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TAXONOMIC STATUS OF THE EASTERN GREY BUSH CHAT, SAXICOLA
FERREA HARRINGTONI (HARTERT)

The Grey Bush Chat was described by
C. R. Gray (1847) from Nepal as Saxicola
ferrea. Later, Hartert (1910) described Oreicola
ferrea harringtoni from Lien Kiang, near
Foochow, Fukien, China, as the eastern subs-
pecies of the Grey Bush Chat.

Baker (1924), Vaurie (1959) and Biswas
(1961) recognized the eastern subspecies in
their works, but Kinnear (1934), Stressemann
(1940), Mayr (1941), Ripley (1961) and Ali
-and Ripley (1973) did not accept Hartert’s

eastern subspecies, and synonymized it with
the nominate subspecies.

While working on the collection of this
species of bird recently taken in Kashmir,
Bhutan and Assam, we strongly felt the
necessity to recognize the eas‘ern subspecies
harringtori. We wholly agree with the view of
Vaurie (1959) that Saxicola ferrea harringtoni
(Hartert) is darker in both sexes than the
nominate ferrea. Baker (1924), however,
stated that harringtoni was paler than ferrea,

Fig, 1. Left outer-most rectrix showing the colour pattern of A—Saxicola ferrea harvingtons (Hertert),
B—Saxicola_ferrea ferrea Gray.
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probably due to some clerical error. We
would like to add that in the males of the
nominate subspecies, the outer web of the
outermost tail feather, including the basal
two-third of the shaft, is entirely white. In
harringtoni, on the otherhand, the shaft of
the outermost tail feather, except its extreme
tip is entirely sepia and in its outer web a
brownish grey line runs between the shaft
and the marginal white. In the female birds,
the ferrugineous of the upper tail-coverts
and the outer margin of the basal half of
the rectices is deeper, nearly cinnamon in
harringtoni (Fig. 1).
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