raigad), Kila Bander, Bassein (Thane dist.) Rajivada 
bander (Ratnagiri Dist). 

This species constitutes a good fishery along the entire Konkan coagt 

FAMll...Y: RHINOBATIDAE 

2. Rhynchobatus djeddensis (Forsskal) 

1775. Raja djeddensis Forsskal, Descripl. Animal: 18 (fype-loc: Red Sea). 

1878. Rhynchobalus djeddensis Day, Fishes of India, 730, pI. 192, fig. 1. 

Common Name: White-spotted Shovelnose guitar-fish. Local Name: Ranja. 

Systematic nole : A ray of large size. The snout is elongate & tapering. First 
dorsal fm is triangular and situated above base of pel vic fins. The second dorsal fin is 
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similar in shape but is smaller in size. Eyes are large and iinmediately anterior to the 
spiracles. The spiracles is with two cutaneous folds. The upper surface of the body is 
dark olive-green with white spots on posterior margin of disc. Lower surface is 
greyish white. 

Geographic Distribution : In do-west pacific region. 

Collection: Vengurla (Ratnagiri) 

This is a large guitar fish. las liver oil is in much use. 

Class OSTEICHTHYES 

Subclass ACTINOPTERYOll 

Order CLUPEIFORMES 

Suborder CLUPEOIDEI 

Family CLUPEIDAE 

Subfamily: CLUPEINAE 

3. Sardinella longiceps, Valenciennes 

1847. Sardinella longiceps Valenciennes, IJist.nat.Poiss.20 : 273 (Type-Ioc : 
Pondicherry ) 

1878. Clupea longiceps Day, Fishes of India: 637, pI. 161, fig.2. 

Common Name: Indian Oil Sardine. Local Name: TarH, Raid. 

Systematic note : The body is compressed with the belly keeled. Mouth is 
terminal. Dorsal fin origin before pelvic fin origin. Pelvic fins with 9 rays. 
Pseudobranch is long with a distinct ventral ridge. Gill rakers curled upwards, 150-
250 on lower arm of first arch. 

Geographic, Distribution : Indian Coasts, North Borneo, the Philippines and 
upto East Africa in the west 

Collection: Kila Bander, Bassein (Thane), Uran Kh,adi (Raigad). 

It form the most important fishery ncar Ratnagiri coast, especially after the 
southwest monsoon (August-March). 

4. Sardillella melanura (Cuvier) 

1829. Clupea melanura Cuvier, Regne Animal (2nd ed.), 2 : 318. (Type-Ioc : 
Bombay). 

1878. Clupea atricauda Day, Fishes of India: 636, pI. 164, fig. 5. 

1973. Sardinella melanura : Whitehead, 1.mar.biolAsslndia : 14 (1) : 180. 

Common Name: Blackstrip Sardinella. Local Name: TarH, Raid. 

Systematic note : The body is fusiform with the belly strongly keeled. 
Abdominal scutes usually 16 to 17. Pseudobranch is short and flat. Gill rakers on 
lower arm of first arch 38 to 74. Pelvic fin with 8 rays. The colour of body is blue­
green above and the sides are silvery. The caudal is tipped with black colour. 
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Geographic Distribution: Throughout Indo-West Pacific region. 

Collection: Urnn Khadi (Raigad) 

It form a minor fishery along the coast during December. 

Subfamily : PRISTIGASTERINAE 

5. Opisthopterus tardoore (Cuvier) 

1829. Pristigaster tardoore Cuvier, Regne Animal (2nd edition), 2: 321 (on 'Tartoore' 

of Russell, 1803, Fishes ofCoromandal, 2 : 74, pI. 103-ex. Uizagapatnam). 

1878. Opisthopterus tartoor (Valenciennes): Day, Fishes of India : 646, pl.163, fig.5. 

1973. Opisthopterus tardoore : Whitehead, 1.mar.biol.Ass.lndia, 14 (I) : 215, fig. 39. 

Common Name: Tardoore. Local Name: Palfurda. 

Systematic note: Body is elongate and compressed. Body keeled with 29-35 
prominent scutes. Mouth directed upwards with prominent lower jaw. Gill rakers 
22-28 on lower arm of the first arch. Pelvic fin absent while Anal is long with upto 
60 branched mys. The back is bluegreen while the flanks are silvery. 

Geographic Distribution : Western and Southern coasts of India, Sri Lanka and 
Indon~ia. 

Collection: J aigad (Ratnagiri). 

'This species inhabits the western coastal areas. It is caught in small quantities. 

Subfamily : ALSINAE 

6. Hi/sa ilisha (Hamilton-Buchanan) 

1822. Clupanodon ilisha Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishes of Ganges, 243, pl.19, fig. 73 

(fype-Ioc : Ganges estuaries). 

1878. Clupea ilisha : Day, Fishes of India: 640, pl.162, fig. 3. 

1983. Hilsa (Tenualosa) ilisha: Whitehead, 1.mar.bioIAss.lndia, 14 (1) : 199, fig.27. 

Common Name : Hilsa Shad. Local Name : Pala. 

Systematic note : Body is fusiform with the belly having scutes (pre-pelvic 
16-18 scutes and post-pelvic 13-16). A distinct median notch on the upper jaw. Gill 
rakers numerous (120-275 on lower part of first arch). Caudal fin as long as head. 
Pectoral and Pelvic fins with axillary scales. Dorsal fin with 15-16 branched rays. 
The back is blue-green while the flanks are silvery. 

Geographic Distribution : Indo-West Pacific region. 

Collection: Panchoo Bander, Bassein, Satpati Bay, Palghar (Thane). 

This species is now available in small quantities. It ascends rivers like Vaitarna 

and Ulhas. 
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7. Hilsa toli (Valenciennes) 

1847. Alausa toli Valenciennes, Hist.nat.Poiss. 20 : 435, (Type-Ioc : Pondicherry, 

Bombay). 

1878. Clupea toli : Day, Fishes of India: 641, pI. 162, fig. 2. 

1973. Hilsa (TenuaJosa) toli: Whitehead, 1.mar.bioIAsslndia, 14 (1) : 200, fig. 28. 

Common Name: Toli Shad. Local Name: Bing. 

Systematic note : Body is fusiform with belly with sharply keeled scutes, 17-
18 pre-pelvic and 11-13 post-pelvic. Upper jaw has a distinct median notch. Caudal 
fin longer than head. Dorsal fin with 14 or 15 branched rays. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coasts, Indo-Australian archipelago. 

Collection: Panchoo Bander, Bassein, Satpati Bay, Palghar (Thane). 

This species inhabits the coastal waters, estuaries and even ascends rivers. 

Family 

Subfamily: 

ENGRAULIDAE 

COILINAE 

8. Coilia dussumieri Valenciennes 

1848. Coilia dussumieri Val., Hist.natPoiss. 21 : 81, p1.610. (fype-Ioc : Bombay). 

1878. Coilia dussumieri Val. : Day, Fishes of India: 631, pl.158, Fig.8. 

1976. Coilia dussumieri : Mishra, Fauna of India, Pisces (2nd cd.), 2 : 114, fig. 30. 

Common Name: Gold spotted anchovy. Local Name: MandelL 

Systematic note: Body compressed, very elongate, narrowing behind to a long 
slender tail. Mouth is oblique. Pectoral fin wilh first 4-6 rays filamentous. Anal fm 
long (35-116 rays), confluent with a minute caudal fin. Longitudinal rows of pearly 
spots on sides of body. 

Geographical Distribution: Indian coast and Indo-Australian archipelago. 

Collection: Panchoo Bassein, Salpati Bay, Palghar (Thane), Uran Khadi 
(Raigad). 

It is commonly caught in bag-nets along the coast. It is consumed in fresh 
condition & also dried for transporting to distant places. 

9. Coilia neglecta Whitehead 

1968. Coilia neglecla Whitehead, 1.mar.biolAss.lndia, 9 (1) : 33 (fypc-loc: Arabian 

Sea, NW of Bombay, also off Indus, Ganges & Irrawaddy deltas) ; Whitehead, 

1973.1mar.biolAss.lndia, 14 (1) : 241. fig. 65. 

Common Name: Whitehead's grenadier anchovy. 



SINGH & YAZDANI: Ichlhyofauna of Konkan region of Maharashlra (India) 9 

Systematic note : Body compressed, belly rounded under pectoral fin base, 
becoming compressed and keeled towards vent. ~9 pre pelvic scutes and 7-11 post 
pelvic scutes. Dorsal fin with a small spine. Pectoral fin with 6 filamentous rays. 
Body is light brown in colour. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coast, Singapore & Thialand 

Collection: Satpati beach, Palghar, Kila bander (Thane). 

This fish is not caught in large numbers. 

Subfamily: ENGRAULINAE 

10. Thryssa purava (Ham-Buch.) 

1822. Clupea plUava Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishes of Ganges: 238. (Type-loe : 

Gangetic estuaries). 

1878. Engraulis pUTava : Day, Fishes of India: 628, pl.157, fig.2. 

1973. Thryssa purava: Whitehead, l.mm.bioiAsslndia, 14 (1): ~1, fig. 55. 

Common Name: Gangetic Anchovy. Local Name: Katil 

Systematic note: Body elongate and compressed with belly keeled (15-17 pre 
pelvic and 9-12 post pelvic scutes). Snout blunt Maxilla long and with tip pointed. 
Dorsal fin with 9-12 branched rays with a anterior small spine. Anal fm with 38-44 
branched rays. Back is brown and flanks are silvery. 

Geographic Distribution: East coast of India. 

Collection: Panchoo Bander (Th~e). 

It is caught in small quantities. Its an oily fish, suitable for canning. 

Ortb­

Family 

OSTEOGLOSSIFORMES 

·NOTOPTERIDAE 

11. Notopterus notopt6rul (Pallas) 

1769. GYmnDtlU noIoplerlU Pallas, Spicil.Zool., Petersburg, 7 p.40, p1.6, 6g.2. 

(Type-loe : Inilian Ocean). 

1878. Notopwus /wpiral : Day, Fishes of India, p.653, pI. CLIX, fig. 4. 

1976. Notopteru notoplerus : Misra, Fauna of Inditz, Pisces (2nd ed.). 2 : 278, fig.77 

& p1.7. fig3. 

Common Name : Featherback. Local Nadte : Chalat 

Systematic nole : Body oblong and strongly compressed. Hcad compressed. Pre­
orbital serrated. Mouth moderate with maxilla extending .UP.10 mid orbit Dorsal fm 
inserted nearer to snout than base of caudal. Scales minute. Colour is sil~ery white. 
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Geographic Distribution: India·, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, Malaya, 

Thailand and Indonesia. 

Collection: KarjaL 

This is a common freshwater fish but not much preferred as food. It inhabitats 
fresh as well as bmckish waters. 

()nb­

Family 

CYPRINIFORMES 

CYPRINIDAE 

12. Salmostoma clupeoides (Bloch) 

1895. Cyprinus clupeoides Bloch, Auslaitdische Fische, B,erlin, 12, p.49 p1.408, fig.20 

(fype-Ioc: Tranqucbar). 

1878. Chela clupeoides : Day, Fishes of India, p.602 

1968., Salmostoma clupeoides : Banarcscu, Revue roUln. BioI. (2001), 13 (1) : 5 
fig.2; Banarescu, 1971, Revue roum.Biol.{Zool.), 16(1) : 16. 

Local Name: Balshi, Alkut. 

Systematic Note: Body is elongate & compressed. Mouth oblique with lower 
jaw having a well developed symphysial kn'ob. 24-29 gill rakers on the first arch. 
Scales sinall. Lateral line with 78-93 scales. Silvery colour. 

Geographic Distribution: India: Maharashtra, M.P., Gujarat & Burma. 

Collection: Karjal. 

These are caught in large numbers and serve as a poor man's food. 

