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NEW RECORD OF THE SHORT-TAILED BANDICOOT RAT, NESOKIA INDIOA 
INDIOA GRAY (RODENTIA: MURIDAE) FROM BIHAR 

The short-tailed Bandicoot Rat, N esolcia 
indica indica Gray is distributed in India from 
Kumaun (U. P.), west into the arid region of 
the Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Rajasthan etc. 
(Ellerman and Morrison-Scott, 1951 ; Ellerman, 
1961 and Biswas and Tiwari, 1966). It is 
recently recorded from Nepal (Tamispur­
Nawalpur, Parsi) by Agrawal and Chakraborty 
(1971) but hitherto unknown from Bihar and 
the remaining parts of India. 

Recently one male and one female of this 
Bandicoot Rat were obtained on 28th May 
1979 from Brahabatta, Ca. 12 km. S. E. of 
Mahuwa, Vaishali District, north of the Ganga 
river from burrows in a wheat field after 

.,harvesting. It was also seen in other crop 
'fields, e.g., Moong ( PhaseoZu8 aureu8) and 
Jowar (Sorghum vulgare). 

This bandicoot rat is eaten by Moosahar 
caste in the villages. These people have 
adopted a very good method for the collection 
of this rat in the area. They generally take a 
long and thin stick and push it very deep in 
~e burrow and allow to remain. After 
sometime the stick is drawn by the rat and 
as soon as the movement of the stick is seen, 
people dig the rat out of the burrow. 

Measurements (in mm.): 10', 1 ~ : The 
figures in parentheses are for female. 

Head and body 161 (145); tail 98 (85); 
ear 20 (18); hindfoot 30 (29); occipitonasal 
length 37.2 (35); palatal length 22.5 (21. 5) ; 
length of anterior palatal foramina 5.4 (5) ; 
Bulla (length) 8.2 (8.7); length of molar tooth 
row 7.8 (8) ; nasal length 13 (10.5); greatest 
zygomatic width 23.2 (22); least interorbital 
width 6.2 (6) ; 1ength of diastema 12.2 (12); 
length of mandible 23.3 (24). 
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