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REPORT ON THE OCCURRENCE OF THE LI'ITLE INDIAN FIELD MOUSE, MUS 
BOODUGA BOODUGA (ORA Y) IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH, INDIA 

While examining a small collection of 
rodents from Arunachal Pradesh, present in 
the Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta, a 
small grey-bellied mouse with bi-coloured tail 
was found. On closer examination it turned 
out to be an example of the Little Indian Field 
Mouse, M'U8 booduga booduga (Gray). 

According to authoritative literature (Blyth, 
1863 ; Sclater, 1891: Blanford, 1891; Hinton 
and Lindsay, 1926 ; Roonwal, 1950: Ellerman 
and Morrison-Scott, 1951; Ellerman, 1963; 
Biswas and Tiwari, 1969), MU8 booduga 
bootluga (Gray), occurs 'throughout India except 
in such northeastern hill states as Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mi:oram. 
Although KurUp (1968) mentioned its occur­
rence -in Mishmi Hills, Arunachal Pradesh, I 
have not been able to trace any such record 
from the extant literature, nor could find any 
such specimen. It would appear, therefore, 
that Kurup (1968) had mentioned it errone­
ously, not based on any definite record. Hence 
the present marerial of this species from 
Tarajuli, Subansiri District, Arunachal Pra­
desh, would constitute its first authentic 
record from this area. 

The details of the specimen are given 
. below. The external measurements were taken 

in the field by the collector which have been 
noted in millimetres. 

Material: 1 is ; Zoological Survey of India 
Registration Number 20576; in alcohol; 25 
January 1978 ; S. S. Saha collector. 

Measurements; External: Head and body 
58.0 ; tail 50.0; hindfoot 15.0 ; ear 10.5. 

Cranial: Occipitonasal17.5 ; condylobasal 
16.9 ; nasal 6.1; palate 8.7 ; bulla 3.4; molar 
tooth row 3.1; anterior palatal foramina 4.1 ; 
diastema 4.6. 
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