13. Chela laubuca (Ham.) 

1822. C,>prinus laubuca Hamilton,jish Ganges pp. 260, 380, (fype-loc : Ponds of the 

norlhern parts of Bengal). 

1878. PeriJampus laubuca : DaY,fishes of Ir¢ia, p.598, pI. CU, Fig. 5. 

1987. Dal1io (Danio) meno; : Tilak & Jain, i.Bombay nalRisl.soc. 84 (3) : 693. 

Common Name: Winged Rasbora, Indian glass-barb. Local Name: Mamli, 
Alkul. 

Systematic Note: Body deep and greatly compressed. Abdomen keeled only 
between and behind pelvio fins. Pectoral fins large and· wing like. Lateral line 
complete with 31-37 scales, lateral transver.se scales 6-7/2-4 and predorsal scales 
15-20. Colour in life is shining silvery. Base of Caudal fin with a deep bl~h:k 
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blotch. A longitudinal stripe may be present on the body which extends to 
operculum where it surrounds a deep black blotch. 

GqJgraphic Distribution : India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Burma, 
Malay and Sumatra. 

Collection: Dasgaon, Mahad (Raigad). 

These serve as poor man's food and hence are caught by lribals from freshwater 
ponds and rivers. 

14. Danio aequipinnatus (McClelland) 

1839. Puilampus aequipinnatus McCclland. Asialic Res. 19, p.3., p1.60. fig.l (Type-

loe : Assam). 

1878. Daino aequipinnatus : Day, Fishes of India, p.596, pl.CL. fig. 6. 

1985. Danio dey; Sen and Dey, IAssam Sci.Soc., 27 (2) : 61, fig.1. 

Common Name: Giant Danio. Local Name: Bal(t()kL 

Systematic Note: The body is elongate and compressed. A pre-orbital spine 
presenL Mouth is small and directed upwards. 2 short barbels present. Lateral line 
complete with 35-37 scales. Pre-dorsal scales 14-15. Colour of body brilliant 
blue with a well developed lateral band of dark blue along side. A well defined black 
spot near upper angle of gill-opening. 

Geographic Distribution : India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Burma and 
Thailand. 

Collection: Averi nallah, Daoli (Ratnagiri). 

15. Daino fraseri Hora & Misra 

1934. Daino fraser; Hora & Mukcrji, RecJndian Mus., : 36, 133-134. 

1938. Daino fraser; : Fraser, I.Bombay NalJ-list.Soc., 39 (3/4) : 695. 

Common Name : Oaino. Local Name : Balooki. 

Systematic Note : Body is elongate and compressed. Mouth is small and 
directed obliquely upwards. Lower lip is hypertrophied while the upper lip is normal. 
2 pair of barbels present. Pectoral fins long, extending beyond base of pelvic fin. 
Lateral line complete with 38-40 scales. Predorsal scales 16-17. 

Geographic Distribulion : Restricted: India (Nasilc dis~ Mahamshtm). 

Collection: Karjat (Raigad), Palghar (Thane). 
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16. Daino malabaricus (Jerdon) 

1849. Perilampus malabaricus Jerdon, ~adras J Lilt. & Sci., 15 : 325 (Type-loe : 

Malabar). 

1878. Daino malabaricus: Day, Fishes 0/ India: 595, pI. CI, fig. 7. 

1980. Daino malabaricus : Howes, Bull.Br Mus.nat.Hist. (Z001.), 37 (3) : 140. 

Common Name : Daino. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and strongly compressed. A weak pre-orbital 
spine. Mouth small and directed upwards. Barbels 2 pair. Rostral barbels rudimentary 
and maxillary barbels usually vestigial. Lateral line complete with 32-34 scales. 
Predorsal scales 14-15. 

Geographic Distribution: India (West Coast) and Sri Lanka. 

Collection: Savitri River, Poladpur (Raigad), Danoli (Ratnagiri). 

17. Parluciosoma daniconius (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus daniconius Hamilton, Fishes o/Ganges, pp.321, 329, pI.15, fig .89 

(fype-loc : Rivers of Southern Bengal). 

1878. Rasbora daniconius : Day, Fishes 0/ India, p.584~ pI.CXLVI, fig.2 ; Brittan, 

1954, Monogr.lnst.sci.TechnManila, (3) : 135. 

Common Name: Rasbora. Local Name: Dandai, Dawvan. 

Systematic Note : Body is oblong and compressed. Mouth small. Abdomen 
rounded. Latera1line nearly complete with 31-34 scales. 

Geographic distribution: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Bunna. 

Collection: Savitri river, Poladput, Pen (Raigad), Mandangad, Dapoli taluk:a, 
Dandi (Rablagiri). 

18. Bariliu! bendelisis (Ham.) 

1822. Cyprinus bendelisis Hamiltonr Fishes of Ganges, pp.210, 385 (Type-Ioc 

Rivers of Mysore). 

1878. Barilius bendelisis : Day, Fishes of India, p.590, pI. CXLVllI, fig. 1, 8 & 9 ; 

Tilak et al., 1984, Rec.Zool.Surv.lndia, 81 (3/4) : 280. 

Common Name: Hill trout. Local Name: Johra. 

Systematic Note : Body shallow and lalcraliy compressed. Mouth moderate 
with jaws long, maxilla extends to below anterior-third of orbit. Barbels 2 short 
pairs. Dorsal fin much in advance of anal fin. Anal fi!l short with 7-8 branched rays. 
Colour silvery. 8-12 dark bands descending towards the lateral line (in yough ones). 

Geographic distribution: India, Palistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 

Collection: Pen (Raigad). 
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19. Carassius auralus Linn. 

1878. Ctuassius alU'alus Linnaeus. SystNal. 1 : S27 ; Day, Fishes of India, p.SS2; 
Weber and de Beaufort, 1916. Fishes Indo Australian Archipelago, 3 : 103. 

fig.4S. 

Common Name : Gold fish. 

Systematic Note: Body fairly stout and deep. Dorsal and ventral profile equally 
arched. Mouth small and terminal. Anal fin with 5 branched rays. Pectoral fin 
rounded. Lateral line with about 28 scales. No blotch on caudal peduncle. 

Geographic Distribution: India, China and Japan. 

Distribution: Kila bunder, Bassein (Thane). 

20. Puntius amphibius (Val.) 

1842. Capoeta amphibia Valencienes. IlistNaI.Poiss, 16, p.282, p1.478 (Type-Ioc : 

Bombay). 

1878. Barbus amphibius: Day, Fishes of India, p.574, pl.CXLII,' fig.8 ; Hora and 

Law, 1941, RecJndian Mus., 43 (2) : 244. 

Common Name: Scarlet banded barb. Local Name: KhavU. 

Systematic Note: Body spindle shaped with both the profiles equally converse. 
Mouth small and terminal. One pair of barbels (maxillary). Dorsal fin inserted near 
to tip of snout than base of causal fin. Lateral line complete with 23-24 scales. 
Predorsal scales 7--8. 

Geographic Distribution: Peninsular India and Sri Lanka. 

Collection: Palgbar (Thane), Pen (Raigad), Kasarbhat, Panvel (Raigad). 

21. Punlius filamenlosus (Val.) 

1844. Leucius flilUMnlOSIU Valenciennes, JUst.naI.Poiss, 17, p.96, pI. 492 (Type-

loe : d' Alypey = Alleppey); Menon, 1967, Ichlhyologica: 147. 

1878. Barbus ruamentosus : Day, Fishes ~f India, p. 582. 

Common Name: Filamented barb. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate. Mouth moderate with one pair of small 
maxillary barbels, hidden in grooves around ~omers of the mouth. dorsal fin inserted 
equidistant between tip of snout and base of caudal fin. In adult males, 5 unbranched 
rays elongated into filaments. Scales large. Lalcralline complete with 21 scales. 

Geographic distribution: India (Goa and Kamataka ; Kerala and Tamil Nadu), 
Sri Lanka and Bonna. 

Collection: Danoli (Ratnagiri,. 
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22. Punlius ticto (Ham.) 

1822. CyprUuu tieto 'Hamilton, Fishes of Ganges, pp.314, 389, p1.8, fig.81 (Type­

loe : South-east parts of Bengal). 

1878. Barbus lielo : Day, Fishes of India, p. 516. pl. CXUV, fig.1 ; Murthy, 1911, 

Proclndian Acad.sci. : IS B (3) : 130. 

Common Name : Fire fin barb. Local name : Khavli. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate. Mouth tenninal and' small. No barbels. 
Dorsal fin inserted slightly posterior to pelvic in origin. Its last unbra.ncbed ray 
osseous, strong & serrated at its posterior edge. Lateral line ceases afler 6 to 8 
scales. Predorsal scales 9-11. 

Geographic distribution: India. Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bonna 
and Thailand. 

Collection: Savitri river, Poladpur (Raigad) Averi nallah, Dapoli (Ratnagiri). 

23. Punlius sarana subnasutus (Val.) 

1842. Barhus s,u,naswus Valcncienes. (in Cuvier and Valenciemes). Hisl. Nal. Poiss, 
16 : 154 (Type-toe: Pondichery). 

1818. Barbus sarana: Day, Fishes of India, p: 560, pI. CXXXVI, fig.2. 

1963. PlU&lius sarana subasUlKS : Menon. Spolia leyl, 30 (1) : 69. 

Common Name: Olive Carp. Local Name: Darai, Khavli. 

Systematic Note: Body is oblong and deep. Mouth moderate with 2 pairs of 
barbels. Dorsal fin inserted equidistant between tip of snout and base of caudal fin. 
Lateral line complete with 28 to 21 scales. Prc-dorsal scales 10. 

Geographic distribution: India: Krishna and Cauvary river systema, Kerala. 

Collection: Gdvira, Palghar (Thane), Talaja Khadi, Panvel (Raigad), Danoli 
(Ratnagiri). 

24. Gonop,.,.k.topterlls Icoills (S ykes) 

1841. Barbus /wlus Sykes, 1 rcms.Zool.Soc.Lond.1 2 : 351, p1.62. fig. 1 (Type-toe : 

Mota Mola river. 8 miles east of Poona) ; Silas, 1953, l.Bombay nal.llist.soc., 
51 : 581. 

Common Name: Kolus. Local Name: Kholsi. 

Systemalic Note: Body deep and compressed. E)!.Cs large, its upper edge near 
the dorsal profile. Mouth slightly subterminal. One pair barbels. Dorsal fin inserted 
anterior to pelvic fin. Latcralline scales 40-43. 
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Geographic Distribution: India: Krishna, Godavari and Cauvery river 
systems. 

Collection: Saviui river, Poladpur (Raigad). 

25. Labio dussllmieri (Val.) 

1842. RohillJ dMSs""';eri Valenciennes (in Cuvier & Valenciennes), HistNat.Poiss, 

16 : 258. 

1878. lAbeo dusswnieri : Day, Fishes of India, p.538, pl. CXXVI, fig. 5; Hora 1937, 
Rec./ndian Mus., 39 (1) : 19 

Common Name : Malabar Labco. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and compressed. Snout projecting slightly 
beyond mouth. Eyes moderate, not visible from underside of head. 2 minute pair of 
barbels. Dorsal fin inserted nearer to tip of snout than to caudal fin base. Lateral line 
with 53-60 scales. Lateral transverse scale row 5-5 between lateral line and pelvic 
fin base. 

Geographic DislribUlion : India: Western Ghats upto North Canara, Sri Lanka. 

Colleclion : Polynad village, Alibag. 

26. Parapsilorhynchus tentaculatus Annandale 

1919. Parapsilorhynchus tenlaculalus Annandale, RecJndian Mus., 16 (1) : 128, pI. 1 , 

fig.4, 4a.. pl.3, fig.2. (Type-Ioc : Khandal1a.. Maharashtra State) ; Hora.. 1921, 
Rec. Indian Mus., 22 (1) : 13. 

Common Name: Khandala minnow. 

Systematic Note: Body spatulate, back moderately arched. Mouth small, 
crescentic, upper lip fringed. Lower lip bitohed with a small pad behind it Single 
pair of rostral barbels. Dorsal fin inserted opposite to pelvic fins. Pectoral fins with 
3 simple rays. Lateral line scales 36-39. Eyes nOl visible from underside of head. 

Geographic Distribution: India: Northern parts of western Ghats, Pachmari in 
Satpura and Bailadila range in Baster (M.P.). 

Collection: Stream near Kanhcri caves, Borivli (Bombay). 

27. Garra mul/ya (Sykes) 

1841. Chondrosloma mullya Sykes, TTansZool.socLondon, 2, p.359. p1.62, fig.3. 
(Type-loe: Poona). 

1878. Discognalhus lamla: Day, Fishes of India, p.527, pI. CXXII. fig. 4 & CXXllI, 

fig. 1. 

1964. GarTa mullya : Menon, Meln.lndian Mus., 14 (4) : 173-200. 
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Common Name: Stone Carp. Local Name: Mallya. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate. Snout rounded and smooth, mouth small. A 
suctorial disc small but well marked present on chin. 2 pair barbels. Dorsal fin 
inseFted near tip of snout than caudal fin base. Caudal fin slightly emarginate. 
Lateral line with 32-34 scales. A distinct black spot just behind angle of operculum 
and a blotch at caudal rm base. 

Geographic distribution: Throughout India exCept Himalaya and Assam. 

Collection : Umberdor (Karjat) ; Savitri river, Po ladptir; Pen (Raig~d), 
Rajapur ; A veri nalla (Ratnagiri). 

28. Garra gotyla gotyla (Gray) 

1832. Cryprinus gotyla Gray, lii.1nd. 2001. Hardwicke, 1, pI. 88, figs.3. 3a. 
(Type-loe : N. India). 

1964. Garra goiyla gotyla : Menon, Mem.lndian Mus., 14 (4) : 233. p1.13. 

figs. 1-4. 

Common Name: Gotvla. Local Name :-Shingacha mallya. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate with head depressed. Snout with a well 
developed median proboscis and a tranverse lobe at tip. Spiny tubercles present on 
the tranverse lobe and sides of head. Mental disc is well developed. 2 pair barbels. 
Lateral line scales 32-35. 

Geographic distribution: India: all along the Himalaya, Chota-Nagpur plateau 
and Vindhya-Satpura hill mnges. Bangladesh and Upper Burma. 

Collection: Mandangad, Dapoli (Ratnagiri). 

Family 

Subfamily: 

HOMALOPTERIDAE 

NOEMACHEILINAE 

29. Noemacheilus evezardi Day 

1878. Noemacheilus evezardi • Fishes of India, p.613. p1.153. fig.ll. (Type-loe : 
Poona) : Menon. 1987. The fauna of India : Pisces : p.191. fig. 1 & 2. p1.4. 

Common Name: Loach. Local Name: Chikli. 

Systematic Note: A small subcylindrical body, loach like with well developed 
nasal barbels. Caudal fin rounded. Dorsal fin with 7 branched rays; inserted near to 
base of caudal than tip of snout. Colouration chJracteristic with 9-18 br~wn ventral 
stripes from back to ventral side. Some stripes are iriteflupted or incomplete. A 
vertical dark stripe at base of caudal. Dorsal fin with 2 or 3 rows of spots. 
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Geographic Distribution: Western Ghats: Krishna and Godavari river basins; 
Salpura range: Pochmari hills. 

Collection: Stream near Kanheri caves, Borivli (Thane). 

30. Noemacheilus denison;; Day 

1861. NoemIJCheillLf denisonii ,Proc. Zool.soc., London, p.281 (Type-Ioc : Bhawany 

river, base of Nilgiris) : Menon, 1987, Fauna of India, Pisces, 4 : 93, pl.l0, 
figs3 &. 4. 

Com,!,on Name : Loach. Local Name: Murunga. 

Systematic Note : Body of uniform depth. Eyes small, not visible from 
underside. Nostrils close together, anterior tubular. Mouth semicircular. Barbels 
weU-developed. Dorsal fin with 8 branched rays and inserted midw,8:Y between snout­
tip and base of caudal fin. Caudal fin deeply emarginate. Lateral line incomplete. 
Body with varying number of brown bands. Dorsal and caudal fins banded. 

Geographic Distribution: Peninsular India: widely distributed except the 
Chota Nagpur plateau. Bastar, M.P., MaharashLra, Kerala and Kamataka States on 
the S.W. coast 

Collection: Panvel (Raigad). 

Subfamily: COBITINAE 

31. Lepidocephalus (Lepidocephalichthys) guntea (Ham.) 

1822. Cobitis gunlea Hamilton, Fishes of Ganges, pp.353, 394 (Type-loe: Ponda and 

freshwater rivers of Bengal). 

1818. LepidocephaJichlhys gunlea : Fishes of India: 609, pI. CLV, fig.4, pI.CLVI, 
fig. 12; Tilak & Hussain, 1981. Dcc. Paper Rec.Zool.Surv.lndia, (32): 7, 
figs. 1-4. . 

Common Name: Loach. Local Name: Mori 

Systematic Note: Body elongate, low and slightly compressed anteriorly. Body 
depth 5.8 to 6.8 times in total length. Mouth inferior with 3 pairs of barbels. Dorsal 
fin inserted slightly behind level of origin of pelvic fins, near to caudal fin·base than 
tip of snout. A patch of scales extends' from below eye to upper part of operculum. 
Colour is highly variable. A dark spot on upper part of base of caudal fin. 

Geographical Distribution : Northern India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bunna and Thailand. 

Collection: Mandagad, Dapoli (Ratnagiri). 

32. Lepidocephalus (Lepidocephalichthys) thermalis (Val.) 

1846. Cobilis lhermalis Valenciennes (In Cuvier & Valenciennes), Hisl. Nal. Poiss1 

18 : 78 (Type-loc : Malabar). 

1818. Lepidocephalichthys lhermalis : fishes of India: 610, pI. CLV, fig.3. 
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1981. Lepidocephalus (Lepidocephalichlhys) lhermalis : Tilak & Hussain, 1981, Dcc. 
Paper Rec.Zool.surv.lndial (32) : 12, fig.5 & 6. 

Common Name: Lesser Loach. Local Name: Mori. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate slightly compressed anteriorly. Body depth 
7.5 to 9.7 times in totallengLh. Mouth inferior. Barbels 3 pairs. Dorsal fin inserted 
somewhat anterior to pelvic fins, usually ncar caudal fin base than to snout tip. 
Caudal fin truncate. A small patch of scales just behind. Suborbital spine on head. 
Colour is grey to greyish green with 8-10 irregular spots along flanks. Dorsal and 
anal fin with rows of spots. 

Geographic distribution India: Coastal region of Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Kcrala. Sri Lanka. 

Collection: Pcn, Mahad (Raigad). 

Ordcr 

Family 

Subfamily: 

ANGUILLIFORMES 

CONGRIDAE 

CONGRINAE 

33. Urocollger lepturus (Richardson) 

1845. Congrus lepturus Richardson, uJol.Voy.Suiphur,: 106, p1.56, fig. 1-6 (Typc-

loc : Canton, China). 

1878. Uroconger leplurus: Day, Fishes oflrulia: 661, p1.170, fig.I. 

Common Name: Slender Congerccl. Local Name: Yam. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and cylindrical, becoming narrower on tail 
which tapers to a point. Head large and stout. Mouth large with a single row of 
vomerine teeth (10-20). Dorsal fin origin above or slightly before pectoral fin base. 
Lateral line prominent. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-West Pacific region. 

Colleclion : Mirkarwada (Ratnagiri). 

It is caught in bag-nets and is of minor economic value. 

Family : OPHICHTHIDAE 

34. PsiodolJophis boro (Ham-Buch.) 

1822. Ophisurus boro Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishes of Ganges : 20 p1.5, fig.5 (Type­

loc : Hooghly estuary ncar Calcutta). 

1878. IJphkhlhys boro: Day, Fishes of lrulia, 664, p1.171, fig. 2. 

Common Name: Bengal's snake-eel. Local Name: Munderi. 
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Systematic Note: Body elongate and cylindrical. Length of head 9-12 times in 
totallenglh. Mouth large, cleft extending behind eye. Dorsal fin considerably behind 
lip of pectoral fm. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-West Pacific region. 

Collection: Taluga, Panvel (Raigad). 

It inhabits estuaries and is usually found in the sand. 

SILURIFORMES 

ARIIDAE 

35. Arius caelatus Val. 

1840. Arius caelalUS Valenciennes, Ilisl.nat.Poiss, 15 : 66. (fypc-Ioc : Bombay) : 

Day, 1877,Jishes of India : 459, p1.105, fig.5. 

1916. Tachysurus caelaJus: Misra, Fauna of India, Pisces (2nd ed.), 3 : 35, fig.4. 

Common Name: Engraved Cat-fish. Local Name: Shingala. 

Systematic Note : Body ~obust and elongate. Head profile concave at nape with 
the supra-occipital process rising thereafter. Mouth subterminal. Teeth on palate in 
two more or less triangular patches. 3 pairs of barbels. The maxillary and outer 
mandibular barbels of unequal length. Dorsal fin spine coarsely granulated. Pectoral 
fin spine strong and also coarsely granulated. Body bluish "black on lOp of head and 
back, white below and flanks are metallic blue in colour. 

Geographic Distribution : India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka to Indo-Australian 
archipelago. 

Collection: Kila Bander, Basscin (Thane) Oishi beach, Murud (Raigad). 

This is a commercially important catfish of the west coast 

36. Arius sagor (Ham-Buch.) 

1822. Pimelodus sagor Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishe.f of Ganges: 169, 378. (Type­

loe : estuaries of Bengal). 

1877. Arius sagor: Fishes of Indial 461 9 pI. 105, fig.I. 

Common Name: Sagor catfish. Local Name: Shingala. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate. Head broad and Inuch depressed. 3 pairs of 
barbels. The maxillary barbels reaching to the middle of pectoral fins. Supra­
occipital proces on head large, broader than longer. Basal plate before dorsal fin 
distinctly large and butterfly-shaped. Dorsal and pcctoral fins with spine, the tips of 
spines with a filamentous prolongation. Colour-grey blue with belly milky white. 

Geographic DL-;Iribution : India to Indo-Australian archipelago, but not the 
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Philippines or Australia. 

Collection: Rajivada Bandar, 2 km. SW of Ratnagiri. 

37. Arius sona (Ham-Buch.) 

1822. Pimelodus sona Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishes of Ganges, 172, 376 (T~-loc: 

estuaries of Bengal). 

1877. Arius sona : Day, Fishes of India, 462, pI. 105, fig.2. 

Common Name: Dusky catfish. Local Name: Shingala. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate. Head broad and depressed. 3 pairs of barbels. 
Head shield granulated. Supra-occipital process as wide or under at its base than 
long. Premaxillary band of teeth villiform. Dorsal and pectoral fin-spines strong. 
Colour: Leaden grey, pale below. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the East 
Indies. 

Collection: Kila Bander, Bassein (Thane). 

This is a commercially important fish. 

38. Batrachocephalus minD (Ham-Buch.) 

1822. Ageneiosus mino Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishes of Ganges: 159. (Type-Ioc : 

Ganges river). 

1877. Balrac/wcephalus mino : Fishes of India, 468, p1.108, fig.l. 

Common Name: Frog-headed catfish. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate. Head large and broad. Head-shields form a 
cross. The occipital process longer than broad at its base. One pair of small barbels. 
Dorsal and pectoral fin spines serrated. Colour : silvery, with dark brown above. 

Geog;aphic Distribution : India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Burma and 
the East Indies. 

Collection: Janjira creek, M4fud (Raigad). 

It is usually present in estuaries, but is not caugh.t in large numbers. 

Family : BAGRIDAE 

39. Mystus keletius (Val.) 

1839. Bagrus kelelius ~nec Blecker) Valenciennes, 1839, Hisl.nal.Poiss. 14, p.411. 
(fypc-loc : Pondichcrry). 

1875. Macrones lcelelius : Day! Fil'hes of India, p.449, pI. XCVllI, fig.3. 

1977. MySlus kelelius: Jayaram, Rec.ZooI.surv. India OccPaper, 8 (:31). 
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Systematic Note : Body elongatc and compressed. Depth of body 4.5 time in 
standard length. Occipital process long and narrow, not extending to basal bone of 
dorsal fin. 4 pair barbels. Maxillary barbels extend to middle of pelvic fin. Dorsal 
spine serrated on its inner side. Colour: Silvery with dull white on belly. A dark 
shoulder spot present. 

Geographic Distribution: India: Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka; Sri Lanka. 

Collection: Polynard village, Alibag (Raigad dist.). 

40. Mystus vittatus (Bloch) 

1797. Silurus villatus Bloch, Ichlhyol.llisl.Nat. , 11, p.40, p1.371, fig.2. (Type-
loc: Tranquebar). 

1875. Macrones villalus : Day, Fishes of India, p.448, pI. XCVIll, fig.3. 

Common Name: Striped dwarf cal-fish. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate and somewhat compressed. Body depth 3.8 to 
4.2 times in standard lcngth. Occipital process reaching basal bone of dorsal fin. 4 
pair barbels. Maxillary pair extends posteriorly ,beyond pelvic fin. Dorsal spine 
weak, finely serrated on its inner edge. Colour: greyish-silver with several pale blue 
or dark and brown longitlidinal bands on sides. A shoulder spot present. 

Geographic Distribution : India ; Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Bunna and Tahiland. 

Collection: Urnnkhad (Raigad). 

41. Mystus menoda trachacanthus (Val.) 

1839. Bagrus trachacanthus Valenciennes, Ilisl.Nat.Poiss, 14, p.419. (Type­
loe : Bengal). 

1977. Mystus (Mystus) menoda lrachacanlhus : Jayaram, Rec.Zool.Surv.lndia 
OccPaper (8) : 33. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate and compressed. Body depth 4.4 to 6.2 times 
in standard length. Head depressed. Occipital process long, not extending to basal 
bone of dorsal fin. 4 pair barbels, maxillary barbels extend to anal fin. Adipose fin 
considerably behind dorsal fin. Colour greyish brown with white belly. 

Geographic Distribution : India : Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and 
Maharashb'a; Nepal, Bangladesh and Burma. 

Collection: Kila Bander, Bassein (Thane). 

42. Mystus seellghaia (Sykes) 

1839. Platystoma seenghaJa Sykes, Trans.Zool.Soc.London, 2, p.371, p1.65, fig.2 

(fype-Ioc: Mota Mula river at Poona). 

1878. Macrones seenghaJa : Day, Fishes of Imtia, p.444, pI. XCIX, fig. I. 

Common Name: Giant river catfish. Local Name: Singala. 
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Systematic Note: Body graceful, elengate and compressed. Body depth 5 to 7 
times in standard length. 4 pair of barbels. Maxillary barbels extend to pelvic fin 
and beyond to anal fin. Dorsal spine weakly serrated on its posterior edge. Adipose 
fin base short. Colourgrey with silvery on sides and belly. 

Geographic Distribution: India: Ganga, Yamuna, Krishna, Godawari and 
Cauvary river systems. Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal and Bangladesh. 

Collection: Uran Khadi (Raigad). 

43. Aor;clltllys aor (Ham.) 

1822. Pimelodus aor Hamilton, Fishes of Ganges, p.205, 379, p1.20, fig.68. (fype­

loc : Rivers of Bengal and Upper parts of Gangetic estuaries). 

1878. Macrones aor: Fishes of lruiia, p.444. 

Common Name: Long whiskered catfish. Local Name: Shingala. 

Systematic NOle : Body graceful, elcngale and compressed. Body dcpth 4 to 5.2 
times in standard length. Snout broad and rounded. 4 pair of barbels Maxillary pair 
extend to base of caudal fin or slightly beyond. Dorsal spine finely serrated on its 
posterior edge. Adipose fin long. Colour dark bluish. 

Geographic Distribution : In'9ia-Up{() Krishna river system. Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Upper Bunna. 

Collection: Uran Khadi (Raigad). 

Falnily : SILURIDAE 

44. On'pok bin,aculatus (Bloch) 

1797. Silurus bimaculalus Bloch. Ichlhyol. llisl. Nal.Poiss. part 2, p.l1, p1.364. 

(fypc-Ioc : Malabar). 

1875. Callichrous bimaculalus : Fishes of lruiia, P.476, pl.CX, fig.4 & 5. 

Common Name: Buller catfish. Local Name: Wanz, Valanj. 

Systematic Note Body elongate and strongly compressed. Mouth large and 
obJique. Barbels 2 pairs; maxillary barbels long and extend to or slightly beyond 
anal fin origin. Anal fin long with 57-58 branched rays. Pectoral spine moderately 
strong. fccbly serrated on its inner edge. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Pakistan., Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
Burma, China, Thailand, Sumatra, Borneo ,md Java. 

Collection: Danoli (Ratnagiri). 
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Family : HETEROPNEUSTIDAE 

45. Heteropneustes /ossilis (Bloch) 

1794. Silu,us fossilis Bloch, Auslandische Fische, Berlin, 6, p.370, fig.2. 

(fype-loc Tranquebar). 

1976. IleleropMusles fossilis : Mis,a l Fauna of India l Pisces (2nd ed.), 3 : 135, 

fig.24. 

Common Name: Stinging catfish. Local Name: Bitchu ka machi. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate with head depressed. Occipital process not 
extending to base of dorsal fin. 4 well developed pair of barbels. Pectoral fin with a 
strong spine serrated along its inner edge. Anal fin long, separated by a distinct 
notch in caudal fin. Colour: Leaden above, lighter below. 

Geographic Distribution : India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Burma~ 
Thailand. 

Collection: Danoli (Ratnagiri). 

Order 

Family 

MYCTOPHIFORMES 

SYNODIDAE 

46. Saurida tumbil (Bloch) 

1795. Salmo ,umbil Bloch, Nalurges ausland Fische. 9 : 112, pI. 430. (fype-Ioc : 

Malabar). 

1877. Saurida lumbil : Day, Fishes of India, 504, pl.ll7. fig.6. 

Common Name: Greater Lizard-fish. Local Nalne : Chorbombil. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate and cylinderical with lizard like head. Mouth 
large. Dorsal fin with 11-13 rays. Pectoral fin with 14-15 rays, reaching to pelvic 
fin basco Colour: Black to brownish. 

Geographic DislribUlion : Tropical Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Mirkarwada (Ratnagiri), Jaigad (Raigad). 

It is regularly caught in the coastal waters. 

Falnily : HARPADONTIDAE 

47. Harpadon Ilellereus (Ham-Buch) 

1822. Osme.rus nehereus Hamilton-Buchanan, Fishes of Ganges: 209. (Type-Ioc : 

Mouth of river Ganges). 

1877. Ilarpodon nehereus: Day, Fishes of India, 505, pI. 118, fig. 1. 

Common Name: Bombay duck. Local Name: Bombil. 
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Systematic Note : Body elongate, compressed and soft. Eyes very small and 

covered by adipose membrane. Mouth wide with slender recurved teeth of unequal 
size. Adipose fin present. Pectoral fin long, tip reaching beyond level of pelvic-fm 

origin. Colour: Uniform light grey. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Panchoo Bander & Satpati Bay, Palghar (Thane) ; Uran Khadi 
(Raigad). This is one of the most important fishes of Maharashtra and contributes 
over 16% of the total marine catch in the state. The catch is usually landed in the 
Satpati-Dahanu areas. The season is from Sept-June and Oct-Dec. when the fish is 
caught by bag nets ("Dols") and is usually sun-dried for transport to interior places. 

Ordex 
Suborder 

Family 

A THERINIFORMES 

EXOCOETOIDEI 

HEMIRAMPHIDAE 

48. Hyporhamphus limbatus (Val.) 

1846. Hemiramphus limbalus Valenciennes, Ilist.nal.Poiss., 19 : 44. (Typ--loc : 
Malabar Coas~ Bombay, Pondichcrry). 

1877. Ilemiramphus limbalus: Day, Fishes of India, 516, pl.119, fig.3. 

Common Name: Short-nosed halfbeak. Local Name: Toli, Sumb. 

Systematic Note: Body somewhat compressed with greatly prolonged beak like 
lower jaw. Upper jaw short. Teeth minute and tri~uspid. Dorsal fin with 12 to 16 
soft rays. Origin of pelvic fin midway between frdrit border of eye and base of caudal 
fin. Colour: Greenish with belly silvery. 

Geographic Distribution: Persian gulf, Sri Lanka, Philippines and China. 

Collection: Uran Khadi (Raigad). 

This constitutes a seasonal fishery. 

Family : BELONIDAE 

49. Slrongylura strongylura (Van Hasselt) 

1823. Belone strongylura Van Hasselt, Alg. Konsl.en lellerbode, I : 130. (fype-loc : 
Vizagapatnam ). 

1877. Belone slrongylura : Day, Fishes of India : 512, p1.118. fig. 6. 

Common Name: Roundtail Nccdlefish. Local Name: Tol. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate. Upper and lower jaws greatly elongated and 
studded with sharp teeth. Eyes small. Origin of dorsal above 4th ray of anal fin. 
Dorsal fin with 12-14 soft rays. Colour: Bluish-green above, silvery below with a 
prominent black spot at base of caudal fin. 
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Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection ": Satpati beach and Kila bander (Thane). 

There are usually caught in shore waters with the help of gill nets. 

Suborder 

Family 

A THERINOIDEI 

A THERINIDAE 

50. Alherinomorus lacunosus (Forster) 

1801. AlhuinIJ lacunosa Forster, in Bloch & Schneider, Syst.lchthyol. : 112 (fype-
loe: Moreton Bay, Queensland). 

1876. Alherinaforskal;; Ruppcll: Fishes of India: 345, pl.71 , fig.4. 

Common Name: Broad-banded Silverside. 

Systematic Note: Body subcylindrical and laterally compressed. Teeth on jaws 
lDlall and villiform. Dentary gently sloping upwards and backwards but never 
elevated posteriorly. Two widely scparntcd dorsal fins. Mid-Iateml scale count 39-44. 
Colour: Blue-green and translucent in Iifc. Mid lateral stripe wide. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Ncar Atava viII. (Ratnagiri). 

They are small sized fishes which congregate in large schools. 

Suborder 

Family 

CYPRINODONTOIDEI 

APLOCHEILIDAE 

51. Aplocheilus linealus (Val.) 

1846. Panchax lineatum Valenciennes, Ilist.Nat.Poisson.'t. Paris, 18, p.381. (Type-
loe : Bombay). 

1876. Ilaplochilus linealum : Day, Fishes of India, p.527, pl.CXXI. fig.6. 

Common Name: Striped top "minnow. Local Name: Pikoo. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and compressed postcriorly. Eyes large. 
Mouth terminal. Anal fin rays t 5 or 16. Pclvic fin with its second ray elongate 
reaching to about middle of anal fin. Scales 32-34 in longitudinal scries. Colour: 
Males olive brown, flanks palcr, rows of nlctallic golden green and red spots on 
body. Female darker than males. 

Geographic Distribution: Western and south eastern India. 

Collection: Savitri River, Mahad (Raigad) ; Jaigad, Dapoli (Ratnagiri). 

52. Aplocheilus panchax (Ham.) 

1822. Esox panchax Hamilton, Fish Ganges, pp.211, 380, p1.3, fig. 69. (Type-Ioc : 

ditchc..c; and ponds of Bengal). 

1876. Ilaplochilus panchax : Day, Fishes of India, p.523, pl.CXXI. fig.3. 
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Common Name : Lasser minnow. PahchaX minnow. Local Name: Pikoo. 

Systl!matic Note : Body e10ngaac and compressed posuriorly. Eyes large, 3.3 
times in head length. Mouth tenninal. Anal rm almost square-shaped. Pelvic fm 
small without any elongated ray. 30-34 scales in longitudinal series. Colour : 
Greenish with dull white on flanks and belly: 

A distinct white occipilal spoL Femal~ ralhrz colourless. 

Geographic Distribution : India : mainly north and Pakistan: Lowa' Indus 
plain; Bangladesh; Bunna and the Indo-Malayan Archipelago. 

Collection: Dapoli (Ratnagiri). 

Family : 

CHANNlfORMES 

CHANNJDAE 

53. CluJ."" Dri~"lIllu Bloch & Schn. 

1801. Channa Orienlalis Bloch It Schneider, SySl./chtlayol496 (Type-loe : India 

Orientale) ; Day, 1876, FisMs oJ/ndia. p.368, pI. LXXVrn. 6g.2 
.~ 

1960. OphiocepluJllIS gachua : DeWiu. SIonford Iclalla. BMll. 7 (14)": 81. 

Common N~ : Snake-head. Local Name : Maral. 

Systematic Notl! : Body elongate. Eyes 5 10 6 times in head length. Mouth 
large with lower jaw having 10 to 20 canines behind a single row of villifonn teelh. 
Pectoral fm extend to anal fin. Pelvic fin less than 50% of pectoral fin length. 4-S 
head scale rows between prcopercular angle and posterior border of orbit Predorsal 
scale 12. Colour green with ventral side pale. Pectoral fins with a series of 
alternating blue and orange vertical bands. 

Geographic Distribution : India, Pakistan .. Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh. 
Burma, Afghanistan. Iran. 

Collection : Khopol~ Pen and Mahad (Raigad); Danoli (Ratnagiri). 

ORb' 

Suborder : 

Family 

Subfamily: 

PERCIFORMES 
PERCOIDEI 
SERRANIDAE 

EPINEPHELINAE 

54. Epi"ephel.s diGe",,'hus (Val.) 

1828. Serranu diacanlhus Valenciennes, II;s,.nat.Poiss.~ 2. : 319 (Type-loe : 

Malabar); Day, 1875, Fishes oJ/tUlia: 17, p1.3. fig. 4. 

Common Name : Six ~ed reef cod. Local Name ': Gobra .. Hclau. 

Systematic Note : A medium sized serranid. Prcoperculum finely selT8led 
behind and armed with Z strong spines. Operculum with 3 flat spines.. Dorsal fin 
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with II spines and IS-I 7 soft rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 soft rays. Ctenoid 
scales. Colour brownish with 6 dark brown broad vertical bars. 

G«JBrtlphic Dislribudoll : Widespread in the Indo-PacifIC region. 

Colleclioll : Alava vlllage. S kms. of NW of Ralnagiri. 

They mainly inhabit rocky shores and are commonly caught oCf &he Bombay 
coasL 

Family : TERAPONIDAE 

SSe T,rGJI"ft jarbllG (Forsskal) 

177S. SciMNJjtUblUl Forsskal. Descript. AtUnaalillna : SO (l'ype-Ioc : Djedda. Red 

sea). 

187S. T~'lIpOIIjarblMJ: Day. Fishu of India: 69, pl. 18. fig.4. 

1978. TuaporajarbIMJ: Veri. BMlI.Am.MIU.lIIIlllist., 159: 2SS. fig. 47. 

Common Name : Jarbua Tempon. Local Name: Navera. 

Systemalic Note: Small sized. Body modemtely deep and slightly compressed. 
Gill rakers 12-15 on lower ann of first arch. Dorsal fm notched with 11-12 spines. 
Anal fin with 3 spines and 7-10 soft rays. Colour: Silvery greyish blue and white 
below with 3 or 4 longitudinal stripes along si~e of body. Caudal fin with dark tips 
and 3 horizontal or oblique stripes. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-West J>-clCific region. 

Collection: Panchoo bandar, Basscin (Thane) ; Murud Khadi, Roba (Raigad), 
Mirya bandar, 8 km NW of Ratnagiri (Ralnagiri). 

This fish is found ncar the shore and also moves upsU'eam (in fresh-water) 
where it breeds. 

Family : SILLAGINIDAE 

56. Sillago sihlJlIUJ (Forsskal) 

1775. Atherina sihama ForsskaI. Desc,ipt. Animal : 70. (Type-loe : Lohaja. Red Sea). 

1876. Sillago sihama : Fishes of India. 265, pI. 57, , fig. 3. 

Common Name : Silver Sillago. Local Name: Renvi. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate, snout pointed. Mouth small and tenninal. 2 
dorsal fin. The fIrSt with 22 spines and the second with 1 spiqe and 20-23 soft rays. 
Anal fm with 2 spines. Colour: Back is light brown and belly whitish without dark 
blotches. Dorsal and caudal fins dusky. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-West Pacific. 
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Collection: Jaigad (Rablagiri). 

This species is commonly found in estuaries. It is one of the popular food fish 
of Maharashtra. 

Family : LACf ARIIDAE 

57. Lactarius lactariu.1 (Schn.) 

1801. Scomber lactarius Schneider, Syst.lchlhy. Bloch: 31 (Type-loe: Tranquebar). 

1876. Lactarius delicatulus Valenciennes, Day Fishes of India : 245, pI. 53, fig. 2 

Common Name: False trevally. Local Name: Saundala. 

Systematic Note: Body oblong and strongly compressed. Head large. Mouth 
Jarge_ and oblique. 2 dorsal fins, the first with 7 or 8 spines, tile second with 1 spine 
and 20-22 soft rays. Pectoral fins long and pointed. Colour: Silvery with bluish 
iridescence. A dusky spot on upper part of opcrc~lum. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Jaigad (Ratnagiri). 

This is a very common fish prcfcrring sandy bouom along the coast. It is 
caught by trawl and drift ncts. 

Family : CARANGIDAE 

58. Alepes djedaba (Forsskal) 

1775. Scomber djedaba Forsskal, Descript. Animal : 56 (Type-Ioc : Djedaba, Red 

Sea). 

1876. Caranx djedaba: Day, Fishes ofltu!ia: 218, p1.49, fig. 3 . 
. ' 

Common Name: Djcdaba Crevallc. Local Name: Shitap. 

Systematic Note : Body compressed and oblong. Dorsal and ventral profi Ie 
equally convex. Teeth villiform, in a single series in the jaws. 2 dorsal fins (fir Sl 

with a procumbent spinc and 8 normal spines; second fin with t spine and 23-25 
soft rays). Laternlline strongly arched antcriorly to below 2nd to 4th soft dorsal ray 
Colour : Bluish with silvcry below, with a distinct spot on upper edge or 
operculum. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Rajvada bandar (Ratnagiri). 

It inhabits coastal watcrs and is caught in small quantities. 

59. Alepes para (Cuvicr) 

1833. Caranx para, Jlist.nalPoiss., 9 : 58 (Type-toe: Malabar). 

1876. Caranx kalla : Day, (nee. Cuvicr). Fishes of India: 219, p1.49, fig. 5. 

Common Name: Goggie-eye_Scad. Local Name: Kala Bangada. 
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Systematic Note : Body oblong and moderately compressed. Ventral profile 
much more convex than dorsal profile. Upper jaw extending to below anterior third 
of eye. Two dorsal fins (fIrst dorsal with a procumbent spine and 8 normal spines ; 
second dorsal fin with 1 spine and 23-24 soft rays~. Lateral line moderately arched 
anteriorly to below 4th to 6th soft dorsal rayr'~ith 40-46 scales. Colour: Greenish 
silvery with a distinct black spot on operculuin. 

Geographic Distribution: Centrdl Indo-Pacific region. 

Collection: Vengurla (Ratnagiri). 

60. Decapterus russell;; (Ruppell) 

1828. Caranx russellii Ruppcll, Alias Reise Nordl. Africa, Fische ROlhen Meeres : 99 

(fype-Ioc : Red Sea). 

1876. Caranx kurra: D y (nee Cuvicr), Fishes of India: 214, pI. 48, Fig. 5. 

Common Name: Round-scad. Local Name: Shitap. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate, fusiform, its depth 4.2 to 4.7 times in 
standard length. Upper Jaw reaching to below front margin of eye. Teeth on tongue 
obsolete. First dorsal fin with 8 spines, second dorsal fin with 1 spines. Anal fin 
wilh 2 deUiched spines, followed by 1 spine and 28-30 soft rays. 

Body bluish-green dorsally and silvery on sides. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Jaigad (RaUlagiri). 

It is caught seasonally (Dec-Fcb.). 

61. MegaJaspis cordyJa (Linn.) 

1758. Scomber cordyla Linnacus, Syslema Nalurae, 1 (cd. 10),298. (Type-Ioc : 

America). 

1876. Caranx rOllleri Cuvier, Day, Fishes of India: 213. 

Common Name: Hardtail scad. Local Name: Karkata bangada. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and fusiform, its depth 3.8 to 4.0 times in 
standard length. Teeth feeble in jaws, in upper jaw in a band and in lower jaw in a 
single row. Anal fin with 2 detached spines, followed by 1 spine and 10 soft rays 
and 6 to 8 finlets. Lateral line strongly curved with 53-58 well developed and keeled 
scutes. Colour: Body blusih-grcen above, silvery white below. A prominent black 
spot on posterior edge of operculum. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Kila bandar (Thane) ; Jaigad (Ratnagiri). 

It inhabits coastal waters. It is not a popular fish but acceptable to many after 
it is cured with salt. 
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Family : LUTJANIDAB 

62. LIllianlls Johnl (B loch) 

1792. Anlhias johni Bloth. NallUges auslaNl, FiJChe. ,: 113. ~18 (Type-loe : Sural). 

1875. Lutjamu johnU : Day, Fishu of India: 42, p1.13~ ti&.-1. 

Common Name : John's snapper. Local Name': Chavri lamb. 

Systematic Note: Moderately deep-bodied. A very slight preopercular notch and 
no inter opercular knob. Teeth small in narrow bands in' jaws. Teeth on vomer 
small, in s'taped patch. Dorsal fin with 10 sttong spines and 13-14 soft rays. 
Scaies large. LL line with 48-50 scales. Longitudinal scale rows above lateral line 
parrallel to it and those below latcrcll line horizontal. Colour : Body silvery green 
with distinct dark spot on each scale. 

Geographic Distribution : Indo-West Pacific region. 
" ' 

Collection: Kila bandar, Bassein (Thane), Rajvada Bandar (Ratnagiri). 

It inhabits coastal waters and forms a minor fisher resoUree. 

Family : POMADASYIDAE 

63. Rhonciseus Gnll! (Vat) 

1862. Pristipo11UJ anas Valenciennes. COmpl. Rend" Acad.sci., Paris. 54: 9 (Type-
loc: Madagascar). 

1875. PristipOnta dUSSwnlUi Cuvier: Day. Fishes oflru:lia :'75. pI. 19. fig. 6. 

Common Name: Banded grunter. Local Name: Karkara. 

Systematic Note : Body oblong and compressed, its depth 2.3 to 2.4 times in 
standard lcngth. Mouth oblique with the maxilla 'extcnding to below front bOrder of 
pupil or slightly beyond. Dorsal fin with 12 spines and 14-16 soft rays. Lateral line 
scales 50-60. Six longitudinal golden or dark ba~ds along flanks. 

Geographic Distrlbution : Indian Ocean. 

Collection: Seashore near Bhatya village (Ralnagiri). 

It fonns a minor fishery. 

Family: SPARIDAE 

64.. Acanthopagrus berda (Forsskal) 

1775. SpQTUS bertJa Forsskal, Descript. Animal: 32 (fype-loe : Arabia). 

1875. Clvysophrys berda : Day. Fishes of India. 140. pI. 34, fig. 2. 

Common Name: Picnic seabrcam. Local Name: Kharva. 
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SystemtJt;c Note : Body deep and compressed, its depah less than 2.4 times in 
standard length. H~ large. 4-6 canine teeth in front of eiaher jaw. Dorsal fin with 
11 spines and 11-12 soft rays. Scales large. Six rows of scales on preoperculum. 
Colour: Dusky grey above, silvery white below. 

Geogrtlphic Distribulion : Tropical Indo-Pacific. 

Collection: Rajvada Bandar (Ratnagiri). 

These are bouom dwelling fish found in coastal waters. It forms' a minor 
fishery. 

Family : SCIAENIDAE 

65. Dendrophysa Tusselli (Cuvier) 

1830. Umbrina russe"" Cuvier, Ilisi. fUJI. Poiss .• 5 : 178 (fype-loc : Vizagapatnam) ; 

Day, 1876, Fishes of llidia : 183, pl. 43, fig. 4. 

1923. Umbrillll indica Chaudhuri, Mem.lndian Mus., 5 : 725. 

Common Name: Goatcc-croaker. Local Name: Dhoma. 

Systematic Note: A small species with snout rounded and projecting slightly 
beyond tip of upper jaw. Mouth inferior. A single barbel on the chin. Dorsal fin 
with 10 spines followed by a deep nOlCh. 2nd part of fin with 1 spine and 25-28 soft 
rays. Anal fin with 2 spines and 1 soft rays. Caudal fin rhomboid. Colour: Back is 
grey with belly being white. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Sri Lanka. 

Collection: Talaja Khadi, Panvel, Karjat (Raiga~). 

It is found in coastal waters. It is a poor man's fish and usually eaten after 
being sun dried and cured. 

66. Johnius belangerii (Cuvier) 

1830. Corvina belengerii Cuvier, Hisl. naI.Poiss., S·: 120 (fype-loc : Pondicherry). 

1876. Scioena belengeri: Day, Fishes oflndia : 191, pl.44, fig. S. 

Common Name : Belanger's croaker. Local Name: Dhoma. 

Systemalic Note: A medium sized fish with a steeply rounded snouL Mouth is 
small, inferior. There are no barbels on chin. Gill mkers short, 8 or 9 on lower arm 
of the first arch. Dorsal fin with 9 spines, followed by a deep notch. 2nd part of fin 
with 1 spine and 27-31 soft rays. Caudal fin shomboid. Colour: Back is darkly 
pigmented. 

Geographic Dislribution : Arabian sea. 

Collection: Panchoo bandar, Bassein (Than~), Mirkarwada (Rablagiri). 
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It is also found in the coast. walCrs and is common in catches. 

67. Johniu! elongatus Mohan 

1976. lohnius elongatus Mohan, Matsya, (1) : 19, fig. 1. (Type-loe : Veraval. 

Gujarat). 

Common Name: Mohan's croaker. 

Systematic Note : Small and slender species with a swollen snout projecting 
beyond the ventral mouth. 5 pores on the chin, surrounded by thickened skin, 
produced into 2 short and irregular tags. Gill rakers short, 6-7 on lower arm of fust 
arch. Dorsal fin with 10 or 11 spines .. Caudal fin rhomboid. Colour: Greyish back, 
flank and belly silvery. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian West coast. 

Collection: Panchoo bandar, Bassein (fhane). 
It inhabits coastal waters and is common fishery item. 

68. Kathela ~xi •• aris (Cuvier) 

1830. Corvina axillaris Cuvicr, IJisl.nat.Poiss., 5 : 113 (Type-loe : Malabar). 

1876. Sciaena axillaris : Day, fishes of India: 188, pI. 43, fig. 6. 

Common Name: Kathala Croaker. Local Name: Dhoma. 

Systematic Note : Medium sizcd with a fairly deep body. Snout rounded, 
mouth terminal and oblique. Upper jaw extends to hind edge of pupil. Gill rakers 
lancel'late, 19-24 on lower arm of first arch. Dorsal fin with 9-10 spines. Caudal 
fin truncate. Colour: Greyish on back, flanks yellow silvery. A black spot on the 
pectoral fin avila 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coasts. 

Collection : Panchoo bandar, Bassein (Thane), Atava village, 8km NW of 
Ratnagiri. 

It is found in the shallow coastal waters. 

69. Nibea maculata (Scho.) 

1801. lohnius macula/us Schncidcr. Syst.lchlh. Bloch, 75. (Type-Ioc : Tranquebar). 

1876. Sciaena macwa/a: Day, Fishes of India: 190. 

Common Name: Blotched-Croaker. 

Syslemalic NOle : A medium sized species with snout projecting beyond the 
upper jaw. Mouth is inferior. Gill rakers 4-9 on lower arm of first arch. Dorsal fin 
with 10 spines. Anal fin with 2 spines and 7 soft rays. Colour: 5 dark blotches on 
sides. Sixth dark blotch on LOp of caudal peduncle. The blotches may be broken or 
entirc. 
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G~ograplUc Dislribution : Indian coast. 

Coll~Clioll : Satpati River, Palghar (Thane), Mirkarwada, 25 km NW of 
lalnagiri (Ratnagiri). 

This is a coastal inhabitant. 

10. Otolithoides billuritus (Cantor) 

1850. Ololilluu bialUilus Cantor, J A sial. Soc. Beng., 18 (2) : 1039. (Type-loe : 

Penang. Malay Peninsula ). 

1876. Sciaenoides bialU'ilUS, Day, Fi..fhes of India, 194, p1.47. fig. 1. 

Common Name: Bronze-Croaker. Local Name: Koth. 

Systematic Note : A large spccies with an acute snout. Mouth large and 
IInninai, the upper jaw extending well beyond eye. Gill rakers 11 or 12 on lower 
ann of first arch. Dorsal fin with 8 or 9 spines. Anal fin with 2 spines and 7 or 8 
lOR rays. Caudal fin lanceolate. Colour: Hcad and back grey and flanks silvery. 

GeograplUc DistribUlion : India, Bunna, Malay Peninsula. 

Collection: Panchoo bandar~ Bassein (Thane). 

This is a large sized fish and forms an important fishery in this region. 

11. Ololilhes cuvieri Trewavas 

1876. Otolilhus ruber Day (nee. Schneider) (Part), Fishes of India : 196. 

1974. OlolilMs cuvieri Trewavas, FAD. Species identifICation sheets, 3 : SCIAEN 

010] 1 (Type-loe: Malabar; Karachi). 

Common Name: Lesser tiger-toothed croaker. Local Name: Dhoma. 

Systematic Note: A slender fish with depth 3.2 to 4.5 times in standard 
length. Mouth large and tenninal with lower jaw projecting. Gill rakers 12 to 14 on 
lower arm of first arch. Dorsal fin with 10 spines. Caudal fin rhomboid but with tip 
poinlCd. Colour: Brownish grey above, silvery on flanks. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Collection: Kila and Panchoo bandar (Thane), Jaigad (Ramagiri). 

This is a coastal and inshore inhabitant which is relished by the local people. 

72. Ololilhes ruber (Sch.n.) 

1801. JOJuaiIlS ruber Schneider, Syst. Ichth. Bloch : 75, pI. 17. (Type-Joe : 

Tranqucbar). 

1876. Ololilluu argenleus Kuhl & Van Hasselt : Day, Fishes of India: 197, pI. 45, 

fig. 3. 
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Common Name: Tiger-toothed Croaker. Local Name: Dhoma. 

Systematic Note: A slender fish with depth 4 to 5 times in standard length. 
Mouth ·is large and terminal with lower jaw slightly projecting. Gill rakers 8 to 11 
on lower ann of first arch. Dorsal fin with 9 or 10 spines. Colour: Silvery. 

Geographical Distribution: Throughout the Indian Ocean, East coast of Africa 
and the Indo-Austrdlian Archipelago. 

Collection: Kila and Paochoo bandar (Thane) ; Varsoli bandar 4 km. N. of 
Alibag (Raigad). 

This is the most abundantly found coastal sciaenid fish. 

73. Paranibea semiluctuosa (Cuvier) 

1830. Corvina semiluctuosa Cuvicr, Ilist. nat. Poiss. 5 : 106. (Type-Ioc : Goa. 

Malabar, Pondichcrry). 

1876. Sciaena semilucluosa, Day, Fishes of India, 191. 

Common Name: Half-mourning Croaker. Local Name: Dhoma. 

Systematic Note: A fairly small fish. The dorsal profile much more arched 
than the ventral profile. Snout slighlly projecting before the upper jaw. Gill rakers 5 
to 8 00 lower arm of first arch. Dorsal fin with 10 or 11 spines. Caudal fin 
rhomboid. Colour: Dark with series of narrow stripes along the body. Pelvic and 
anal fin dark. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian Ocean. 

Collection : Mirkarwada (Ratnagiri). 

This is a fiarly com mon coastal fish. 

Family: SCATOPHAGIDAE 

74. Scatophagus argus (Linn.) 

1766. Chaelodon argus Linnacus, Systema Naturae, ed. 12, 1 : 464. (Type-loe. : 

India). 

1875. Scatophagus argus, Day, Fishes of India: 114, pI. 29, fig. j.' 

Common Name: Spollcd butterfly. Local Name: Wada. 

Systematic Note: Squarish body with triangular head projecting anteriorly. 
Mouth small, not proliusible. Dorsal fin notched with 11 strong spines. Numerous 
black blotches over the entire body ~xcept belly. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Sri Lanka, China Queensland. 

Colleclion : Polynard village, Alibag (Raigad). 

This is a popular aquarium fish found amongst rocks and reefs of our coastal 
waters. It does not form a fishery as such. 
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Family : CICHLIDAE 

75. Tilapia mossambica (Peters) 

1852. Chromis mossambicus. Peters. MOnalsb. AIuul. Wiss .• Berlin. p.681. (Type-Ioc 

: Zambcsi river, S. Africa). 

Local Name : Tilapia. 

Systematic Note : Body short with head compressed with concave upper 
profile. Abdomen rounded. Mouth terminal and large. Snout rounded. Lips thin. 
Scales cycloid. Anal fin with 3 or 4 spines. LalCrdl line incomplete. 

Geographical Distribution : Wide spread in India and Pakistan; East Africa to 
Natal. 

Collection: Talaja Khadi, Panvel (Raigad). 

Remarks: It is an exotic species. 

Family : ANAB~TIDAE 

76. Anabas testudineus (Bloch) 

1795. Anlhias testudineus Bloch. Naturg. Ausland. Fische. 6, pI. 121, pI. 322. 

(Type-Ioc : Japan "East Indies"). 

1878. Anabas scandens : Day. Fishes of India, p.370. pI. LXXVIII, fig. 3. 

Common Name: Climbing Perch. 

Systematic Note : Body oblong and compressed. Abdomen rounded. Snout 
blunt. Mouth small and terminal. Eyes large, not vis.;ble fin below. Single dorsal 
fin, inserted above the pectoral fin base with 17 or 18 spines and 8 Or 10 rays. 
Pectoral fin long with 13-15 rays. 

Systemalic Distribution : Fresh and brackish waters of Asia and Africa. 

Collection: Talaja Khadi, Panvel (Raigad). 

Suborder 

Family 

MUGILOIDEI 

MUGILIDAE 

77. Lim macrolepis (Smith) 

1849. MugU macrolepis Smith. IIlust. Zool. S. Africa, 4 : pl. 28, fig. 2. (Type-Ioc : 

S. Africa ). 

1876. Mugu poecUus: Day. Fishes of India: 351, pI. 75, fig. 4. 

Common Name: Borneo-mullet. Local Name: Boi. 

Systematic NOle : Body robust, head wide, its length 26--38 % of standard 
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length. 2 widely separated dorsal fins, the first with 4 spines and second fin with 1 
spine and 8 soft rays. Pelvic fin reaches behind base of fourth spine of first dorsal 
fin. 13 transverse rows of scales. Colour: Dark green above and silvery on sides. 

Geographic Distribution: Torpical Indo-west pacific. 

Collection: Talaja Khadi and Kasarbhat, Panvel &aigad). 

This is present in freshwater as well as brac~ish waters and forms an important 
fishery. 

78. Lim lade (Forskal) 

1775. Mugil crenilabris ,ade Forskal, Descripl. Aninuzl : 74. (fypc-Ioc : Arabia). 

1876. Mugil planiceps valenciennes: Day, Fishes of India: 350. 

Common Name: Tade grey mullet. Local Name: Boi. 

Systematic Note : Body is slender and elongate. Head depressed, length 19-25% 
of standard length. Second dorsal fin orgin on vertical more than half along anal-fin 
base. 11 transverse rows of scales. Colour: Pale olive with silvery on sides. 

Geographic Distribution: Red Sea, Indian coast to China. 

Collection: Murud Khadi, Roha; Drcvali, Pen (Raigad). 

This is not very common in these waters. 

79. Liza vaigiensis (Quay & Gaimard) 

1824. Mugil Vaigiensis Quoy and Gaimard, Voy. 'Uranie' et physic. Zool. : 337, pI. 

59, fig. 2. (Type-Ioc : Waigiu). 

1876. Mugu waigieneis : Day, Fishes o/India : 359, pI. 73, fig. 4. 

Common Name: Diamond-scale grey mulleL Local Name: Boi. 

Systematic Note: Body robust. Head broad and flattened. Length 24-27% of 
standard length. Anal fin with 3 spines and 8 rays. 24-27 lateral line scales. Colour 
: Olive brown with sides being silvery. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-West Pacific. 

Collection: Bhatya hill (Ratnagiri). 

This fish is common in c~tchcs. 

80. Valamugil speigleri (Blccker) 

1858. MugU speigleri Blecker, Nal. 'fijdschr. Ned-Indie, 16: 279. "(Type-loe : Java) ; 

Day, 1876, Fis~ of India: 348, pI. 74, fig. 1. 

Common Name: Spciglcr's .grey-mullet. Local Name: Boir. 
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Systematic Note : Body robust, head flattened above, its length 
23-24% of standard length. 2 widely separated dorsal fins ; the first fin with 4 
spines and second fin with 1 spine and 8 soft rays. Anal fin with 3 spines and 9 soft 
rays. Lateral line scales 37-40. Colour: Dark green with belly silvery. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coast upto west central pacific. 

Collection: Satpati beach, 9 km. W. of Palghar (Thane) ; Polynard village, 
Alibag (Raigad). 

This is a common fish. 

Suborder 

Family 

POL YNEMOIDEI 

POL YNEMIDAE 

81. Polydactylus heptadactylus (Cuvier) 

1829. Polynemus hepladaclylus Cuvier, lUst. nat. Poiss., 3 : 390. (Type-Ioc : 

Batavia) ; Day, 1876, Fishes of India: 177, pI. 42, fig. 5. 

Common Name: Seven finger-threadflfl. Local Name: Shendya-rawas. 

Systematic Note : Body oblong. Mouth large. Eyes large. 2 widely separated 
dorsal fins. Pcctordl fin with 7 free filamentous rays. Caudal fin forked. Colour: 
Body golden with a very distinct shoulder spot. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coast. 

Collection: Panchoo Bandar, Basscin (Thane), Urnnkhadi (Raigad). 

This is a coastal species and is present in large numbers in the catches. 

Suborder 

Family 

SCOMBROIDEI 

TRICHIURIDAE 

82. Lepluracalllhus savala (Cuvier) 

1829. Trichiurus savala Cuvi~r, Rengne Animal, 2, cd. 2 : 219 (fypc-Ioc : "Merdcs 

Indics"-Bombay and Malabar); Day, 1876, Fishes of India: 201, pI. 47, 

fig. 4 ; James, 1967, Mem.Mar.BioIAss.lndia, (1) : 24, fig. 3D. 

Common Name: Small-headed ribbon fish. Local Name: Wagti. 

Systematic Note : Body very long and strongly compressed, ribbon-like. 
Mouth large with fang-like teeth. Dorsal fin with 110--117 rays. Pectoral fin with 1 
unserraled spine and 10 soft roYSe Pelvic and caudal fins absent. Colour: Steel blue. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Thialand, China, Japan. 

Collection: Satpati beach, Palghar (Thane); Uran Khadi (Raigad). These fishes 
breed in June when they migrate into off-shore waters. They are caught in 'Dol' 
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nets, trawl nets 'rampans' and usually sundricd and salted. They constitute the poor 
man's food and are not much in demand in the coastal areas. 

83. Trichiurus lepturus Linn. 

1158. rrichilU'us leptlU'us Linnaeus (Partim) (ex.Artedi), Syslema NallU'tle, ed. 10 : 
246. (Type-Ioc : South Carolina). 

1876. rrichiurus haumela (Foresskal) : Day, Fishi!s of India: 201. 

Common JVame : Large-head ribbon fish. Local Name: Bala. 

Systematic Note : Body very elongate and ribbon like. Head length 2.5 to 3.1 
times in shout-vent distance, 6.7-7.6 times in total length. Dorsal fin with 3 spines 
and 131 to 136 soft rays. Pelvic and caudal fins absent. Colour: Stccl blue. 

Geographic Distribution: Cosmopolitan. 

Collection: Unm Khadi (Raigad): Rajwade Bandar (Ratnagiri). 

This species is quite common along the coast It also enters estuaries. It is one 
of the most important species from fishery point of view. 

Family : SCOMBRIDAE 

84. Scomberomours guttatus (Bloch & Schn.) 

1801. Scomber gUllal14s Bloch & Schneider, Syst. Ichth : 23, p1.5. (Type-loe : 

TJ'aI'klucbar). 

1876. Cybiwn gUltatum : Day, Fishes of India: 255, pI. 55, fig. 1 ; pI. 56, fig. 4. 

Common Name: Indo-pacific Spanish mackerel. Local Name: Surmai. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and strongly compressed. Lower arm of 
preoperculum projecting backwards. 2 dorsal fins. First dorsal fin with 15-17 
spines. Lateral line without a prominent dip under the second dorsal fin. Colour : 
Iridescent blue with silvery sides. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-west Pacific. 

Collection: Talaja Khadi, Panvel (Raigad). 

This is a highly prized fish, very much in demand. Usually, they are found ofT­
shore in the pelagic region, but during Nov-Jan they move in-shore along Ratnagiri 
coast where they are caught by surface gill-nets. They are cured and sent inland. 

Suborder 

Family 

STROMA TEOIDEI 

STOMA TEIDAE 

85. Pampus argenleus (Euphrasen) 

1788. Stromateus argenteus Euphrascn, Kongl. Vel~nsk. Acad./landI. Stockholm, ,: 

49. (Type-loe : "Castellwn Chinese Bocca Tigris dictum''). 

1876. Slromaleus cinerelLf Bloch : Day, FL"hes of India: 247. p1.53. fig. 3. 
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Common Name : Silver PomfreL Local Name: Saranga, Paplct. 

Systematic Note: Body very deep and compressed. Single dorsal fin. Pelvic fin 
absenL Caudal fin deeply forked. Dorsal and anal fins falcate preceded by 5 to 10 flat 
blade-like spines. Colour: Grey with silvery belly. Small dots allover the body. 

Geographic Distribution: Persian Gulf to Japan. 

Collection: Kila Bandar, Bassein, Panchoo Bandar, Satpati Bay (Thane dist) ; 
Uran Khadi (Raigad). 

It inhabits water over muddy bottom. It is one of the best table fish and is thus 
highly priZed. It is caught in 'Dol' nets. 

86. Pampus chinensis (Euphrasen) 

1788. Slrol'Mleus chinensis Euphrasen. Kengl. Vetensk. Acad.llandl. Slockholm 9: 53, 

fig. 9. (fype-loc : "Castellum Chinese Bocca Tigris dictum''). 

1876. Slrol'Mleus sinensis Euphrascn : Day, Fishes of India; 246, pI. 5tC, fig. 6. 

Common Name : Chinese or grey pomfret. Local Name : Khalwad, Kafri 
saranga. 

Systematic Note : Body very deep and compressed. Single dorsal fin. Dorsal 
and anal fins not falcate. No spines before the median fins. Caudal fin emarginate. 
Colour: Greyish brown. 

Geographic Distribution : India, Pakistan to China. 

Collection: Mirkarwada (RaUlagiri). 

This fish is quitc abundant in the these waters. 

Suborder 

Family 

GOB IOIDEI 

GOBIIDAE 

87. Glossogobius giuris (Ham.) 

1822. Gobius giuris Hamilton, Fishes of Ganges: 51, 366. (fype-Ioc : Ponds and 

freshwatCf rivers of Gangetic Provinces). 

1876. Gobius giuris : Day, Fishes of India : 294 , pI. LXVII, fig. 1. 

Common Name: Bar-eyed Goby. Local Name: Kharpa. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate. Head depressed, pointed and scaled above 
behind the eycs. Eyes large, superior not visible fin below. Tongue bilobate. 
Pectoral fins without free silk-like rays. Pelvic fins united. Caudal fin oblong to 
rounded. 28-36 scales along the lateral series. 

Geographic Distribution: Throughout India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri 

Lanka and Bunna. 
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Collection: Kila bandar, Basscin (Thane). 

88. Bathygobius /usca (Ruppell) 

1828. Gobius fuscus Ruppell, Atlas Reisse.N. Afr. Fische: 137. 

1876. Gobius albo-punclalUS : Day, Fishes of India, p. 294, pI. LXID, fig. 7. 

Systematic Note: Body elongate, anterior is subcylindrical while posterior part 
is compressed. Head depressed. Mouth slightly·oblique. Tongue bilobate. Predorsal 
scales about 19. Lateral line scales 35-40. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical sea and estuaries. 

Collection: Mirya bandar, 8 km. NW of Ratnagiri (Ratnagiri). 

89. Periophthalmus koelreuteri (Pallas) 

1828. Gohius /welreUleri Pallas, Spic. 8 p. 8. 

1876. Perioplhaimus /welreuleri : Day, Fishes of India, p. 303, pI. LXIV, fig. 8. 

Common Name: Mud skipper. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate, slightly compressed. Head short and 
compressed with scales behind eyes, cheek and opcrcle. Eyes close together. Lips 
thick. First dorsal fin higher than body, convex, with 10-17 rays. Pcctorcll fins with 
a muscular basco Prcdorsal scales 32-34. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical seas of Africa, Red Sea, Pacific. 

Collection: Dcogad (Sindhudurg). 

90. Boleoptl,almus boddarti (Pallas) 

1828. Gobius boddarli Pallas, Spicil. 8, p. 11, pI. 2, fig. 4,5. 

1876. Boleophlhalmus hodarti: Day, Fishes of India, p. 307, pI. LXV, fig. 2. 

Common Name: Mud skipper. Local Name: Nivti. 

Systematic Note : Body very elongate and compressed. Hcad covered with a 
skin, scaled. Eyes very prominent, situated on top of head and close together. 
Tongu~ truncate. 2 dorsal fins separated by an interspace. Pectoral fins with 
muscular basco Pelvic fins united and oblong. Body with oblique bands. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coast, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Burma, Thailand, 
East Indies. 

Collection: Kila and Panchoo bandar, Basscin (Thane). 

91. Boleophtllalmus dussumieri Val. 

1876. Boleophthalmu.'t dussumieri Val, II. N. Poiss. 12, p.207, pI. 354 ; Day, Fishes 

of India, p. 305, pI. LXIV, fig. 9. 

Common Name: Mud skipper. Local Nalne : Nivti. 
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Systematic Not~ : Body without obiique bands. 

Gtographic DistribUlwn : tndian coast, Pakistab, lraq. 

Collection: kila and Panchoo bandar (Thane) ; Polyliard vilt Alibag (Raigad). 

Family : OOBIOIDIDAE 

92. Odoiitamblyoplls rubicund"! (Hain.) 

18~. dobloidu ,..J;iclUltilU Hantillbh. FIshes o/INJia : 37, j6S. pI. S. fig. 9. 

OdonltJmblyopus rubicMndIlS Koumans, Meth.Jhdian MILt., 13: 304 (Goa). 

Systematic Hote : The body is very clohgatc; eel-like and compressed. Head 
long and compressed. Mouth obHque. A tow of j iltdistinct barbels on lowet side of 
head on either side. 2 dorsal fins. Pelvic fin united. oblc;ng. Caudal fin pointed and 
long. 

Geographic Distribution: India to Japan. 

Collection: Varsoli bandat; 4 kin. N. of Alibag (Raigad). 

93. Trypauchen vagina (Bloch & 5chn.) 

1801. GobillS vaginll Bloch, Syst. Ichlh., : 75. 

1876. Trypauchen vagina: Day, Fishes of India : 320, pI. LXVm, fig. 2. 

Common Name: Burrowing Goby. 

Systematic Note: Body very elongate and compressed. Head com.pressed, 
without scales, with a median crest on occiput. Eyes very small, covered by skin. 2 
continous dorsal fins. Anal and dorsal fins connected with caudal fin~ 80-115 scales 
along lateral series. 

Geographic Distribution: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, China. 

Collection: Uran Khadi ; Alibag creck (Raigad). 

94. Ctenotrypauchen microcephalus (Bleeker) 

1860. Trypau.chen microcephalllS Blecker, ·Act. Soc. Indo-Neeri. 8: 62. 

1941. Ctenotrypauchen microcephalus, Koumans, Mem. Indian Mus., 13 : 307 (Goa). 

Systematic Note: Body very elongate and compressed. Abdomen rounded eyes 
small. 2 continuous dorsal fins. Pelvic fins united. 

Geographical Distribution: Indian Coast 

Collection; Uran Khadi (Raigad). 
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Order PLEURONECTIFORMES 

Suborder 

Family 

PLEURONECTOIDEI 

BOTIIIDAE 

95. Pseudorhombus arsius (Ham-Buch.) 

1822. Pleuronectes arisius Hamilton-Buchanan. fishes of Ganges: 128. (fype-Loc : 

Ganges estuary, below Calcutta). 

1877. Pseudorhombus arsius: Day, Fishes of India: 423, pl. 91, fig. 5. 

Common Name: Large-toothed flounder. Local Name: Lep. 

Systematic Note : Body oval and nat. Both eyes on left side separated by a 
narrow bony ridge. Teeth strong. 6-13 teeth on blind side of lower jaw. Lateral line 
curved above pectoral fin, forming 2 branches on head. Colour: Brownish on ocular 
side with spots and blotches but a distinctive large blotch on anterior end of straight 
part of laternlline and a smaller blotch half-way to caudal fin base. 

Geographic DistribUlion : Indo-west Pacific. 

Collection: Jaigad bandar (Ratnagiri). 

Suborder 

Family 

SOLEODEI 

SOLEIDAE 

96. Zebrias sYllapturo;des (Jenkins) 

1910. Synaplura synapluroidesl Jenkins, Mem. Indian Mus., 3 : 28, pI. 3, fig. 4. 

(fypc-loc : Off Ganjam Coast, Orissa). 

1928 Zebrias synapturoides : Norman, Rec. Indian Mus. , 30 : 83, pI. 5. 

Common Name: Zebra Sole. 

Systematic Note : Body elongate and flat. Eyes on right side, nearly 
contiguous-mouth curved. Posterior rays of dorsal and anal fins joined only to 
basal half of caudal fin. Scales ctenoid, 61 to 71 in longitudinal series. Colour : 
Brownish with 13 dark cross bands. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coast. 

Collection: Jaigad Bandar(Ratnagiri). 

97. Synaptura commersoll;ana (Lacepede) 

lH02. PleuroneclcS commersonianus Lacepedel llist. nat. Poiss., 3, pI. 12, fig. 2. 
(fypc-loc : Mauritius). 

lH77 Synaplura cOlnmersoniana : Day, Fishes of India: 428, pI. 94, fig. 1. 

Conunon Name: Commerson's Solc. 
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Systematic NOle : Body elongate, broad anteriorly and tapering posteriorly. 
Eyes separated by a scaly interspace. Dorsal and anal fins confluent with caudal fin. 
Body without spots. No tentacle between the nostrils. 

Geographic Distribution: Indo-west Pacific. 

Collection : Alibag (Raigad). 

98. Synaptura albomaculata Kaup 

1858. SYMpllU'a albomIJCwaJa Kaup, Archiv. NaJurgesch., 24(1) : 96. (fype-loc : 

Coromandal coast) ; Day, 1877, Fishes of India: 429, pI. 93, fig. S. 

Local Name: Lep. 

Systemalic Note: Body elongate. Mouth small. A small tentacle between the 
nostrils. Scales on head and body similar in size. 2-3 rows of spots on ocular side of 
body. 

Geographic Distribution: East coast of India and Bunna. 

Collection: Jaigad Bandar (RaUlagiri). 

Family : CYNOGLOSSIDAE 

99. CYlloglossus arel (Schn.) 

1801. Pleuronectes arel Schneider, Syst. [chlh. Bloch: 159. (fypc-Ioc : Tranquebar). 

1877. Cynoglossus macrolepidolus (Blecker): Day, Fishes of India: 434, pI. 

96 fig. 3. 

Common Name: Tongue sole. Local Name: Lep. 

Systematic Note : Tongue shaped. Flat fish with eyes on left side of head. 2 
nostrils on ocular side. Snout obtusely pointed. 2 lateral lines on ocular side. 7-9 
row of scales between them. Colour: Brownish. 

Geographic Distribution: Persian Gulf, Indian Occan to Philippines. 

C olleclion : Kila Bandar, Bassein (Thane). 

100. Cynogiossus macrostomus Norman 

1877. Cynogiossus hamilton; (nee. Gunther), Fi. .. hes of India: 436, pI. 95, fig. 3. 

1928. Cynogiossus macrostomus : Nonnan, Rec. Indian Iflus., 30(2) : 204, fig. 20. 

(fypc-loc : Hooghly estuary, ncar Calcutta). 

Common Name: Malabar tongue sole. Local Name: Rhepti, Shivra. 

Systematic Note: Cleft of mouth extending far back to posterior margin of 
fixed eye. 2 lateral lines with 14 to 16 row of scales between them. 
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Geographic Distribution: Indian coast. 

Colleciion : Sea coast near Mirkarwada, 2.5 km. NW of Ratnagiri (Ratnagiri). 

101. Cynoglossus puneticeps (Rich.) 

1846. Piagusia punciceps Richardson. Repl. Br. Assoc. Adv. Sci. : 280. (Type-Ioc : 

China). 

1877. CynogiosslU punciceps : Day, Fishes of India: 431. pI. 97. fig. 1. 

Common Name: Speckled longue Sole. Local Name: Lep. 

Systematic Note: 2 lalenll lines on ocular side with 15 to 19 row of scales 
between them. Colour : Yellowish btown with vety distinct irregular dark brown 
blotches. 

Geographic Distribution: Seas of India. 

Collection: Satpati beach, Palghar (Thane). 

102. Cynoglossus bilinealus (Lacepede) 

1802. Achirus bilineatus Lacepcde, Ilisi. nal. Poiss., 4 : 659, 663. (Type-Ioc : China; 

East Indies). 

1877. Cynoglossus quadrilinealus (Blecker) : Day (partim), Fishes of India: 435. 

Common Name: Tongue Sole. Local Name: Lep. 

Systematic Note: 2 lateral line on ocular side with 13 to 16 row of scales 
between them. 2 lateral lines on blind side too. Colour: Brownish with irregular 
dark blotch on operculum. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coasts, Pakistan, Malay and Queensland. 

Collection : J aigad (Ratnagiri). 

103. Paraplagusia bilineala (Bloch) 

1784. Pleuronecles bilineala Bloch, Nalurges Ausland. Fifche, j : 29, pI. 188. (Type­

loc: Chinese waters). 

1877. Plagusia marmorala Blecker: Day, Fi.fheS of India : 431, pI. 95, fig. 1. 

Common Name: Double-lined Longue sole. Local Name: Lep. 

Systematic Note: Body flat and elongate. Eyes on left side of head with a scaly 
space between them. Pectoral fin absent. 16 to 19 scales between the 2 latcrallines. 
Rostral hook long and reaches beyond lower eye. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical Indo-west Pacific. 
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Collection: Panchoo Bandar, Bassein (Thane). 

104. Paraplagusia blochii (Blceker) 

1851. Plagusia blochii Blecker, Nat. Tijdschr. Ned-Indie, 1 : 411. (Type-Ioc : Malay 

Archipelago ). 

1877. Plagusia billineata: Day (nee. Bloch), Fishes of India : 431. 

Common Name: Tongue Sole. Local Name: Lep. 

Systematic Note: 2 laterallincs with 13 to 15 scales bet\\'een them. Rostral 
hook short, not reaching beyond lower eye. 

Geographic Distribution: Indian coast, Pakistan, upto Australia. 

Collection: Panchoo Bandar, Bassein (Thane). 

Onlcr 

Family 

MASTACEMBELIFORMES 

MASTACEMBELIDAE 

105. Mastacembelus guentheri Day 

1865. Maslacembelus quemheri Day, Proc. 7.AJol. Soc., London, p. 37. (Type-Ioc : 

Malabar). 

Common Name: Spiny eel. Local Name: Yam. 

Systematic Note : Body eel-like, elongated and compressed. Snout, long 
without any striatcd bony plates on the under surface. Eycs small and superior. 
Preopercle with spine at its angle. Dorsal fin with 27-30 spines and 58-74 rays. 
Scales prescnt. 

Geographic Distribution: Fresh and brackish watcrs of India, Pakistan, West 
Africa, Syria, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Burma. 

Collection: Dahisar River (Thane). 

Order 

Suborder 

Family 

TETRAODONTIFORtvlES 

TETRAODONTOIDEI 

TETRAODONTIDAE 

106. Tetraodon oblongus Bloch 

1876. Telraodon oblongus Bloch, Ausl. Fische., 2, p.6 t fig. 1 ; Day, Fisht" 11' India, 

702, pI. CLXXXII, fig. 3. 

Common Name: Ocellatcd Blow fish. 

Systematic Note: Body short with a broad back. Abdomen rounded. Head oval. 



46 REC. ZOOL. SURV. INDIA, ace. PAPER ·NO. 145 

Snout is blunt. Jaws equal, both with a median suture. Dorsal fin inserted above, 
slightly ahead of anal with 10-16 rays. Pelvic fin absent. Body covered with fine 
dermal spines. 

Geographic Distribution: Tropical and subtropical seas. 

Collection: Bhatya viII. (RaUlagiri). 
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